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No More Strike, 
No More Disparity, 
4988 Promises to be 
The Year of Parity 


Scouting analyses, as opposed to simple forecasts, 
have long been our calling card. Evaluating personnel 
through our Talent Quotient (T.Q.) rating method pro- 
duces a ranking of strengths and weaknesses that can 
dictate a team’s standing. 

We hope you enjoy our look through both scouting 
binoculars and a forecaster's crystal ball and see who 
the headline-makers are for 1988. 

: —Don Heinrich 

If 1987's strike-torn season ranks with 1982's forgettable 
nine-game “season,” then 1988 should be a refreshing 
return to football “the way it oughta be.” More football, 
less picket lines. Yet even more than the litigation between 
owners and players, which is sure to trudge on, 1988 will be 
further testimony to Parity, the paramount product of 
league bylaws. 

It is hardly accidental that upon entering the eighth 
edition of the 80’s that no team can clearly claim rights to 
the decade. The Redskins, Raiders and 49ers have each 
won two Super Bowls, while Denver and Miami have 
appeared twice. This year’s race has barely a handful of 
teams not worthy of playoff contention. 

It certainly broadens the field for forecasters. But, as 
long as you're asking, here are some great (and some 
not-so-great) expectations for 1988. 


Surprise Teams Of 1988—The AFC East, pure parity in 
motion, at one point last season flaunted five teams with 
5-5 records. For that reason alone, picking any one to win 
the division barely rates as a surprise. Still, when you 
consider the Bills had won just eight games in three years 
prior to last season, it’s strange to see them listed atop a 
preseason anything. Quarterback Jim Kelly, an aggressive 
defense and a coach with something to prove are reasons 
why last year’s 7-8 record was a sign of greater things to 
come. Minnesota’s surprising rush through the playoffs 
last season will prove no flash in the pan. Only experience 
figures to slow the Vikings’ young and talented roster, 
which boasts a balanced bevy of ballcarriers, a formidable 
offensive front and clearly the NFL’s most dominant de- 
fensive line. 


Overrated—The Dolphins continue to ride on reputa- 
tion, the arm of their quarterback and the intensity of their 
coach. But there’s no hiding the cavernous holes on 
defense, a decaying offensive line and a vastly unspectacu- 
lar backfield. People still tend to pay more attention to the 
Cowboys’ mystique than the missing parts on the field. 
Their offensive line and quarterback are in transition, the 
defense is aging and average, and their big-play dimension 
focuses exclusively on Herschel Walker. Dallas oppo- 
nents, however, are not fooled. 

Comeback Teams—No team is more anxious for 1988 
than the New York Giants. Phil Simms rose above the 
chaos of 1987 and should find a revitalized defense, includ- 
ing the league’s best linebackers, hungry to regain elite 
status. If John Robinson’s defensive facelift doesn't sag, 


AFC MVP: Jim Kelly has the AFC Buffaloed. ROOKIE OF 
IMPACT: Wide receiver Michael Irvin (bottom) gives the Cow- 
boys a much-needed big-play dimension. DAWG DAYS: Good 
times are ready to roll again in Cleveland. 


~——— 


HELP: Miami fans reach out. BACK TO BOZNESS: Denver's 
state-of-the-art fans know who they love to hate. COMEBACK 
PLAYERS: Atlanta tackle Bill Fralic, who had the worst year no 
one knew about, figures to play more like a Pro Bowler in 1988 
while the “real” Joe Morris rediscovers his 1986 form. ON THE 
BUBBLE: Sam Wyche 
needs to make the right 
calls in Bengal town. 


sag, the Los Angeles Rams could crash the post-season 
party after sitting out for the first time in five years. The 
Rams still have the league’s best offensive line, a talented 
quarterback ready to break out and potential impact rook- 
ies in Aaron Cox and Gaston Green. 
Most Likely To Fall From Grace—Indianapolis’ fanci- 
ful flight in 1987 could come crashing down if the Colts 
shallow depth is exposed early. Chicago has struggled by 
without McMahon at the helm for some time. But now, 
with Walter (and Wilber) gone, the Bears are entering a 
year of living dangerously every time their QB drops back 
to throw. That’s standard fare in Denver, where an injury 
to John Elway represents an almost certain plummet. 
Comeback Players—Joe Morris, New York Giants; Bill 
Fralic, Atlanta. These two banged-up talents were mired 
in losing situations last year and let their environments get 
the best of them. Morris’ dropoff was well-chronicled but 
Fralic may have had the worst year no one knew about. 
Scouts throughout had raised eyebrows when he was 
voted to another Pro Bowl. Neither player, however, fig- 
ures to stay down for long. 
Coaches On The Bubble—The fifth year of a five-year 
contract, one winning season in the last four, and a disap- 
pointing 4-11 what-have-you-done-lately make Bengal 
Head Coach Sam Wyche the leader on the least-wanted 
list. Kansas City’s Frank Gansz, the Jets’ Joe Walton, 
Detroit’s Darryl Rogers and Atlanta’s Marion Campbell 
are also walking on 1988's wild side. 
Coach Of The Year— Dan Reeves, Denver. Sure, Elway 
is the franchise, but who’s minding the rest of the roster 
that has appeared in two straight Super Bowls? No coach- 
ing staff (see Joe Collier, top defensive coordinators) has 
squeezed so much from so limited talent and gotten Dan 
Reeves’ kind of results. Buffalo’s Marvy Levy has an excel- 
lent staff (Ted Marchibroda on offense; Chief expatriate 
Walt Corey on defense) and could deserve some back- 
slapping before 88 is over. Other vote-getters: Bill Par- 
cells, New York; Marty Schottenheimer, Cleveland; Jerry 
Burns, Minnesota. 
AFC Offensive MVP—If Buffalo is going to surprise 
anyone, you can bet Jim Kelly will have a big year. His star 
has been a bright one all along, but with last season’s 
polish and a much-improved supporting cast, he can 
really shine. Close seconds: Bernie Kosar, Cleveland; 
John Elway, Denver; Eric Dickerson, Indianapolis. 
AFC Defensive MVP—Cornelius Bennett. Buffa- 
lo’s explosive linebacker burst on the NFL stage 
last year. He’s ready for Broadway in 1988. 
AFC Impact Rookies—Tim Brown, WR, 
LA Raiders; Clifford Charlton, LB, Cleveland. 
Brown relieves the Raiders of their purely utili- 
tarian returners and represents a 4.4 big-play 
machine who can ravage secondaries with 
his open-field abilities. With a vacancy at 
the weakside blitzing position, Chariton 
has the talented surroundings to be an 
instant hit. 
NFC Offensive Player— Anthony Car- 
ter, Minnesota. If Wilson or Kramer can 
find his address, Carter is sure to add the 
zip. His 1987 post-season was strictly 
warmup material; 1988 looks to be his 
main event. Right there: Jerry Rice, San 
Francisco; Phil Simms, New York 
Giants. 
NFC Defensive Player—W ilber Mar- 
shall, Washington. Sure, the Redskins 
may be the Super Bowl champs but 
their linebacking corps can’t compare 
with the studs in Chicago; Wilber is one 
big fish who! found himself a small 
pond. Washington needed an LT-type 
impact player and Marshall, who'll 
line up behind Dexter Manley on the weak- 
side, is ready for center stage. Close seconds: Reggie 
White, Philadelphia; Carl Banks, New York Giants. 
NFC Impact Rookies—Michael Irvin, WR, Dallas; 
Daniel Stubbs, DE, San Francisco. With Mike Sherrard’s 
shaky legs, Irvin brings a pro-style background and big- 
play confidence to an ailing attack. Stubbs was only the 
33rd player picked overall but in the 49ers defensive 
scheme his pass-rushing prowess should showoff quickly. 
NFC Playoff Teams—Washington, Minnesota, San 
Francisco; Wild Cards: New Orleans vs. Chicago. 
NFC Championship Game— Minnesota vs. Washington. 
AFC Playoff Teams—Buffalo, Cleveland, Denver; Wild 
Cards: Seattle vs. LA Raiders. 
AFC Championship Game—Cleveland vs. Denver. 
(Knock three times, and this time the Browns get in.) 
1988 Super Bowl— Minnesota vs. Cleveland. 
1988 Super Bowl Champion— Minnesota. 


© 1988 Bristol-Myers Co 


\, 


_ They're not talking. 


You don’t talk about your hair—you’ve got better 
things to do. Looks, style, control. You want it, 
you get THE PUMP® by Vitalis® Your <= 


hair will look and feel healthy and 
manageable. Vitalis. America’s 
sbest-selling pump spray for men. {iii 
sAlso in Aerosol, Gel, Liquid, | 
and Mousse. It’s that simple. rng 


ice 
TAKE CONTROL WITH iG . 


Peet A Lt | S™ 
ag sunt ti 


COLLEGE 


SCOUTING: 


State of the art technology 
and sophisticated testing 
practices have altered the 

way NFL teams evaluate talent. 


By Cliff Christl 


When the National Football League held its combine 
workout in Indianapolis in early February, defensive end 
Aaron Jones of Eastern Kentucky wasn't one of the more 
than 300 players in attendance. His grade, given to him by 
the Nationa! Football Scouting combine after the 1987 
season, was 4.4, which didn’t warrant an invitation. A 4.4 
grade put himina category with players of “below average 
athletic ability; slim:chance at very best; free-agent, camp 
type.” 

Nevertheless, when the NFL held its draft April 24, 
Jones was taken in the first round by the Pittsburgh 
Steelers. He was the 18th player chosen out of 333. “That’s 
the all-time all-timer,” Tom Boisture, director of player 
personnel with the New York Giants, said shortly before 
the draft. “No one even heard of him after the season, until 
he started working out. They don’t have to do it on the 
football field anymore. All they have to do it in is their 
shorts.” 

Ever since the NFL moved its draft back to the spring in 
1976, the process of evaluating players has undergone 
dramatic change. Players not only have to prove them- 
selves on the field in the fall, they have to meet certain 
standards in the post-season testing. A higher premium is 
being placed on athletic ability and a lesser one on 
performance. 

Moreover, every team in the league has access to the 
same information. Since 1981, the pro football combines 
have assembled the top prospects — the 1988 count was 
332 — fora mass workout shortly after the Super Bowl. 
All 28 teams attend and the players are given a battery of 
tests. They are weighed and measured. They are given 
physical examinations and an intelligence test. They are 
timed in the 20- and 40-yard dashes. They are timed in a 
variety of athletic drills and measured in a variety of 
flexibility tests. And they are required to do as many 
repetitions as possible in a bench press test. There are no 
longer many secrets in scouting. “It used to be that the 
teams with the most manpower, the best systems and the 
best scouts were way ahead of everybody else,” said Dick 
Steinberg, New England’s director of player personnel. 
“Now, there is so much time, everybody ends up basically 
with the same information. To me, that’s the greatest 
reason for parity in the league, moreso than the scheduling 
formula and the draft order.” 

Scouting remains an inexact science. Mistakes are still 
made every year in the draft. But scouting has entered a 
new age in pro football. The gut feel of a scout doesn’t 
carry the weight that it used to. Judgments made on a 
practice field in Norman, Okla., or in a film room in 
Waco, Tex., are valued, but also scrutinized more than 
ever before. “It’s not an eyeball grade anymore,” said 
Harry Buffington, director of the National Football 
Scouting combine. “Everything has got to go through the 
numbers thing.” 

When the NFL held its first draft on Feb. 8, 1936, 
representatives of the nine teams in the league met in a 


10 


meeting room in the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in Philadelphia. 
The teams were supplied with a list of 90 players, compiled 
from All-America teams and the knowledge of a few 
individuals around the league. There were no secrets in 
those early drafts, either. Teams had to make their selec- 
tions from that list and most of them did it with little 
knowledge of the players. 

Halfback Jay Berwanger of the University of Chi- 
cago, the first player taken in the first draft, never 
played pro football. Before the draft was held, Ber- 
wanger had decided that he would go into the rubber 
business, and Philadelphia, which owned the No. | 

ze pick, didn’t bother to contact him to find that out. 
tr Once the draft was expanded to 20 rounds in 1938 
and the league stopped distributing a list of the players 
about the same time, some teams began to do more 
homework than others. But about the only scouting 
done by anyone was to send an assistant coach out on 

Saturday to watch the college game. 

The teams with the most knowledge about the 
players were the ones who had sprawling alumni 

— clubs like Chicago, Green Bay and the New York 

Giants, which encouraged former players to contact 
them about prospects in their area — or the ones 

that had eager and thorough office aides. The 
Bears, for example, depended heavily on Frank 
Korch, their publicity director, to make their picks 
because he had an insatiable appetite for reading 
football magazines and out-of-town sports sec- 
tions. “He used to work out of Street & Smith, 

and the newspapers,” said Joe Sullivan, a 

former member of the Bears’ personnel de- 

partment and later an executive with the St. 
Louis Cardinals. 

Inevitably, though, teams began practicing 
one-upmanship in preparation for the draft. Phil- 
adelphia was one of the pioneers when it started 
recruiting college coaches to serve as a loose scout- 
ing network in the early 1940s.*We had about 20 
coaches and we paid them if a playér was drafted,” said 
Harry Thayer, then the general manager of the team. 
“We'd pay about $250 for the recommendation and $500 if 
we signed him.” 

The late Dan Reeves, former owner of the Los Angeles 
Rams, took the next step to gain an edge on the competi- 
tion when he hired Eddie Kotal as'pro football's first 
full-time scout shortly after World War Il. “Dan Reeves 
was the brainchild behind the whole thing,” said Sid Gill- 
man, former NFL coach. “And Eddie was the first of the 
scouts who was on the road like a dog, like a real hound- 
dog, chasing people down.” 

The age of scouting in the NFL was born. While some 
teams continued to draft from magazines into the 1950s, 
others copied the Rams and hired one person to scour the 
country for players. The early scouts were a nomadic 
breed. They hit the road in the fall and often didn’t return 
until the season was over. Kotal once estimated that he 
saw 4,000 players and drove 40,000 miles each year. On 
draft day, their word was the gospel. “The only reason | 
came to the meeting was because Eddie needed a pack- 
horse to carry his books,” Gillman good-heartedly 
grumbled after the 58 draft when he was head coach of the 
Rams. 

This era of scouting gave the draft a fascinating aspect 
Linebacker Chris Spielman, despite his great production at 


Ohio State, was adjudged too short and slow by today’s scout- 
ing standards and slipped to the second round of the 1988 draft. 


The example below is based on the Wonderlic Personnel Test given by 


scouts to test the intelligence of pro football prospects. At right is a 


scouting form used to rank the ability of players. 


Pome 


that has since been 
lost: the sleeper pick. 
Three of the most fa- 
mous were Andy Ro- 
bustelli of Arnold Col- yas? 
lege, a 19th-round choice Se 
by the Rams in 1951; 

tackle Roosevelt Brown 

of Morgan State, a:27th- 

round choice of the Giants 

in 1953; and end Harlan Hill 

of Florence State Teachers 

College, a 15th-round choice 

by the Bears in 1954. 

Two of the last sleepers were 
selected in 1961: defensive end 
Deacon Jones of Mississippi Vo- 
cational, taken by the Rams in the 
14th round; and running back Elijah 
Pitts, taken by the Packers in the 
13th round. The often told story is 
that other teams asked the Packers in 
the draft room that year: “Is that Phi- 
lander Smith from Elijah Pitts or Elijah 
Pitts from Philander Smith?” 

The formation of scouting combines in 
the late 1950s and early 1960s have pre- 
cluded the possibility of a totally unknown 
player arriving on the pro football scene. It 
also spawned another era in scouting. 

More than any other team, Dallas ushered 
in the computer age of scouting and the keep- 
up-with-the-Joneses mentality that permeates the league 
today. Dallas first started using a computer as a draft aid 
in 1965. By doing so, they hoped to eliminate some of the 
personal prejudices that had influenced the selection 
process. 

“In the early ‘60s, we wrote reports,” said Gil Brandt, 
vice president of personnel development with the Cow- 
boys. “And what happens whenever you write a report 
without any guidelines is that some people are excellent 
report writers and other people are poor report writers. So 
you didn’t get a true evaluation of a player because Scout 
A may be great with verbiage and write a glowing report, 
while Scout B somewhere else in the country might have 
the same evaluation as Scout A, but because he doesn’t 
have the verbiage, his report doesn’t seem nearly as 
impressive.” 

As the Cowboys emerged as one of the premier teams in 
the league during the late 60s and early 770s, other teams 
deemed it necessary to modernize their scouting depart- 
ments. And once the draft was moved back to the spring 
and the combine workouts were scheduled, it gave those 
teams the time and opportunity they needed to catch up to 
the trendsetters. 

“Dallas got everybody to change because they started 
turning over all the rocks and looking underneath them, 
finding free agents,” said Reed Johnson, a former Dallas 
scout and now Denver’s director of player personnel. 


“They had more confirmed information than 
anyone. The draft was early and they knew how big 
everyone was, how fast everyone was, how smart 
everyone was. These clubs working with two or 
three scouts didn’t know all that. There wasn’t the 
combine thing, and the next thing you knew the 
season was over and the draft was gone. Now, every- 
body is doing that to some extent. And now they have four 
months to catch up.” 

No longer are draft day decisions made on the spur of 
the moment. No longer does what one scout sees heavily 
influence a selection. Every bit of information is run 
through a computer and then discussed and reviewed by a 
“Think Tank.” 

“The whole key is still the same thing: the ability of the 
scout to tell you whether a guy can play or can’t play,” said 
George Young, general manager of the New York Giants. 
“I remember in Red Auerbach’s book, they asked him who 
were his best scouts. He said, ‘I’ve got two.’ They said, 
‘Who are they?’ He said, ‘My right eyeball and my left 
eyeball.’ There’s still a lot of credence to that. But | think 
what has happened is that your scouts are more informa- 
tion gatherers. Then, you have the group in the office that 
is more the analyzers, who try to figure out what to do with 
the information they have.” 

There, productivity is weighed against potential, com- 
petitiveness against athletic ability, what the scouts see on 
the football field against what they see in a combine 
workout. 

The result is that players like Aaron Jones are picked in 


Michigan State All- 
America Lorenzo White 
took a back seat in the 
1988 draft to speedier 
John Stephens of Division 
1-AA Northwestern State 
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the first round, whereas they might have lasted until the 
middle rounds if the draft were still held shortly after the 
season ended. When Jones was weighed by the combine 
scout for National, he was 244 pounds and ran a 4.99 40. 
When Jones worked out for teams after missing the com- 
bine workout in Indianapolis, he weighed 256 and ran the 
40 in 4.75 on grass. Those numbers made him more a 
prospect than a suspect. And when scouts went back to 
Eastern Kentucky to watch more film on him, many of 
them determined that he had the ability and desire to 
become a premier pass rusher in the NFL. “He was a damn 
good player, a big player who could run,” said Johnson. 

Some teams were concerned about a back problem that 
had bothered Jones during his college career, but the 
Steelers decided it was worth the risk to take him. Youcan 
bet, however, that every team in the league will closely 
follow his career because they are all faced with the same 
dilemma: how to weigh the reams of information that they 
are acquiring on players. 

If a team made a mistake on a player 10 years ago, it 
probably was because they didn’t have enough informa- 
tion on him. If they make a mistake today, it might be 
because they have too much information. “Before, we 
took a lot of things for granted,” said Young. “Now, we 
don’t take as much for granted. We have more time. And 
we have more people involved. The only trouble is that 
you have to be careful that you don’t have more informa- 
tion than you can assimilate — where you have too much 
information and you cloud your decision-making 
process.” 

Problems arise when scouts and coaches for the same 
team file conflicting reports on players. They arise when 
scouts and coaches come back with different times on 
players from separate workouts. They arise when scouts 
judge a player one way in the fall and the coaches judge 
him another way in the spring. The people in charge of the 
28 draft rooms can find themselves becoming referees 
instead of overseers, getting caught up in politicking rather 
than decision-making. 

For that reason there is a debate waging in the NFL 
over the merits of working out players after the combine 
season. Jim Finks, president-general manager of the New 
Orleans Saints, claims it’s a waste of time and an unneces- 
sary expense. Finks said in 1968, when he was general 
manager at Minnesota, the Vikings were spending 
$125,000 to $150,000 on scouting. In 1978, when he was 
general manager at Chicago, the Bears were spending 
about $250,000 on scouting. In 1988, he estimated that the 
28 NFL teams will spend an average of $800,000. 

“Aaron Jones is an example ofa guy whoa lot of clubs, 
including our club, didn't have ranked that high,” said 
Finks. “We've got a guy in that territory, we've got the 
combine there, and we didn’t rank him to be a high draft 
choice. That's the point I'm making. It’s overkill. The clubs 


HEAD SCOUTS 
COMMENT ON 
1988’s FIRST 
ROUNDERS 


12 


in our league will spend a total of $20-25 million a year and 
still you have a wide variance of who likes what. Basically, 
it boils down to the individual clubs’ tastes. And, that 
feeling doesn't really change a hell of a lot. People who 
work at it and stay abreast of it all year long end up with 
convictions,” Finks continued. “Then, you get other peo- 
ple involved; some of these clubs have eight or nine scouts, 
they belong to a combine, they send their assistant coaches 
out. I don't know how they come to any conclusions.” 

Others, however, disagree with Finks. “You can't have 
enough information, as long as you've got a good listener’ 
who knows what to listen for and understands the grading 
system,” said Johnson. “It’s finding out if a guy isa Class A 
guy ora turd. Is he on drugs or not on drugs? We puta lot 
of emphasis on character and ability to learn. What if you 
don’t have any of that? How important’do you think that 
would be? If you have to say 50 times on 100 players, 
‘Coach, I don’t know know,’ you're going to be in serious 
trouble.” 

Young takes the same position as Johnson. “I have 
great respect for Jim Finks and I know what he is saying, 
but | also know how much teams are being asked to pay 
these guys and they ought to be able to find out what the 
hell they want to,” he said. 

Finks, however, counters that teams are still making as 
many mistakes in the draft as they were when they were 
spending a quarter of the money they are today. 

Not enough time has elapsed to do a definitive study, 
comparing how teams fared in the draft in the 1970s as 
opposed to the 1980s. But take the 1984 draft as an exam- 
ple. Players in that draft have completed four years in the 
league and only six of the 28 first-round picks that year 
have played in a Pro Bowl and one of them, wide receiver 
Irving Fryar, made it strictly as a kick-returner. First- 
round choices that year included defensive end Ron Fau- 
rot, wide receiver Clyde Duncan and tight end David 
Lewis, all washouts. Several other choices that year have 
been marginal players, at best, including defensive backs 
Mossy Cade, Leonard Coleman and Russell Carter, all 
taken among the top 10 picks. 

What seems to be happening is that a number of teams 
are still grappling with their grading systems now that they 
have substantially more information than they had before. 
At first, many of them perhaps over-emphasized the com- 
bine workouts. Now, the trend might be reversing itself, 
although testing results still heavily influence selections. 

“Very definitely, people are losing interest in the athletic 
thing and what's done in Indianapolis,” said Tom Braatz, 
vice president of football operations with the Green Bay 
Packers. “We're putting it in the correct perspective.” 

There was evidence in the 1988 draft that supported 
Braatz’s contention. Defensive back Anthony Newman 
started for three years at Oregon and was one of the most 
impressive athletes at the combine workout, but he wasn’t 


1. Atlanta — Aundray Bruce, LB, Auburn 

“He's an excellent athlete. As far as football skills, 
there is a lot of development needed. He’s not a 
Cornelius Bennett or Lawrence Taylor coming out. 
But he has all the physical tools to develop into a 
player like that.” — Dick Steinberg, New England's 
director of player development 

“He's probably along the lines of Carl Banks. He’s 
big and strong. He may have played the run better 
than Banks coming out. Plus, he plays pass defense 
better than those guys, much better than Bennett, 
much better than Lawrence Taylor, much better than 
Banks.” — Ken Herock, Atlanta's director of college 
personnel : 

“He has the potential to be another Bennett. But 
that’s potential.” — Jerry Vainisi, Detroit's vice pres- 
ident of player personnel 

“I don’t think he has a weakness. To me, you could 
call 28 teams and ask them who is the first pick in the 
draft, and if they didn’t all say Aundray Bruce, I'd be 
amazed. I don't know of any year that would 
happen.” — Ron Wolf, Los Angeles Raiders head of 
football operations 


2. Kansas City (from Detroit) — Neil Smith, DE, 
Nebraska 

“He's exceptional. When he went to the combine and 
did all the athletic things, it pushed him over the 
edge.” — Tom Braatz, Green Bay's vice president of 
football operations \ 

“He's productive. He can run. He needs some lead in 
his ass if he has to play base. But if you make him just 


drafted until the second round because he wasn'ta produc- 
tive player in college. Two or three years ago, he might 
have been a first-round draft pick. Defensive lineman 
Erwin Grabisna of Case Western Reserve was the fastest 
big manat the combine workout with a time of 4.54 in the 
40, but he wasn’t drafted until the sixth round because he 
didn’t dominate in a low-level program. Two or three 
years ago, he might have been a second- or third-round 
choice. 

On the other hand, consider the case of linebacker Chris 
Spielman of Ohio State. He was one of the best and 
toughest players in college football over the last three 
years. “He’s like Hacksaw Reynolds,” said Braatz. 

Eighteen years ago, Reynolds was a first-round draft 
pick by the Los Angeles Rams, and he wasstill playing an 
integral role for the San Francisco 49ers when they won 
the Super Bow! in his 12th season. But Spielman wasn 
drafted until the second round, largely because he stands 
6-foot-1, about the same.height as Reynolds, and runs the 
40 in 4.9, which was about the same speed that Reynolds 
had coming out of college. “I don’t think there is any 
question — 15 years ago he would have beena first-round 
pick,” said Buffington. “There are a lot of great things 
about him. But there are a lot of bad things that 15 years 
ago, we wouldn’t have known anything about.” Or, at least 
wouldn't have paid attention to. 

Consider also the cases of two running backs in this 
year’s draft. One led his team to the Big Ten champion- 
ship. He was the team’s workhorse, averaging 29 carries a 
game and gaining | 459 yards as a senior. The other played 
at an NCAA I-AA school, sharing time in the backfield 
and gaining 646 yards as a senior. 

Which of the two was drafted higher? Fifteen years ago, 
it probably would have been Lorenzo White of Michigan 
State. But on draft day 1988, John Stephens of North- 
western State (La.) was taken with the 17th pick by New 
England and White was taken five choices later. 

The reason? After an impressive showing in post-season 
all-star games, Stephens ran a 4.4 40 at the combine 
workout. White waited until April to run for pro scouts 
and was timed at 4.65. “He’s a better athlete,” Steinberg, 
the person largely responsible for making the decision, 
said of Stephens. “He’s faster. He’s competitive. He’s a 
tough guy. He played at a lower level of competition, but 
the value of size and speed put him a level above someone 
who was a very fine running back. In our grading system, 
White could only attain a certain level because of the speed 
factor. The problem is if you make an exception and throw 
out the system and put Lorenzo White ahead of John 
Stephens, now you've got to stick another guy under him 
and the whole thing gets distorted. You've got to stay with 
your system, even though you occasionally miss, or it 
becomes a grab-bag situation.” 

It would be a mistake to conclude that the Patriots 


a pass rush guy until he gets his feet wet! he’s a big guy 
who can run. He’s 260 pounds and can run 4.6 on 
grass. That means he’s running 4.45 on Astroturf the 
way we do it.” — Reed Johnson, Denver's director of 
player personnel 

“He’s supposed to be a bigger Richard Dent. His 
strong suit is the pass rush. He has to work and 
develop against the run. However, he has a great 
work ethic and everybody feels he will develop that.” 
— Jerry Vainisi, Detroit 4 
“Neil Smith has that tremendous speed and quick- 
ness. He has the body frame and build to be a bigger 
man than the 260 he is right now. He might be the 
best pure pass rusher in the draft.” — John Butler, 
Buffalo’s director of college scouting 

“He’s primarily a pass rusher, which is the name of 


_ the game.” — Jerry Reichow, Minnesota's director 


of football operations 

“He can play a 34 defensive end. But he really 
doesn’t have the size in there to play the run and 
protect that big inside gap. But he definitely can get 

up the field and rush the passer.” — Dick Steinberg, 
New England 


3. Detroit (from Kansas City) — Bennie Blades, 

S, Miami (Fla.) 
“He's got size, speed. He hits like a truck. He can play 

either free or strong safety. He's a smart player, great 

instincts. He can cover man-to-man. He’s got great 

leadership qualities. The kids down there really lis- 

tened to him and looked up to him.” — Tom Braatz, 

Green Bay 


made a mistake by taking Stephens over White. A year 
ago, their system dictated that they take offensive lineman 
Bruce Armstrong of Louisville over guard Jeff Bregel, a 
unanimous All-America choice at Southern California, 
which probably has produced more outstanding offensive 
linemen over the past 20 years than any other college in the 
country. And it turned out that Armstrong had an out- 
standing rookie year, while Bregel had a trying rookie year 
with the 49ers. Apparently, Armstrong's athletic ability 
allowed him to reach another level as a pro player. In time, 
Bregel also might pan out, but he also might have reached 
his plateau. 

This time, of course, the reverse could happen. White 
could turn out to be a better pro than Stephens. And if he 
does, the predictability factor in the Patriots’ grading sys- 
tem will be thrown out of whack. 

Young, one of the more cerebral executives in the game, 
can wage a one-man debate over the merits of productivity 
vs. athletic ability. Consider his point-counterpoint: 

e First, on the importance of evaluating productivity: 
“The phrase that terrifies me is: ‘He had a great workout.’ 
I'd rather have somebody tell me: ‘He had a great football 
season.” 

“We've got a lot of myths going on here that we have to 
overcome. Everybody thinks their tight ends can run 4.7, 
but when they become regulars and they time them, they 
run 5-flat. Ted Hendricks might go in the Hall of Fame, 
and I never recall him running better than 5.1. And he was 
6-foot-6% and played most of his career under 220, which 
is a skinny guy.” 

e Then, on the importance of conducting athletic test- 
ing: “We do the same thing that the insurance companies 
do. People who have these measurements and these char- 
acteristics have tended to be successful. People who have 
lesser characteristics and measurements aren't as success- 
ful. 

“Let me put it this way. If you're going to get a pitcher in 
baseball are you going to get a kid who is 18, 19 years old 
and throws a lot of stuff, but doesn’t have a high, hard one; 
of are you going to take the guy who hasa high, hard one? 
Eventually, he’ll slow down, but the guy with all the stuff is 
going to be even slower. So you get the guy with the high, 
hard one and eventually he learns to throw a curve. They 
get pitchers with strong arms. They don’t start off with a 
cunny-thumber first. We do the same thing. We figure ifa 
guy comes out as a 4.65 back, ina year or two after he has 
been beat on a little bit, he’s a 4.7 back or maybe slower.” 

In other words, performance has to be taken into con- 
sideration, but so does potential. And even though a 
computer can be programmed to weigh the two and spit 
out a grade, there is still a human element to drafting. 

Thus, it might be possible for NFL teams to reduce their 
margin of error through technical advancement and novel 
approaches, but they will never eliminate it. 0 


“Blades is unbelievable. There arent many guys that 
size who can do what he can do. Here’s a guy a little 
over 6-foot, 215 pounds, and he can run under 4.5 on 
grass. And he’s smart.” — Reed Johnson, Denver 
“He can do everything you need back there. He’s got 
excellent speed. He’s a very physical guy. He can go 
get the ball. He’s an outstanding prospect.” — Jerry 
Reichow, Minnesota 

“He’s a physical guy and he’s got the ability to cover. 
He’s a strong hitter. He runs well. He’s smart. There 
is no sense looking for any holes in him.” — Dick 
Steinberg, New England 

“On the inside, he'll put the fear of God in you. He'll 
be a gigantic policeman. He’s an excellent football 
player. He’s an extremely tough guy. And he has 
leadership qualities." — Ron Wolf, Los Angeles 
Raiders 


4. Tampa Bay — Paul Gruber, T, Wisconsin 
“Gruber has the ability to play one of the most crucial 
spots in the line, left tackle, the blind side of the 
quarterback.” — John Butler, Buffalo 

“He does it all: big, fast, smart, productive.” — Reed 
Johnson, Denver 

“He’s a little bit like our guy, Zimmerman. He’s got 
the real good feet. He can move. He’s that kind of guy 
instead of just a blow-you-off the line of scrimmage 
type.” — Jerry Reichow, Minnesota 

“He reminds me a lot of a guy who played here 10 
years, Keith Dorney. He reminds mea lot, too, of a 
young Jimbo Covert. You win with people like that. 
He has the work ethic, a small town Wisconsin kid 
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Heisman Trophy winner Tim Brown was taken sixth over- 
all by the Los Angeles Raiders. 


who just wants to play football.” — Jerry Vainisi, 
Detroit 

“| like his size. But, more than anything, he’s a very 
competitive individual. Some of the films you watch, 
they’re out of the game, and he’s still competing as 
hard as ever. That’s what I like about him.” — Ron 
Wolf, Los Angeles Raiders 


5. Cincinnati — Rickey Dixon, CB, Oklahoma 
“He has a bunch of speed. And he has what you're 
looking for as far as closing quickness.” — Tom 
Braatz, Green Bay * 

“He’s a projection. He played safety at Oklahoma. 
But he played corner in the Hula Bowl, and he 
seemed to handle it well. He has the skills to play that 
position.” — John Butler, Buffalo 

“He’s got athletic movement and he can run.” — 
Reed Johnson, Denver 

“I think he could develop into something special. He 
needs experience at corner.” — Dick Steinberg, New 
England 

“I think he has great corner qualities. But if he can’t 
do that, he'll be in the Pro Bowl as a weak safety. 
That’s how good he is." — Ron Wolf, Los Angeles 
Raiders 

“He’s as good as he wants to be, and he wants to be 
good. He’s a very competitive kid, tough and hard- 
nosed. You don't find many with that kind of athletic 
ability and that kind of speed.” — Joe Woolley, 
Philadelphia's director of player personnel 


6. Los Angeles Raiders — Tim Brown, WR, 
Notre Dame ; 

“Why don’t you ask me what I don't like about him? I 
don’t like the fact that he had a couple of bad games 
ora couple of bad moments, other than that there is 
nothing.” — Tom Boisture, New York Giants’ direc- 
tor of player personnel 

“Sometimes when you win the Heisman, | think 
everybody has such expectations. | think his return 
ability skills are good enough just to make it on that. 
He’s going to be an asset. When he went to the 
combine workout, he showed great speed and every- 
thing.” —John Butler, Buffalo 

“At Notre Dame, they had one receiver and he car- 
ried the team. They didn't have anybody to help him 
and they had a lousy quarterback. In effect, you are 
saying there are things you like about Brown, but 
you're betting on the come.” — Jerry Vainisi, Detroit 
“Tim Brown really made his impact as a punt 
returner, kickoff returner. Sharpe is probably more 
of a complete receiver.” — Anonymous (NFL direc- 
tor of player personnel) 


7. Green Bay — Sterling Sharpe, WR, South “He’s got such a thin bone structure that even when 


Carolina * he’s 235, he looks like he’s 208. I’ve got to give the guy 
“He’s close to a guy like Jerry Rice.” — Ken Herock, * credit. He’s gotten bigger. He runs fast. He makes 
Atlanta plays. I just don’t know if he'll be able to hold in 


“He’s got that combination ability: a returner and an there.” — Reed Johnson, Denver 


excellent receiver. He can run with the ball when he 
gets it. It’s not his straight speed, it’s his acceleration 
out of a cut and with the ball.” — Jerry Reichow, 
Minnesota 

“Actually he plays like a wingback. He’s caught more 
passes and he’s asked to block a lot more than Tim 
Brown. He’s a kick returner, punt returner, as is 
Brown. But when you add all his production to- 
gether, he has done more in games than Tim Brown. 
Their abilities are pretty similar. I’m not talking 
about a big enormous difference in any one area, but 
when you put down the various categories and put a 
grade on them, a lot of people would have Sharpe 
ahead of Brown.” — Dick Steinberg, New England 


“He’s a big, strong guy who has good hands.” — Joe 
Woolley, Philadelphia 


8. New York Jets — Dave Cadigan, T, Southern 
California : 

“A typical USC kid: very aggressive, hard-nosed. 
He’s going to battle you every snap.” — John Butler, 
Buffalo 

“I think he’s an exceptional player. He has a great 
motor.” — Ron Wolf, Los Angeles Raiders 

“He knocks people off the line.” — Tom Braaiz, 
Green Bay 

“He’s a guy who could play tackle, but I’d prefer to 
see him playing guard. He’s a guy. who is quick and 
can run. I've just got a feeling that he isn’t as big and 
powerful as you wantat tackle. But he’s going to play 
and start right away.” — Ken Herock, Atlanta 
“He’s got a great look in his eye. He wants to play 
football. He’s built himself up and works hard. He’s 
got a lot of fire.” — Jerry Vainisi, Detroit 

“He’s just a typical Southern Cal tackle, a real good 
one. They’re sound technique-wise.” —Joe Woolley, 
Philadelphia 


9. Los Angeles Raiders (from Los Angeles Rams 
through Houston) — Terry McDaniel, CB, 
Tennessee 

“He’s coming off shoulder surgery. But he has 
a great burst and catch-up speed. He’satough , 
kid for a corner.” — John Butler, Buffalo 
“He’sa little rattlesnake. He likes to get after 
you. He likes to mix it up. And he has 
athletic ability." — Reed Johnson, Denver 
“He has excellent speed. He’s kind of physi- 
cal. He’s a pretty well built little guy. He’s got 
the speed and quickness to cover the Claytons 
and Dupers, those kind of people.” — Jerry Rei- 
chow, Minnesota 

“He’s a good cover guy. I think the only concern 
you'd have is that he had that shoulder operation 
since the season ended.” — Joe Woolley, Phila- 
delphia 

10. New York Giants — Eric Moore, T, Indiana 
“He’s a good, solid player. Pass blocking is his strong 
suit. Run blocking, he needs a little more polish. He 
needs more body strength to be an effective drive 
blocker. But he’s a good athlete for the position.” 
— John Butler, Buffalo 

“He has the size and speed, and he’s a pretty good 
pass protector. But he’s been inconsistent.” — 
Ken Herock, Atlanta 


11. Dallas — Michael Irvin, WR, Miami (Fla.) 
“He’s an Al Toon, Mike Quick type guy.” — 
Jerry Reichow, Minnesota 

“He’sa big guy like Toon. He’s got quick feet and he’s 
smooth.” — Tom Braatz, Green Bay 

“He’s the guy who made all the big plays for Miami.” 
— Joe Woolley, Philadelphia 


13. Philadelphia — Keith Jackson, TE, Oklahoma 
“If you’re looking for a receiver, he’s special. He’s a 
Kellen Winslow type, a great athlete.” — Tom 
Braatz, Green Bay 

“He’s really blessed with talent, a very fine athlete.” 
— John Butler, Buffalo 

“He’s a man among boys when he has the ball in his 
hands. Do you know that 33 percent of the time he 
touched the ball in two years he scored? How about 
that one? That’s not bad. He makes it look easy.” 
— Reed Johnson, Denver 

“They didn’t pass the ball much, so that’s all going to 
be new to him. But he’s got all the physical tools 
you're looking for. He can block when he feels like it. 
Sometimes he doesn't. But he can block down and 
clean the whole side out at times. He’s just got a ton 
of ability.” — Jerry Reichow, Minnesota 

“There are tight ends who catch as many passes in 
one game as he does ina season. He’s got a whole lot 
of development. And he doesn’t have great speed. 
But I think he’s a good player.” — Dick Steinberg, 
New England 


14. Los Angeles Rams (from Buffalo) — Gaston 
Green, RB, UCLA 

“The only knock on Green is his durability—some- 
times taking a long time recovering from not that 
serious of injuries, sometimes missing more games 
than people thought he should have. But he’s the best 
pure speed back in the draft. He’s the big, home-run 
hitter.” — John Butler, Buffalo 


“He’s never had anything major. He’s never had an 
operation.” — Tom Braatz, Green Bay 


12. Phoenix — Ken Harvey, LB, California 

“He’s a good player. He’s undersized. That’s the only 
negative. He’s tough. He’s smart.” — Dick Steinberg, 
New England 


Oklahoma TE Keith Jackson was Philadelphia's first pick. 
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“He’s more of a situation guy. | think you try to get 
him the ball in the open areas. He seems to need 
room torun, but he can fly when he gets it.” — Jerry 
Reichow, Minnesota 

“The only thing you worry about is his durability. He 
has great speed and acceleration. He’s a guy who can 
take it deep for you.” — Joe Woolley, Philadelphia 


15. San Diego — Anthony Miller, WR, Tennessee 
“He can burst. He’s one of those guys you've got to be 
aware of wherever he lines up because he can go deep 
on you so easy. And he can catch the ball. Miller 
scares the daylights out of you with his speed.” — 
Jerry Reichow, Minnesota 

“He went down to the Senior Bowl and ran by those 
DBs like they were all standing still. He had a fine 
week of practice down there. He was open deep all 
the time.” — Anonymous (NFL director of player 
personnel) 

“He really jets. He's got burners.” — Anonymous 
(NFL scout) 


16. Miami — Eric Kumerow, DE-LB, Ohio State 
“His best abilities may lie ahead by being a defensive 
end. He has the ability to get up the field and put 
some pressure on quarterbacks.” — John Butler, 
Buffalo 

“He plays better when he’s going towards the football 
than he does dropping.” — Anonymous (NFL direc- 
tor of player personnel) 


17. New England — John Stephens, HB-FB, 
Northwestem State (La.) 

“He can do it all. He has excellent speed, accelera- 
tion, leg strength. Maybe two years from now, this 
guy might be the top back in this year’s draft.” — Joe 
Woolley, Philadelphia 


“I don'tsee everything everybody else does. He splita 


lot of time down there. He came out on short yardage 
and goal line. You wonder about that. Those good 
backs love those situations.” — Anonynious (NFL 
director of player personnel): 

“Stephens is like a William Andrews type: a big, 
physical guy.” — Ken Herock, Atlanta 

“He did really well in the all-star game. Then, after 
the workouts, he just kept getting better and better. 
He’s fast and he’s big.” — Tom Boisture, New York 
Giants 

“He's one of those guys, if everything goes right, he’s 
right. The first time things don’t go right, he sticks his 
lip out. I don’t like those kind of guys. When the 
going gets tough, can you count on him winning?” — 
Anonymous (NFL director of player personnel) 


18. Pittsburgh — Aaron Jones, DE, Eastern 
Kentucky 
“He’s really come on strong. He’s only a 256-pound 
kid, but he has excellent upfield quickness and burst. 
He plays hard sideline to sideline. He has the ability 
to runand chase people. But some times you worry if 
he has enough bulk and strength to Play every 
down.” — John Butler, Buffalo 

“He’s got all the physical tools, but he’s real raw. 
Green as grass. He could be a real special player or 
you'll have to fiddle around with him for two or three 
years trying to bring him along.” — Anonymous 
(NFL director of player personnel) 
“He was not productive as a college player.” — Anon- 
aymous (NFL director of player personnel) 


* 19. Minnesota — Randall McDaniel, G, Arizona 


State 

“You start comparing athletes, he’s probably one of 
the best in the draft.” — Ken Herock, Atlanta 
“Randall McDaniel reminds me of Jerry Kramer and 
Fuzzy Thurston. It just depends on what you want: 
the big wall or the smaller, mobile guard. And you 
say small and mobile, but he’s exceptionally strong. 
He can play with the big guys, but his strong suit 
would be letting him pull and destroy people.” — 
Jerry Vainisi, Detroit 

“He's a heckuva athlete.” — Tom Boisture, New 
York Giants 

“You'd like bigger size, but he has the ability to move, 
pull and hit the moving target. An outstanding ath- 
lete.” — John Butler, Buffalo 


Pitt RB Craig Heyward was taken in the first round by 
New Orleans. 


20. Seattle — Exercised in 1987 supplemental 
draft to select linebacker Brian Bosworth 


21. Los Angeles Rams (from Indianapolis) — 
Aaron Cox, WR, Arizona State 

“He’s got excellent hands and excellent courage to 
catch on those crossing routes. He’s got the home- 
run speed to run by people.” — John Butler, Buffalo 
“Cox has as good a hands as you'll ever want to see. 
Man, he can catch the football.” — Jerry Reichow, 
Minnesota ” 


22. Cleveland — Clifford Chariton, LB, Florida 
“They blitzed him all the time, so you didn’t see him 
do any pass drops. But when you worked him out, 
his drops and feet were pretty good.” — Tom Braatz, 
Green. Bay 

“| just don't think he’s that good a player week in and 
week out. He’s a big guy who doesn’t have blazing 
speed.” — Anonymous (NFL director of player 
personnel) 

“He does everything well without all the notoriety. 
But you put the film on and watch him, and he does 
all the things that Bruce does. He can rush the passer, 
cover, play the run, run things down from the back 
side.” — Anonymous (NFL director of player per- 
sonnel) 

“I think he’s one of those guys that you want to get in 
situations where you blitz him from the off side, the 
back side of the quarterback. He can move around 
really well.” — Jerry Reichow, Minnesota 

“He's an athlete. He can run. He’s tough. He’s 
instinctive. He’s a little short. That’s probably the 
only major negative on him.” — Dick Steinberg, 
New England 


23. Houston — Lorenzo White, RB, Michigan 
State 

“He’s a guy who will make a lot of 20-yard runs for 
you, but won't make a lot of 60-yard runs. He has 
good vision, all those things. And he’s a tough, 
aggressive runner.” — Joe Woolley, Philadelphia 
“I’m nota real Lorenzo White fan. Can he carry your 
team? Is he worth drafting in the first round and 
you're going to feature him? I don’t think so.” — 
Anonymous (NFL director of player personnel) 
“He’s a durable guy. The only question people have 


on him is his speed.” — Jerry Reichow, Minnesota 
“Everybody projects him as a 30-yard back. Very 
strong and durable, but lacking the climax speed.” 
—Jerry Vainisi, Detroit 


24. Chicago — Brad Muster, FB-RB, Stanford 
“He’s a hell of a player. | wish we had him on our 
team. Fullback, tailback, H-back, tight end. He can 
do it all. He can dominate a game by himself. There 
aren't many of those any more.” — Reed Johnson, 
Denver 

“He’s an excellent receiver, just an excellent receiver. 
As a runner he doesn't look as elusive as he is. He's 
gota funny knack for bursting out of it. You look at 
him and say, ‘He doesn’t have real good lateral 
movement,’ but he doesn’t seem to need it. He just 
makes one move and boom. He’s not a burner, but 
his speed is better than you think.” — Jerry Reichow, 
Minnesota 

“He’sa hell ofa player. He can do it all. Great hands, 
great blocker, He can play fullback, play halfback. 
Even though he played hurt this year, he was still able 
to show you some things.” — Joe Woolley, Phila- 
delphia 

“You worry a little bit about his durability. He's a 
good player. He does not have great speed.” — Dick 
Steinberg, New England 

“He probably would have been the Heisman Trophy 
winner if he hadn’t been hurt.” — Tom Boisture, 
New York Giants 


25. New Orleans — Craig Heyward, FB-RB, 
Pittsburgh 

“There’s an outstanding, productive player. He 
catches the ball extremely well. He’s one of the most 
initially quick people in the draft. His first couple of 
steps. he’s almost at full speed. He’s almosta freak of 
nature.” — John Butler, Buffalo 

“He’s like all the Cincinnati fullbacks going back to 
Boobie Clark.” — Tom Braatz, Green Bay 

“I don't know where he’s going to fit in. He weighed 
253 pounds the other day and our guy got him in 
4.81. | wouldn't want to put my owner’s money on 
him. He's been very productive, but I haven’t seen 
many 253-pound fullbacks who are 5-11 who have 
been highly successful.” — Anonymous (NFL direc- 
tor of player personnel) 

“You're always going to be fighting a weight problem 
with him. You take a fat guy, and you're taking a 
problem.” — Anonymous (NFL director of player 
personnel) 


26. Los Angeles Raiders (from San Francisco) 
— Scott Davis, DE, Illinois 

“There are guys like him taken in the first round 
every year. Look at last year. Danny Noonan. Jason 
Buck. Shawn Knight. He’s as good or better than 
those guys.” — Ken Herock, Atlanta 

“He's an underachiever. But he could bea good one.” 
— Tom Boisture, New York Giants 

“You like him because of the pass rush ability. The 
short suit is inconsistency.” — Tom Braatz, Green 
Bay 

“He’s more of a potential guy. He has that great size 
and ability but he hasn't produced yet — Jerry 
Reichow, Minnesota 


27. Denver — Ted Gregory, NT, Syracuse , 
“He’s awfully short and he’s been hurt.” — Anony- 
mous (NFL director of player personnel) 

“I don’t think he’s a first-round choice.” — Anony- 
mous (NFL director of player personnel) 

“He's a real fireball.” — Jerry Vainisi, Detroit 


28. Chicago (from Washington) — Wendell 
Davis, WR, Louisiana State 

“To me, he’s a fast Drew Pearson. You throw him the 
ball in clutch situations and 90 percent of the time 
he’s going to catch the sucker.” — Reed Johnson, 
Denver 

“Davis is a crafty, clever receiver. He knows how to 
play the game. He knows how to run routes.” — 
Anonymous (NFL director of player personnel) 
“He has great hands, but probably doesn’t have quite 
the speed some of those others have. He makes some 
outstanding catches. He plays tough.” — Joe Wool- 
ley, Philadelphia 
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GUYS 


Remember Jerry Kramer and Fuzzy Thurston, left 
guard and right guard? Tiptoeing together in 3/4 time? 
Turning the corner and looking for linebackers for lunch? 
Yeah? You do remember? 

Good. Sit down, stay away from fried foods, and bun- 
dle up when you take your Geritol. You're dating yourself. 
In today’s big-bellied NFL, a pulling guard is a guy who 
jerks the lever on a vending machine. A trap is what you 
set, in the street, to cause a flat tire ona hoagie truck. And 
a 250-pound guard is the equivalent of a California con- 
dor. Not quite extinct, but not found in everybody's back- 
yard, either. 

There’s only one chance for a kid to line up beside the 
ball in the NFL these days. A fat one. Slim left town a 
couple of years ago. “The name of the game these days is 
mash-ball,” says Bill Kuharich, player personnel director 
for the New Orleans Saints. “Get big: linemen and go 
straight ahead. And I don't see it changing for a while.” 

“Big linemen” is a cute term for what’s happening. It’s 
kind of like calling Lake Michigan a good-sized puddle. 
Last year’s Saints, for instance, featured seven fellows who 
tipped the Toledos at 290 pounds-plus, led by 298-pound 
tackle Jim Dombrowski. Seven players involved in last 
year’s AFC and NFC championship games were over 287 
pounds. Significantly, none was a member of the Denver 
Broncos, who were sat upon by the Washington Redskins 
in the Super Bowl. And the Dallas Cowboys went to an 
administrative form of carbohydrate loading, with tons- 
of-fun linemen like Jeff Zimmerman, Larry Smith, Nate 
Newton and Reggie Smith blotting out the sun for Her- 
schel Walker. 

“It’s amazing,” says Jim Hanifan, offensive line coach 
forthe Atlanta Falcons. “The guards are beginning to look 
like tackles used to, and the tackles are bigger than ever. 
But | don’t think there’s any question that these guys are 
better athletes than the ones who used to play. I’ve been 
around the country scouting the big college linemen, and 
what they can do boggles the mind.” 


by Mark Whicker 


Once in a while, though, a load of lard slips through. 

The Cowboys have to haul out the salad during every 
training camp for Newton, who showed up at one mini- 
camp weighing a very maxi 361 pounds. Curtis Rouse is 
hanging on at San Diego, but the limb is about to break. 
The ex-Viking guard is listed at 335. 

He’s an ex-Viking because Viking coach Jerry Burns cut 
him twice, although in a charitable moment he said, 
“Someday all linemen will be 340 and we'll say Curtis was 
just ahead of his time.” Rouse, who spends most of his 
training table time sipping soup, and not always with a 
shovel, once broke down and joined an aerobics elass. “I’m 
not ashamed to say | go there,” he said. “I know every- 
body’s looking at me but I don’t mind. And I must say | 
enjoy the scenery.” 

Jerry Glanville, the Houston coach, didn’t waste many 
workouts getting rid of the enormous Jerrell Franklin, but 
not before observing, “It looks like someone sat in his lap 
and didn’t leave.” 

San Francisco’s Bubba Paris is still on alternating sides 
of the 300 mark, depending on the diet, although he 
resents his bulbous identity. “People have disrespected me 
for my weight and made my life miserable,” he said. 

And Dave Richards, a UCLA guard who was supposed 
to go high in the draft, went wide instead. Showing up at 
312 pounds at the scouting combine, Richards picked up 
the nickname “Beached Whale” from the amused scouts. 
He went to San Diego (the team, not Sea World) in the 
fourth round, having lost several pounds of bargaining 
power. : 

One guy who agrees that a waist is a terrible thing to 
mind is James FitzPatrick, former first-round draft pick 
of the San Diego Chargers. He would be a former Charger 
altogether, but he finally managed to cut down on his 
navel base. “I've played two years,” said the tackle from 
USC. “I was 314 my first year and 285 my second year. | 


found out playing at 285 was a lot better for me. This year | 
plan to play at about 300. 

“I’m 6-foot-8 so I can’t be much lighter than 285. But 
when | was too heavy I lost all my confidence. | just came 
to camp too heavy and | didn’t realize what it took. It 
turned out to be an embarrassing experience. The pro 
game is so much faster than college. You don’t realize that, 
watching TV.” s 

The Chargers didn’t mind that the sportswriters took 
charge of the process of embarrassment. When one of 
them devoted an entire training camp story to “FatzPat- 
rick,” a Charger public relations aide showed it to FitzPat- 
rick at breakfast. “I hadn't been reading what was in the 
papers,” he said. “It wasn’t the kind of nickname I was 
proud of. But I brought it all on myself. | got together with 
(ex-Charger guard) Ed White, who’s been in on more 
snaps than any lineman in history, | guess. He showed me 
what it takes to win in this league.” 

But FitzPatrick sounds excited when he talks about 
what the Chargers will do to move the ball in 1988. 
Namely: one, two, three, grunt. “Our line philosophy will 
be to slow it downa little bit and hit the sleds,” he said. “No 
more of these footsie games we've been trying.” 

Footsie games, for most football traditionalists, were 
the only things that separated offensive linemen from beer 
hall bouncers. Finesse. Intelligence. Footwork. Stuff that 
made you glad they invented instant-replay, to make some 
sense out of all that ground clutter. 

Rams’ coach John Robinson liked all that. “I really 
don’t think the huge linemen will be around that much 
longer,” said Robinson, who has no 290-pounders on his 
squad. “You're going to see a return to the pulling guard 
and that kind of offense.” 

He is in the minority. “When it’s a good big man against 
a good little man, you know who wins,” says Dallas 
offensive line coach Jim Erkenbeck. “You play 20 games 
minimum. A bigger guy won't get hurt as much. At the end 
of the game ora season, the smallish good player is banged 
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FATSO 
SPEAKS OUT 
ON FAT GUYS 


(Hall-of-Famer Art Donovan, the 
original Fat Guy, wrote of his days in 
the National Football League when 
“men were really men.” His book, 
Fatso, was written with Bob Drury 
and published by Williams Moore & 
Company, Inc., 1987.) 


by Phil Jackman 


His book is entitled “Fatso” and Hall of Fame 
tackle Artie Donovan was never one given to false 
advertising. What you see is what you get; ask David 
Letterman. Donovan is the only one to ever render 
the late-night television wise-cracker speechless. 

The former Baltimore Colt great was among the 
first of pro football’s really huge linemen, guys who 
used to show up for pre-season camp on flatbed 
trucks and who could never be weighed accurately 
because of the 300-pound weight limit of most scales. 

“Back when | was in high school (in the early 1940s 
in New York City), the really big kids went about 230 
pounds,” recalls the modern-day restaura- 
teur (what else?). “They were a little bit 
bigger than that in college, but not 
much. 


“Our coach at Boston College, Denny Myers, 
didn’t care how big we got. In 1948, the line we had 
was bigger than the one playing for the (NFL) Bos- 
ton Yanks. We went about 270 apiece, Ernie Staut- 
ner, Dom Papaleo, Yo-Yo Glanelli, Ed Kennedy, 
Art Spinney and me. Sure, there were some bigger 
guys around, but I always thought it was kind of a 
gimmick, going out and getting some big fatso to 
anchor himself in the middle of the field so the other 
team couldn't run straight ahead. 

“A guy like that we had (at B.C.) was a kid named 
Simonetti. He ended up becoming a sheriff some- 
where in Ohio and they had to construct a special 
cruiser for him to drive around in. He was up around 
350 pounds.” 

Naturally, when you're discussing large people, 
invariably talk gets around to yarns concerning con- 
sumption and voraciousness. Donovan has one for 
every day he has been alive since 1926. 

One of his favorites goes back to his early years in 
Baltimore when team members found themselves in 
a quandary over whether Gino Marchetti or Don 
Joyce could eat the most chicken. These were simpler 
times, remember. 

“There was about $500 in the pot when the guys sat 
down,” Artie recalls. “Marchetti was eating only the 
chicken and got up to 26 pieces. But Joyce was eating 
peas and mashed potatoes, you know, the full Mary- 
land dinner. Joyce kept eating and went right past 
Marchetti. He ate, and we counted, 36 separate piec- 
es of fried chicken, all with peas and potatoes. 

“When the match was over, he poured himself an 
iced tea. Then, know what he did next? He reached in 
his pocket, pulled out a saccharin tablet, dropped it 

in the glass.and said, ‘I’m on a diet.’” 
Donovan is convinced it was his old coach, 
Weeb Ewbank, who foresaw utilizing the 
‘\. biggest guys he could find for reasons 


other than bodies to shield him from the elements on 
the sidelines or to fill out the last three rows of the 
team picture. 

“Weeb’s defensive line of Marchetti, Joyce, Tom 
Finnin, Joe Campanella, myself and, later, Big 
Daddy Lipscomb, all played tackle in college. Gino, 
the greatest lineman I ever saw, was drafted out of 
San Francisco by the (Dallas) Texans as a tackle and. . 
in 1952-53, played offense. He got switched to defen- 
sive end in 54. Spinney and Alex Sandusky, on the 
other hand, played defensive end in college and 
ended up playing offensive guard. Weeb was a mas- 
ter at figuring out where to play guys. Spinney and 
Sandusky were so tough, he knew he had to have 
them in there somewhere.” 

The players mentioned were the men comprising 
the Colt team that dominated the late ‘50s and won 
the so-called “Greatést Game Ever Played” show- 
down against the New Y ork Giants for the NPL title 
in 1958. After a couple of years of seasoning, 
Ewbank’s huge defensive line was the scourge of the 
game, promptingat least one training camp rookie to 
complain, “Man, that Donovan looks mean enough 
to kill a gnat with a sledge hammer.” Artie used to 
line up alongside Marchetti and this same rookie 
explained, “They look like two tractor trailers trying 
to pass on the highway.” Unfortunately for the camp 
tryout, he was a much better wordsmith than 
baliplayer. 

“It wasn’t so much the size as the quickness of 
some of these guys,” Donovan continued. “My first 
Pro Bowl I was ona line that averaged more than 300 
pounds, and we're talking more than 30 years ago. 
Les Bingaman (Detroit) weighed about 340 pounds 
and I was going about 320 at the time. The other guys 
went about 290 apiece and the thing about them was 
they could all run. 

“One thing, though, | could never run. I could stay 


up and beat up, and some of that quickness he used to use 
has been lost. You can see that on film all the time. That’s 
when the big man takes over. The same thing happens in 
every sport. Magic Johnson is a 6-9 guard. In the old days 
he'd be a center.” 

Dallas had better success in 1987 blocking Giants’ line- 
backer Lawrence Taylor, for instance, than ever before. 
That, says Erkenbeck, is because the Cowboys quit trying 
to run away from him and went right at him with beef. The 
supermen at outside linebacker — Taylor, Andre Tippett, 
Cornelius Bennett — have made the sweep play an 
anachronism. 

“You have to look at who you're blocking,” Erkenbeck 
says. “Reggie White of the Eagles weighs 290 pounds, and 
in the Superstars competition he darn near outsprinted 
Albert Lewis of Kansas City, who's a cornerback. We put 
Kevin Gogan, who’s 6-7, 300, on White, and he did about 
as good a job as anybody could.” 

Dallas went humongous in the draft this year. In the 
seventh round it picked Owen Hooven of Oregon State. 
It’s not true that the Oregon Trail could be traced on 
Hooven’s person, but it’s close. He’s a dainty lad of 6-foot- 
9, 310. 

“This was his only year of fulltime football,” said Mark 
Weber, Hooven’s offensive line coach at OSU. “He trans- 
ferred from junior college, and in 86 they played him half 
of one game and blew a year of eligibility. 

“We felt he was athletic enough that if he lifted and got 
quicker, he could play. And he did. When the scouts came 
around we gave them the films against USC and UCLA 
because he played better against those teams. Their reac- 
tion? Speechless, when they saw him. Most people have 
never seen a guy that big.” 

Riddled with the insecurities that often befall people 
who have to go to the Big & Tall Shop, Hooven blossomed 
personally as well. “The nickname for him used to be 
Slow-Movin’ Owen Hooven,” Weber said. “Now it’s Fast- 
Movin’ Owen Hooven.” 

One cannot go much further without uttering an ugly 
eight-letter word. Steroids. 

Everybody denies it and everybody does it. Even Dave 
Cadigan, a USC All-America who wanted to be the top 
guard taken in the draft. He was, by the New York Jets, 
but then admitted he took steroids “to get the edge.” The 
Jets weren't ecstatic about this and neither were some 
ex-Trojan teammates who felt Cadigan spread guilt by 
association. “I'd say 70 percent of the linemen in the league 
take them,” said one personnel director. 


Always flirting with that 300-pound mark, San Francisco's 
Michael Carter has his 6-2 frame at a svelte 285 for 1988. 


with Bingaman for about six yards or so, then he'd be 
gone. I probably wouldn't have hung around too 
long if it wasn’t for Weeb’s ‘keying’ defense. Thing I 
had going is I could read plays and could get to the 
ball real quick.” 

Jim Parker, another Hall of Famer off that great 
Colt squad, learned as a rookie that size wasn’t the 
only thing his teammates had going. Donovan tells 
the story of how Ewbank instructed Marchetti to go 
all out against the first-year player in practice one 
day. 

“On the first play, Gino went around him,” recalls 
Donovan. “Then, he faked to his right, got Parker 
moving that way, gave him a shove in that direction 
and shot back to the left. Finally, after doing every- 
thing but jump over him, Marchetti did that, too. 

“Parker looked at me and said, ‘Hey, Artie, what 
do I do now?’ All I could tell him is ‘Stand there and 
applaud.’ ” 

Another thing Parker decided to do is get bigger. 
With Lipscomb, Donovan and 300-something Sher- 
man Plunkett as models, he had no trouble taking on 
the dimension of a McDonald's (sans arches). 

“But, we were all big-chested and naturally strong 
guys,” said Donovan. “Hell, we didnt have weight 
programs and all that. | didn’t even know what 
weights were. Did you ever notice that nowadays 
players have huge upper bodies and arms, but they’re 
really not that big? I mean, their hips and legs are 
fairly small. I hate to think how big some of the 
old-timers would have gotten if they lifted weights.” 

With the poundage derby in the NFL all but a 
standoff, coaches and personnel people have been 
searching for taller and taller linemen, a situation 
that has its drawbacks, according to Donovan. He 
cites Washington's Super Bowl victory over Denver 
as an example. “I was up in Atlantic City watching 
the game ina big hall full of people and after about 
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old-timers would have gotten if they 

lifted weights ... | didn’t even know 
what weights were.” : 
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two minutes I knew the Redskins were going to 
murder them. The Broncos had all these tall, skinny 
guys on the defensive line.” 

Well, relatively speaking. “Rulon Jones (6-6) is a 
good player, but the guy he was playing against for 
Washington was wider and more compact,” con- 
tinued Donovan. “If two guys line up against each 
other and they're both the same size and ability, sure 
as hell one isn't about to go right through the other 
one. It’s the guy who gets down low, who gets the 
leverage, that wins the battle. The Washington line- 
men stepped back, got squared away and just stayed 
under and controlled the guys from Denver.” 

“I think some of the coaching geniuses today are 
missing the boat by insisting some guys be such-and- 
such a height. A couple of years ago, I sent a kid 
down to (former teammate Don) Shula in Miami 
who was 6-2, 265 pounds and a good player. 

“About a month later I got a message from him 
through an in-law saying ‘Stop sending midgets.” | 
think the best offensive lineman the Dolphins had on 
those great teams of the 70s was Ed Newman. He 
was 6-2. Same goes for Bob Kuechenberg. He was 
only 6-2.” 

Donovan, be advised, stands 6-!. Which means, in 
his heyday, he was nearly as wide as tall. Being of 
such girth, he was immediately 


recognizable. 

“This was especially so in Chicago,” he relates. 
“There was this guy out there who was on me every 
time we played there from 1954 until I retired in 1962. 
We'd come out in the pre-game and he’d start holler- 
ing,*You big, fat...’ ‘cause I had nothing to do while 
the other guys were warming up. I'd just stand there 
and shake a leg or two and twist my wrist around. 

“Years later, the guy come up to me at some kind 
of banquet in Chicago and said, “You don’t remem- 
ber me, do you?’ Of course I did. I think he thinks I 
was going to kick him in the ass or something, but I 
toll him he was my buddy. Everything was so serious 
just before a game like that and he used to get me 
laughing. It helped.” 

Today, besides constant television appearances, 
Donovan maintains a radio talk show during the 
season, is on the speaking circuit and runs a country 
club the family has owned for years. He got out of the 
liquor store business years abe when one too many 
guys walked in brandishing a gun and looking for 
pocket change. 

The son of the boxing Hall of Fame referee with 
the same name (only with a Sr. after) still knocks off 
as much beer and as many cheeseburgers as he can 
get his hands on while carrying good health “despite 
never having eaten a vegetable in my life.” 

Artie’s days of eating contests are apparently past, 
the result of his impressive victory over legendary 
baseball pitcher Bobo Newsom one evening in 
Baltimore. 

“They said the guy could eat,” recalls Artie. “He 
came over from Washington and, believe me, he was 
nothing. We were going to start out eating hot dogs 
and he didn’t even finish his 25. When we got to the 
whole turkey, he wasn't even able to help out. I ended 
up finishing the whole thing. He just sat there turning 
green.” 


“I can tell, usually,” Robinson said. “Steroid guys are 
the ones looking in the mirror, admiring their bodies and - 
the way they look. The true football players are doing 
athletic things, playing hoops, messing around. They're 
the guys I want.” 

“You can tell when you grab their arms,” Rams’ nose 
tackle Greg Meisner said. “You feel all the water in there. 
You can tell when somebody’s taking the juice.” 

“If you took them off steroids,” said Browns’ nose tackle 
Bob Golic, “they'd look like raisins.” 

A key statistic these days is body fat. Sportswriters, 
shuddering as they wonder what rheirs is, don’t like men- 
tioning it, but every NFL club gauges it now. FitzPatrick’s 
is 18 to 19 percent, he guesses. Erkenbeck says !5 percent is 
acceptable. Hanifan says Bill Fralic, his All-Pro guard, is 
well under !0 percent. 

“Fralic weighs about the same thing Dan Dierdorf did 
when I coached him in St. Louis,” Hanifan said. “They're 
both about 290 or 295. Except that Dierdorf was that big 
naturally. Fralic is unbelievable in the weight room. 

“It’s the same thing you used to hear in other sports. 


“When it’s a good big man against a good 
little man, you know who wins.” 


Weights make you musclebound. Well, that’s not true and 
a guy like Fralic makes it work for him. You need guys 
that big these days because the guys they're trying to block, 
they're a bitch-and-a-half.” 

“A guy like(Minnesota’s) Chris Doleman (245 pounds) 
killed us on the pass rush in our playoff game last year,” 
Kuharich:said. “He and Keith Millard combined, that is. 
Well, Doleman is going to outquick any of your linemen. 
But if you have a big guy on the line that can slow him 
down a little bit, that’s all it takes. And a bigger guy has a 
better chance. 

“Believe me, it’s not that they're not athletes. Jim Dom- 
browski was a hockey player in high school. Even if he was 
only 240 pounds then, can you imagine? A guy like that on 
skates?” 

No. 

Notany easier than you could imagine, five years ago, a 
guy 290 pounds skating around ona football field, looking 
more or less inconspicuous in the NFL’s mammoth 
stampede. O 


Dallas’ Nate Newton works (off?) his 325 pounds with line 
coach Jim Erkenbeck. 
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70.0 and over Super Bowl Quality Team; Exceptionally Strong And 
Balanced 


65.0 To 70.0 Definite Playoff Contender With The Talent To Reach The 
Super Bowl 


60.0 To 65.0 Solid Club With Playoff Possibilities But Only A Slim Super 
Bowl Chance 


55.0 To 60.0 A Playoff Longshot With Too Many Holes To Seriously 
Threaten The Big Boys 


55.0 and under A Re-Building Project With Middle-of-the-Pack Objectives 
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Buffalo, a team that was perilously close to sliding into 
nearby Lake Erie a few years back, is suddenly among the 
NEL’s big sharks, having captured renewed respect from 
the rest of the NFL. The respect came not so much for 
their 7-8 record of 1987 or the fact that they entered the 
final two weeks of play needing just a pair of victories to 
wrap up their first AFC East title since 1980. Nope, 
records are deceiving. What's got people once again look- 
ing at the Bills is that they've assembled a young and very 
gifted collection of players. Armed with a franchise quar- 
terback and an attacking defense, these guys can play with 
anybody. In fact, a year or two from now, the Buffalo 
organization and its fans will likely recall 1987-as the year 
the Bills went from league doormat to Super Bowl 
contender. 

From 4-12 in ‘86 to 7-8 in '87 might not seem like a 
major hike, until one realizes that in the three previous 
seasons the Bills won a /otal of just eight games. For the 
first time since 1966, Buffalo beat Miami twice in the same 
season. There were three victories over playoff teams, 
including a 21-14 win over eventual AFC titlist. Denver. 
There were three road victories, the most in four years, and 
a lopsided win over AFC East Champion Indianapolis in 
the Hoosier Dome. 

So, what to do for an encore? That’s easy: the Bills can 
finish in 1988 what they started last season. The fact is, last 
year the Bills may simply have arrived too soon. Even 
coach Marv Levy, a man who vowed to make the club as 
good as he could as quickly as he could, certainly could not 
have predicted such a rapid ascent. This year, Buffalo 
won't sneak up on anyone. Then again, they may not have 
to. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END The Andre Reed-Chris Burkett tan- 


dem led all league wide receiver duets last season with 113 
catches, and only 13 yards and one touchdown separated 
No. | man Reed from his partner. But, ina twist on the old 
saw, in the case of the Bills, a lack of haste led to too much 
waste. Reed and Burkett area marvelous pair of wideouts. 
But, if it’s true that speed kills, the Bills will never be 
convicted of first-degree murder. Their passing game is 
more a matter of, maybe, involuntary manslaughter. 
They chip away at you. Levy, anxious to take full advan- 
tage of Jim Kelly’s big arm, would welcome a legitimate 
deep threat. He'd also like to stretch the patterns of Reed 
and Burkett about five yards deeper. 

For all their physical dissimilarities, Reed and Burkett 
have intriguingly similar career numbers. Over the past 
two seasons, the pair has combined for 200 catches, 3,033 
yards and 20 touchdowns. Reed, who has worked hard to 
refine a few excellent moves, mostly to the sideline, runs 
like a tailback after the catch. Although he lacks separa- 
tion speed, Reed has strong hands and superior leaping 
ability, two ingredients that turn a lot of jump-ball situa- 
tions into big gains. He’s also blessed with excellent body 
control and hand-eye coordination. Immune to pressure 
and very tough, Reed makes the big possession catches for 
the Bills. The long, lean Burkett is a deceptively fast long- 
strider, and is slippery enough to turn short slip-screens 
and quick tosses into big gainers. Like Reed, he’s an 
excellent jumper who can go up and get the ball. He'll also 
run through arm tackles. Unlike Reed, his routes are still 
lacking in polish and he’s afflicted by occasional bouts of 
dropsy. 

The Bills are hoping former USFL star Trumaine John- 
son, acquired from San Diego before the start of the 87 
season, can be the impact player his athletic skills suggest 
he could be. As the Bills’ third receiver, Johnson caught 15 
balls last season. But he still has all the old problems: 
inconsistency, lack of concentration and poor judgment, 
questionable hands, the Tin Man’s heart. After three NFL 
seasons of disappointment, maybe he can flower into 
something other than a thornbush, but it’s iffy. 

If there was a major disappointment in the Buffalo 
passing game last year, it was the drastic reduction in 
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production from the tight end slot. Pete Metzelaars* 
catches fell from 49 in 1986 to just 28 last year, his yardage 
was off by over 40 percent and his TD catches went from 
three to zero. Tall and rangy, the 6-7 former basketballer 
has a wingspan that can turn potential overthrows into 
receptions. Last year, Metzelaars seemed constantly un- 
able to avoid traffic and find the creases, and he short- 
armed too many high throws. His lack of speed, always a 
deficiency, seemed more apparent last year. In addition, 
he fumbled far too often (three times) fora man with only 
28 catches, and killed too many drives with holding penal- 
ties. Backup tight end Butch Rolle is a willing blocker with 
less than average receiving skills. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
OFFENSIVE LINE Other than a broken leg 


suffered by offensive line coach Jim Ringo in a freak 
sideline accident in Indianapolis, and hand and ankle 
hurts suffered by left tackle Will Wolford, the Bills” line 
remained pretty much intact through the '87 season. That 
was generally regarded as a plus, since the Bills nudged 
their per-carry yardage up slightly and cut their sacks 
allowed by eight. On the downside, the line, with three 
starters over 30 years of age and totalling almost three 
decades of NFL experience among them, wore down 
badly as the season progressed. By the time the final two 
crucial games rolled around, Buffalo’s front five seemed 
unable to clear running lanes and protect quarterback Jim 
Kelly. Age wail the only problem. The Bills’ starting five 
averages just 276 pounds and has two starters under 270. 
Where's the beef? It ain't in Buffalo, folks. 

One player with the potential to become special is Wol- 
ford, an All-Rookie right guard in '86, who, except for the 
injuries that caused him to miss three games, made a 
comfortable and generally effective transition to left 
tackle, where the Bills hope he'll protect Kelly’s blind side 
for the next decade. Not blessed with superior feet or long 
arms, Wolford isa positional, territorial pass blocker who 
blends good technique with grit and persistence. When 
healthy, he’s also a strong, tenacious run blocker. But, 
when his thumb was aching last season, he too often 
became a defensive blocker, a football counter-puncher. 


Still, most of the Bills’ short-yardage plays go behind him. 

Right tackle Joe Devlin, an I !-year veteran, has not 
missed a Snap in three seasons, has a shot at setting a Bills 
record for longevity, and is at the point in his career where 
savvy has replaced power and mobility. Devlin is an effi- 
cient player; there is never a wasted movement, rarely a 
missed assignment. Never a dominating run blocker, he 
earns his pay protecting No. 12. 

Guards Jim Ritcher and Tim Vogler and center Kent 
Hull all had productive first halves in 1987 before tailing 
off in the home stretch. Hull, with good initial quickness. 
excellent low strength and balance, can be a dominating 
blocker in tight at times. But he still gets too many stale- 
mates, even with ordinary nose tackles. The former 
USFL-er suffers when he’s got to block on the move and 
make snap decisions, but no one can question his dedica- 
tion and blue-collar work ethic. 

Ritcher, coming off a subpar °86 performance, was a 
consistent performer at left guard last year, but tailed off 
as the season wore on. Still straight-line fast and quick at 
age 30, Ritcher exerts tremendous effort and hustle, gets 
downfield well and seals off the backside on runs. Over the 
past few years, he’s also become a capable interior pass 
blocker. All this despite average feet, lateral movement 
and size. Vogler, at 32, has played everywhere on the Bills” 
line, and has settled in comfortably at right guard. His 
strength is probably his biggest asset. While he'll never 
visit the Pro Bowl as anything but a spectator, Vogler isn't 
going to hurt you, either. 

The best of the reserves could be former college center 
Leonard Burton, a naturally strong run blocker, who filled 
in effectively for Wolford last season. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
QUARTERBACK Jim Kelly doesn't walk into 


the huddle; he swaggers. He doesn't just lead: he pulls 
everyone else with him, like it or not. Even after establish- 
ing himself as a legitimate NFL star in 1986, he still had 
room for improvement in ‘87, and, according to Levy, 
took strides toward becoming a championship-caliber 
passer. What Kelly has done above all else is settle in nicely 
as a piece of the overall puzzle. Doubtless, he finds himself 
occasionally longing for the wide-open days of the USFL 
and Mouse Davis’ run-and-shoot offense. But Kelly has 
learned discipline. He rarely forces a ball into coverage 
anymore, only goes deep when the opening is there, and, 
all in all, lives within Levy’s passing-game rules. Hardly 
quick afoot, and lacking Dan Marino’s sense of where he 
is in relationship to the pass rush, Kelly compensates with 
excellent read-ability, a quick release and an above- 
average sense of timing. Few quarterbacks possess his arm 
strength, but he’s also learned the advantages of the touch 
pass. In short, Kelly is maturing, but hasn't quite ripened 
yet. There is some polish to be applied. Kelly must work 
on his footwork, quickening his drop and escaping the 
pocket a bit sooner. The big guy must also work on 
throwing on the run and across his body. 

Backup Frank Reich is a player who continues to 
intrigue Levy with his potential. The former Maryland 
star has good size, drives the ball well on the deep sideline, 
shows just enough touch and has demonstrated a willing- 


sai ia GRADE (max. 10): 8.0 
RUNNING BACKS Singer/ songwriter Roger 


Miller once observed that you “can’t rollerskate through a 
Buffalo herd,” but Bill fullback Jamie Mueller is trying to 
prove that he can both roller skate and be a one-man 
Buffalo herd. Mueller, who finished second on the team in 
rushing yardage (354, 4.3 average) had a long run last year 
of 20 yards, and just eight runs of 10 yards or more. He 
may not be the kind of back you build your running game 
around, but he runs low, carries people with him and 
brutalizes arm tacklers. Predominantly a tackle-to-tackle 
type, Mueller has enough speed to bounce outside when 
necessary. 

Levy's biggest offseason priority was to find what he 


calls an “every-down back,” a workhorse tailback type. 
“Ronnie Harmon, who stepped in for injured Robb Rid- 
dick last year, simply doesn’t fit the mold. An east-west 
runner with.more fancy steps than John Travolta, Har- 
mon can make things happen in a broken field. But in an 
offense Levy hopes will be ball-possessive, Harmon’s rou- 
tine is viewed strictly as dirty dancing. 

If Riddick returns to his pre-injury form, the urgency of 
the tailback situation will be at least lessened a bit. Riddick 
comes closer than Harmon to filling the role the coach 
envisions for his primary backfield threat. A slasher who 
runs harder than his size would indicate, Riddick plays 
20-30 pounds tougher than his body mass. That hellbent 
attitude is admirable, but also part of the problem, since 
it’s certain to lead to more injuries. Riddick darts, but he’s 
not afraid to lower his shoulder, either. His direction is 
always in the direction of the goal line, Riddick also has 
very good hands and runs precise circle routes. 

Backup fullback Carl Byrum started eight games before 
giving way to Mueller. He’s a physical blocker who needs a 
step more speed, even on the short-yardage stuff. Kerry 
Porter, a quick-cutter and accelerator, will get a long look. 


GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 
DEFENSIVE LINE Bruce Smith has a lot of 


qualities, but modesty hardly ranks foremost among 
them. Ask Smith who he feels is the best defensive end in 
football, and he'll barely blink in telling you he is. Based on 
his 1987 performance, only Philadelphia’s Reggie White 
might be able to give him a real argument. Smith, 
obviously miffed by a Pro Bow! snub following the 1986 
season, came back with a vengeance, concluding a tour de 
force season with MVP honors in Hawaii. The former No. 
| pick had 12 sacks, and has now totaled 33.5 traps in three 
seasons. Meaner than a junkyard dog, bigger than ol’ King 
Kong Bundy (well, almost), and with rocket-type speed 
out of the blocks, Smith is a one-man wrecking crew from 
the right side. He’s flexible, with a good wingspan, and 
closes quickly on the passer. Although he still lacks some 
awareness against the run, he’s improving in that area, too. 

Left end Sean McNanie, hampered by a bum shoulder 
most of last season, saw his sacks drop from 6.5 to 2.5, and 
had just one-half trap in the final 11 games he played. 
Because of the shoulder, McNanie lacked strength and the 
flexibility to swim underneath blocks. A tall, upright 
rusher when he’s healthy, he could benefit from playing 
alongside Cornelius Bennett. But, with Bennett coming on 
almost every passing down, he’s going to have to learn to 
anchor the strong side against the run to maintain his 
starting position. More than likely, he'll be challenged by 
second-year pro Lcon Seals, a pure pass rusher who rang 
up 3.5 sacks in his debut season. Seals has poor technique 
and looks erratic at times, But he’s quick, active and a 


better closer than most encyclopedia salesmen. Under- © 


sized, at just 245 pounds, Seals is hardly a stalwart versus 
the run, either. 

The re-emergence of the Buffalo defense came just in 
time to salvage the listing career of nose tackle Fred 
Smerlas. At 30 years old, Smerlas is the elder statesman of 
a unit that averages just 25. Smerlas has just 11.5 sacks in 
the past five years and managed only one last season. 
However, his real value in 87 came in softening up the 
middle for the Bills’ young linebackers. An emotional 
player who's lost some thrust off the mark, Smerlas still 
get8 occasional penetration, although most of his soirees 
into the enemy backfield are just memories. Smerlas relies 
more now on reading blocks and sacrificing himself to clog 


the inside lanes. GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
t 
LINEBACKERS Buffalo GM Bill Polian exe- 


cuted a double whammy to pull in the two most produc- 
tive players in the ‘87 lottery, Shane Conlan on draft day 
and Cornelius Bennett in a trade last fall. 

In Bennett, the Bills got a player who will be as dominat- 
ing on the left side as Bruce Smith is on the right. Despite 
playing only eight games last season, and after months of 
inactivity, the former Alabama star racked up impressive 
totals: 69 tackles, 8.5 sacks, seven quarterback pressures 
and an amazing five forced fumbles. His final-game per- 
formance against Philadelphia — 17 tackles, four sacks 
and three forced fumbles — may have been the most 
dominant defensive game by anyone all year. Take a 
neutron bomb and dress it in shoulder pads and you've got 
Bennett. Because of his explosive speed and athletic abil- 
ity, he must be accounted for on every play. Too tough to 
block with a halfback, too quick for a guard backing out, 
Bennett simply refuses to stay blocked. He chases down 
plays sideline-to-sideline. His only weakness appears to be 
in pass coverage, but since the Bills’ coaching staff hardly 

i plans to sacrifice his kamikaze blitzing to watch him chase 
after circling backs, it isn’t a major concern. 

Everything Bennett is outside, Conlan turned out to be 


inside. Although he started the season on the flank, the 
latest Penn State linebacking great was moved inside after 
five games and became the first Buffalo rookie to lead the 
team in tackles sirice Shane Nelson in 1977 (114). Conlan 
isn't an intimidating physical specimen, but he’s mentally 
alert, reads his keys in a millisecond and beats blockers 
into the gaps. He'll also deliver a blow. A mobile athlete 
with good quickness, he pursues very well and shows good 
instincts against the pass. 

Kansas City castoff Scott Radecic, another ex-Penn 
Stater, and Darryl Talley, a longtime disappointment, 
round out the starting four. Radecic does not move well in 
any direction and rarely makes a pursuit tackle. But as a 
blue-collar stuffer he fills the pill nicely. And his ability to 
work well in tight quarters often frees up Conlan to roam a 
bit more. Talley moved from the left to the right side, had 
probably his finest year as a pro, with 79 tackles, but 
continues to be an enigma as a pass-rusher. He registered 
only one sack last season, has just six in three years and too 
often looks lethargic on the field. A splendid athlete 
with excellent mobility, Talley plays high and too often 
lets blockers get into his body or cut his legs. 

Hal Garner, whose career has been marked by one 
injury after another, could move in as a replacement for 
Talley. A smart, instinctive player with good coverage 
skills, Bills coaches regard Garner as a comer. Vet Eugene 
Marve, who has slowed considerably, started early in the 
year, then was reduced to forgotten man status by the 
success of the Conlan-Radecic pairing. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.5 
DEFENSIVE BACKS The Bills’ defensive 


backs increased their interceptions by seven over 1986, but 
the secondary is still a soft spot in the Bills’ defense. 

Second-year free safety Mark Kelso was responsible for 
six thefts. For a guy with a bad case of the “terrible too’s” 
— too small, too slow, too inexperienced — Kelso proved 
a valuable link last season. His half-dozen interceptions 
were one more than the rest of the starters combined. A 
centerfield type who specializes in tips and overthrows, 
Kelso doesn’t move particularly well to ‘the ball, but 
always seems to be there when it comes down. He’s got 
surprising range, reacts well, has good hands and is a sure 
tackler. In short, he has good feel. 

Corners Nate Odomes and Derrick Burroughs started 
all 12 union games as a tandem, with mixed results. For 
the first time in his career, Burroughs wasn't sidelined by 
injury, but Bills’ coaches still don’t trust his skinny ankles, 
which are about as durable as a couple of Dixie cups. 
Burroughs did have a pair of interceptions, but he seems to 
have lost a step over his three pro years and he’s always 
been an inconsistent tackler. At a lanky 6-1, 180 pounds, 
he also has trouble delivering a good initial shiver, and 
often misses the first bump, putting him at an immediate 
disadvantage. 

Odomes had. a typical rookie season on the corner: 
flashes of brilliance tempered with times when he simply 
looked lost. Quick enough to outrun some of these errors, 
Odomes lacked coverage technique and recognition skills. 
His footwork is still in the remedial stage, and it’s tough to 
use all that catchup speed when you're trying to get your 
feet untangled. Still, the potential is there and he’s willing. 
If Odomes fails to cement his position, Roland Mitchell 
could claim his spot. Mitchell might also challenge Bur- 
roughs for the starting left corner’s position. Not particu- 
larly physical, Mitchell is an excellent jumper, has quick 
feet and has flashed some innate one-on-one skills. 

The strong safety job will be a battle between Ronnie 
Pittsand Dwight Drane, the former with a nose for the big 
play, the latter with a knack for the big hit. Despite not 
claiming the job until late in the season, Pitts had three 
interceptions. Hardly a burner, Pitts gets lured inside 
easily on play-action and lacks the speed to stick with the 
speedier tight ends and the mass to ward off the bigger 
ones. Drane simply can’t run backwards, but there’s no 
denying his reaction to the inside run. He’s a hammer just 
looking to nail some unsuspecting back or tight end. 


GRADE (max. 10): 4.0 
SPECIAL TEAMS TrcBills special teams units 


are generally superb. The kickoff coverage unit was the 
NFL’s best, allowing a puny average return of 15.8 yards. 
The punt coverage group was No. 2, surrendering just 5.1 
yards per return. Tony Furjanic is particularly effective as 
a wedge-buster, but the star is Steve Tasker, who earned a 
spot in the Pro Bowl with his “teams” play. Although the 
Bills were just | Sth overall on kickoff returns, the addition 
of Ricky Porter, who averaged 27.4' yards on eight run- 
backs, should solve that problem. The punt return game, 
2Ist in 87, is another story. : 

Punter John Kidd continues to be one of the league’s 
most consistent, tying for the league lead in kicks inside the 
20-yard line, with 20. His 34.5-yard (net) average was the 
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AFC’s fourth best, but, with Kidd, it’s hangtime, not 
distance, that counts. Kicker Scott Norwood, short but 
accutate, hit 10 of 15 field goals, but the longest was just 45 


yards. GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 


COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION Owner Ralph Wilson's wis- 


est move was putting the team in the hands of astute 
football people. GM Bill Polian has reshaped the team, 
showing imagination and daring. Certainly, if the Bills do 
as well as expected in ’88, he'll be a leading candidate for 
“Executive of the Year” honors. Scouting chief John 
Butler has also done an excellent job. 

The key is that both men work well with Levy, a meticu- 
lous planner and exacting technician. Offensively, Ted 
Marchibroda has been a settling influence on Kelly. De- 
fensively, coordinator Walt Corey has been given the 
freedom, and the players, to construct one of the NFL's 


Desi SOUE UO GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


DRAFT According to Polian, the common threads 
running through the Bills’ draft were speed, intelligence 
and football temperament. Some people might also add 
risk-taking. If Thurman Thomas’ left knee problems are 
behind him and receiver Bernard Ford can play against 
top-flight competition, the Bills will have filled their two 
biggest needs with a pair of exciting players. If not, they'll 
have, in essence, thrown two more names into the Corne- 
lius Bennett deal. : 


1988 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): 2 (13.40) 
THURMAN THOMAS, RB, Oklahoma State; 3. (12.65) BERNARD FORD, 
WR. Centrai Florida: 5.( 14,123) EZEKIAL GADSON, DB, Pittsburgh; 5. (26.135) 
KIRK ROACH, K, Western Curolina: 6. (13,150) DAN MURRAY, LB, East 
Stroudsburg; 7. (12.177) TIM BORCKY, OT. Memphis State; 7. (19.184) JOHN 
“BO” WRIGHT. RB, Alabama: 8. (11.204) JOHN HAGY. DB, Texas: 8. (20.213) 
JEFF WRIGHT. NT. Central Missouri State: 9. (14,235) CARLTON BAILEY. 
NT. North Carolina: 10. (13.262) MARTIN MAYHEW. DB, Florida State: i!. 
(12,289) PETE CURKENDALL, NT, Penn Stute: 12. (4,309) JOHN DRISCOLL, 
OT. New Hampshire; 12. (11,316) TOM ERLANDSON, LB. Washington. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 


VETERANS ROSTER 
BIRTH NFL 


. OATE COLLEGE EXP. 
8/25/66 Alabama 
11/25/60 Central Michigan 
7/11/64 Pittsburgh 
8/21/62 Jackson St. 
5/18/62 Memphis St. 
6/18/64 S. Carolina 
10/12/57 Clemsons 
6/29/63 Miss. Valley St. 
4/29/62 Pittsburgh 
4/3/64 Penn State + 
2/23/54 towa 
5/6/62 Oklahoma 
2/26/64 Notre Dame 
1/18/62 Utah St. 
11/2/62 Utah St. 

2/5/60 Wake Forest 
5/7/64 lowa 

1/13/61 Mississippi St. 
1/16/60 Grambling 6 
2/14/60 Miami (Fla.) 
7/23/63 William & Mary 
8/22/61 Northwestern 
11/2/69 Iinois 

9/9/61 San Diego St. 
8/14/60 Saginaw Valley St. 
5/24/60 Wabash 
3/15/64 Texas Tech 
10/4/64 Benedictine 
7/17/60 James Madison 
8/25/65 Wisconsin 
10/14/62 UCLA 

9/23/64 Washington St. 
1/14/60 Slippery Rock St. 
9/28/58 Oklahoma St. 
6/14/62 Penn State 
1/29/64 Kutztown, Pa. 
12/4/61 Maryland 
4126/57 Millersville St. 
5/21/58 N. Carolina St, 
8/19/64 Michigan St. 
1/30/64 Jackson St. 
4/8/57 Boston Coltege 
6/18/63 Virginia Tech 
7/10/60 W. Virginia 
4/10/62 Northwestern 

y 11/20/62 Nebraska 
10/2/56 Ohio St. 
5/18/64 Vanderbilt 


NAME 
Bennett, C. 
Bentley. R. 
Brown, T. 
Burkett. C. 
Burroughs. D. 
Burton, L. 
Butler, J. 
Byrum. C. 
Christy. G. 
Conlan. S. 
Devlin, J. 
Orane, D. 
Furjanic, T. 
Garner, H. 
Hamby. M. 
Hammond, S. 
Harmon, R. 
Huil. K. 
Johnson. T. 
Kelly, J. 
Kelso. M. 
Kidd, J. 
Lingner, A. 
McNanie, S. 
Marve, E. 
Metzelaars, P. 
Mitchell, BR. 
Mueller. J. 
Norwood. S. . 
Odomes, N. 
Pitts, R. 
Porter, K. 
Porter, R. 
Prater. D. 
Radecic. S. 
Reed, A. 
Reich. F. 
Riddick, R. 
Ritcher. J. 
Rolie. B. 
Seals, L. 
Smertas. F. 

. Smith, B. 
Talley. 0. 
Tasker, S. 
Traynowicz,M. G 
Vogler. T. G 
Wolford, W. T 
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INDIANAPOLIS 


1987 RECORD: 9-6 


When you're searching for the ever-nebulous right place 
at the right time, neither Rand-McNally nor Rolex is of 
much assistance. But Colts general manager Jim Irsay just 
might be. After all, the NFL’s youngest GM found a way 
of reuniting Ron Meyer and Eric Dickerson — former 
SMU coach and All-American, respectively —in Indiana- 
polis, and the pair managed to turn the AFC East’s most 
lovable losers into 9-6 division champions. 

Neither Meyer nor Dickerson came cheaply. But both 
managed to find contentment in Indy, and, of course, big 
bucks in the previously sealed coffers of once-penurious 
Colts owner Bob Irsay. Meyer, 12-6 since replacing Rod 
Dowhower on Dec. |, 1986, earned a guaranteed $750,000 
in salary and two more insured years on his contract by 
becoming the first Colts coach since Ted Marchibroda in 
1977 to guide the team to a plus-.500 mark. 

Dickerson cost the Colts a No. | pick, a pair of second- 
round choices and little used running back Owen Gill, not 
to mention a four-year, $5.6 million contract. But it also 
relieved Bob Irsay of the potential albatross of yet another 
prolonged negotiation with a first-rounder this year (none 
of the team’s last three No. | picks made it to training 
camp on time), and gave him the kind of star he needed to 
convince increasingly skeptical Indianapolis fans that-he 
was serious about winning. In the one-back set to which 
Meyer is married, and which no man will put asunder, 
Dickerson enjoyed wedded bliss, rushing for 1,011 yards 
in nine games. He enables Meyer to play the kind of 
right-wing football he covets. 

Still, there’s a gnawing question of whether the Colts 
have yet turned the corner or remain a season or two away. 
Despite Jim Irsay’s assertion that the five-year plan 
enacted following the 82 season flowered a year late, the 
best may be yet to come. The Colts’’87 roster averaged just 
25.9 years of age and 3.6 seasons of NFL experience. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END If you believe in fables, the tortoise 


always defeats the hare. But Aesop never coached or 
played in the NFL, and Meyer is anxious to add overall 
speed and maybe a homerun threat to a receiving corps 
lacking alacrity. Wide receivers Matt Bouza and Bill 
Brooks have combined for more receptions (229) than any 
other AFC wideout tandem in the two years they've been 
together, but their 14.2-yard average is the conference's 
worst over the same period. The situation doesn't get 
much better when extended to starting tight end Pat 
Beach. The “Three B’s” trio has the AFC’s fourth-best 
wide receivers-tight end reception total, 282, in the past 
two seasons, but the worst average, 13.3 yards. 

Actually, it’s a shame Brooks doesn’t have pure sprinter’s 
speed, because the two-year veteran has everything else. 
Blessed with tailback-type running ability after the catch, 
‘and a running back’s body, too, Brooks has lowered his 
40-yard dash time to about 4.5, but still lacks the after- 
burner kick. No matter, since his desire knows only one 
gear and he regularly outhustles defensive backs to the 
underthrown ball. Excellent hands, superior leaping abil- 
ity and undaunted nerves are other notables. 

More Biletnikoff than Baryshnikov, Bouza runs the 
inside and outside medium-range routes equally well, has 
dropped, by unofficial count, just three catchable balls in 
two seasons, and has the kind of size that allows him to 
hunker down and anchor up in the secondary seams. 
Speed? Well, let's just say that after six professional sea- 
sons, the longest catch of Bouza’s career is just 44 yards. 
Privately, Meyer would love to get a burner to supplant 
Bouza in the starting lineup, then use Matt as his third- 
down possession specialist. 

If Meyer can’t discover a burner at wide receiver, he 
wouldn't mind unearthing a tight end who could split the 
zone deep. But, on a team that figures to run the ball 60 
percent of the time by design, Beach could be hard to 
unseat. Perceived as lean and rawboned, Beach is sneaky- 
strong, particularly on the in-line stuff and in situations 
where he’s used as a pass-blocker. On sweeps, he tends to 
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use his hands a little too much and draws holding calls. As 
a receiver, Beach is more comfortable against a zone, lacks 
the moves to ever scare any NFL safety and too often 
comes up short of the sticks on third down. 

Depth isa major problem, especially at wideout. Meyer 
is hopeful that water bug Clarence Verdin, who was 
acquired from the Redskins in March, can address the 
speed problem. H-back Mark Boyer blocks well on the 
move and runs the sideline patterns well, but isn’t going to 
dust many secondaries deep. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
OFFENSIVE LINE wWhenyou place three play- 


ers, two of them starters, on the AFC’s Pro Bowl squad, it 
stands to reason you should be pretty happy with what's 
up front. When you increase your rushing yardage by 53 
percent and cut the sacks against by 55 percent, you have a 
right to be downright thrilled. The Colts did all of that, 
and it didn’t even take a piece of manic fiction from Indy 
native Kurt Vonnegut. Still, the fivesome of tackles Chris 
Hinton and Kevin Call, guards Ron Solt and Ben Utt and 
center Ray Donaldson aren’t yet the Slaughterhouse Five. 
The line still has plenty of room for improvement. 

The best of the Colts’ Pro Bowlers was right guard Solt, 
who bounced back from a wrist injury that stunted his 
development in 1986. The team’s strongest player, Solt isa 
tremendous drive blocker, a guy who can flat-out domi- 
nate with his lower-body strength and in-line thrust. 
Where Solt’s game improved most was in his pass block- 
ing. He began moving his feet much better and redirecting 
the rush to the outside. 

Hinton had less success in pass protection, permitting 
eight of the 24 sacks recorded against the Colts last season. 
Blessed with Hall of Fame natural athletic talent, but 
possessing the personality of grass growing, Hinton leans 
far too much on his innate skills to get by. Despite good 
agility and ease of movement, he has trouble aplenty with 
the fast-starting upfield defensive rush ends like Buffalo's 
Bruce Smith. As a run blocker, he’s explosive at times, 
lethargic at others. Some personnel types insist he’s a 
guard, out of position on the outside. 

The Colts’ least expendable player is probably Donald- 
son, who has played every offensive snap in each of the 
past three seasons. A squat, squarish type of player, nearly 
as wide as he is high, Donaldson can occupy even the best 
of nose tackles, which allows the Colts to eschew the 
double-team and use their guards to help out elsewhere. 
Donaldson doesn’t push people around as much as he 
envelops them, but there are people in the league who feel 
he’s not only supplanted Dwight Stephenson as the NFL’s 
best center, but has also become the league’s best lineman, 
period. 

Left guard Utt and right tackle Call are similar blue- 
collar types who seem on the verge of rising above modest 
talent. Utt in particular enjoyed a fine season in '87, and 
Call is so big and such a willing worker that if he simply 
improves his foot movement just a little, he will become 
more than adequate. 

Randy Dixon is strong and quick and will push for a 
starting job as soon as he gets a better handle on the pro 
game and assimilates his assignments better. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 
QUARTERBACK After suffering four debili- 


tating injuries and two major shoulder hurts in just two 
seasons in Indianapolis, Colts’ management isn’t so en- 
amored of ex-Cowboy Gary Hogeboom as they once 
were. No wonder, In two seasons, he’s started just |] of the 
team’s 32 games. Publicly, Colts management expresses 
confidence Hogeboom can bounce back; privately, the 
club is concerned that the next hit he takes on the shoulder 
may be the last. Although Meyer still loves Hogey’s grasp 
of the game and his gambling ability, Hogeboom’s dra- 
matics have lately meant more sutures than scores. When 
he is healthy, Hogeboom is still adept at eliciting a good 
offensive mix and directing a good mid-range passing 
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game. But his ability to throw the deep ball effectively has 
obviously been impaired by the beating his shoulder has 
taken. All of which means that Jack Trudeau’s future with 
the Colts shines a lot brighter than it did a year ago at this 
time. 

Trudeau, much tougher physically than he looks, has 
also blossomed mentally. He raised his completion per- 
centage to 55.9 percent from 48.9 percent his rookie sea- 
son, stopped throwing into crowds and began taking what 
the defense gave him. In six of his last seven starts, he 
didn't throw an interception, and, during the crucial 
playoff stretch, he won three of four games. Trudeau has a 
good, live arm that can drive the ball adequately, a com- 
mand of the offense and good football smarts. That’s not 
to say he hasn’t retained a few shortcomings, most notably 
subpar drop-speed, average feet, average field vision anda 
slow release. Those problems might be quelled if Meyer 
goes against his own nature and installs some shotgun 
passing offense. Trudeau also becomes a bit too conserva- 
tive at times, especially on the plus-side of the 50, but much 
of that is that he’s been brainwashed not to make the 
critical, game-costing error. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 
RUNNING BACKS The Colts are the only 


team in the NFL that have a Cadillac on the field and a 
Bentley in the garage. What they need to figure out is how, 
within the strictures of the team’s one-back set, to get both 
Eric Dickerson and Albert Bentley on the field at the same 
time. Even playing just one of them at a time, Indy man- 
aged to rank sixth in the league in rushing yardage, run the 
ball more times than they had since 1984 and increase their 
yards per carry by 16 percent over 1986. Simply put, this is 
a team that features a ground-oriented, ball control attack. 
There are few players better at chewing up yards than 
Dickerson, who should get plenty of work under Meyer. 
The rare athlete who actually gets better with more carries, 
Dickerson averaged nearly 27 carries in eight starts with 
the Colts, higher even than his career average of 23. The 
dangerous Dickerson won't run as many sweeps with the 
Colts because of the team’s leg-heavy line, but he’ll benefit 
from quick traps and tailback draw-type action. The Colts 
will also try to revive the receiving skills that allowed him 
to catch 51 balls as a rookie with the Rams. If offensive 
coordinator John Becker can keep the schemes simple, 
Dickerson can be a force in the short, outside passing 
game. 

Bentley already is a force in whatever deep passing game 
the Colts possess. A wondrous blend of explosive running 
power, well-timed moves and soft, pliable hands, the 
former Miami (Fla.) product is one of the NFL’s best-kept 
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secrets. The versatile Bentley ranked second, just behind 
Herschel Walker, in all-purpose yardage (1,578 yards), 
and averaged 7.9 yards every time he touched the ball last 
year. As a runner, Bentley has a quick burst and is espe- 
cially tough on the weakside off-tackle misdirection. As a 
receiver, he has learned to split the safeties deep, as evi- 
denced by his 13.1 yards per catch, the best average in the 
league for a running back with more than 30 receptions. 
Look for Indy to use him more as a motion back, or lined 
up in the slot in ‘88. 

Randy McMillan, who missed the entire 87 season after 
suffering a severely broken leg, has made great strides 
toward returning, and could provide excellent inside- 


running rellet, GRADE (max. 10): 8.5 
DEFENSIVE LINE inthe past five years, the 


Colts have spent 13 draft picks attempting to locate a 
defensive lineman who could rush the passer. They may 
need to redouble their efforts. The team’s sack total may 
have risen from a lowly 24 to 53, a jump of 120 percent, 
and left end Donnell Thompson may have had the most 
productive year of his career, but the fact still remains the 
Colts’ down linemen contributed just 30 percent of the 
sack total. Part of the reason was that, in passing situa- 
tions, Thompson and right end Jon Hand move inside to 
tackle, with outside linebackers Duane Bickett and Johnie 
Cooks assuming down lineman positions at end. But most 
of it is due to the fact that the Colts’ front three is like a big 
donut — soft and airy on the outside, with nothing in the 
center. 

Thompson, who played with more emotion than at any 
other time in his seven-year career, graded out well in all 
areas, racking up five sacks and playing well against the 
run. He responded well to the excitement of turning things 
around. Not particularly swift upfield, Thompson has 
learned to use his hands and his inside strength well to get 
through the trash and find the ball. Although he gets 
hooked a little too easily on the sweep, he’s adept at closing 
down the inside and is gaining stature as a stay-at-home, 
reading type player. 

On the other Hand, Jon that is, regressed badly from the 
strong second half in his ‘86 rookie campaign. He had 
some personal problems early in the season, and it seemed 
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ORANGE 


to affect his concentration. In two years, he’s recorded just 
seven sacks (two last season), and it’s now obvious that he 
lacks the athleticism and explosive first step to ever be a 
feared pass rusher. Some question his work habits, but 
he’s spent long hours in the weight room, improving his 
upper body strength, and has become a solid force against 
the run. Unfortunately, that makes him little more than an 
average end. Reserve ends Byron Darby and Harvey 
Armstrong have shown occasional flashes of pass-rush 
ability, but both have been forced to play nose tackle asa 
stopgap, and neither has the physique nor toughness to 
handle the inside pounding on a week-to-week basis. 
The Colts could solve many of their problems if they 
could uncover an inside stuffer on the nose. They sent a 
No.7 draft pick to the Giants thinking Jerome Sally could 
be that player, but Sally, who's better rushing the passer 
than staying at home, suffered a groin injury early and 


never got untracked. GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
LINEBACKERS when your defense reduces its 


points allowed by almost 10 a game, opponents’ rushing 
yards by 22 percent, total yardage permitted by over 1,100 
yards and opponents’ pass completion accuracy by nearly 
10 percent, there have got to be some major reasons why. 
In Indianapolis, the reasons were named defensive coor- 
dinator George Hill and right outside linebacker Duane 
Bickett. The 55-year-old Hill, urged on by Meyer, cast 
aside his conservative bent and began dabbling in some 
exotic rush and coverage schemes. 

The biggest benefactor of the more aggressive style was 
Bickett, a three-year veteran who became the Colts’ 
defender opponents feared most. In 87, Bickett’s immense 
physical skills finally caught up to his analytical approach 
to the game. Bickett has always been a savvy student of the 
game. But turned loose by Hill’s new rush games, he added 
another dimension, recording a team-high eight sacks. 
Tangling with Bickett is akin to wrestling with an octopus, 
His long arms and tall frame give him exceptional range. 
He's big enough to go toe-to-toe with the biggest tackles, 
and quick enough to go by the slow set-up types. The best 
part is, he’s rarely out of position. Buoyed by Bickett’s 
potential, Hill spent the offseason tinkering with new ways 
to use him. 
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Bickett’s left-side counterpart, Johnie Cooks, also bene- 
fited from the Colts’ new blitzing style by rediscovering the 
pass rush skills he’s always had. His five sacks were a 
career high, but his improvement went beyond that. He’s a 
physical hitter who will probably move inside someday. 
Strong at the point of attack, Cooks penetrates well, 
especially against the sweep. He’s also the team’s most 
instinctive coverage linebacker. 

Inside linebackers Cliff Odom and Barry Krauss are a 
pair of ol-fashioned butt-kickers who lack reverse and 
lateral movement, but who clog up everything between the 
tackles. For three years, Odom has played at a Pro Bow! 
level but been ignored, except by the people he buries. A 
stiff-looking athlete, Odom reads well and somehow 
always manages to get a shoulder into the hole. That 
Krauss returned at all in 87 from a devastating knee injury 
was incredible. That he played at a high level was nothing 
short of miraculous. Both players are liabilities against the 
pass and rarely play after second down. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
DEFENSIVE BACKS Despite the absence of 


a truly great pure cover man and a physical hitter in the 
middle, the Colts made do last year with the talent on hand 
by disguising their schemes better and simply using more 
people. By season’s end, Hill had unveiled some eight-man 
coverages, as the Colts ran through more nickel, dime and 
even quarter packages than anyone else in their division. 
The ploy was productive in the sense that Indy improved 
its league ranking against the pass from No, 26 in 86 to 
No. 3 in °87. 

After a subpar 86 season, right corner Eugene Daniel 
bounced back with an excellent season in '87. Many per- 
sonnel people thought he played at a Pro Bowl level. 
Daniel doesn't always play up to his 40 speed, but he’s got 
good acceleration, especially driving forward on the ball, 
good footwork and a nose for contact on the sweeps. On 
the down side, Daniel tends to stay in his backpedal too 
long. Healso loses where the ball is at times, and his hands 
have cost him at least six sure interceptions the past two 
seasons. Daniel's partner, journeyman Willie Tullis, 
turned in an admirable performance after being tossed 
onto the football scrapheap in ‘86. Tullis lacks acceleration 


and isn't a very fluid athlete, but he’s physical and plays 
well in the zone coverages. 

Strong safety Nesby Glasgow probably had his best 
season in the past five years, especially coming down the 
playoff stretch. Smallish, and hardly the physical hitter 
Meyer’s been looking for to serve as vigilante in the middle 
of the field, Glasgow makes up for his shortcomings with 
the savvy of a nine-year vet and by flying to the ball. He 
reacts well to the run and has, in his later years, become a 
good delay blitzer up the middle. Glasgow will never be the 
best cover man around, but he can still hang with most of 
the league's tight ends. 

At free safety, the Colts tumbled onto two viable play- 
ers, one in the draft, the other as a result of the strike, 
Sixth-round pick Freddie Robinson had a degree in Elec- 
trical Engineering from Alabama, and he shocked the 
coaching staff by making a relatively smooth transition 
from college corner. Robinson plays tall and stiff some- 
times, but he’s a good tackler with enough speed to play 
the centerfield style the Colts like in their free safety. He 
could usea little more toughness, both mentally and physi- 
cally. Mike Prior, retained after the strike, is that rare 
player who is attracted to the ball like a magnet. Small, 
slow and fragile-looking, he ended up tying for the league 
lead in takeaways (six interceptions and three fumble 
recoveries) and seems to read the flow of the game very 
well. He’s an ideal nickel back. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 
SPECIAL TEAMS For every plus, it seems 


there was a minus in 1987. Kicker Dean Biasucci enjoyed 
the third-best field goal accuracy year in NFL history, 
hitting 24 of 27 attempts and missing only one kick inside 
40 yards. Biasucci doesn’t boom his kickoffs, but he has 
good feel for placing them in the corners. On the flip side, 
punter Rohn Stark, who started the season as the league’s 
all-time average leader, had his worst season, finishing 
with a career-worst 40.0-yard gross/ 30.9-yard net average. 
Stark’s had over 60 percent of his punts returned in six 
years and it may be time he started sacrificing distance for 
hang time. Bentley gives the Colts an excellent kickoff 
return man, capable of consistently getting the ball close to 
the 40. The punt return game, on the other hand, was the 
NFL’s worst with a puny 5.5-yard average. The Colts are 


hopeful that Clarence Verdin, who’s never returned a punt 
in a regular season game, can adapt to the chore. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION Meyer prefers shooting crap 


to taking any, runs a no-nonsense enlightened dictatorship 
and seems more than willing to operate within the parame- 
ters his owner has established. More motivator and sales- 
man than chalkboard jockey, Meyer has convinced a team 
with just average vintage that its time has come. Heallows 
his assistants to do the bulk of the coaching, but at the 
same time, knows exactly what he wants from them come 
game-plan time. 

The trade for Dickerson earmarked GM Jim Irsay as a 
resolute dealer, willing to go to the wall to get his man. The 
younger Irsay is singleminded in his desire to build a 
consistent winner, although his judgment on his current 
team’s progress may be too colored by last season’s sur- 


spi iaial GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


DRAFT The Colts spent most of their draft six 
months early to get Eric Dickerson. Still, without a pick 
until 75 names were off the boards, Indianapolis got three 
players who should help in quarterback Chris Chandler 
and defensive backs Michael Ball and John Baylor. 
Chandler, the first quarterback selected in the draft, is very 
intelligent and athletic. The Colts like his arm strength, but 
his mechanics are in need of plenty of tutoring. Ball, a 
self-proclaimed “rude dude,” is the big hitter Meyer covets 
at strong safety. Baylor could get a look at left corner, but 
projects inside over the long term. 

1988 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): 3. (22.76) 
CHRIS CHANDLER, QB, Washington; 4. (21.104) MICHAEL BALL, DB, 
Southern University: 5. (20,129) JOHN BAYLOR, DB, Southern Mississippr: 9. 
(22.243) JEFF HERROD, LB, Mississippi: 10. (21.270) O'BRIEN ALSTON, LB, 
Maryland: 11. (20,297) DONNIE DEE, LB, Tulsa; 12. (3,308) AATRON KEN- 
NEY, WR, Wisconsin (Stevens Pt.); 12. (22.327) TIM VESLING, K, Syracuse 
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78 
81 
20 

4 


85 


VETERANS ROSTER 
BIRTH- 


NAME 
Armstrong, H 
Beach, P 
Bentley, A 
Biasucci, D 
Bickett, D 
Bouza, M 
Boyer, M 
Brandes, J 
Brooks, B 
Broughton. W 
Call, K 
Coleman, L 
Cooks, J 
Daniel. E 
Darby. B 
Dickerson, E 
Dixon, R 
Donaldson, R 
Ellis. R 
Glasgow, N 
Hand, J 
Herrmann, M 
Hinton, C 
Hogeboom, G 
Holt, J 
Johnson, E 
Johnson, W 
Krauss, B 
Leiding, J 
Lowry, 0 
McCloskey, M 
McMillan, R 
Murray, W. 
Odom, C. 
Perryman, J 
Prior, M 
Robinson, F 
Sally, J 

Solt. R 
Stark, R 
Swoope. C 
Thompson. D. 
Trudeau, J 
Tullis, W 
Ut B 
Verdin. C 
Walczak, M 
Wonsley, G 
Wright. T 
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HT. 
6-3 
6-4 
5-11 
6-0 
6-5 
6-3 
6-4 
6-2 
6-0 
6-5 
67 
6-2 
6-4 
5-11 
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268 
252 
214 
191 
243 
212 
242 
237 
191 
281 
302 
202 
252 
178 
260 
217 
293 
288 
196 
187 
298 
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208 
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239 
236 
246 
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202 
241 
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200 
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270 
285 
204 
200 
275 
213 
195 
286 
160 
246 
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DATE COLLEGE 
12/29/59 SMU 
12/28/59 Washin 
8/15/60 Miami! 
7/25/62 W Carolina 
12/1/62 USC 

4/8/59 California 
9/16/62 USC 

4/2/64 Cameron Univ 
4/6/64 Boston Univ 
9/9/64 Miami 
11/13/61 Colorado Ss! 
1/30/62 Vanderbilt 
11/23/58 MississipP! st 
5/4/61 Louisiana st 
6/4/60 Southern Ga 
9/2/60 Southe 
3/12/65 Pittsburgh 
5/17/58 Georgia 
4/27/59 Ohio St 

4/15/57 Washington 
11/13/63 Alabama 
1/8/59 Purdue 

7/31/61 Northwestern 
8/21/58 C. Michigan 
5/14/59 W. Texas St 
10/2/55 Morris Brown 
1/27/52 Widener 
3/17/57 Alabama 
10/28/61 Texas 

8/14/61 Ohio St 

2/2/61 Penn St 
12/17/58 Pittsburgh 
12/13/62 Hawai 

9/15/58 Texas-Arlington 
12/23/60 Millikin 
11/14/63 Minors St 
2/1/64 Alabama 
2/24/59 Missouri 
5/19/62 Maryland 
5/4/59 Florida St 
2/3/64 Illinois 
10/27/58 N. carolina 
9/9/62 —Iilinais 

4/5/58 Troy State 
6/13/59 Georgia Tech 
6/14/63 SW Loulsiana 
4/26/62 Arizona 
11/23/60 Mississippi St 
7/17/65 Temple 
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New Citrus Cooter just joined the Gatorade All-Star Team: speeding in fluids and minerals, energizing 
working muscles, and refreshing you with a cool citrus taste all its own. 
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NEW ENGLAND 


PATRIOTS 


If months of protracted negotiations are completed, the 
New England franchise will change hands, Billy Sullivan, 
founder, president and patriarch of the Patriots, is out. 

~aul Fireman, 44-year-old CEO of Réebok Shoes, is in. 

With a personal fortune in the area of $450 million, new 
owner Fireman is a man who a dozen years ago parlayed 
near-bankruptcy panic into a whole bunch of cold, hard, 
green lucre. Sullivan, of course, liked to brag endlessly that 
he took $25,000 and turned it into the Patriots. What he 
really did, with help from son Chuck, backer of the 
Michael Jackson non-Victory Tour, was turn what should 
have been a money-making proposition into a ship of 
fools. And a $100 million debt. Luckily for New England, 
Fireman has deep pockets. Enough money, in fact, to have 
rescued All-World blitzer Andre Tippett from the clutches 
of San Francisco owner Eddie DeBartolo Jr. The effort 
made to retain Tippett should tell the fans and players 
something about Fireman: he didn’t come into the league 
to lose. 

Now, if Coach Raymond Berry can manage to separate 
the square pegs from the round pegs and get them all in the 
right holes, the Patriots, thanks to Dick Steinberg, argu- 
ably the game’s best personnel man, still have more talent 
than anyone else in the suddenly distressed AFC East. On 
the downside, the gnashing of teeth you hear comes from 
the holdovers who realize they blistered every team in the 
division in the second half of the ‘87 season, and still came 
up agame short. With everyone a year older, the gnashing 
teeth could be gnashing dentures in ‘88. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END So what if Irving Fryar has more 


provocative moves than Janet Jackson, Alas, he also is the 
living incarnation of the “Nasty Boy.” Once again, the first 
man picked in the 1984 NFL draft had a tumultuous 
offseason, this time being slapped with three counts of 
firearm possession. Ironically, Fryar, if he ever gets his 
head together and starts realizing his wondrous potential, 
figures to be a one-man offensive arsenal for the starving 
Patriots. For whatever reasons — naivete probably chief 
among them — Berry feels Fryar’s fifth pro season will 
also be his best. It had better be, since the organization on 
a whole is running out of patience and understanding. In 
the past three seasons, the former Nebraska star has aver- 
aged just 38 receptions a year. Inany man’s language, that 
translates into underachiever. 

Built more like a tailback than a wideout, Fryar runs 
under control, has enough speed to elude tacklers and 
enough size to run through them. His concentration has 
improved appreciably and his hands have followed suit. 
But Fryar lacks the big-play production everyone's been 
predicting for him, and Berry hopes to find that this year 
by taking more advantage of his versatility. One thing that 
no one canaccuse Fryar of is lack of effort on the field. He 
has total disregard for his body, blocks well downfield and 
plays full throttle at all times. 

Stanley Morgan, now 33, missed most of the final four 
games of '87 and it’s safe to assume the kind of physical 
problems he encountered (principally, a pulled hamstring) 
will become more prominent now. However, Morgan’s 
production began to drop even before his injuries slowed 
him to a hobble last year. He played a diminished part in 
the Pats’ attack and dropped passes he caught the season 
before. Still blessed with that occasional brilliant home- 
run burst, it’s tough to see Morgan settling into the role of 
asingles hitter as a senior statesman. He’s still as fluid and 
agile as they come, and he operates effectively outside the 
hash marks. But Steamer has always had a healthy disdain 
for those possession routes over the middle. 

If Father Time catches up to Morgan, Cedric Jones 
could make a move on his starting job, Jones, an under- 
control type runner with better competitive than stop- 
watch speed, has improved his once-choppy gait and now 
slides easily into and out of cuts. He has good quickness 
for a tall and lanky receiver and velcro-like hands. The 
only doubt about Jones is whether he can do as a starter 
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what he’s been able to do in New England’s four-wideout 
set, Where he rarely draws double coverage and almost 
always gets the middle of the field to himself. 

At tight end, the return of Lin Dawson from a knee 
injury that sidelined him the entire ‘86 season meant 
improvement on the sweep, but it hardly rippled the pass- 
ing game. When Berry cut Greg Baty over a personality 
flap, he not only cut off his nose to spite his face, but also 
cut off the only tight end he had who could catch more 
than a cold. Dawson is a tremendous blocker on the run 
and has shown power in-line, but his past knee woes 
prohibit him from disengaging strong-side linebackers 
and maneuvering very well. Retread Russ Francis may 
still have a big name in the New England region, but his 
talent has waned significantly at age 36. Francis still exhib- 
its bone-rocking blocking abilities and soft hands, but the 


mobility is gone. GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
OFFENSIVE LINE The Pats’ offensive line 


showed vast improvement over the bedraggled ‘86 unit, 
thanks mainly to newcomers Bruce Armstrong, Danny 
Villa and Sean Farrell. The trio helped push the New 
England rushing offense eight spots up the league ladder, 
while reducing sacks allowed by almost one-third. 

Armstrong, who started all 12 union games at right 
tackle, is very bright and a quick learner. But, to our 
knowledge, no brain surgeon or rocket-fuel scientist has 
ever made it to the Hall of Fame, so it helps that the 
onetime college tight end is a superior athlete, too. Arm- 
strong doesn't have the boarding-house reach you look for 
in a tackle, but his quick feet and excellent body control 
serve him well in pass protection. Refined techniques will 
make him even more effective. As a run blocker, he fires 
out extremely well and almost always delivers the first 
blow. Armstrong is also a more physical player than some 
scouts figured, even though he was forced to play in a 
shoulder harness all year. 

Villa lacks Armstrong’s flexibility, doesn’t bend all that 
well at the knees and doesn’t fire out as well on the run. 
When he does get everything together, however, he can flat 
out bury people. At 6-5 and over 300 pounds, Villa is 
lighter on his feet than you'd expect. He sets up well in pass 
protection and wards off rushers with a big wing span. 
Tenacious and competitive, he sustains contact with 
rushers and rides them to the outside. He's also an 
extremely durable player. 

Farrell's year was amazingly consistent, especially con- 
sidering that he missed plenty of practice time and couldn't 
sustain his strength in the weight room because of a linger- 
ing shoulder injury. One of the better guards in the game, 
Farrell is an explosive fire-out blocker who uses his down- 
under power to snap defenders back. He had trouble late 
in the season with his pass blocking as the shoulder deteri- 
orated, but doctors shaved about an inch off his clavicle 
during the offseason and Farrell reported a noticeable 
reduction in the pain. At his healthy best, Farrell is domi- 
nating in-line and a mobile stud out in front of the sweep. 
Right guard Ron Wooten, another player unable to prac- 
tice regularly because of nagging injuries, is a consistent, 
blue-collar player. Though not the athlete Farrell is, 
Wooten is strong straight-ahead, makes heady adjust- 
ments in pass protection and seldom misses an assign- 
ment. Though he doesn’t stand out, you win with guys like 
him. 

Ifthe Patriots’ line has a glaring weakness, it’s at center, 
where four different players started games in 87. Guy 
Morriss, one of the NFL’s premier long snappers, started 
seven games, but the Pats are hopeful that former No. | 
pick Trevor Matich is ready to take over full-time. Matich 
has been plagued by a series of injuries and lacks the kind 
of bulk and on-the-ball power to drive through nose tack- 
les, but is an excellent technician on the pass block and 
makes good adjustments in blitz situations. At times, 
though, the 6-4 Matich tends to play too tall and stiff. 

Steve Moore, who's been on more diets than even 
Richard Simmons knows about, could still be a factor at 


Tony Eason 


tackle if he regains his 1985 form. A nimble-looted athlete, 
it’s a $20 cab ride around Mt. Moore. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
QUARTERBACK Once uponatime, the Patri- 


ots’ brass felt it had two quarterbacks capable of leading 
the team to the Super Bowl. Of course, that was, before 
both Tony Eason and Steve Grogan began leading the 
charge on the infirmary. Both have suffered from shoulder 

arm-related injuries in the past year, and, during the 
offseason, it was discovered that Eason had freakishly 
suffered seven inches of nerve damage in his right arm 
from wearing a sling too tight after shoulder surgery. With 
nerve regenerating at the rate of just one inch per month, it 
could be awhile before Eason sees game action again. 

Grogan’s mysterious arm ailment that caused him to 
lose feeling in the appendage seems to have dissipated and, 
with Eason’s woes, seems to set him up for the No, I job, 
At 35 and with 13 seasons of derring-do behind him, 
Grogan is no longer the helter-skelter, unpredictable, 
thrill-a-minute player he once was. But he’s still got a 
strong right arm, throws the deep ball with more touch 
than almost anyone in the game and sets up defenses well 
for the home run or the gimmick play. And, as always, his 
leadership qualities are impeccable. He’s the type of player 
who makes everyone else turn it up a notch. Grogan reads 
defenses well enough to call the plays, even when he’s not 
in the game. Though he never has developed great touch 
onthe shorter routes and probably doesn’t use his backs as 
well as he could, that hardly makes him ineffective. In fact, 
he won five of his seven starts in 87, accounting for all but 
one of New England’s nonstrike victories. 

Eason, who has averaged five missed games in the past 
five seasons, has average arm strength and relies more on 
touch and timing rather than driving the ball into the 
seams. Though he’s a good scrambler who can hurt 
defenses with his speed when he escapes the pocket, Eason 
too often looks to run before reading through all his 
progressions. Some claim he’s become a tentative passer 
since being ravaged by the Chicago Bears’ pass rush in 
Super Bowl XX. Plus, he’s never had the intuitive skills 
that set the top quarterbacks apart. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
RUNNING BACKS. Tre Patriots’ gains in the 


running game may have been modest in 1987 as the club 
went from 28th to 20th in the league, increased its average 
rush from 2.9 to 3.5 yards — a 20 percent hike and 
scored two more rushing TDs than in 1986. The tease 
could blossom into promise this season if the new back- 
field tandem of Reggie Dupard and Bob Perryman 
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emerge as a viable duet. : an 

Dupard finally overcame a variety of leg injuries to earn 
starting status in the final four games, gaining 286 of his 
318 yards in that time frame. Dupard relies on good agility 
and quickness as he jabs and weaves through the defense, 
counter-punching with a dart here, a feint there. Some- 
times, however, he spends too much time dancing rather 
than slashing north-south. While he can make things 
happen, Dupard hasn't shown the toughness or consis- 
tency of a feature back and may be better suited for a 
utility role. ; 

Perryman is almost strictly a straight-line plodder who 
runs low and shrugs off tacklers. A sometimes-devastating 
blocker, he’s the perfect lead man on the sprint-draw, 
knocks off linebackers on the run when leading the sweep 
and has a knack for reading the blitz pick-up keys. Though 
he’s not yet a punishing inside runner, Perryman has the 
potential to become a pile-mover on short yardage and the 
work ethic to become an adequate receiver, too. 

Former starting tailback Craig James, sidelined by a 
knee problem, carried the ball just four times for 10 yards 
in the opener last year and never touched the ball again. 
No one is counting on him coming back, 


GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 
DEFENSIVE LINE when yoursacks fall off by 


30 percent, as they did for the Patriots in 1987, the suspects 
most heavily scrutinized tend to be the defensive linemen. 
But, while the Pats down line trio shares heavily in the 
guilt, they weren’t solely to blame for the club’s slide. In 
fact, Patriots coaches claim the line actually graded out 
relatively well. If so, the guy who went to the head of the 
class was three-year veteran right end Garin Veris. 

Veris’ sacks fell from 11 in 1986 to just seven in 87, but 
his overall game continued to rise. A one-dimensional 
pure pass rusher who only had eyes for the passer his first 
two seasons, when he recorded 2! dumps, Veris began 
paying more attention to the run and finished with 49 
tackles last season. Undersized at 255 pounds, Veris will 
never excel taking on plays at the point of attack, but he’s 
learned to use his hands better, fend off blocks at the knee 
and keep flowing toward the ball. Asa pass rusher, he has 
an excellent upfield burst and closing speed. An intelligent 
athlete, Veris has become an inspirational team leader 
with just the slightest hint of a nasty streak. 

Nose tackle Toby Williams has always been nasty. 
Unfortunately, he’s had to be nasty the past two years ata 
spot where tenacious merely earns you a standoff. Forced 
to play at nose tackle, Williams’ natural end instincts have 
suffered and so has he. Hestill has an eye for the passer, as 

- evidenced by his 4.5 sacks, But his first move on the center 
tends to be up, not in, and he’s too often an easy target for 
the guard crossing over into his legs. Williams prepares 
well and has good body control. But in the heat of battle, 
he regresses to the moves that made him a decent end, 
usually with indecent results. 

Left end Kenneth Sims overcame back problems to 
start the final eight games, ousting Brent Williams from 
the job. Because of injuries and probably a basic lack of 
polish when he came to the NFL, Sims’ production has 
never matched his potential. (As a pass rusher, it never 
will.) Sims can be a dominating player against the run, 
stacking up both blockers and runners alike by enveloping 
territories better than the Russian army in Afghanistan. 
Sims, with great natural strength, doesn’t play off blocks 
as much as he explodes them. But in six seasons, he’s 
averaged just 2.5 sacks per campaign, looked clumsy in 
trying to maneuver past finesse tackles and simply lacked 
the killer instinct needed to be a quarterback trapper. 

Brent Williams, who played almost exclusively in pass 
Situations after losing his job to Sims, still managed five 
sacks. A natural rusher who seems to have the feel for 
swimming under blocks, Williams has almost as many 
sacks in two years as Sims has insix. But his inconsistency 
in diagnosing plays, plus his penchant for wrestling and 
dancing with blockers, keeps him from being effective 
versus the run. Nose tackle Mike Ruth has a vicious streak 
a mile long, but an injury history to match it. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
LINEBACKERS inthe NFL, great linebacking 


corps dont die, they simply fade away after awhile. Some 

sooner than others. With the dual retirements of Steve 

Nelson (choice) and Don Blackmon (injury), the Patriots 

have seen their unit reduced to one superb player, one 

good one and a couple of holes. Nelson's exit, after 14 

seasons of solid play, was not unexpected. Blackmon’s 

- demise, at the age of 30, was a shocker, the result of a 
spinal column/ neck injury. 

_ The main cord now linking Pats’ backers to their glory 
years is Andre Tippett, still as explosive as ever coming off 
the corner, and still the scourge of quarterbacks through- 
out the league. Tippett’s 65.5 sacks the past five years (12.5 
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of them in '87) are the most by an AFC linebacker over 
that period. Teams have decided it’s futile taking him on 
with a running back and have begun pulling the guard out 
in third-down situations, hoping added bulk will slow 
down his raging upfield charges. Too often, Tippett 
doesn't get the credit he deserves for the way he uses his 
hands and for the fact that his upper-body strength allows 
him to win most engagements with blockers. After six 
seasons, he’s also tempered his quarterback forays witha 
better feel for the running game, although there are 
periods when he still disappears against the off-tackle 
stuff. 

Blackmon’s replacement, Ed Williams, started the final 
seven games — the first-ever starts of his four-year career 
— and totaled 41 tackles. Long on potential, Williams 1s 
obviously short on experience, and it will take time before 
he develops the special kind of ESP that operated between 
Tippett and Blackmon. At 6-4, 245, Williams is good at 
stacking up the run and can run astraight line, but he lacks 
reverse movement and recognition skills. 

Either Johnny Rembert or Ed Reynolds will step into 
Nelson’s inside spot. Rembert, who started 10 games in 
1986 and finished third on the team in tackles, is a hit man 
deluxe against the run, moving forward into holes and 
delivering crisp, shoulders-squared explosions. While he 
moves well in all directions, Rembert tends to play more 
on emotion rather than smarts, and is prone to overrun 
and overcommit. It would be unfair to label Reynolds a 
lesser hitter than Rembert. After all, how do you split hairs 
between, say, Wade Boggs and Tony Gwynn? Reynolds 
plays under more control than Rembert, however, and a 
bit smarter. He isnt as good an athlete, however, and at 
6-5, sometimes has problems protecting his legs. 

Lawrence McGrew, the other inside starter for the past 
four seasons, is a first-rate athlete, but too often looks like 
an outside linebacker out of position. At 6-5, 235, he has 
some problems negotiating in tight traffic and lacks the 
low strength to stuff the run with the top insiders. Asa pass 
defender, he excels. McGrew gets excellent depth on his 
pass drops and has the mobility to shadow receivers out of 


ee GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
DEFENSIVE BACKS In just three years as a 


fulltime starter, Ronnie Lippett has developed into one of 


’ the game’s finest one-on-one defenders, harnessing good, 


under-control speed and combining it with excellent tech- 
nique. Lippett gets quickly out of his backpedal, moves 
well on the ball in the air and drives forward ina blink. His 
range extends from the sideline barrier to mid-field, he 
plays the run acceptably and his wide receiver-quality 
hands make sure deflections become interceptions. Once a 
frequent victim of play-action, Lippett has honed his read 
skills and sharpened his elbows for the first blow at the 
line. Not a pure bump-and-runner, like Raymond Clay- 
born used to be, he relies more on leverage, balance, and 
knowing when to lay off a receiver to the deep zone. 
Lippett’s work ethic also cannot be overlooked. 

Entering his 12th season in the NFL, Clayborn still 
ranks as one of the classiest man-on-man defenders ever 
to play the corner. His consistency over 11 campaigns is 
tough to match. But, even before a severe knee injury 
ended his 87 season prematurely, Clayborn’s steely exte- 
rior had finally revealed a few cracks. Not as quick as he 
once was, Clayborn still maintains most of his catchup 
speed beyond 30 yards. But, in the medium-range game, 
he’s definitely slipping, having lost a step forward on his 
drive to the ball. How much that slippage will be exacer- 
bated by non-surgical rehabilitation on his knee (torn 
medial collateral ligament) remains to be seen. What will 
aid Clayborn is that he retains his ball-awareness and 
hitting abilities. 

Free safety Fred Marion, a starter in every union game 
the past three seasons, is a heat-seeking missile who hones 
in on receivers and delivers some lusty hits. Marion has a 
big-play knack and, after a down season in 1986, bounced 
back with a team-high four interceptions, while leading 
the team in tackles (103) in ‘87. Built more like a strong 
safety, Marion plays decent centerfield and operates effec- 


. tively in zone coverages. Ever-aggressive, his combative 


nature and hair-trigger reflexes occasionally get him into 
trouble. 

Strong safety Jim Bowman, who took over for an 
injured Roland James, still needs to develop coverage 


_ skills, but he plays the run like a mini-linebacker and 


makes few mistakes on the mental side. Veteran strong 
safety Roland James, at 30, will be coming off an injury- 
ravaged season. Already having fallen out of favor, the 
next fall could be into retirement, or maybe a new zip 


code. GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
SPECIAL TEAMS new England's 1987 special 


_teams performance was best exemplified by the fact that 


the league’s highest-paid kicker, Tony Franklin, hit just 15 
of 26 field goals, just four of 10 from beyond 40 yards, just 
10 of 21 from outside 30 yards. Punter Rich Camarillo 
also slipped last year. His 40. 1-yard average was the |4th 
best in the league. The return game isn’t much better, with 
Fryar handling punts and Stephen Starring kickoffs. The 
Pats, as a team, finished in the middle of the pack in both 
categories. Luckily, the team has enough exceptional ath- 
letes to have good coverage units. 


COACHING; GRADE (max. 10):5.5 
ORGANIZATION Fireman may give the Patsa 


firm foundation, solid financial footing and better com- 
munication, but no one really knows yet just how much of 
the corporate bottom-line mentality he'll bring to the 
team. One link to the past that will remain is GM Patrick 
Sullivan, who has a year remaining on his contract. Sulli- 
van’s presence could stick in the craw of some veterans 
who may view him as an extension of the past bumbling 
regime of his family. 

Berry remains as one of the league’s most passive 
coaches, a man who delegates well but leads more by 
example than the spoken word. The coaching staff has 
undergone a bit of a shakeup, with the exit of defensive 
coordinator Rod Rust and the demise in authority of line 


coach Rod Humenuik. GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 


DRAFT Personnel guru Dick Steinberg came up 
with two probable NFL stars in running back John Ste- 
phens and linebacker Vincent Brown. Stephens, described 
by one personnel man as “a Greek god,” is a powerful, 
explosive runner, a super combination of size and speed. 
Brown, while a bit on the short side, is a crushing tackler 
who can go sideline to sideline. 


1883 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): |. (17.17) 
JOHN STEPHENS. RB. Northwestern State (LA): 2. (16.43) VINCENT BROWN, 
LB. Mississippi Valley State: 3. (15,69) TOM REHDER. OT, Notre Dame: 4. (5.87) 
TIM GOAD, NT. North Carolina; 4. (16.97) SAM. MARTIN, WR, Louisiana 
State: 4. (19,100) TEDDY GARCIA, K, Northeast Louisiana: 5. (6.115) TROY 
WOLKOW. OG, Minnesota; 6. (17,154) STEVE JOHNSON. TE. Virginia Tech: 7. 
(16.181) DARRYL USHER, WR, Ulinois; 9. (19.240) NEIL GALBRAITH, DB. 
Central State (OK); 10. (18,267) RODNEY LOSSOW, OC, Wisconsin; 11. (17.294) 
MARVIN ALLEN, RB. Tulane; 12. (16.321) DAVE NUGENT, NT, Boston 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 


T.Q.58.5 


VETERANS ROSTER 
BIATH- 

. NAME POS. : OATE COLLEGE 
Armstrong. B. G/T 9/7/85 Louisville 
Bowman, J. 10/26/63 Central Michigan 
Camarillo. R. 11/29/59 Washington 
Clayborn, R. 1/2/55 Texas 
Collins, T. 5/27/59 East Carolina 
Colton, G. 7/28/63 Maryland 
Oawson, L. 6/24/59 No. Carolina St. 
Dupard. A. 10/30/63 SMU 
Eason, T. 10/8/59 {Hinois 
Fairchild, P. 9/14/61 Kansas 
Farrell. S. §/25/60 Penn State 
Flutie. D. 10/23/62 Boston College 
Francis, R. 4/3/53 Oregon 
Franklin. T. 11/18/56 Texas A&M 
Fryar. I. 9/28/62 Nebraska 
Gibson. E. 10/3/61 Furman 
Grogan. S. 7/24/53 Kansas St. 
Hodge, M. 3/11/61 Washinglon St. 
Holmes, D. 9/6/64 — Fort Valley St. 
James, C. 1/2/61 SMU 
dames, R. 2/18/58 Tennessee 
Jones, C. 6/1/60 Duke 
Linne. L. 7/20/62 Texas-El Paso 
Lippett, R. 12/10/60 Miami (Fla.) 
Marion, F. 8/2/59 Miami (Fla.) 
Matich, T. 10/9/61 BYU 
McCabe. J. 1/25/65 Holy Cross 
McGrew, L. 7/23/57 USC 
McSwain, R. 1/28/62 Clemson 
Moore, S. 10/1/60 Tennessee St. 
Morgan. S. 2/17/55 Tennessee 
Morriss, G. 5/13/51 TCU 
Perryman, B. 10/16/64 Michigan 
Plunketl, A. 3/8/59 + Nevada-Las Vegas 
Profit. E. 11/11/64 Yate 
Ramsey. T. 7/9/61 UCLA 
Rembert, J. 1/19/61 Clemson 
Reynolds, E. 9/23/61 Virginia 
Ruth, M. 6/25/64 Boston College 
Scott, W. 2/13/59 S. Carolina 
Sims, K. 10/31/59 Texas 
Starring. S. 7/30/61 McNeese St. 
Tippett, A. 12/27/59 towa 
Veris, G. 2/27/63 Stanford 
Villa, D. 9/21/64 Arizona St. 
Williams, B. 10/23/64 Toledo 
Williams, D. 5/6/61 New Mexico 
Williams, E. 9/8/61 Texas 
Wiltiams, T. 11/19/59 Nebraska 
Wooten, R. 6/28/59 N. Carolina 


College. 
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There is no more sense of delusion in Miami, no more 
misconception that the Dolphins were just a team out of 
good fortune and lucky bounces the last few years, no 
more bogus sense of security, no optimistic reason to 
believe that Don Shula can wave his magic wand and 
suddenly make things right again. Shula may have eked 
out his | 7th winning campaign, 8-7 last season, in 18 years 
with the Dolphins. But, the cruel truth is, 13 Super Bowls 
have passed since the Dolphins swam home with a world 
championship, and the bloom is off the rose. Miami has 
become just another mediocre team in an age of parity. 

If there’s anything good to come from the fact the 
Dolphins missed consecutive postseason invitations for 
the first time in a decade, it’s that there's certain to be a 
much more objective edge to the way this team does 
business in the future. No more looking through aqua-and 
coral-colored glasses. No more kidding about Dan 
Marino being able to carry the entire load. The team that 
began 87 with myriad problems enters 1988 with the same 
shortcomings, mostly on the defensive side of the ball. 
Talk about cures promised, cures failed! Where have you 
gone, Bill Arnsparger? A defensive unit lifts its lonely eyes 
to you. 

Rebuilding is a term that hasn't been heard in Miami 
since Bob Griese was a young quarterback, but it may be 
the buzz word in Dade County for the next several years. 
About the only thing certain for the Dolphins is that 
Marino figures to remain brilliant. After that, it’s a guess- 
ing game, especially for the over-30 veterans, who auto- 
matically climb to the top of the endangered species list. 
Yeah, Super Bowl XXI] will be played in Miami on Jan. 
22, 1989. But unless Shula’s got a miracle up his sleeve, 
Dolphins owner Joe Robbie better be prepared to simply 
play the unenviable role of gracious host. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END Twin speedsters Mark Duper and 


Mark Clayton are accountable for more receptions (455), 
yards (8,102) and touchdowns (69) in the past four seasons 
than any other wide receiver tandem in the league. In just 
12 games of the truncated 87 season, Duper and Clayton 
accounted for 79 catches, 1,373 yards and 1S scores. 
Untouchables, right? Wrong. If James Pruitt, a bigger, 
more physical receiver, had cured his terminal case of the 
big-play dropsies, Shula may have been ready to make one 
of the pair, probably the Clayton half of the act, available 
for some defensive help in return. The Dolphins have 
begun to sour on Clayton’s surly nature and questionable 
attitude. Prince Charming, this guy ain't. But, right now, 
he’s simply too good to give away. 

On the field, Clayton continues to be a productive 
player — his 87 numbers, projected over a full, 16-game 
schedule, come out to 61 catches, 1,034 yards — but his 
concentration has lapsed and he seems to take the easy 
way out far too often, jogging through plays over the 
middle or not directed his way. Cornerbacks still fear 
Clayton’s burst and ability to make tacklers miss when 
cutting across an unbalanced field; they just don't see those 
attributes as often. Part of that is that Marino has learned 
to settle for the underneath routes, part is that Clayton 
isn’t the brilliant player he once was. He no longer pos- 
sesses the swashbuckler swagger and doesn’t like to extend 
his body anymore. 

Duper, on the other hand, had an 87 season that pro- 
jected to just 44 receptions and 796 yards, but, at least 
according to the perceptions of most of the cornerbacks in 
the AFC East, remains the more dangerous of the Duper- 
Clayton entry, Duper still runs crisp inside routes on the 
I-cut, turns well to the sideline and does a good job of 
catching the ball in front of him. Tougher now than he was 
earlier in his career, he’s also adjusted much better to the 
option routes Marino relies on, comes back well to the ball 
and reads secondary rotations well on the move. 

Pruitt is an enigmatic player with superior, game- 
breaking skills and heart-breaking, subpar production. A 
much bigger target than Duper or Clayton, and a fluid 
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longstrider, Pruitt sorely lacks concentration, often mak- 
ing the tough catch and muffing the easy one. He also 
lacks recognition and runs too many rounded off patterns. 
Reserve wideout Scott Schwedes, used mostly as a return 
man, has exceptional speed and cuts without downshift- 
ing. Look for Shula to give him more chances from 
scrimmage in ‘88. 

After several years of utilizing a hybrid tight end system, 
Shula has finally settled on Bruce Hardy, who started all 
12 union games, and has now started all 44 games the past 
three years. Hardy’s numbers suffered in 87 as he dropped 
from a career-high 54 catches to just 28. Much of the dip 
can be chalked up to the fact that the Dolphins’ passing 
game made a subtle change of emphasis, eliminating many 
of Hardy’s short patterns over the middle in favor of flat 
flips to running back Troy Stradford. Hardy still runs the 
eight-yard delay hook as well as anyone and his asbestos 
hands have stopped many a Marino laser, but last year 
they seemed to lose some of their Teflon coating, when he 
dropped more passes than normal. A big plus is the fact 
that he’s also learned to use those mitts to wrestle his way 
off the line a bit quicker and to block better, especially on 
the sweep, where he’s sealing off more effectively than in 
the past. 

Jack ofall trades Jim Jensen, who played mostly at tight 
end, may find a reserve home there, after grabbing a 


career-best 27 balls. GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 
OFFENSIVE LINE The Philadelphia Eagles 


gave up a league-worst 72 sacks in 1987. The Miami 
Dolphins have allowed just 49 in the last rhree seasons, 
including 13 last year. But things could change drastically 
in 1988 unless center Dwight Stephenson, the heart and 
soul of the Dolphins’ front five, can bounce back from 
major surgery on his left knee. Early reports were that, 
while the knee seemed structurally sound by spring, there 
was concern about the same kind of nerve damage that 
prematurely ended the career of former Falcons running 
back William Andrews. By late spring, the nerve had still 
not begun to regenerate. If Stephenson, a six-time Pro 
Bowler, can't go, line coach/ magician John Sandusky 
may finally have met a situation he can’t remedy with just 
some Scotch tape, spit and a little baling wire. 

At his best, Stephenson is an awesome combination of 
lower-body thrust and quickness, a guy with enough 
speed to get out tough on the inside linebacker and enough 
brute force to put even the better nose tackles down for the 
count. Stephenson's chief attribute may be his extraordi- 
nary balance. He can slide side to side without losing much 
push, and, on the pass-block, looks as if he’s driven a 
couple of concrete pylons about six feet deep, he’s so tough 
to budge. Even the most optimistic of Miami insiders 
admit he'll probably never be 100 percent, but even a 
Dwight Stephenson on one leg is as good as most centers 
in the NFL. 

The Dolphins played 10 different legs at tackle last year 
and didn’t get the kind of result they'd like. The return of 
left tackle Jon Giesler from knee problems of his own was 
a plus, as he started the last nine games of the season. But 
the nine-year vet has lost a lot of his quickness and agility, 
assets which separated him as a pass protector. Experience 
and excellent technique may keep him around for another 
season, but there’s little doubt the Dolphins would like to 
find a more physical body guard on Marino’s blind side. 

Right tackle was a revolving door last season. Mark 
Dennis, who started the final two games in 88, shows 
some promise as a pass blocker. Tall and rangy, Dennis 
isn’t particularly nimble or flexible, but he knows and 
understands the position, played in a pro-style offense at 
Illinois, and developed an excellent punch-out blocking 
technique. He doesn’t show much snap, crackle or popasa 
run blocker, though. 

The situation isn’t as shaky at guard, where both Roy 
Foster (left) and Tom Toth (right) started all 12 nonstrike 
games. After two seasons in the Pro Bowl, Foster's play 
dropped a notch in 87, but not precipitously so. Foster is 


John Offerdahl 


an excellent athlete who can execute all the blocks. Last 
year, he wasn’t as dominant in line. however. Toth doesn't 
move nearly as well as Foster, but the Dolphins coaches 
love his size and work ethic. At 6-5, he’s never going to be 
the flexible-type guard Sandusky prefers, but his boarding 
house reach makes hima better than average pass blocker 
and he has the kind of frame that should fill out into even 
more muscle as he matures. 

Attrition, normal and otherwise. has made depth a 
problem. The top reserve is stiff-looking Jeff Dellenbach, 
who's played everywhere, including center after Stephen- 


son went down. GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 
QUARTERBACK Dan Marino keeps establish- 


ing new standards for the art of throwing the football. His 
1.339 completions, 17,212 yards and 148 touchdown 
passes in the last four complete seasons aren't just 
numbers. They represent the best four-year stretch of all 
time for any NFL quarterback ever. Unless the orthope- 
dist slips with the scalpel during one of Marino’s almost- 
annual arthroscopic knee operations, the guy is just going 
to keep pushing the benchmark higher and higher. 

The highest-rated passer of all time (94.1), power- 
pitcher Marino has a release quicker than a hiccup, supe- 
rior vision that enables him to see the field east and west 
better than most people do north and south, a vastly 
improved ability to recognize defenses and an uncanny 
sense of where his body ts in relationship to the rushand his 
pocket. He can throw all the passes. Still. the most fright- 
ening part about Marino for the rest of the NFL is that he 
simply keeps learning more about the game and his own 
capabilities. If his physical skills are unmatched, so too is 
his passion for excellence. 

The Dolphins don’t seem concerned about their geriat- 
ric backup situation, with 38-year-old Ron Jaworski and 
37-year-old Don Strock. At some point, Shula has to 
address the backup situation with a developmental type. 
not guys ready to become grandfathers. 


GRADE (max. 10): 9.0 
RUNNING BACKS. Tre Dolphins going toa 


run-oriented attack would be about as heretical us a 
Father Guido Sarducci Italian joke, especially since the 
Dolphins finished No. 23 in the league last year. But 
rookie Troy Stradford last season gave Miami its most 


versatile backfield performer since Tony Nathan was a 
young pup out of Alabama. Stradford cannot yet quite be 
christened “The Miami Ground Machine,” but, early on, 
‘he got the rhythm of Miami's sophisticated attack and 
conga-ed his way to team highs in rushing yardage (619) 
and receptions (48). Just the [2th running back selected in 
the 87 draft, the former Boston College star outgained all 
rookie rushers, except for Kansas City’s Christian Okoye. 
Stradford, built low to the ground, lacks gréat stopwatch 
speed, but he can accelerate like a dragster, possesses great 
lateral quickness and vision, and has the ability to make 
defenders miss in the open field. He sets up blocks well and 
his excellent hands and sharp patterns just add one more 
dimension for Marino. 


Stradford became the type of threat the Dolphins had . 


hoped Lorenzo Hampton would be when they made him 
their No. | pick in 1985. A straight-up, straight-line runner 
with cannon-like thrust and good competitive speed, 
Hampton got scant playing time once Stradford deve- 
loped, and it obviously played a game on his psyche. He 
has fine physical ability and can still be a quality back, but 
he’s got to work a lot harder at doing the little things well. 
Woody Bennett started 11 of the 12 union games at full- 
back, saw his rushes reduced for the fourth straight sea~ 
son, but figures to remain the starter because of his block- 
ing and short-yardage abilities. 

GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 


DEFENSIVE LINE No AFC team has tallied 
fewer sacks than the Dolphins’92 in the last three seasons, 
and only three NFL clubs have gotten fewer quarterback 
traps out of their defensive linemen in the past two years 
than the 33 Miami has eked out. Also, in the past three 
years, the Dolphins have finished 23rd, 27th and 25th 
against the run. Little wonder Don Shula was publicly 
admitting his biggest priority was a defensive lineman or 
linebacker in the draft. In defense of the Miami defense, 
the average age of the entire Dolphin stop department in 
the season-ending loss to New England was a youthful 
25.4 years of age and 3.5 seasons of professional tenure. 
Nowhere is the kiddy movement more obvious than on the 
defensive line, where ends T.J. Turner and John Bosa total 
just 40 NFL games between them. 

Bosa, immediately penciled into the starting lineup at 
right end after being the 16th player selected in the draft, 
offers the best reason for optimism that improvement is on 
the way. Although he got a late start because of a contract 
dispute and looked outclassed at times during the first half 
of the season, he came on during the final six games to 
finish as the team’s leading tackler on the line. He also 
fought his way to three sacks and two forced fumbles. 
Relentless as a shark and a dedicated worker, Bosa dem- 
onstrated better upfield and closing speed than advertised. 
He'll play both run and pass better, though, with 

: improved techniques. 

Turner stopped wrestling with people last year, started 
attacking the football and became a more productive 
player. He led the team with four sacks. A much quicker 
athlete than Bosa, Turner relies more on speed moves than 
muscle and accelerates well upfield. Although he bulked 
up by about !5 pounds over his 86 weight, he still plays 
too tall and doesn’t stack up the run like the better strong 
side ends. Plus, his recognition skills are still in the forma- 
tive stages. : 

Nose tackle Brian Sochia is a guy who plays beyond 
whatever limited gifts he’s got. A terror on the inside, he 
plants his squarish frame in the middle and is hard to 
budge. His 3'4 sacks, gained mostly on determination and 
grit, were gravy. A guy who wears his emotions on his 
sleeve, Sochia lives up to the term “scrapper”. There are 
better nose tackles, but, until the Dolphins find one, the 
coaches seem content to let Sochia fight the good fight. 

As with most of their units, the Miami line lacks truly 


credible backup strength. GRADE (m ax. 10): 45 


LINEBACKERS 6 sShula calls his projected quar- 
tet of linebackers — insiders John Offerdahl and Jackie 
Shipp and outside men Rick Graf and Mark Brown — his 
best unit in five years. 

Best of the bunch, of course, is Offerdahl, a smaller 
version of Jack Lambert and a guy with the gung-ho 
mentality of Jacko, TV’s favorite battery salesman. Oy, 
can Offerdahl hit! Despite missing the opening three union 
games with a bicep injury, Offerdahl still finished second 
on the team in total tackles. He fills the hole well and 
pursues even better. If Offerdahl has any weakness, it’s his 
reverse movement. But the future medical school! student 
makes up for what he lacks in speed with smarts belying 
his tender years. 

Shipp, the Dolphins’ No. ! pick in 1984, may have 
finally turned the corner with his career. After three 


unproductive years, he found a home at the left inside 
spot, began taking on blockers better and made plays jn 
the hole instead of 4-5 yards downfield. More comfortable 
with his reads, Shipp is reacting quicker and using his 
good mobility to get to the ball. Last year, he led the team 
in tackles. Like Offerdahl, he’s not much of an asset in pass 
coverage, but he doesn’t need to be if the Dolphins con- 
tinue to use lots of situational defensive coverages. 

Brown’s ‘87 season was a microcosm of a career in 
which he’s been bounced around more than a mattress ina 
brothel. He began the season replacing the injured Offer- 
dahl inside, then moved to the right outside spot when 
Offerdahl returned and played very effectively. A bit on 
the stiff side, Brown doesn’t have the upfield speed to bea 
good blitzer, and lacks the footwork to ever be more than 
an adequate cover player. But he comes to play every 
down, is adept at weeding through the interference and 
seems to beat the bottom ofa lot of piles.-In short, he isn’t 
Hugh Green in his prime, but he doesn’t hurt you. Graf, 
with some seasoning, could bea fine player. The prototype 
strong side linebacker at 6-5, 240, Graf showed enough 
progress to bump Bob Brudzinski from the starting lineup 
for the final four games of 88. Graf runs well for his size, 
has both forward and reverse gears and stays on his feet. 
Obviously in the development stage, he needs to improve 
his play recognition and block-shed techniques. His long 
legs are an inviting target. 

The first player off the bench on the outside is likely to 
be tough, undersized David Frye. Inside, it should be 
Larry Kolic, if he can avoid injuries. Brudzinski’s best 
years have passed him by. After eight seasons, Green’s best 
years have been stolen from him by two knee surgeries in 


two years. GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
DEFENSIVE BACKS The Miami defensive 


staff might simply be better off if they tossed the entire lot 
of Dolphins’ secondary defenders off the end of a 10-meter 
diving platform and into Biscayne Bay. Certainly this is a 
unit which could force a defense which is improving in 
other areas to walk the plank this-season. The main prob- 
lem with the Dolphins’ last line of defense is that they don’t 
have even one pure cover defender they can count on. If 
you're looking for tough, little hitters, guys who know 
where to go but need a map and a moped to get there, 
Miami is where to find “em. Someone who can take a guy 
from the line of scrimmage and cover him 50 yards down- 
field? Try somewhere else, Jack. 

Age and the breakdown of craft show up in different 
ways for different people. For William Judson, it was 
reflected in pass interference calls, seven of them ast year, 
including four in one game against Indianapolis. Never a 
speedy defender, Judson is a physical, aggressive player 
who likes to let a receiver know he’s around. The problem 
is, the speed guys kill him. He still supports the run well, 
but too often overreacts to the play-action fake. Paul 
Lankford continues to be an enigmatic player who may 
never be quick-footed enough at corner and never physical 
enough to make the move inside. Lankford has some 
stretches where he flashes some of the great natural 
athletic talent he’s got, others where it looks like he’s 
playing the game in slow motion. Tall and angular, Lank- 
ford doesn’t turn that well but he has the speed to recover 
ground. 

Free safety Bud Brown has a big heart, aggressiveness 
anda good feel for the game. He’sa strong tackler up close 
and in the open field. A former nickel back, Brown doesn't 
have the range or reaction to the ball in the air of the better 
free safeties. After failing in stints with at least three other 
NFL clubs, strong safety Liffort Hobley joined the Dol- 
phins with two strikes against him and a trail of rumored 
personal problems. Somehow, he managed to get himself 
turned around with Miami and finished the season with 
four straight starts. Hobley has good size and athletic 
ability, accelerates quickly to the ball and delivers some 
crushing blows. On the down side, he’s football-naive and 
lacks pure cover skills. 

Corner Reyna Thompson looked to be the team’s best 
coverage prospect at the end of ’86, but really showed little 
development in 87. At safety, DeShon Jenkins, a good 
hitter who moves well, could be a comer. Veterans Don 
McNeal and Glenn Blackwood appear to be done. 


GRADE (max. 10): 4.0 
SPECIAL TEAMS Except for the punt return 


performance and big play potential of slender Scott 
Schwedes, the Miami special teams were a mediocre lot in 
1987. There were, however, some mitigating circumstan- 
ces that should allow improvement in 88. Both kicker 
Fuad Reveiz and punter Reggie Roby suffered injuries last 
season, Reveiz missing one game, Roby two. Reveiz’s 
injury didn’t seem to affect his field goal kicking as much 
as it did his kickoffs. He hit nine of | 1 three-point tries and 
missed none inside the 40. However, he saw his kickoff 


depth drop drastically. Roby’s 42.8-yard gross average 
was the lowest of his career, but his 38.3-yard net was the 
best. Schwedes’ 8.5-yard punt return average was an indi- 
cation there are big things ahead for the former Syracuse 
waterbug. Lorenzo Hampton was the primary kickoff 
return man and could lend a real boost there if he puts his 


mind tort GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 
COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION It seems an unholy alliance © 


at times that binds Don Shula and owner Joe Robbie, but . 


it’s tough to argue with the formula. Shula isa little testier 
these days in defeat, but he’s still the guy rival coaches least 
like to go up against and enjoy beating the most. In most 
professions, that’s a nice, tight definition of respect. Shu- 
la’s staff has a teaching bent, and seems to be able to do 
about whatever it takes to put a representative, competi- 
tive product on the fielg; no matter the talent short- 
comings. 

Robbie will continue to be a crotchety, outspoken 
owner, but he never fails to deliver in the pinch. Personnel 
man Charlie Winner is very solid. 


GRADE (max. 10): 8.5 


DRAFT As expected, the Dolphins went strictly for 
need. First-rounder Eric Kumerow may have been a reach 
because no one knows yet if he’s an end or linebacker, but 
the Dolphins sorely need an outside pass rusher and he’s 
got the frame to get bigger if that’s what Shula wants. No. 
2 Jarvis Williams can play safety or the corner and No. 3, 
tight end Ferrell Edmunds, could flourish in the Dolphin 
offense if he discovers the Fountain of Motivation in 
Miami. 


1888 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): !. (16,16) 
ERIC KUMEROW, DE, Ohio State; 2. (15,42) JARVIS WILLIAMS, DB, Fior- 
ida; 3. (19,73) FERRELL EDMUNDS, TE, Maryland: 4, (18,99) GREG JOHN- 
SON, OT, Oklahoma; 5. (17,126) RODNEY THOMAS, DB, Brigham Young, 6. 
(16,153) MELVIN BRATTON, FB, Miami (FL): 6. (19,156) GEORGE COOPER, 
FB, Ohio State; 7. (15,180) KERWIN BELL. QB, Florida; 8. (19,212) HARRY 
GALBREATH. OG, Tennessee: 8. (27.220) LOUIS CHEEK, OT, Texas A&M:9. 
(18,239) JEFF CROSS, DE, Missouri; 10. (17,266) ARTIS JACKSON, DT. Texas 
Tech; 11. (16.292) TOM KELLEHER, RB, Holy Cross: 12. (15.320) BRIAN 


KINCHEN, TE. Louisiana Sil. ADE (max. 10): 4.5 


T.Q,58.5 


VETERANS ROSTER |. 
BIRTH- 


NO. NAME POs. HT. F COLLEGE 
Banks, F. Liberty 

Bennett, W. Miami (Fla.) 
Setters, D. Nevada-Reno 
Blackwood. G. Texas 

Bosa, J. Boston College 
Brown, B. S. Mississippi 
Brown, M. » 235 Purdue 
Brown, T. 11/20/64 Pittsburgh 
Brudzinski, B. 1/1/55 Ohio St. 
Gayton, M. 4/8/61 — Louisville 
Conlin. C. 6/7/65 Penn State 
Davenport, R. 12/22/62 Louisville 
Oeltenbach, J. 2/14/63 Wisconsin 
4/15/65 Iilinois 
1/25/59 Northwest {La.) St. 
§/24/60 USC 

6/21/61 Purdue 
12/23/56 Michigan 
8/29/63 Wisconsin 
7/27/59 Pittsburgh 

+ 3/12/62 Florida 
6/1/56 Arizona St. 
6112/62 Louisiana St. 
3/23/51, Youngstown St. 
12/19/64 Northwest. (La.) St. 
11/14/58 Boston Univ. 
5/17/60 iowa St. 
3/26/59 S. Carolina St. 
8/31/63 Ohio St. 
Lambrecht, M. §/2/63 St. Cloud (Minn.) St. 
Lankford. P. 6/15/58 Penn St. 

Lee. R. 12/24/56 Baylor } 
Little, G. 6/27/63 towa 

Marino, D. 9/15/61 Pittsburgh 
Marrone, D. 7/25/64 Syracuse 
McNea!, D. 5/6/58 Alabama 
Nicolas, S. 8/7/60 Miami (Fla.) 
8/17/64 W. Michigan 
1/29/64 Cal St.-Fullerton 
2/24/63 Tennessee 
7130/61 lowa 
6/30/65 Syracuse 
3/19/62 Oklahoma 
7/21161  N.W. Oklahoma St. 
11/20/57 Alabama 
9/11/64 Boston Coltege 
Strock, D. 11/27/50 Virginia Tech 
Thompson. R. 8/28/63 Baylor 

Toth, T. 275 §/23/62 W. Michigan 
Turner, T.J. 5/16/63 Houston 
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NEW YORK | 


JETS 


1987 RECORD: 6-9 HEAD COACH: JOE W 


It’s been 20 years since the New York Jets captured the 
Super Bowland the hearts of America with Joe Namath’s 
guaranteed victory over the heavily favored Baltimore 
Colts. It may be another two decades before the team 
reaches that lofty pinnacle again. For the first time since 
1983, but also for the third time in the decade of the 80s, 
the Jets finished last in the AFC East. While owner Leon 
Hess, president Jim Kensil and coach Joe Walton may 
view the backsliding as an aberration, there are those in 
the NFL who feel the Jets’ cellar spot was legitimately 
earned. Among AFC teams, only the Houston Oilers have 
had more last-place finishes in the ‘80s, And Houston is 
the only AFC team with more basement finishes than New 
York since the merger. 

In their last 22 games, the Jets are just 7-15. No AFC 
team owns a worse record over the same time frame. Only 
two NFL teams, Atlanta and Detroit, have fewer victories 
during that period. All of which has led to “The Great 
Purge, II,” a revisiting of the 1983 head-lopping when the 
Jets cut plenty of over-30, highly paid veterans. This time, 
the noggins that rolled were named Klecko, Fields, Jen- 
nings, Bennett and King. Total loss: 57 years of NFL 
experience. Total savings: about $2.5 million in salaries. 

Inthe World According to Walton, the Jets don't needa 
rebuilding, just a refurbishing. But the fact remains that, 
even with the housecleaning, there are still plenty of cob- 
webs in the attic. The defense lacks a pass rush, coverage 
skills in the secondary and leadership from guys who have 
done it. The offense is still a suicide mission for quarter- 
back Ken O'Brien, who should dress in a burlap bag, he’s 
been sacked so much. And, basically, the team’s swagger 
has turned to stagger as Walton and Kensil try to match 
pieces that probably shouldn't even be included in the 
puzzle. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 


TIGHT END  TheJets’ pass offense fell from No. 9 
in the NFL in 1986 to No. 16 in 1987. Blame it on poor 
protection for Ken O'Brien. Blame it on the quarterback’s 
shaky psyche. Blame it on the demise of Wesley Walker. 
Blame it on the bossa nova. Just don't blame it on Al 
Toon. With apologies to San Francisco’s Jerry Rice, Toon 
may be the prototype wideout of the 80s. Or, for that 
matter, the 90s. In just three seasons, he’s hauled in 199 
passes for 2,814 yards and 16 touchdowns. Like compari- 
sons? Try this one: Over the same period, there are three 
NFL teams that haven't gotten that many catches from 
their starting pair of wideouts, two who haven't gotten as 
much yardage, two that haven't gotten as many touch- 
downs. Toon is a marvelously coordinated athlete who 
seems to have added a tenth of a second’s speed to his 
game since coming into the league. Tall and rangy, he’s 
tough to overthrow. When he gets the ball in the middle of 
the field, he’s even tougher to tackle. Getting a handle on 
Toon is like trying to hammer jello to a tree. A clutch 
performer, Toon always seems to know where the sticks 
are, has strong yet soft hands and excellent work habits. 
And, while he doesn’t have top acceleration, he can run 
over most defensive backs instead of simply past them. 

Walker, who used to run by corners before they could 
blink, could finally be at the end of the line. The | l-year, 
33-year-old veteran missed seven games in 87 with a 
shoulder injury, bringing his absentee total to 15 games the 
past two seasons, 20 in the past-four years. More fragile 
than ever, Walker can no longer separate deep like he did 
in the good ol’ days. What used to be over-the-shoulder/ 
in-stride catches are now lunging, desperation tries. Never 
able to adapt to the medium-range game, Walker could be 
the next big name Jets player to exit the Big Apple. 

In relief of Walker, underrated Kurt Sohn turned ina 
very good year, catching 23 balls. Unfortunately for Sohn 
his middle-range abilities don’t exactly complement those 
of Toon, and he lacks the home-run speed to dictate 
double coverage. Sohn is a blue-collar type who lays his 
body out for anything even remotely catchable, blocks 
well downfield and even plays a little special teams. 
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Roger Vick 

Tight end Mickey Shuler may be one of the best-kept 
secrets in the entire NFL. In the past four seasons, he’s got 
254 catches and 20 touchdowns. Only the Raiders’ Todd 
Christensen has more receptions and scores among NFL 
tight ends. Although Shuler’s blocking — on the sweep, 
in-line and for the pass, both out of motion and froma 
down position — fell off across the board in ‘87, he 
maintained his good receiving skills. Little more than a 
marginal athlete, Shuler has a decade of NFL savvy that 
serves him well getting off the line and enabling him to sit 
down in the cracks of zones. In goal-line situations, he’s 
particularly adept at feigning the block, then delaying, 
either to the corner, or across the back of the endzone. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
OFFENSIVE LINE irs tough to calculate what 


the Jets’ offensive line has had more of in the past three 
years, sacks or injuries. But, fér those of you really inter- 
ested in scoring at home, make it exactly 173 sacks 
endured by quarterbacks Ken O’Brien and Pat Ryan and 
approximately 57 games missed by their oft-injured, and 
supposed, bodyguards. 

If the Jets’ line lacks one key ingredient, other than good 
health, it is size. If it lacks two — and it lacks at least that 
many — it’s the lack of cohesion that’s resulted from years 
of breaking out the baling wire and blow-out patches. 
Barnum and Bailey could use a pair of jugglers as adept as 
Walton and offensive line coach Dan Radakovich. On the 
issue of size, only right tackle Reggie McElroy, 6-6, 275, 
possesses the kind of size needed to play consistently well 
nowdays in the NFL. Unfortunately, the Jets’ seemingly 
endless quest for muscle through the draft has proven 
fruitless, with washouts like Doug Williams (No. 2 1986) 
and the failure of 86 No. 1 Mike Haight to develop. As for 
the shuffling, well, it will be worse this year than even in the 
past two, due in large part to: (a) the inability of left tackle 
Jim Sweeney to keep from serving as the personal door- 


{Z 


mat to most of the conference’s pass-rushing right ends; 
and (b) the need to move Sweeney to center, not only to 
avoid manslaughter charges, but also because longtime 
snapper Joe Fields has been waived. 

Actually, Swe€ney is a polished player at the hub, hav- 
ing played there in college. But, at tackle, he looked like a 

good center playing poorly outside. At center, he'll be 

better able to use his splendid leverage skills, his nice 

wide blocking base and his good hand movement. 

Sweeney may never be an explosive blocker and there 

are times hel be shoved back by the truly gargantuan 

nose tackles, but he'll always make good, heady judg- 
ments and be in position to make efficient blocks. 

McElroy started the last five games in 87 at right tackle 
after rehabbing from knee surgery and looked very much 
like a man who'd been away from the game for a long 
stretch. Never one to really develop his strength to the 
optimum, McElroy is a hands-and-feet blocker who can’t 
afford to get sloppy with technique, as he did at times in 
87. He usually plays too high and may not be the type of 
player Radakovich favors for his trapping offense. 

On the other hand, the blocking scheme is tailor-made 
for versatile Dan Alexander, who started six games at 
right tackle before moving inside to his more natural 
guard position. A fine slide and shadow pass blocker, 
Alexander’s technique-based game remains at a high level. 
On the left side, it appears Haight will get first dibs at the 
tackle spot likely vacated by Sweeney. A stiff-looking 
athlete, Haight seems incapable of developing into a pol- 
ished pass blocker. He can be bull-rushed because his 
muscle doesn’t yet translate into football strength, or 
finessed because of his very average feet. The left guard 
slot will probably go to Ted Banker, who spent most of the 
latter portions of the season nicked up. A willing competi- 
tor, Banker lacks height and long arms, and doesn'talways 
set up with a wide enough blocking base. But he does have 
some footspeed and trapping ability. The kind of guy you 
always figure to replace, Banker hangs on with versatility 
and a thinking man’s approach to the game. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 
QUARTERBACK. its tough to judge Ken 


O'Brien's performance fairly until the Jets provide him 
with a line capable of keeping his uniform from requiring 
industrial-strength Tide, and with some more consistent 
offensive weapons. Luckily for the Jets, O’Brien is fearless 
in the pocket, hangs in tough while looking off defenders 
and, likea Timex, takes a lickin’and keeps on tickin’. He’s 
missed just one start in three seasons. Over that period. 
O'Brien has averaged nearly 3,000 yards per season, and 
his TD pass) interception ratio of 63-36 is admirable. 
O’Brien has good arm strength and very good accuracy. 
From his waist to his neck, He’s the equal of almost any 
quarterback in the league. Where O'Brien gets into trouble 
is with his feet and with his head. Hjs slow set-up simply 
exacerbates the offensive line’s shortcomings. And he’s yet 
to show the ability to personally lift a team to a higher 
level, as the truly great quarterbacks are able. O’Brien is 
better than the people around him allow him to be, but his 
tardy decision-making means he holds the ball much 
longer than he should, often throwing the ball only after 
the receiver has uncovered, rather than on the break. 
Ryan, a 10-year veteran, is a bit of a dichotomy. Fiery- 
tempered and fiercely competitive, he’s still managed to 
maintain the perfect backup’s temperament. He’s incredi- 
bly well-prepared, has always been productive when given 
the chance to play. and exudes a contagious brand of 


cpubsepee: GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
RUNNING BACKS After finishing seventh in 


the NFL in rushing in 1985, the Jets have fallen off the past 
two years to 18th and 22nd, respectively. That’s a mind- 
boggling trend indeed, given the fact the team has a trio of 
runners who, if featured in an offense, could all gain | 000 
yards and catch 40-50 passes. Alas, there'is but one ball to 
go around. 


For the third straight season, Freeman McNeil’s yard- 
age was reduced by over 30 percent. For the third straight 
season, McNeil missed significant time due to injuries. If 
he keeps up his current retrogression, he'll end up owing 
the Jets yards and insurance premiums. It’s a prerequisite 
now that any description of McNeil’s talents must always 
begin with the prefix, “when healthy.” Still one of the 
best-balanced backs in football, McNeil has a deceptive 
burst to the outside, coupled with enough power and leg 
drive to knock defenders on their backs. Built low to the 
ground, he can shift gears instantly, almost without plant- 
ing, still has excellent lateral quickness and a knack for 
knowing just when to move a foot or two sideways to 
avoid the big hit. In the past two years, the one aspect of 
his game that has improved dramatically is his receiving. 

Johnny Hector’s style is everything McNeil’s isn’t. He’s 
a bump-and-grinder who pinballs his way through de- 
fenses without tilting. Hector can make people miss or 
make them pay. With one of the quickest first steps in 
football, he spurts into one side of the hole and out the 
other. And, once into the secondary, Hector knows where 
the endzone is, as evidenced by his 1] touchdowns in just 
111 rushing attempts last year. Although lacking McNeil’s 
smoothness and sense of timing, he’s also an adept 
receiver, with 65 catches the past two seasons. 

Roger Vick started nine games at fullback in 87 and 
flashed some of the innate ability the Jets saw in him when 
they made him their No. | pick a year ago. Quick off the 
mark but not particularly instinctive, Vick is a straight-up 
runner who moves the pile and exhibits good body lean. 
He’s also a productive receiver and an above-average 
blocker. Durable and a hard worker, his biggest problem 
may be that Walton’s offense is tailback oriented. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
DEFENSIVE LINE The once-mighty New 


York Sack Exchange has fallen on hard times. And after 
getting just 27 sacks total the past two seasons out of an 
aging, no-hustle group, Walton decided over the offseason 
to sell now and cut his losses. Gone are Joe Klecko and 
Barry Bennett. The changes may not be finished yet, 
either, with the Hollywood-smitten Mark Gastineau and 
sore-shouldered Marty Lyons still needing to prove 
they're worthy of a weekly paycheck. 

Gastineau’s fall from grace remains a mystery, enough 
so that, for the second offseason, he is re-shaping a body 
that went from being too big to too little. In two seasons, 
he’s registered just 6.5 sacks, including 4.5 in 87. This, 
after notching 54.5 quarterback scalps the previous three 
seasons. Aside from his quest to find the perfect chassis 
and weight, Gastineau, at age 31, is being forced to learn to 
play a physical game he never cottoned to. His style —rush 
upfield, accelerate, close on the passer — is still the classic 
pass-rush mien, but he simply can't hack it anymore, 
having lost his great initial burst to the demons that 
accompany a 30th birthday. He’s now being handled by 
some very Ordinary tackles. If Gastineau is to play a 10th 
season, he'll have to re-shape more than just his body. 
Mentally, he'll have to come to grips with the fact he must 
now use his excellent natural strength and play the run 
consistently, and then summon up what's left of his pass- 
rush talents for a few forays every game. 

Lyons may have already reached dinosaur status. At 
age 31, he’s coming offseason when he bumped back and 
forth between left end (nine starts) and right end (three), 
but too often got bumped out of the action because of 
injuries to both shoulders. Lyons was also beset by family 
tragedy when his wife, Kelley, was seriously injured in an 
automobile accident. A barroom brawler who used to be 
able to slug it out with the best of ‘em, Lyons is getting by 
on the instincts of a punch-drunk fighter and excellent 
techniques, He’s never been much of a pass rusher. 

The Jets hope the future rests with youngsters Gerald 
Nichols and Scott Mersereau. Signed during the strike 
after he’d been cut by the Rams, Mersereau plays hard on 
every down and refuses to be intimidated. He penetrates 
well against the run and diagnoses quickly. Nichols, the 


Jets’ No. 7 draft pick, has a degree in psychology, which, — 


on a team as neurotic as the Jets, should be a valued 
commodity. A great competitor who lacks technique, he’s 
got quickness and strength, fire, emotion and a nose for 
‘the ball. His short arms don't allow him much leverage, 
and he'll never be an up-the-gut pass rusher. But, like 
Mersereau, he’s not looking to be a hero, just a guy who 
creates opportunities for the linebackers. 


GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 
LINEBACKERS If the Jets have any future on 


defense, it’s probably wrapped up in a linebacker corps 
that features aggressive, hard-hitting kids who take no 


prisoners. In Alex Gordonand Kevin McArthur (outside) 


and Bob Crable and Troy Benson (inside), New York has 
a quartet that totals just 1] years of NFL experience and 
averages 26 years of age. 

While Crable led all defenders with 95 tackles, it’s Gor- 
don who will soon rank as the unit’s top dog. Big (6-4, 245) 
and fast, Gordon started every union game and proved he 
can be a force on the blitz while also assimilating the 
rudiments of pass coverage. Although still somewhat 
erraticand vulnerable to getting suckered to the sideline or 
hooked inside, there’s no denying Gordon's obvious 
upfield burst to the ball and, more specifically, to the 
passer. His five sacks were a team high, and he finished 
sixth overall in tackles. Gordon's partner-on the left side, 
Troy Benson, is the antithesis of Gordon. An average 
athlete who doesn’t run well, Benson makes up for a lack 
of size by throwing himself into every tackle. The human 
torpedo finished second on the club with 83 hits. Benson 
doesn't pursue quickly, just relentlessly. 

On the right side, McArthur and Crable make up yet 
another odd couple. Crable, the Felix Unger of the duo, 
cleans up everything in sight. A step, maybe two, slower 
than when he came into the league — the result of chroni- 
cally bad knees — Crable plays off blocks effectively and is 
quick and efficient in his movement. A first-rate diagnosti- 
cian, he may not look like he's going to get toa spot, but he 
usually does in time. McArthur’s natural physical tools 
rate right behind Gordon’s, but he suffers from a lack of 
consistency. “Pop Gator” can get on people like a croco- 
dile when he’s on a roll, but he takes too many downs off 
and his lapses often prove fatal. 

Onzy Elam, a No. 3 pick a year ago, missed time with a 
shoulder injury, and that’s too bad, since, in preseason he 
demonstrated the kind of hang-with-the-back coverage 


ability the Jets covet. GRADE (max. 10): 55 
DEFENSIVE BACKS _ Due toa rash of injur- 


ies, defensive coordinator Bud Carson, a guy with more 
disguises than Sonny Spoon, was forced to use six differ- 
ent starting groups. The same secondary group never 
started more than four games in a row. Despite all this, the 
club went from dead last in the defetisive passing stats to 
No. 20. 

In corner Jerry Holmes, the Jets truly have one of the 
league’s best one-on-one players. Now 31, Holmes can't 
close the separation gap like he did early in his career, but 
smarts and excellent technique — plus the fact he plays 
back a yard more than he once did — mean he doesn't 
often have to. Holmes knows all the tricks. His skinny 
elbows get stuck into more ribs than a spit at a Texas 
barbeque. He rides people to the sidelines, using the boun- 
dary as an extra defender. And Holmes is also a tremen- 
dous drop-off player, able to leave his man ona quick read 
to help out elsewhere. Carl Howard, who started the final 
seven games at right corner, has some speed and hitting 
ability and works hard. But at 6-2, 190, the onetime free 
agent isn't particularly flexible, and his turn-and-go is 
lacking. He'll probably be pressed for the starting job by a 
nondescript group led by part-time starter Kerry Glenn. 
Glenn is an adequate cover man who seems to play well in 
underneath coverages. Deep, Glenn tends to play it safe 
too often. He’s the same way on the run, hanging back 
rather than attacking the sweep. 

Free safety Harry Hamilton and strong safety Lester 
Lyles attack the sweep, the sweeper, the sweepee and 
everything else in sight. Hamilton has nice size, decent 
speed and thrives on a reputation that is less than savory. 
A quick-reaction guy, he gets caught in no man’s land too 
often on the play-fake, but usually takes out his mistakes 
on some poor, unsuspecting soul who wanders into his 
area. A banzai-type player, Hamilton loves to gamble on 
the big play and never fails to make life exciting. He’s 
canny and hasan innate feel for the game’s ebb and flow. 

Lyles missed nine games with ankle and knee problems, 
and he was sorely missed. A bigger version of Hamilton, 
he’s like a fifth linebacker on the fteld, ever ready to lay a 
power hit on a back or receiver. Much better against the 
run than the pass, Lyles is a little on the stiff side and a 
better player in zone coverage than man. Like Hamilton, 
he has good instincts, Rich Miano, who filled in for Lyles, 
started 10 games, intercepted three passes and finished 
fourth on the team in tackles. Hardly the prototype strong 
safety, Miano doesn't run well and isn‘ a real sure tackler, 
either. He is a smart player, though. 


’ GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 
SPECIAL TEAMS If there is one constant in 


New York, it’s the consistently high level play of the Jets’ 
special teams. Last year, although the Jets were middle-of- 
the-pack in kickoff coverage, they led in punt coverage 
(4.9-yard return average). Despite a down year when he 
averaged just 19.8 yards, the worst of his career, Bobby 
Humphery remains one of the league’s top return threats. 


On the flip side, the Jets were the AFC's top punt return 
team, and second overall in the league. JoJo Townsell 
ranked third inthe AFC, averaging | 1.9 yards and scoring 


* one touchdown. Pat Leahy was both accurate and consis- 
* tent, hitting 18 of 22 field goal tries, with only one miss 
* inside 40 yards. With Dave Jennings gone, the only punt- 


ers on the pre-camp roster are journeymen Tom O’Connor 
and Joe Prokop. Neither could be much worse than over- 
the-hill Jennings was last year. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION Only two previous New 


York bosses have lasted longer then Walton, now entering 
his fifth campaign. A creative, fertile mind who sometimes 
seems to have trouble communicating with today’s player, 
Walton seems to be constantly putting out personality 
brush-fires. If the Jets start poorly this season, it’s his butt 
that will burn. 

Leon Hess and Jim Kensil seem to exist in their own 
little world, stubborn, unbendéng and inculcated with the 
values of yesteryear. Personnel man Mike Hickey, once 
highly regarded, has had enough questionable drafts now 
to be looking over his shoulder. : 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 


DRAFT Walton vowed he'd add size to the offensive 
line and USC tackle Dave Cadigan will do that and then 
some. He’s a rugged specimen with the skills to play guard, 
too. Cadigan’s entrance could make Sweeney’s switch to 
center a bit easier. No. 5 pick Mike Withycombe, a 300- 
pounder, could also find a spot ona line that’s simply got 
to start protecting O’Brien better. No. 2 pick Terry Wil- 
liams plays tough bump-and-run defense. 


1988 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): |. (8.8) 
DAVID CADIGAN, OG, Southern California: 2. (10.37) TERRY WILLIAMS, 
DB. Bethune-Cookman; 3. (9,63) ERIK MCMILLAN, DB, Missouri; 3. (20.74) 
JAMES HASTY, DB, Washington State: 5. (10,119) MIKE WITH YCOMBE, 
OT, Fresno State; 6. (9.146) PAUL FRASE, DE, Syracuse; 7, (8.172) GARY 
PATTON, RB. Eastern Michigan; 8. (10.203) KEITH NEUBERT. TE, Nebraska; 
9. (9,230) RALPH TAMM. OG, West Chester, 10. (8.257) JOHN BOOTY. DB, 
Texas Christian: 11. (10,287) JOHN GALVIN. LB. Boston College; 12. (9,314) 
ALBERT GOSS, NT. Jackson State. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 


VETERANS ROSTER 
BIRTH- AFL 


COLLEGE EXP. 
Louisiana St. 12 
Tulsa 
SE Missouri 
Benson, T. Pittsburgh 
Bingham, G. Montana 
Gifton, K. 236 TCU 
Crable, B. Notre Dame 
Dykes, S. Bowling Green 
Elam, 0. Tennessee St. 
Foster, J. Ohio St. 
Gastineau, M. 11/20/56 E. Central Ckia. 
Glenn, K. 3/31/62 Minnesota 
Gordon, A. 9/14/64 Cincinnati 
Griggs, B. 8/4/62 Virginia 
Haight. M. 10/6/62 lowa 
Hamilton, H. 11/29/62 Penn St. 
Haslett, J. 12/9/56 Indiana U. of PA 
Hector, J. 11/26/60 Texas A&M 
Holmes, J.” 12/22/57 W. Virginia 
Howard, C. 9/20/61 Rutgers 
Humphery, B. 8/23/61 New Mexico St. 
Jones, K. 12/1/52 Arkansas St. 
Hever, R. 7/10/59 Montana 
Leahy, P. 3/19/51 St. Louis 
Lewis, S. §/30/64 Penn State 
Lyles, L. 12/27/62 Virginia 
Lyons. M. 1/15/57 Alabama 
Martin, T. 12/4/64 North Dakota 
McArthur, K. $/11/63 Lamar 
McElroy, R. 3/4/60 West Texas St. 
MeNeil, F. 4122159 UCLA 
Mehl. L. 2/14/58 Penn State 
Mersereau, S. 4/8/65 Sou. Conn. 
Miano, R. 9/3/62 Hawaii \ 
Monger, M. 11/15/61 Oklahoma St. 
Nichols, 6. 2/10/64 Florida St. 
O'Brien, K. 11/27/60 Cal-Davis 
O'Connor. T. 11/8/63 S. Carolina 
Prokop. J. 717150 Cal. Paly Pomona 3 
Radachowsky, G.S 9/7/62 BostonColtege 4 
LB 6/9/61 Nevada-Las Vegas 2 
9/16/55 Tennessee 11 
8/21/56 Penn St. "1 
6/26/57 Fordham 7 
8/8/62 Pittsburgh § 
4130/63 Wisconsin 4 
11/4/60 UCLA 4 
2 
2 
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Alexander, D. 

Baldwin, T. 

Banker, T. 
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8/11/64 Texas A&M 
5/26/55 California 
10/12/63 Penn State 


Vick, R. 
Walker, W. 
Zordich, M. 


BSREBSSBSRSRR 


Thevery fabric 
of the game. 


The very same clothing and equipment 
made for the NFL by Starter, Champion, 
Russell, Sports Specialties, York, Pine 
Hosiery, Staco, Rossmor, Wilson, Bike, 
Riddell, Cliff Engle, MacGregor, AUD, and 
CB Sports can be yours through NFL 
Pro Line. 

> Send $1.00 to Athletic Supply. of Dallas, 
Inc., 10812 Alder Circle, Suite 2053, 
Dallas, TX 75238 for your official NFL 
Pro Line Catalog. 

And wear the real stuff. 


W LT PCT PF PA 


Cleveland........ 10 5 0 .667 390 239 
Foustonie.s.mem- 9 6 0 .600 345 349 
Pittsburgh ....... 8 7 0 .583) 285 299 
Cincinnati........ 4 11 0 .267 285 370 


4 
Warren Moon, Houston 


1987 FINAL STANDINGS 


DIV 
5-1 
5-1 
2-4 
0-6 


NONSTRIKE 
W-L-T 
8-4-0 
7-5-0 
6-6-0 
3-9-0 
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TO RECEIVE YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATION 


SUBSCRIPTION TO BROWNS NEWS/ILLUSTRATED 


YOUR TICKET TO THE CHAMPIONS, THE BROWNS, STARTS WITH YOUR NEXT FREE ISSUE 


Yes, '87 was another great and exciting 
year...with the Browns only a step away from 
the Super Bowl...and repeating fora third con- 
secutive year as Central Division Champs in 
the AFC...and again, we at BROWNS NEWS/IL- 
LUSTRATED feel the Browns are odds-on 
favorites to be in Super Bowl XXIII. 

We know you won't want to miss any of the 
88 action...and when you "Sign Up" with a 
subscription to BROWNS NEWS/IL- 
LUSTRATED, WE CAN GUARANTEE YOU 
WON'T. 

The media critics tout us as the best team 
tabloid in the NFL...let us prove it to you. Sign 
up today and we will send you TWO FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION ISSUES. That’s right, we're that 
confident. We will deliver to you the inside 
story on the players, coaches, front office and 
the entire NFL...plus stats, standings, scout- 
ing reports, key match-ups and predictions of 


the winners on the weekly schedule. In addi- 
tion, you will receive a BONUS, featuring a full- 
color centerspread poster of your favorite 
players. 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER 


Accept your first two issues absolutely FREE 
at no obligation. Subscribe today and we will 
enter your name as a subscriber for 28 more 
issues, that’s 30 in all, at the low price of 
$19.95 plus $3.00 postage and handling. 
That's a savings of over $31 off the regular 
newsstand price. 

Examine your Free issues carefully. If they 
don't deliver what we promised, simply write 
us and we will refund the subscription price. 
Or if you asked to be “Billed Later," just write 
cancel on the invoice we mail you...either way, 
you keep the TWO FREE ISSUES. 


: Cc YES! Sign me up to BROWNS NEWS 
@ ILLUSTRATED for 28 issues... 
and send me my TWO FREE COPIES. 


1 
i 
1 
i 
! | understand | may cancel by simply writing 
! Cancel" on the invoice, and | can keep the 
| TWO FREE ISSUES. | will receive 30 issues in 
1 all, bi-weekly during the preseason, weekly dur- 
1 ing the regular season and monthly in the off- 
He aela BROWNS NEWS/ILLUSTRATED 

1 MAILTO: 20. BOX 814 

1 MISSOURI CITY, TX 77459 

i C) Payment Enclosed OBill Me Later 
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CCharge My Credit Card MasterCard DVISA 


Card No. Exp. Date___ 
Name 
Address. 
City 
State Zip 
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ONE YEAR, 30 ISSUES, $19.95 PLUS $3.00 POSTAGE AND HANDLING 
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CLEVELAND 


BRO 


HEAD COACH: MARTY SCHOTTENHEIMER 


1987 RECORD: 10-5 


Two years ago, the Cleveland Browns were 98 yards 
from the Super Bowl before John Elway engineered a 
drive for the ages to tie the game and put Denver in 
position to win, Last year, the Browns were two yards 
away — from another overtime title game at least —before 
Earnest Byner bumped into Denver's Jeremiah Castille on 
the way to the end zone in the final minute. His fumble 
might be relived in Cleveland sports lore as muchas Willie 
Mays’ catch in the 1954 World Series. 

But, unlike the Indians, it shouldn't take them four 
decades to get back. The Browns are still the class of the 
AFC Central. Three consecutive division titles attest to the 
fact that Cleveland is a solid team that generally doesn't 
beat itself. 

But there are two concerns: age in the defense, and the 
departure of offensive coordinator Lindy Infante to 
greener (whiter) pastures in Green Bay. While it ranked 
fifth in the league in the union games, the Browns defense 
looked surprisingly vulnerable in the playoffs, particularly 
in Denver. Five of the projected starters will be 30 or older 
by the end of the year. 

When Infante left, coach Marty Schottenheimer an- 
nounced he would switch his emphasis from the defensive 
side of the ball and take over the offensive game plans and 
play calling. Other defensive coaches have made similar 
switches, but it’s not always an automatic transition. 
Schottenheimer hired Marc Trestman, who coached Ber- 
nie Kosarat the University of Miami, to replace Infante as 
QB coach. If Trestman has a say, the Browns probably will 
go more toa vertical passing game and dump it off less. No 
matter how they attack it, they’re the team to beat in the 
division. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END The Browns still lack the pure deep 


threat to execute a down-the-field passing attack, but they 
have one of the quicker receivers around in Webster 
Slaughter. Though he lacks the breakaway speed, Slaugh- 
ter still averaged 17.1 yards a catch (on 47 receptions) and 
scored seven TDs last year, third best inthe AFC. He gets 
off the line quickly, makes sharp breaks and can burst in 
and out of his routes with the best in the conference. A tad 
undersized (6-0, 170), he’s elusive after the catch and 
became the closest thing to an offensive big-play threat. 

Reggie Langhorne, the other starter, has better straight- 
ahead speed to get deep and could be the principal benefi- 
ciary if the Browns decide to go down the field. However, 
he’s not as sure-handed as Slaughter, A glider, he runs the 
Browns’ beloved slants well, but isn’t particularly nifty on 
the short hooks and outs. Sure-handed possession man 
Brian Brennan split time with Langhorne and caught 43 
passes, but 10 of those came in the strike-game massacre 
against the Bengals. While he’s undersized with mediocre 
speed, Brennan thrives in the Browns option-route system, 
adjusting well on the run. 

At tight end, Ozzie Newsome will be back for his 11th, 
and most likely last, season. He needs one catch in the 
season opener to pass Harold Carmichael and move into 
second place all-time in consecutive games with a recep- 
tion, 128. The former All Pro has slipped a lot the last 
couple of years — he’s slow off the mark anda liability asa 
run blocker. He caught a career low 34 balls and did not 
have a TD catch for the first time in his career. Why is he 
back? Because he’s still the best they have. He has soft 
hands, the feel for working the sidelines and that little 
burst to get to the ball. He still knows how to get open, but 
won't go anywhere after the catch. Back-up Derek Tennell 
signed during the strike, stuck around and will get a look 
this summer. A decent blocker, he’s a long way from being 
a polished receiver. 

Return specialist Gerald McNeil is the fourth receiver. 
He has good hands, the speed and open-field running 
ability to turn short passes into long gainers and the 
toughness to go inside, But he’s so small (5-7, 147), the 
pounding wears him down and makes him less effective on 
returns. But he’s a productive spot receiver — two of his 
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nine catches went for TDs last year. Clarence Weathers, 
once the deep threat, was virtually eliminated from the 
offense last year. While plenty fast, he drops too many 
passes, shows little inclination for crossing routes and 
appears to have exhausted the coaches’ patience. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
OFFENSIVE LINE Five, seven, 10, 10 and 12. 


No, it’s not the new Dr. Pepper. It represents the rounds in 
which the starters in the Browns line were originally 
drafted. Maybe they should print it on a bottle, because 
the chemistry is right. The line was built with the emphasis 
on protecting Kosar, and that’s just what it does. While 
not particularly athletic, they're big (6-5, 280 on the aver- 
age), play well together and can bore a hole or two when 
the running game has to crank it up. 

The Browns love to run behind the right side where Pro 
Bowl tackle Cody Risien and underrated guard Dan Fike 
line up. Risien, 31, has lost a little quickness but is still 
strong, has excellent balance and the long arms to fend off 
pass rushers. His run blocking is more tenacious than 
overpowering, but he gets it done. Fike, a 10th-round Jets 
reject at tackle who salvaged his career in the USFL, has 
found his niche at guard. He won't join Bob Golic with the 
Cleveland Ballet; hard-driving rock off the line of scrim- 
mage is his specialty. With powerful legs and good lever- 
age, he can dominate his man nose-up on the run. His 
footwork and quickness are adequate for pass blocking in 
close quarters. 

Paul Farren and Larry Williams handle the left side, 
with oft-injured Rickey Bolden ready to challenge to 
regain a starting spot. Farren and Williams are limited 
athletes, but effective. LT Farren, the starting guard who 
was forced outside when Bolden broke his ankle, deserves 
an unsung hero award. He may be hard to move out. 
While not particularly agile or powerful, Farren uses his 
size (280) and technique. A bulked up guard playing 
tackle, he makes few mistakes and has mastered the block- 
ing angles. Williams, 290, started the last eight games at 
guard and came on. He has enough agility to handle the 
stunts and blitzes, but is not fast or light-footed to lead the 
sweeps. When he goes hat-to-hat on run blocking, his size 
and strength usually win out. 

Bolden is both a disappointment and ace in the hole. 
Easily the best athlete on the line, he has the quickness to 
handle the outside pass rush and the size to blow people off 
the ball. He still lacks some polish, but the real problem is 
for two years in a row he has gone down with serious 
injuries, and the Browns are now afraid to count on him. 
Although he'll swing between guard and tackle this 
summer and could end up starting at either one, he enters 
camp without a job. 

Center Mike Baab, a 270-pound strongman, can move 
anything smaller than the Terminal Tower that dares line 
up on his nose. But chasing a moving target is another 
matter. The quick nose tackles give him trouble on pass 
protection and he isn’t particularly agile getting out at 
linebackers. 

The wild card in the line picture is second-year man 
Greg Rakoczy. He'll play somewhere soon. A college 
center, Rakoczy isn’t very fast and doesn’t Win many 
weight-lifting competitions, but he has excellent quick- 
ness, footwork and functional strength. He uses his hands 
well and has leverage and power to move defenders out at 
the point of attack. He filled in well at center in the AFC 
Championship and probably will compete with Baab. But 
don’t count him out at guard, either. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
QUARTERBACK.  Enteringjust his fourth NFL 


season, Bernie Kosar has made believers of most of his 
critics, Last year, his 95.4 passing rating and 62 percent 
completion rate led the AFC and were second only to Joe 
Montana. In his two full seasons as a starter, he is 20-8 and 
his 2 percent interception rate the lowest in the league over 
that span. A dink-and-dunk passer? His 7.8-yards-per- 


attempt last year was the highest inthe AFC and hethrew 
for 22 TDs in just 12 games. 

Nifty, he is not. In fact, the Browns have him bailing out 
over center — with his right foot well back — to help him 
get out and set up quicker. And his play-action fakes will 
never receive an Oscar nomination. But once hesets up, he 
processes defenses like a young Dan Fouts. He doesnt 
have Fouts’ tight spiral or delivery (he looks to be throw- 
ing even more sidearm than when he came into the league), 
but he has an above average arm, is extremely accurate 
and possesses a nice touch. Because of his delivery, teams 
are more effective rushing him from his right to bat down 
passes than coming at his face. 

Kosar is a testament to the intangibles. Field presence, 
intelligence, anticipation and cool under fire mean more at 
the position than classic delivery and quick feet. Surpris- 
ingly tough, Kosar didn’t miss a series last year (outside the 
strike). While he can get stronger to withstand the pound- 
ing, he doesn’t often get hit hard because he gets rid of the 
ball so quickly. He’s becoming more consistent — he had 
only one start in which he completed under 50 percent and 
only one game with more than one interception (two 
against San Diego). He’s getting better, and the snickering 
about the wobbly outs is dying down. 

The back-up situation, though rarely needed, is strong. 
With Kosar, Gary Danielsonand Mike Pagel, the Browns 
are the only team in the league that has three QBs with 
regular starting experience. Danielson’s arm 1s shot, but he 
showed in the strike game against Cincy he can still pick 


apart a bad defense. GRADE (max. 10): 8.0 
RUNNING BACKS The Browns’ running 


attack doesn’t scare anybody — it finished 22nd and 21st 
in the NEL the last two years — but it can produce when 
needed, as demonstrated by the 150-yard-a-game average 
in the playoffs last year. 

The big man is Pro Bowler Kevin Mack, a 225-pound 
bruiser who excels at pounding out tough yards between 
the tackles. Mack hits the hole quickly and has the power 
to ricochet off a tackle and fall forward for a few extra 
yards. While he lacks the burst to do damage once he gets 
past the front seven (his longest run was 22 yards), his 
straight-ahead speed is above average. He gained 735 
yards in 12 starts and improved noticeably as a receiver (32 
catches). As a blocker, he’s nothing special and can be 
stripped of the ball; he fumbled six times in the regular 
season and defenders are starting to tackle the ball more. 

Earnest Byner is asolid, complete back who spent most 
of the season as the receiving specialist, lining up in the slot 
or out of the backfield, or being sent in motion. He led the 
team with 52 catches, then showed his running ability with 
189 yards in two playoff games. Not as powerful or fast as 
Mack, Byner is adept at picking his hole and making the 
quick cut to slash through it. He, too, has problems pro- 
tecting the ball, fumbling five times jn the regular season. 
And folks in Cleveland seem to remember that one fumble 
in Denver.... ‘ 

Backup Herman Fontenot, a receiving specialist, sim- 
ply disappeared last year, going from 47 catches in "86 to 
four: Tim Manoa is a straight-line runner with so-so 
speed, but he’s an excellent lead blocker who can get the 


tough yards inside. GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 
DEFENSIVE LINE = Carl Hairston, 35 and con- 


sidered near the end of his career, led the Browns’ line last 
year in sacks (8), tackles (51). forced fumbles (4) and 
games started (14). That’s a marvelous testament to the 
former Eagle, but hardly a ringing endorsement for the 
rest of the line. A pass rusher is badly needed. 

Nose tackle Bob Golic was voted into the Pro Bowl, but 
Hairston had the best year of any of the linemen. With his 
strong legs and the rear end ballast, the 12-year veteran is 
difficult to move out on the run. He’s too slow now to be 
much help in chasing plays away from him, but he’s living 
proof you don’t have to be a Richard Dent to tush the 
passer. He has 17 sacks the last two years, effectively using 
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Clay Matthews 


spin moves and never quitting. 

Golic had just 29 tackles in his season, which ended 
when he suffered a broken arm in the regular-season 
finale. But don’t interpret that to mean he was soft against 
the run. While he’s slowing down a little, the 30-year-old 
can still plug the middle effectively. Usually flexed off the 
ball, Golic makes it hard for blockers to get a piece of him 
because he reads quickly and steps around blocks to pene- 
trate the gaps. Playing off the line also gives him a quick 
jump in pursuit. He still has the leverage and strength to 
hold his own in the pits, and the low tackle total is more an 
indication of teams running outside than anything. As a 
pass rusher, he doesn’t have the height or shake needed. 

Ends Reggie Camp and Sam Clancy split time last year, 
and neither has a solid hold on the position. Camp beat 
out Clancy early in the season, but lost the job (and some 
of his quickness) when he suffered a knee injury. Without 
the bulk to take people straight on, he gets wired to blocks. 
Without his quickness, he is nowhere near the player who 
had 14 sacks way back when (1984). A project player, 
Clancy came on a bit but still hasn’t fulfilled the promise 
(hopes?). He'll be Superman one week, Little Bo Peep the 
next. He has the size (6-7, 260) and burst to be a fearsome 
pass rusher but had just 22 tackles and two sacks to show 
for it in 13 games. He lacks the bulk or leverage to hold up 
at the point of attack. 

Chris Pike, a sixth-round pick of the Eagles last year, 
didn’t sign and was traded to the Browns this spring. He’s 
powerful (6-6, 280) but raw, and is coming off a serious 
knee injury. He would have been a second or third rounder 
if he was healthy last year. First-round Steelers bust Dar- 
ryl Sims signed during the strike and was effective ina spot 
role. He’s not particularly agile, so he’s best suited to inside 
duties in the 4-3 sets. Backup nose tackle Dave Puzzuoli is 
a scrappy brawler while Al Baker, acquired to juice up the 
pass rush, made a few big plays but was hurt at times and 
no longer is much of a factor. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
LINEBACKERS. Thekey this year will be wheth- 


er first-round draft choice Mike Junkin steps in and plays 
up to his high first-round billing. Junkin, the man for 
whom the Browns dumped Pro Bowler Chip Banks, wasa 
colossal disappointment as a rookie. An inside backer 
moved outside, he showed no feel for the new position, 
took too long to react and then suffered a broken and 
dislocated wrist — an injury that could affect him the rest 
of his career —and was out for the year. He’s slated for the 
weak side this year but has yet to convince anyone he’s still 
not out of position. 

Veteran outside backer Clay Matthews, the defense’s 
MVP in 87, will line up over the tight end every down. The 
32-year-old Matthews, entering his 11th year, had a Pro 
Bowl season in 87 but is Starting to show some signs of 


44 


wear and tear. He doesn’t run quite as well anymore and 
gets muscled at the point. But he is the soul of the defense, 
and a leader. Matthews has okay speed, but relies more on 
quick reads and instincts. Never a pretty tackler, he still 
gets his man down and makes big plays on occasion. And 
he’s a solid cover man. , 

Inside, the Browns rely on Johnson & Johnson to draw 
blood. They are related only in the fact they like to plant 
ballcarriers. Mike Johnson developed into the first-rate 
run stuffer they had hoped for, leading the team (which 
ranked second in the NFL against the run) in tackles. He 


‘hits with more authority than his 6-1, 228 frame would 


suggest and has good range. He’s adequate in zones, but 
has problems in man-to-man. Eddie Johnson, long the 
No. | plugger in the middle, is slipping. Small to begin 
with (6-1, 220), he’s a big hitter who takes as much pun- 
ishment as he delivers and it’s starting to take its toll. 
Injuries have robbed him of the quickness he needs to 
sidestep blocks and he’s never really been big enough to 
wrestle with guards face-to-face. He gets a good drop and 
reacts better in zones. 

If Junkin can't handle the starting job, Anthony Griggs 
can run but gets knocked off the ball on the inside stuff. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
DEFENSIVE BACKS In Hanford Dixon and 


Frank Minnifield, the Browns have probably the best pair 
of cornerbacks in the NFL — both were consensus All- 
Pros last year. But that doesn’t mean the secondary is 
without questions. 

For one, Dixon will be 30 this year and is one of the 
people Schottenheimer cites when he talks about advanc- 
ing age in his defense. Don’t buy him a rocker yet, but 
Dixon showed the first signs of slowing up a tad. He was 
bothered by pulled leg muscles, and the Browns played a 
lot more zone toward the end of the year. He’s still better 
than most, with good speed, quick and fluid breaks out of 
his backpedal and an eagerness to come up in run support. 

Minnifield doesn’t get quite the accolades of his fellow 
pound puppy, but he had the better year in '87. Though 
only 180 pounds, he loves to punish receivers and is so 
good at reacting to the ball, he can play off receivers and 
recover in time to make the play. While he’s an excellent 
leaper, he is only 5-9 and can lose a jump ball to taller 
receivers. 

Strong safety should be a wide-open battle. Chris Rock- 
ins, very effective against the run as a linebacker in the 
“Bear,” has excellent speed and hits hard but was no better 
man-to-man than Ray Ellis, who’s been placed on waivers. 
Al Gross, a smart, tough hitter who held the strongside job 
before suffering a knee injury two years ago, started five 
games at free safety but lost that spot when he hurt the 
knee again. He isn’t quite thick enough for strong safety or 
rangy enough for the weakside and hasn't played well since 
the surgery. 

Felix Wright won the free safety job in midseason last 
year by default and will probably hang on another year. 
Tough and smart, he’s a sloppy tackler and doesn't have 
quite the range you'd like in center field. Backup corner 
Mark Harper has decent coverage skills for man-to-man 
and Stephen Braggs is a good one-on-one cover guy in 
Cleveland’s nickel and dime packages. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 
SPECIAL TEAMS The kicking game is still a 


mess. The Browns gave up three draft picks to move into 
the third round and take placekicker Jeff Jaeger. After 
starting well, he hit a slump and missed four of his last five 
kicks before Matt Bahr was summoned to the rescue for 
the stretch run and postseason, Jaeger has a strong leg, but 
his confidence was shattered. Bahr, 32, who came back 
from serious knee surgery, is No. | going into camp while 
Jaeger, who wasn’t helped last year by changes in the 
holder, could still be the kicker of the future. 

The punter of the present is Lee Johnson, but that has, 
been a short-term proposition lately in Cleveland. John- 
son is a bare-foot punter (an absolute natural on the shores 
of Lake Erie in December, don’t you think?) and averaged 
a whopping 35.2 yards — that’s gross average — after his 
midseason acquisition. He punted well (44.3) in the 
playoffs and also did kickoffs. 

The Browns are looking for a kickoff returner so they 
can let pesky Gerald “The Cube” McNeil save his slippery 
act for punts. Glen Young returned kicks last year, but was 
nowhere near as effective as in '85, when he led the AFC. 
The Browns’ coverage teams are traditionally very solid 


under Schottenheimer. GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 


COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION It’s about time folks start 


recognizing coach Marty Schottenheimer and GM Ernie 
Accorsi as two of the better ones in the business. In his 


three full seasons, Schottenheimer has put together a 30- 
17 record, fifth best among NFL coaches over that time. 
He’s low-key, lets the players have the spotlight and brings 
home the wins. This year, we'll find out if he can run the 
offense. 

Accorsi “has made some shrewd moves in helping 
rebuild the Browns since his arrival in ’84, the maneuver- 
ing for the Kosar acquisition at the top of the list. Not as 
well recognized but equally important was a trade with the 
Chicago’ Bears when the Browns gave up their 9th, 10th, 
1 1thand 12th round draft picks in 1984 forthe Bears’ three 
USFL supplemental choices. With those, Cleveland got 
Kevin Mack and Gerald McNeil I-2, and picked up Mike 
Johnson with its own first rounder. 

The two bosses are on the spot over the Chip Banks 
Mike Junkin shuffle last year, but the jury is still out on 
that. And their visit to the AFC Championship shows they 
couldn't have missed Banks too much. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 


DRAFT For the first time in their history, the 
Browns used their first five draft choices on defense. Cleve- 
land scouts ran a 4.35 dash to the podium in the first round 
to grab Florida linebacker Clifford Charlton. He’s a big- 
play weakside blitzer and opens the door for a graceful 
move of Mike Junkin to the inside, where he belongs. 
Defensive tackle Michael Dean Perry fits in well as a 
defensive tackle in Cleveland’s new 4-3, spotting Hairston 
in that role. And while the Browns (and Perry) are not sure 
he’s a nose tackle, he'll get a shot there if Golic and 
Puzzuoli are slow coming off injuries. 

In search for a replacement for Ray Ellis, who was cut 
the week before the draft, Cleveland drafted three strong 
safety candidates in the late rounds. 

1988 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): |. (23.21) 
CLIFFORD CHARLTON. LB, Florida; 2. (23.50) MICHAEL PERRY. DT. 
Clemson; 3. (23.77) VAN WAITERS, LB, Indiana; 4. (23,103) ANTHONY 
BLAYLOCK. DB. Winston-Salem State: 7. (23,188) THANE GASH. DB, East 
Tennessee State; 8. (23.216) J.J. BIRDEN, WR, Oregon; 9. (23,244) DANNY 
COPELAND, DB, Eastern Kentucky; 10.(23,272) BRIAN WASHINGTON, DB. 
Nebraska; 11. (23.300) HENDLEY HAWKINS, WR. Nebraska: 12. (23.328) 
STEVE SLAYDEN, QB. Duke. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 


VETERANS ROSTER 
BIRTH- NFL 
NO. NAME POS. HT. . DATE COLLEGE EXP. 
Baab, M. 6-4 12/6/59 Texas 7 
Bahr, M. 5-10 7/6/56 Penn St 
Baker, A. 6-6 12/9/56 Colorado St 
Bolden, R. 6-6 9/8/61 —S. Methodist 
Bosley. K 6-5 6/19/63 E. Kentucky 2 
Braggs, S §-9 8/29/65 Texas 2 
Brennan, B. 5-9 2/15/62 Boston College 5 
Byner, E 5-10 9/15/62 E. Carolina 5 
Camp. R 6-4 2/28/61 Calitornia 6 
Clancy. S. 6-7 5/29/58 Pittsburgh 5 
Danielson, G. 6-2 9/10/51 Purdue 1 
Dixon. H 5-11 12/25/58 So. Mississipp! 8 
Dudley, B. 6-1 8/30/60 Bethune Cookman 2 
Farren, P. 6-5 12/24/60 Boston U. 6 
Fike, D 6-7 6/16/61 Florida 4 
Fontenot, H. 60 9/12/63 Louisiana St. 4 
8 
7 
6 
3 
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Golic, B. 6-2 10/26/57 Notre Dame 
Griggs. A 6-3 2/12/60 Ohio St 
Gross, A. 6-3 1/4/61 Arizona 
Hairston, C. 6-4 12/15/52 Maryland-E. Shore 1: 
Haley, D. 64 2/16/61 Utah 

Harper, M §-9 11/5/61 Alcorn St 
Jaeger, J. 5-11 11/26/64 Washington 
Johnson, E. 6-1 2/3/59 — Louisville 
Johnson, L. 6-2 11/27/61 BYU 
Johnson, M 11/26/62 Virginia Tech 
dunkin, M 11/21/64 Duke 

Kosar, B. 11/25/63 Miami 
Langhorne, R 4/7/63 Elizabeth City St 
Mack, K. 8/9/62 Clemson 
Manoa, T. 7 7 9/9/64 Penn St 
Matthews, C. 3/15/56 USC 

McNeil, G. 3/27/62 Baylor 
Miller, N 10/26/63 Arkansas 
Minnifield, F ! 1/1/60 Louisville 
Newsome, 0. 3/16/56 Alabama 
Pagel. M 9/13/60 Arizona St 
Pike. C 1/13/64 Tulsa 
Puzzuoli, D 1/12/61 Pittsburgh 
Rakoczy, G 5/18/65 Miami 
Risien, C. 3/22/57 Texas A&M 
Rockins, C 5/18/62 Oklahoma St 
Shelley, J 8/6/64 Mississippi 
Sims, D 7/23/61 Wisconsin 
Slaughter, W. 10/19/64 San Diego St 
Tennell, D. 2/12/64 UCLA 
Weathers, C. 1/10/62 Delaware St 
Williams, L 7/3/63 Notre Dame 
Wright. F 6/22/59 Drake 
Young, G. 10/11/60 Miss. St 
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CINCINNATI 


BENGALS 


(59,754) 


HEAD COACH 


Sam Wyche is an amateur magician, but last December 
he pulled offa trick of Houdini proportions — he escaped 
a 4-11 season with his job intact. He’s back after his team 
lost four ballgames in which it held a double-digit lead. 

Wyche is back because of the 10-6 record in °86, his 
creative offense, his loyalty to the organization and 
because GM Paul Brown considered the strike year an 
aberration. The Bengals were arguably the No. | casualty 
of the strike (excluding Gene Upshaw, of course). Cincin- 
nati won just two of its 10 post-strike games, those coming 
over inept Atlanta and Kansas City. 

That the Bengals, with all their talent, should be strug- 
gling to beat the weak sisters of the league and losing to 
everybody else is appalling. They may be the premier 
underachievers in football. Last year, they simply couldn't 
make the big play. The offense was fifth in the league in 
yards gained, 20th in points scored. The defense was 
eighth best in yards allowed, 24th in points allowed. 

The Bengals enter 1988 as the AFC’s mystery team. The 
offense is the same one that terrorized the league two years 
ago and the defense is better. If the wounds of ’87 have 
healed, they could return to playoff contention. If not, 
Wyche is headed over the falls in a barrel again. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END while re- 


ceiver is a position of strength 
for the Bengals, you wouldn't 

know it from looking at the 
1987 statistics. Cris Collins- 
worth was hurt, Eddie 
Brown had an off year and 

Tim McGee keeps being 
slowed by injuries. 


Cris Collinsworth 


Collinsworth started only six games last year thanks to 
a fractured rib and badly sprained foot. Pro-rate his 31 
catches, 494 yards over a full season and you have a typical 
Collinsworth year, with one exception — he did not catch 
a TD pass. The lanky receiver remains exceptional at 
reading defenses and adjusting to the ball and will take the 
pounding over the middle. No longer the pure deep threat, 
Collinsworth can still get behind corners with a shake and 


make the over-the-shoulder catch. With his long strides, . 


he gets up on defenders quickly and loses them with a 
quick move. 

Brown has now put together three respectable seasons, 
all in the 55-catch, 900-yard vicinity (if you pro-rate ’87). 
He has 4.4 speed with the burst to break away after the 
catch. While he improved at reading defenses and running 
routes, he has a hard time handling Boomer Esiason’s 
heater. Two years running now he has injured his hands, 
and Brown must find a way to more consistently handle 
the hard ball without damaging his supple fingers. 

McGee, who filled in for Cincinnati and caught 23 
passes in his second season, suffers from Louis Lipps 
Syndrome (pulled leg muscles). When right, he’s smooth, 
as fast as Brown and runs under control. Fourth receiver 
Mike Martin had his best pro year, catching 20 in a spot 
role. He’s a feisty player with quick moves but only aver- 
age speed. Ira Hillary is faster but not nearly as polished. 

When healthy, tight end Rodney Holman is one of the 
more underrated players at his position. He’s a reliable 
short-to-intermediate receiver who can sneak deep if you 
cheat on him. Hobbled with injuries, his blocking, nor- 
mally a forte, fell off and he wasn’t nearly as fluid in his 
“patterns. Back-up Eric Kattus improved as a receiver (18 

catches) and Jim Riggs, the third-round draft choice, is a 


solid prospect. GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 
OFFENSIVE LINE Tre Great Wall of Chili- 


town revealed a few cracks last year. The starting five 

didn't line up together for two weeks in a row until 

December. The running game wasn'tas effective and while 

the sack total (26 in 12 games, once every 18 

attempts) was still respectable, Esiason g got 
hit a lot more after the throw. 

Anthony Munoz is probably still the 
best tackle in football, but he didn't 
have as good a year as in ‘86. He 
missed the opener because of a con- 
tract dispute and then suffered a 
shoulder injury Nov. 8 that required 
an offseason arthroscope. When 
whole, there’s none better. He has 
the power to pancake people on 

the run, the agility to stay with the 

niftiest rushers and work habits 
to match the skills. He’s so ath- 
letic, the Bengals routinely throw 
to him — he caught his fourth 

career TD pass in ’87. 

Guard Max Montoya, a Pro 
Bowl partner of Munoz’ in °86, 
missed three games with a back 
injury, but should bounce back. 
While not as nifty as his linemate, 
Montoya isa superb pass blocker 
who has solid techniques and bal- 

ance, picks up stunts well and rarely 
makes a mistake. He won't blow people 
off the line on the run, but he gets the proper angles 
and gets the job done on finesse. 

Center Dave Rimington had a disastrous sea- 
son. Rimington suffered an ankle injury the first 
game after the strike and was never the same. The 
former Nebraska weightlifter has now missed 
eight games in the last two years and could be, at 
age 28, headed downhill. He’s still extremely pow- 
erful off the ball when a man is nose up on him, but 
he doesn't have the flexibility to get the job done 


in space. The quicker nose tackles give him fits. He and 
Esiason continue to have problems on the center exchange 
(five misses in ’87) and he saw a lot of yellow flags at his 
feet. David Douglas started four games at center but the 
second-year lineman found himself overpowered by 
stronger nose tackles and returned to the back- -up role. If 
he beefs up, he could contend. 

Right tackle Joe Walter usually does a solid job protect- 
ing Esiason’s blind side (a three-sack outing against Pitts- 
burgh’s Keith Willis being a notable exception). He’s 6-6, 
290 with long arms and good balance, but is susceptible to 
the quicker defensive ends and blitzing backers. His run 
blocking is okay, but not overpowering. Left guard could 
bea platoon situation this year. Incumbent Bruce Reimers 
is big (6-7, 290), strong and gets after people on the run- 
ning game. On pass protection, he’s a little slow and 
methodical but a battler. Bruce Kozerski, who started in 
86, is not as powerful but more fluid and can chase 
linebackers inside. He can also fill in at tackle since his 
forte is pass blocking, where he’s quick, mistake-free and 
excels at picking up stunts. Former first-round pick Brian 
Blados seems slated for back-up duty. At 315 pounds, he 
doesn't have the quickness for pass protection at tackle or 


run blocking at guard. 
GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 


QUARTERBACK Last fall, the Bengals thought 
Esiason was ready to take his place among the top three or 
four quarterbacks in the league, as evidenced by the $6 
million, five-year contract they gave him on the eve of 
Opening Day. Despite his disappointing season, they still 
think they'll get their money’s worth. 

Playing half the season without his two top targets 
(Collinsworth and James Brooks), Esiason slipped from 
24 TDs and 17 interceptions in 86 to 16 TDs and 19 INTs 
in a dozen games last fall. But five of the interceptions 
came in last-possession drives of losing games, three on the 
last play or two. Nonetheless, Esiason simply did not make 
the big plays as he did in 86, and his accuracy fell off. He'll 
never be the technically perfect quarterback Ken Ander- 
son was, and he’s still inconsistent in his drops and deliv- 
ery. He tends to release the ball too high, causing the 
overthrows, and lacks a change- -up for the touch passes. 

Sull, he led the AFC in passing yards (3,321), played 
every down despite taking some wicked hits, and estab- 
lished himself firmly as the leader in the locker room. 
Confident and competitive, he has a first-rate arm, a sixth 
sense to avoid the rush and the moxie to make the play 
while running out of trouble. 

Veteran Turk Schonert has an average arm, reads 
defenses well and has come off the bench to ignite the 
offense in the past. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
RUNNING BACKS One of the overlooked 


factors in Cincinnati’s success prior to °87 was a solid, 
pound-it-out running game (No. 2 in the NFL in 86 with 


, 158 yards a game) that set up the headline-grabbing pass- 


ing game. It slipped some last year, all the way to 10th 
(nonstrike games) and 134 yards a game. Restoring it i in 88 
is a major priority. 

One of the keys is a healthy James Brooks. After a slow 
start, Brooks’ season fizzled when he suffered a badly 
sprained ankle. He missed four of the last seven games and 
didn’t look close to 100 percent until the finale. So, the 
back who had averaged 1,008 yards rushing and 631 
receiving the previous two years settled for a career low 
290 rushing and 272 receiving. At his best, Brooks is a 
shifty runner with more quickness and elusiveness than 
breakaway speed. Unlike most backs whose options rarely 
extend past swing passes, Brooks is virtually a third wide 
receiver in the line-up. Linebackers don’t cover him, they 
chase him. But the injury, and long recuperation, raises 
questions about using him as a featured back. If they can 
find a complement, Brooks may be used to run the draws, 


traps and sweeps that he handles so well, catch passes out 
of the backfield and let someone else take the heavy duty, 
north-south stuff. 

Finding that person is the problem. Incumbent Larry 
Kinnebrew is too inconsistent. When his weight is in check 
and he’s so inclined, he can be a fearsome power runner 
capable of carrying tacklers like a book bag, But when he 
makes his annual appearance on Wyche's list (and we 
don’t mean for Christmas cards), he can bean overweight, 
undermotivated liability. Last year, he didn’t get it done on 
third-and-short and missed enough blitz pickups to raise 
Esiason’s insurance premiums a couple of grand. They're 
looking for better. a 

The early line favorite is Stanley Wilson, who has spent 
two of the last three years on drug suspension. Wilson is 
the best fullback in Cincinnati if he is in shape, and clean. 
Bill Johnson, who has yet to make it through a full year 
without injury, has a nice blend of power and speed. 
Blocking? He was the guy that missed the block on 
Brooks’ run, giving San Francisco shat one more play with 
two seconds left. Think Wyche remembers that? 

Stanford Jennings, a solid and dependable halfback, 
lacks speed but is a good receiver. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 


DEFENSIVE LINE The Bengals had grand 
plans last year for rotating their defensive ends to keep 
them fresh. They should have stuck to the grand plan; the 
ends started well then wilted with the first frost. 

Veteran left end Eddie Edwards, now 34, has wiry 
strength, good balance and eroding quickness. Big, long- 
armed tackles can now control him. A shoulder injury last 
year cooled his once superior mobility and he finished 
with just 39 tackles and four sacks. The other end, Jim 
Skow, is an undersized (245) battler without the frame or 
metabolism to get any bigger. While strong for his size, he 
doesn’t have the leverage or explosion to compensate for 
giving away 30-plus pounds to tackles. The.season-long 
pounding tends to wear him down, but he did demonstrate 
early in the year he has the temperament and quickness to 
be effective in spot duty. 

Still unproven are first-round draft pick Jason Buck 
and third-rounder Skip McClendon. Buck had a wasted 
rookie year. He didn't sign until after Labor Day, went on 
strike and by Oct. 19 had a total of four practices in pads. 
Worked into the nickel pass rush role, he got tied up too 
easily and finished with just two sacks (one a cleanup). 
McClendon is raw but gives the Bengals the bulk (270) 
needed up front. He holds his own at the point of attack 
but is strictly a project pass rusher. 

Nose tackle Tim Krumrie took his rightful place in the 
Pro Bowl last year. He led the Bengals in tackles for the 
third straight year, an incredible statistic considering all 
the double-teaming he gets. Krumrie is not a great athlete 
but has excellent leg strength and leverage. He’s rarely off 
his feet, has a great feel for slipping linemen in heavy traffic 
and simply doesn’t stay blocked. His quick first move 
helps him put some pressure up in the middle vs. the pass 


but that’s not his strong suit. The Bengals are looking fora- 


back-up after Mike Hammerstein underwent major re- 
constructive knee surgery. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 


ry 


LINEBACKERS With moreconsistency and one 
big inside bone crusher, the Bengals could improve even 
further after their defense against the run rose from 22nd 
('86) to 11th last season (in non-strike games). 

Inside backers Joe Kelly and Carl Zander are fast but 
undersized. Kelly showed flashes of the big-play capability 
that made him a high draft choice, but he can just as 
quickly disappear. He has a fiery on-field temperament, 
can deliver a wicked hit and is fast and agile enough to 
shadow most running backs in man-to-man coverage. His 


problem is staying healthy. Plagued two years now by 


shoulder/neck stingers, he can't take on blockers when 
ailing and may be better suited for the outside, where 
there'd be less pounding. Zander, a heady backer who calls 
defensive signals, plays lighter than his program weight of 
235, relying more on quickness and instincts than power. 
. He played the second half of the year with a portable cast 
over a broken wrist bone, and his tackling suffered. He has 
good speed but isn't as nifty as Kelly in the coverages. 
Weakside backer Reggie Williams, 34 in September, 
doesn't have the burst of his younger days but was still the 
best blitzer they had in 87-((six sacks). He has stayed lighter 
and trained fanatically to maintain his strength and ade- 
quate speed. Not the niftiest guy at avoiding or shedding 
blocks at the point, he is rarely caught out of position and 
makes a lot of plays. Strongside backer Emanuel King 
_ slipped a little off his nine-sack performance of ’86, but is 


solid against the run. With the arrival of Buck, he wasnt 
used as much as a fourth down lineman and got only four 
sacks, A tweener, King has good burst but poor change of 
direction once he gets into the backfield. He’s a strong kid 
who can take on the tight end and hold his ground. 

Kiki DeAyala gota couple of starts inside for Kelly and 
likes to throw his body around, but at 225 he’s undersized 


for the inside. 
GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
DEFENSIVE BACKS The secondary made 


the little plays — you know, like avoiding disaster when 
the blitz doesn’t hit — but it,hasn't been able to make the 
bigger ones. The Bengals were 27th in the NEL in take- 
aways with 26, only 14 of them interceptions. And when 
they were protecting a fourth-quarter lead, they gave up 
just enough ground to lose it. Still, there’s a young nucleus 
of what could be a fine secondary. 

Left corner Lewis Billups, who started asa rookie, is still 
their best cover man, despite some occasional and painful 
lapses in 87. While not a physical defender, he has the 
speed and agility to play bump-and-run and reacts well to 
the ball. Eric Thomas was thrown in before he was ready 
(as opening day starter for injured Louis Breeden) and got 
eaten up. He gave up four TD passes in his first two games, 
including the 25-yarder to Rice on the last play against San 
Francisco. If he isn't shell-shocked, he has the exceptional 
speed (4.4) and quickness to be a good one. At times he 
gives receivers too much of a cushion, doesn't play the ball 
well, and after the strike spent some time in nickel duty. He 
may be a front-liner, he may be a nickel back. 

Journeyman Ray Horton stepped in and started nine 
games at corner, playing his best football in three years. 
He’s a step slow for the corner and has to give himself a 
comfortable cushion, but he plays the ball well and didn't 
get beat for the big play. They'd prefer he move to free 
safety and get in the hunt for a starting job there. The 
incumbent, Robert Jackson, played better in ‘87 than the 
year before, but doesn’t have the ideal range, instincts for 
interceptions (3 in 87) or jolt to create fumbles. 

Strong safety David Fulcher would have gone to the 
Pro Bow! if he’d caught half the balls that hit him in the 
hands. He tied for the team lead with three interceptions, 
and dropped at least six others. Fulcher is a big-boned, 
big-hitter who comes up and turns in the sweeps with 
authority. Quicker tight ends and a few extra pounds hurt 
him in man-to-man coverage but if he stays at 230, he’s an 
active monster, needing only better hands and experience 
to rank among the best. 

With the release of Breeden, the principal back-ups at 
corner are Horton and Daryl Smith, a good speed/bad 
hands free agent. Barney Bussey, the back-up strong 
safety, covers tight ends in the nickel but isn’t the tackler 
Fulcher is. Leonard Bell, a No. 3 pick last year, didn’t cut it 
at free safety and will get a long look on the strongside this 
summer. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
SPECIAL TEAMS. This group is sending re- 


searchers back into the record books. For futility. The 
Bengals had five kicks blocked last year (four field goals 
and one extra point) while two others ricocheted through. 
That’s nine placements blocked in the last two years. Jim 
Breech remains one of the more accurate field-goal men 
from inside 40 (18 of 19 last year) yards, but his range is 
diminishing. Breech also is short on kickoffs, and the 
Bengals are no longer hiding their concern. 

The return game needs. help. The Bengals haven't 
returned a punt or kickoff for a touchdown since 1976 —a 
span of 180 games (regular and postseason) and more than 
1,100 returns (1,200-plus if you count fair catches). Punter 
Scott Fulhage, cut twice by the Bengals and once by the 
Packers last fall, returned to Cincy the second half of the 
season and can unpack. He averaged 41.7 yards with an 
AFC high 35.6-yard net. Coverage teams are average. 


GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 


COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION §$ Sam Wyche’s mismanage- 


ment of the clock on the sidelines is well documented: 
running a sweep on fourth down with six seconds to go 
and giving the 49ers one last play; trying to send his field 
goal team on in Pittsburgh with 10 seconds left and the 
clock running. But his biggest mistake of 1987 might have 
been off the field. Three days after the players closed ranks 
around their embattled coach for the final-second give- 
away to San Francisco, Wyche criticized their behavior on 
the picket line. Player rep Esiason took some stinging 
shots at the coach. Others were more quiet, but no less 
pire When they returned, the chemistry was like sulfuric 
acid. 


Wyche is the only NFL coach who has been with the 
safne team since 1984 and not produced at least one 
playoff berth. His career record is 29-34, only 11-28 
against teams that finished the season .500 or better. In his 
favor, he has overseen an offense that is creative and 
%éxplosive when hitting on all cylinders. His retention for 
88 shows the front office's patience and loyalty to its good 
soldiers. This year, the fifth of a five-year contract, will 
show whether that’s an admirable trait or a case of sticking 
your head in the sand. 

While the late signing of first-round draft picks is a 
league-wide trend, the Bengals have not had their top pick 
in camp on time since 1983 (Dave Rimington). The result 
is they get half a rookie season, if that, out of a supposedly 
key guy. But they are willing to pay veterans big bucks 
based on performance. Last summer, they made Anthony 
Munoz the highest paid offensive lineman in the league 
and gave Esiason the biggest bas@salary of any NFL 


player (at the time). 
GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 


DRAFT The Bengals passed up Tim Brown to take 
Oklahoma DB Rickey Dixon in the first round. Score one 
for common sense. Dixon will challenge Eric Thomas for 
the starting cornerback spot opposite Lewis Billups. Fast, 
powerful Ickey Woods, 230, becomes the automatic front- 
runner for the starting fullback job as the move to do 
better than Larry Kinnebrew begins in earnest. The selec- 
tion of Kevin Walker, a run-stuffing inside backer from 


‘Maryland, could prompt the move of Joe Kelly to outside 


backer, where many feel he belongs. 


1988 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): |. (5.5) 
RICKEY DIXON, ‘DB, Oklahoma: 2. (4.31) ELBERT “ICKEY” WOODS. RB. 
Nevada (Las Vegas); 3. (3.57) KEVIN WALKER, LB. Maryland; 4. (2.84) DAVID 
GRANT, NT. West Virginia; 5. (5.114) HERB WESTER, OT. lowa: 6. (4.141) 
PAUL JETTON. OG. Texas: 7. (3.168) RICH ROMER, LB. Union (NY): 8. 
(2.195) CURTIS MAXEY. NT. Grambling State: 9. (5.226) BRANDY WELLS. 
DB, Notre Dame: 10. (4.253) ELLIS DIILLAHUNT, DB, East Carolina: 11.43,280) - 
PAUL HICKERT, K, Murray State; 12. (2.307) CARL PARKER, WR. 
Vanderbilt. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 


T.Q.59.0 


VETERANS ROSTER 
BIRTH 


, RAME H . OATE COLLEGE EXP. 
Barber. C. Ss 1/15/64 N.CarolinaA&T = 2 
Bell. L. 3/14/64 Indiana 
Billups, L. 10/10/63 N. Alabama 
Blados, B. 1/11/62__N. Carolina 
Brady, E. 6/17/60 Illinois 9 
Breech, J. 4/11/56 California 
Brooks. J. 12/28/58 Auburn 
Brown, E. 12/17/62 Miami (Fla.) 
Buck, J. 7/27/63 Brigham Young 
Bussey. B. 5/20/62 South Carolina 
Cottinsworth, C. 1/27/59 Florida 
DeAyala, K. 10/23/61 Texas 
Douglas. 9. 3/20/63 Tennessee 
Edwards, E. 4/25/54 Miami (Fla.) 
Esiason, B. 4/17/61 Maryland 
Fulcher, D. s 9/28/64 Arizona St. 
Fulhage. S. P 11/17/61 Kansas St. 
Hammerstein, M. DE 3/29/63 Michigan 
Holman, R. 4/20/60 Tulane 
Horton, R. 4/12/60 Washington 
Jackson, R. 10/10/58 Central Mich. 
Jennings, S. 3/12/62 Furman 
Johnson, B. 10/81/60 Arkansas St. 
Kattus, E. 3/4/63 Michigan 
Kelly, J. 12/11/64 Washington 
King. E. 8/15/63 Alabama 
‘Kinnebrew, L. 6/11/59 Tennessee St. 
Kozerski, B. 4/2162 Holy Cross 
Krumrie, T. 5/20/60 Wisconsin-Madison 
Martin, M. 11/18/60 Ittinois 
McClendon. S. 4/9/64 Arizona St. 
McGee. T. 4 8/7/64 Tennessee 
Meshan, G. 4/27/63 Bowling Green 
Montoya, M. 52/56 UCLA 
Munoz, A. 8/19/58 USC 
Norseth, M. 6/22/64 Kansas 
Reimers. B. 9/18/60 lowa St. 
Riggs. J. 9/29/63 Clemson 
Rimington, D. 8/13/62 Nebraska 
Schonert, T. 1/15/57 Stanford 
Skow. J. 6/29/63 Nebraska 
Smith, 0. 5/8/63 North Alabama 
Thatcher, C. 10/10/64 Lafayette 
Thomas, E. 9711/64 Tulane 
Walter, J. 6/18/63 Texas Tech 
Witcots, S. 10/9/64 Colorado 
Williams, R. 9/19/54 Dartmouth 
Wilson, S. 8/23/61 Oklahoma 
Wright. D. 6/2/63 Findlay Col. 
Zander, C. 3/23/63 Tennessee 
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HOUSTON 


OILE 


HEAD COACH: JERRY GLANVILLE 


1987 RECOR 6 


Conventional wisdom says the super-talented Houston 
Oilers came of age last fall. The offense with five high 
first-round picks and the million-dollar quarterback fin- 
ally meshed. The aggressive defense received the ultimate 
compliment: complaints from Chuck Noll that they were 
dirty. Conventional wisdom says the Oilers will challenge 
the Browns for the division title and bea factor in January. 

Conventional wisdom often lacks proper insight. The 
Oilers did advance to the divisional round of the playoffs 
last year, and no one questions their talent on offense, but 
their coach, quarterback and defense are still unconvinc- 
ing. Included in last year’s 9-6 regular-season record were 
strike wins at Denver and at Cleveland, two games they 
would not likely have won with real teams. The “real” 
Oilers were 7-5 overall, and 1-5 against playoff teams, the 
lone win coming against Seattle (minus Curt Warner) in 
the wild-card round. Cleveland and Indianapolis blew 
them out, New Orleans beat ‘em by two TDs and Denver 
demolished them in the playoffs. 

The Oilers did make progress last year, coming from 
behind several times to win games. But as the offense 
improved, the defensive weaknesses were exposed. The 
defense, 13th overall in ‘86, finished 24th in nonstrike 
games. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END If they got the ball deep more often, 


Ernest Givins and Drew Hill might well be recognized as 
the most dangerous pair of wide receivers around. They 
combined for 104 catches, 1,922 yards (most of any two 
receivers in the NFL) and 12 TDs in just 12 games last 
year. 

Givins explodes off the line, darts in and out of his cuts 
and scares the hell out of defenses after the catch. Before 
the catch, too. He’s so explosive, opponents will lay off 
him on the quick stuff and settle for second-and-5. A 
tough kid, he'll make the catch in traffic, although his 
mortality showed in the critical 10th game against Cleve- 
land. He played too tight, dropped several catchable balls 
and was generally guilty of trying to do things soo fast. But 
he bounced back from the Browns game nicely and, once 
he learns not to force matters, could be headed for Pro 
Bowl status. 

As for Hill, all he has done is rack up 3,270 receiving 
yards in three years in Houston, tops in the AFC and 
second only to Jerry Rice overall in that span. Not a bad 
return for two middle-round draft picks. While he has lost 
a half step orso from his Rams days, Hill can still stretch a 
defense and make the big play. His main asset now is his 
reliability; he’s smart, recognizes coverages in a flash and 
makes adjustments on the move. He has shaken the rap he 
won't go inside and has become a solid practice worker. 
While not as explosive as Givins, he is smoother, more 
consistent and therefore more likely to get Moon's 
attention, 

The No. 3 receiver last fall was 10th-round draft choice 
Curtis Duncan, who outplayed first-round pick Haywood 
Jeffires. The roles could be reversed this year. Jeffires has 
the size, speed and leaping ability to make scouts drool but 
didn’t produce and seemed to lose confidence during the 
year. He came in for the last strike game, dropped about 
five passes and called it a season. He has to get back to 
catching balls with his hands, as he did in college, instead 
of cradling everything. A wrist injury last year contributed 
to the problem. Duncan’s an overachiever who caught 
most of his 13 passes when the Oilers were in their four- 
wideout formation. He’s fast and does everything “okay.” 
Pint-sized, effective Willie Drewrey can fly but size limits 
him to part-time duties. 

Journeyman tight end Jamie Williams will make the 
tough catch in traffic, then drop the easy ball. Effective 
finding seams in the zone, he’s no threat after the catch and 
became an afterthought in the Oilers’ scheme last year. 
Nonetheless, he’s a solid blocker and in Houston that’s his 


meal ticket. 7 
GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
48 
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OFFENSIVE LINE The No. | Club — the Oil- 
ers’ collection of top draft picks in the line — finally played 
up to its billing. Injuries, however, are not necessarily a 
thing of the past and depth is still very suspect. 

Healthy first round picks Mike Munchak, Bruce Mat- 
thews and Dean Steinkuhler anchored a powerful line. 
Munchak, who missed most of '86 with a knee injury, 
returned to his all-pro form while Matthews took over 
right guard after a prolonged contract holdout. Munchak 
may not be as quick pulling as Matthews, but he crushes 
people on the interior running game, can hit a moving 
target on the sweeps and has the balance and know-how to 
provide reliable pass protection. Add intelligence and a 
touch of nastiness and you have one of the best guards in 
captivity. 

Matthews’ blessing — and curse — is his versatility. He 
can play tackle or guard equally well and gets plugged in 
where most needed. After two years outside, he stepped in 
at right guard last year. At 6-5, 280, he has the size and 
strength to virtually erase inside backers and the agility to 


Dean Steinkuhler 


ODOME (50,599) 


soundly execute pulls and t®aps. That footwork and bal- 
ance make him good enough to handle pass blocking 
chores at tackle. Despite occasional mental lapses, if he 
ever settles in at one position he should join his teammate 
in the Pro Bowl. 

Steinkuhler, the third No. 1, will flirt with injured 
reserve his entire career. The right tackle has chronic knee 
problems that have robbed the once brilliant prospect of 
his quickness and mobility. He can still pancake people on 
the running game but no longer explodes out of his stance, 
thus allowing speed pass rushers to blow by him before he 
gets set. Once he does get set, he has the balance and agility 
to hold his own; Steinkuhler on 14 legs is better than most 
guys on two. Moving him to guard would solve the pass 
rush problem but he’s not quick enough to pull any more. 

The other tackle, ex-Raider Bruce Davis, has also lost 
much of his quickness to knee problems and is another 
candidate to go down at any time. Arriving as a mid- 
season acquisition, Davis is a serviceable veteran who 
relies more on savvy than anything. Not particularly nifty, 
he’s a short-term answer. Jay Pennison, who took over as 
Starting center, is an overbuilt, 275-pound scrapper. He 
fires off the ball low and keeps driving until the whistle. He 
has enough agility to handle the quick nose tackles, but the 
strongmen can overpower him. Guard-tackle Don Maggs 
was out most of the year with a knee injury but has the size 
and raw quickness to make a contribution. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 
QUARTERBACK Warren Moon had his best 


year in 1987, and the Oilers made it to the playoffs. Yet 
entering his fifth NFL season Moon still hasn't totally 
nullified the critics who question his championship ilk. 

Considering Moon’s impressive winning history in col- 
lege (Rose Bowl) and in Canada (five Grey Cups), the 
criticism may be unfair. Streaky, yes; lack of the right 
stuff, no way. Moon threw for 21 TDs last year, the most 
by an Oiler since George Blanda’s 24 in 1963. He also 
threw 18 interceptions in 12 games. And ‘his 50 percent 
completion rate and 74.2 rating won't remind anyone of 
Sammy Baugh. Or even Sammy Snead. Moonstill makes 
too many mistakes, tending to lock in on one receiver, 
force a throw into coverage and get intercepted. While he 
has a strong arm, he has been reluctant to go deep, thereby 
reducing the natural deep threats of Givins and Hill. 
Mobile and athletic in the pocket, his big play ability is 
often diffused by his antsiness under the pass rush. Still, 
he’s a very bright guy who emerged as a team leader (he 
was the player rep during the strike). And despite being 
hampered throughout his NFL career by a new quarter- 
back coach every year (June Jones returns a second season 
in 88) and an offensive philosophy that has gone from one 
extreme (power run game in early 86) to another (wide 
open passing game in 87), Moon has made progress in his 
four years. But it has been painfully slow. 

Second-year man Cody Carlson (good fastball, poor 
off-speed stuff) and strike quarterback Brent Pease (good 
location, no fastball) will compete for the back-up job. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


RUNNING BACKS. two years after he left the 
USFL, Mike Rozier arrived in the NFL. After a couple of 
unproductive seasons, the former Heisman Trophy 
winner gained 957 yards in just 1] games and earned a trip 
to the Pro Bowl. He deserved it. 

Not that he’s a franchise back just yet. Rozier has 
worked hard at becoming a complete back — he now 
catches the ball reasonably well, is a more than adequate 
run blocker and usually holds his own picking up the blitz. 
As a runner, he has good speed, sees the field well and has 
the balance to bounce off a hit and get downfield. With a 
healthy line upfront, he finally found some room to run. A 
slashing runner who hits the hole quickly and hard, Rozier 
doesn't make anybody miss, so when he carries 25 times, 
he takes 25 solid hits. It took its toll last year, as injuries to 


an ankle and both shoulders slowed him down considera- 
bly at the end of the year. He played through it, all right, 

but that toughness may be better utilized with 15-20 car- 
ries a game. 

The man to pick up the slack is fullback Alonzo High- 
smith, who looked like the second coming of Earl Camp- 
bell at the end of last year. Highsmith didn’t sign until 
midseason and wasn't featured as a ballcarrier until the 
last week against Cincinnati and the playoff win over 
Seattle (averaging 6.4 yards on 21 carries). Not an evasive 
or instinctive runner, Highsmith is quicker than many 
scouts figured and at 240 pounds can run over people. He’s 
also an excellent blocker, one of the few fullbacks around 
who can take on the superman outside linebacker and live 
to tell about it. He also can catch. The Oilers drafted him 
as a do-all guy — which he can be — and not asa superstar 
ballcarrier, which he probably isn't. 

Ray Wallace, who started nine games before Highsmith 
rode into town, can play either running back spot but lacks 
the speed to be a front-line guy. Versatile Allen Pinkett 
doesnt have the speed to offset his 5-9 size. Spencer 
Tillman, at 5-11 and 206, isa little bigger yet has essentially 
the same problem. Both are spot players. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
DEFENSIVE LINE For all their blitzing, the 


Oilers ranked no better than 24th (non-strike games) in the 
league in sack percentage. Opponents exploited the Hous- 
ton blitz and hit 53.7 percent of their passes as opposed to 
a league-low 46.5 in ’86. Enemy passers also connected on 
22 TD passes in the 12 non-strike games. The need here is 
for someone to pressure the quarterback without requir- 
ing a convention to accompany him. 

The Oilers hoped they filled that need by trading their 
top pick in the draft for Raider speed rusher Sean Jones, a 
6-7, 265-pounder who can get offensive tackles thinking 
dropstep ina hurry. He had an off-year with six sacks last 
season (after 1514 in '86) but that “off-year” would have 
tied him for the club lead in Houston. If Jones doesn’t run 
himself out of every play and develops into a more com- 
plete defender, he could easily start here; if not, he cer- 
tainly provides some desperately needed spark in pass- 
rushing Situations. 

For two straight years, end Ray Childress has led the 
team in sacks. However, his two-year total of I 1 sacks (six 
of them in 87) won't shake his label as a good run, no rush 
defender. Childress holds his ground against the run and 
pursues well but is strictly a bull rusher without the quick- 
ness or shake to break clean of his man. His sacks usually 
are clean-up acts or a result of pressure from all sides. A 
solid, workmanlike player, he led the line in tackles and 
hustle. 

Richard Byrd, the other end, is a classic overachiever. 
With a quick outside move on the rush, Byrd is a solid 
fundamental player who’s shy on bulk (6-4, 265) but not 


battle. He :gets overpowered on the running game and. 


easily neutralized on the pass once the lineman gets a piece 
of him. He gets by on sound fundamentals and doggedness. 
In the middle is Doug Smith, who has the size/quick- 


ness combination most ends don't. Yet at times his energy | 


level couldn't illuminate a 60-watt light bulb. When he sets 
his mind to it, he is strong and fast enough to tie up two 
blockers and shut down the inside run. He seemed a little 
more interested with the Oilers in the playoff hunt last 
year, but has done nothing to shed the label of an 
underachiever. 

Backups Charles Martin, William Fuller and Jesse 
Baker combined for 7'4 sacks, though Martin and Baker 
padded their stats during the strike. Nose tackle Martin 
plays lighter than his 280 pounds while Fuller, touted as a 
pass rush specialist when he came out of the USFL, has 
three sacks in two years and needs to get stronger. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


LINEBACKERS Three of the starters were 
drafted in the fifth round or later while the fourth is a 
medical rehab project. What's needed are fewer try-hard 
guys and just one big-time run stuffer. 
Rookie Al Smith and veteran John Grimsley finished 
1-2 on the team in tackles last year, which inside backers 
are supposed to do. Smith is better than a stop-gap solu- 
tion but may not be the ultimate answer. While he moves 
well, he’s a tad undersized and a little slow on his reads. 
Counter plays fooled him and his coverage is shaky, but 
that’s not unusual for a rookie. He has good speed for an 
inside man. Grimsley had another solid, consistent season 
against the run. Not big enough to stone people, he sticks 
his nose in and is a dependable tackler. In coverage, a lack 
of speed makes him easy meat when singled up ona back. 
Outside backers Robert Lyleg and Johnny Meads are 
both active, decent blitzers who can stay with most backs 


but don’t have the bulk to stack up the running game. 
Lyles, 220, plays over the tight end most times and relies 
on his quickness to avoid square shots from blockers. 
Meads came on at the end of 87 and was more productive 
down the stretch than Lyles. He’s lost some quickness after 
knee surgery two years ago but showed a little of the old 
burst with three sacks in his last three games. Like Lyles, 
he can be overpowered at the point of attack. 

The major disappointment of 87 was second-round 
draft choice Walter Johnson, who they'd hoped would 
be the much-needed big outside backer. Pro defense was a 
mystery as he seemed lost from training camp through the 
strike. He didn’t show much feel for the position and 
reacted too slowly. He was one of the fastest linebackers in 
last year’s draft and is a solid 240 pounds, so they'll be 


patient GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 
DEFENSIVE BACKS Although the Oilers 


were 19th in the league in passing yards allowed during the 
non-strike games, the caliber of their starting secondary is 
much better. The blitz wasn’t as effective as in the past, and 
the corners were hung out in man-to-man coverage too 
frequently. 

In Steve Brown and Patrick Allen, the Oilers have an 
underrated pair of cover men who hold up pretty well to 
the demands of the heavy-blitz scheme. Brown is the 
enforcer of the two, a strong, physical guy who'll come up 
eagerly in run support. He’s quicker than he is fast, antici- 
pates well and loves to mix it up in the bump-and-run. He 


can also get caught flat-footed by receivers who break - 


down his cushion and give him a quick move. Still a little 
inconsistent at times — overcommitting or trying to help 
out instead of staying on assignment — Brown had the 
better overall year of the two corners. 

Allen is the superior cover man. Because of his size 
(5-10) and non-physical style, receivers can outjump and 
outfight him for the ball. And, even though quarterbacks 


‘come after him, he has only four interceptions in three 


years as a Starter. But he’s cat-quick, athletic and has the 
speed to stay on the hip of most wideouts. He tends to 
overplay the upfield move, so it’s easy to work him under- 
neath. On the other hand, he doesn’ t often Bet beatuptop 
or for six points. 

Pro Bowl strong safety Keith Bostic became the Oilers’ 
big-play man on defense, intercepting six passes. A jarring 
run supporter, he holds his own against most tight ends in 
man coverage. While he has become a little more consis- 
tent, his aggressiveness causes him to get out of position at 
times and he hasn‘t totally overcome his tendency to let 
down on certain plays. 

Jeff Donaldson took the free safety job from Bo Eason 
last year and became a fixture. With all the blitzing, the 
Oilers’ free safety is called on to cover backs man-to-man 
as much as play center field. Donaldson is often positioned 
like a linebacker in coverages and has the speed and 
athletic ability to shadow the quicker backs like James 
Brooks. As a centerfielder, he has his limitations — he 
doesn't show much feel for reading the quarterbacks and 
gets looked off the play too easily. Against the run, he’s a 
sturdy, solid tackler. Eason has better instincts in the mid- 
dle, but he’s not as quick as Donaldson and is a liability 
when asked to go man-to-man. Healso is injury prone and 
has yet to last through a full year. 

Back-up corner Richard Johnson, the former No. | 
draft pick, has the physical assets to be a capable cover 
man but was struggling before a knee injury sidelined him 
the last half of the season and cast an even bigger question 
mark over his future. Audrey McMillian, a waiver acquisi- 
tion in "85, and safety Domingo Bryant, who shows nice 
range but marginal cover skills, are strictly backup 
material. 


GRADE (max. 10): 65 


SPECIAL TEAMS withthe exception of kicker 
Tony Zendejas, the special teams were a disaster last year. 
Ex-Cleveland punter Jeff Gossett replaced Lee Johnson 
— who then ended up in Cleveland — and each team 
probably thinks it got the worst of the exchange. Gossett 
averaged 40.3 yards a kick with the dome-field advantage, 
and his 31.6 net was third lowest in the AFC. Return and 
coverage teams were just as bad. Givins is an explosive 
punt returner, but they're reluctant to expose him to the 
punishment. Kenny Johnson scares no one and kickoff 
returners Duncan and Pinkett averaged under 20 yards a 
runback. The coverage teams ranked second from the 
bottom in the AFC in both categories, a testament to the 
lack of depth at linebacker and DB. 

Zendejas, meanwhile, has established himself as one of 
the more accurate kickers in the league. He hit 11 of 13 
from inside 40 yards last year, and finished 20 of 26 


overall. 
GRADE (max. 10): 4.0 


. 


« COACHING/ 


* ORGANIZATION The Oilers last year con- 
vinced the league they had the talent to win. Now Glanville 
must prove he’s a good enough coach. When a team gets 
blown out by good teams in important games, and wins 
only those in which it had a clear advantage in talent, it’s 
not long before coaching bears scrutiny. Does Jerry get 
outcoached? He took a lot of heat last year and responded 
by firing three assistant coaches. His all-out war with the 
Houston media is counter-productive and needless. With 
the talent he has on hand, he should be winning both 


friends and ballgames. 
The rest of the front office is chaotic. There were no 


major disasters on the order of Jim Everett last year, but 
Highsmith didn't get signed until mid-season. Owner Bud 
Adams’ threatened move to Jacksonville and GM Ladd 
Herzeg’s juvenile behavior and artest in Buffalo are typical 
of the circus that operates under the big top of the 


Astrodome. : 
GRADE (max. 10): 3.5 


DRAFT The Oilers addressed their major need the 
week before the draft, giving up the ninth pick overall to 
the Raiders for pass-rushing defensive end Sean Jones. 
With their other first-round pick, the Oilers made a less 
logical move, taking RB Lorenzo White of Michigan 
State. Now with three young No. | picks in the backfield, 
Glanville either plans to go to the wishbone or is (more 
likely) concerned with the status of Rozier (durability) or 
Highsmith (two off-season knee surgeries). Quintin Jones 
will fit in as the nickel back while third-round punter Greg 
Montgomery is expected to replace Gossett. 


1888 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): |. (22.22) 
LORENZO WHITE, RB. Michigan State: 2. (21.48) QUENTIN JONES, DB. 
Pittsburgh: 3. (18.72) GREG MONTGOMERY. P. Michigan State: 5. (16.125) 
CRIS DISHMAN, DB, Purdue; 5. (21.130) CHRIS VERHULST. TE, Chico, 
State: 6. (20.157) KURT CRAIN, LB. Auburn; 7. (22.187) TRACEY EATON, DB, 
Portland State: 8. (21.214) DAVE VIAENE. OC, Minnesota (Duluth); 9. (20,241) 
DAVID SPRADLIN, LB. Texas Christian; 10. (22,274) MARCO JOHNSON, 
WR, Hawaii; I. (21.298) JETHRO FRANKLIN, DE. Fresno State: 12. (20.325) 
JOHN BRANTLEY. LB, Georgia. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 


VETERANS ROSTER 
BIATH- 
WT. DATE COLLEGE 
180 8/26/61 Utah St. 
12/10/63 Notre Dame 
1/17/61 Michigan 
3/20/60 Oregon «4 
12/8/63 Texas A&M 
3/20/62 S. Mississippi 
11/5/63 Baylor 
10/20/62 Texas A&M 
8/25/62 N. Texas St. 
6/21/56 UCLA 
8/22/65 Georgia Tech 
4/19/62 Colorado 
4/28/63 West Virginia 
1/26/65 Northwestern 
3/10/61 Cal-Davis 
2/17/64 Memphis St. 
Fuller, W. 3/8/62 N. Carolina 
Givins. E. 9/3/64 —_ Louisville 
Gossett. J. 1/25/57 E. Illinois 
Grimsley. J. 2/25/62 Kentucky 
Harris, L. 11/27/60 Texas Tech 
Highsmith, A. 2/26/65 Miami (Fla.) 
Hill, D. 2/5/56 Georgia Tech 
dames. A. 12/31/64 Delta St. 
Jelfires, H. 12/12/64 N. Carolina St. 
Johnson, K. 1/7/58 Mississippi St. 
Johnson, R. 9/16/63 Wisconsin 
Johnson. W. 11/13/63 Louisiana Tech 
Jones, S. 12/19/62 Northeastern 
Lyles, R. 3/21/61 TCU 
Maggs. D. 11/1/61 Tulane 
Martin, C. 8/31/59 Livingston 
Matthews, B. 8/8/61 USC 
McMillian, A. 8/13/62 Houston 
Meads, J. 6/25/61 Nicholls St. 
Moon, W. 11/18/56 Washington 
Munchak, M. 3/5/60 Penn St. 
Pease, B. 10/8/64 Montana 
Pennison, J. 9/9/61 Nicholls St. 
Pinkett, A. 1/25/64 Notre Dame 
Rozier, M. 3/1/61 Nebraska 
Smith, A. 11/26/64 Utah St. 
Smith, D. 6/13/60 Aubin 
Steinkuhter, D. 1/27/61 Nebraska 
Tillman, S. 4/21/64 Oklahoma 
Vatentine, I. 6/4/63 Texas A&M 
Wallace, R. 12/3/63 Purdue 
Williams, D. 10/1/62 Texas A&M 
Williams. J. 2/25/60 Nebraska 
Zendejas, T. 5/15/60 Nevada-Reno 


Childress, R. 
Cooks, R. 
Davis, B. 
Davis, J. 
Donaldson, J. 
Drewrey. W. 
Ouncan, C. 
Eason, B. 
Fairs, E. 
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PITTSBURGH 


STEELERS 


: THREE RIVERS (59,000) 


HEAD COACH: CHUCK 


NOLL 


1987 RECORD: 8-7 


When youask Chuck Noll about his quarterback situa- 
tion, he often answers with a reference to the defense. He 
isn’t hard of hearing. But he firmly believes that you can 
get by without a Marino or Elway if you havea rock solid 
defense. And that is his approach in 1988. 

Last year, the defense scored seven touchdowns, one 
more than departed quarterback Mark Malone threw. 
The Steelers acquired Todd Blackledge from the Chiefs 
for a fourth-round draft pick, but still stressed defense in 
the draft and will try to win with it again. 

Last year, they were 8-5 with two games to go before 
losing to division rivals Houston and Cleveland. Still, 
you'd have a hard time convincing the Three Rivers faith- 
ful that they wouldn't have been in the playoffs if someone 
other than Malone were at quarterback. This year, the 
argument gets the acid test. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END Need a quick stat to see why the 


Steelers are worried about their receiving? Of the returning 
wideouts and tight ends from last year, Weegie Thompson 
was the leader with 17 catches for 313 yards. Do you think 
Buddy Dial would be interested in making a comeback? 

Actually, the situation will only be thar desperate if 
Louis Lipps limps, again. One of the most dangerous 
receivers in the game, Lipps spent his second straight 
season in the whirlpool last fall. He caught just three 
passes after the strike, finishing the season with 11. Back 
and hamstring injuries have limited him to just 49 catches 
the last two seasons, after 104 his first two. Continual 
double coverage, however, has not gotten the best of his 
quick cuts, excellent hands and upper body strength. Tack 
on deep speed, agility to elude the bump-and-run and 
leaping ability and you have the complete package. If you 
can get him on the field. 

Filling John Stallworth’s spot is an iffy proposition. 
Charles Lockett, a third-round draft choice last year, has 
the speed to separate from the defender and the body 
control to make the acrobatic catch. He prompted com- 
parisons with Lynn Swann, until he started dropping 
passes by the bushel. He played less and less as the season 
wore on, but despite the disappointing rookie year, he'll 
get first crack at starting if he gets a little stronger. Joey 
Clinkscales, an 87 ninth-rounder, was cut in camp but 
revived his career during the strike. His speed is marginal 
at best, but he has good hands and can make the over-the- 
shoulder catch with a man on his hip. He has little inclina- 
tion for the physical aspects and will have to work harder 
at getting open. 

If all else fails, Thompson gets the nod, but they'd rather 
use himas a third receiver. Tall, with decent straight-ahead 
speed but no elusiveness, Thompson has become a more 
consistent catch. He just lacks the quickness to be much 
more than a third-down possession receiver. Lyneal 
Alston, a free agent last year, has decent speed and hands 
but has to prove he'l catch in a crowd. 

Tight end is an afterthought in the Steelers’ passing 
attack, which hasn’t had a tight end catch more than 21 
passes in four years. Preston Gothard, returning from a 
knee injury to start, is a solid blocker barely capable of 
camping out in the seam of zones underneath linebackers. 
Danzell Lee, another strike holdover, is a little better 
receiver but doesn’t put his size to much use as a blocker. 
Theo Young showed some receiving talent in the presea- 
son and will get another look. 


GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 
OFFENSIVE LINE Undersized by most NFL 


standards, the Steelers’ offensive line is certainly under- 
rated. With just so-so backs, the Steelers were fifth (11th 
non-strike) in the league in rushing last year. And they've 
ranked second in the AFC in each of the last three seasons 
protecting the passer (fewest sacks). However, they’re get- 
ting a little old up front and the cracks are beginning to 
show, with the biggest weakness at left tackle. 

Center Mike Webster keeps showing up in the Pro Bowl 


50 


but the most effective lineman is Tunch Ilkin, one of the 
better right tackles in football. At 6-3, 265, he doesn’t have 
the height or long arms the book says you need, but he’s 
quick, tough, agile and near-impossible to get around. 
While a super strong end can outmuscle him, he didn’t give 
up a sack in °87, and has allowed just one in the last two 
years. As a run blocker, he’s effective on the sweeps and 
traps but doesn’t have the muscle to blow anyone away on 
the straight-ahead stuff. 

Webster is at the end of a Hall of Fame career, but he 
probably has one year left. At 36, Iron Mike has just 
average strength now and has lost the great quickness that 
made him sucha force. But Webster is the superior techni- 
cian you'd expect from 14 years in the trenches. He exe- 
cutes his assignments using position and leverage, getting 
up underneath the nose tackle and knowing when to turn 
him. And he still has the intensity that was his trademark 
in the days when he earned the trip to Canton. 

Guard Terry Long is set on the right side. He’s the 
epitome of the short and squat Pitts- 
burgh lineman, perfect for the 
traps and sweeps Noll so loves 
and strong on the stuff up the 
gut. An adequate pass blocker, 
he uses his hands well and has 


good feet but doesn’t always make the right decisions. He's 
only 5-11, so the bigger rushers can penetrate and reach 
over the top on him. Craig Wolfley started two games at 
tackle, but is better suited to the.left guard spot. Now 30 
and coming off knee surgery, Wolfley lost some quickness 
and can be overpowered at times. His specialties are still 
the trap blocks, and picking up stunts and inside blitzes. 

The mystery man is John Rienstra, who looks best at 
guard but could also play tackle. A high first-round pick 
two years ago, he has not blossomed into the dominant 
lineman expected. He needs to settle down. He started the 
first two games at left guard, but was too aggressive and 
overcommitted on pass protection. His erratic, out-of- 
control play was partially blamed on his stomach prob- 
lems — he'd throw up before games and couldn't concen- 
trate. Medication to help the problem had unwelcome side 
effects. He has the mass, mobility and muscle to be a 
basher but needs to choke down on the throttle to be 
effective. 

Left tackle is wide open, with no frontrunner in sight. 
Ray Pinney, who had the job several years, retired. Look 
up journeyman in the dictionary and you'll find Buddy 
Aydelette; quick but undersized, he started the last four 
games at left tackle in 87, after former stops in Minnesota, 
Green Bay and Birmingham (USFL). Mark Behning has 
the size (6-6, 280) and strength required but was hurt for 
the third straight year and required Achilles tendon 
surgery. A powerful drive blocker, he’s too stiff and 
mechanical to keep up with quick ends on the pass. He 
may wind up at guard. 

The backup is thin, which is a concern since the starters 
average nearly 31 years of age. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


QUARTERBACK Chuck Noll took a page out 
of his old mentor Paul Brown’s book: addition by subtrac- 
tion. Convinced Malone could no longer handle the job 
(and the abuse from fans at Three Rivers), he shipped him 
to San Diego for a postcard from the zoo and a couple of 
late draft choices. Ex-Chief Todd Blackledge will try to 
appease the angry customers this year. 

With Blackledge, there won’t be as many obvious 
mistakes. But you wonder if there'll be enough big 
plays. One of the heralded Class of °83 first- 
rounders — picked ahead of Jim Kelly, 

Tony Eason, Ken O’Brien and Dan Mari- 

no — Blackledge won, and lost, the starting 
job in Kansas City last year. Again. This 
time he didn’t play the last nine weeks. Black- 
ledge is not a catalyst for an offense, so he'll need a strong 
supporting cast. While he has a good enough arm and can 
move in the pocket, he has limited field vision, doesn't 
make quick decisions, doesn't find the open receiver con- 
sistently and doesn’t get rid of the ball when he should. His 
release is slow and he tends to lock onto one receiver and 
throw into coverage. At times he’s effective, but he doesn’t 
hit the third-down pass often enough to keep the sticks 
moving. Still, he’s exceptionally bright, tough and strong, 
and could rejuvenate his career. Pittsburgh’s running 
offense with lots of play action should help, too. And for 
all his faults, he was two games over .500 as a starter at 
K.C. while the Chiefs were 13 games under in games he 
didn’t start. 

While Blackledge is the strong favorite to play, Bubby 
Brister will get a chance to surprise in camp. Brister is a 
poised passer with a live arm and willingness to stand in 
the pocket and take the hit. Slowness in picking up the 
entire offensive scheme, resulting in missed blitz calls and 
such, has stymied his progress. 


GRADE (max. 10): 4.0 


\ 


RUNNING BACKS _ in 1987 the Steelers found 
out why San Diego and Philadelphia let Earnest Jackson 
go so cheaply. Jackson went down with a back/ rib injury 
(courtesy of a late hit) im Week Nine, missed three weeks 


‘and never returned to his hard-runningstyle. His year was 
equally up and down. He finished the season with 696 
yards rushing, 262 of it coming against minor-leaguers 
during the three strike games. His hard, low running style 
is ideally suited for the tough between-the-tackles stuff. 
He'll bounce offa tackle and fight for extra yards, keeping 
his legs pumping and falling forward. His receiving skills 
are minimal and he lacks breakaway speed, but can still 
motor 30-40 yards. When enough carries, health and incli- 
nation allow, he’s a !,000-yard back. That may be one too 
many qualifiers. Frank Pollard, who beat out Jackson in 
December, bounced back nicely from a knee injury in 86 
and gained 536 yards. He blocks, catches and runs hard up 
the gut, but lacks the shake or speed to scare you. He’s best 
suited to a backup swingman role. 

After two productive seasons, Walter Abercrombie was 
terrible last year. Counted on when Jackson went down, 
he managed more than 50 yards rushing in just three 
games. Never a particularly bullish runner, he ran tenta- 
tively and madea lot of defenders look good. And his blitz 
pickups were erratic. When playing well, he’s a solid all- 
purpose slasher who has the speed to get around the 
corner and the hands to help in the passing game. He does 
a lot well, nothing great. But his productivity last year 
dropped to 668 yards running/ receiving from nearly | ,300 
in 86. 

Depth is little. The best of the backups, versatile Rich 
Erenberg, underwent reconstructive knee surgery in No- 
vember and won't be ready for camp. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 
DEFENSIVE LINE The Steelers keep investing 


first-round draft picks in the defensive ine and keep com- 
ing up empty (Keith Gary, Gabe Rivera, Darry! Sims). 
Keith Willis, a free agent in 82, last year was the best of a 
very average lot. They basically have three nose tackles 
playing a 3-4 defense and desperately need a big-time pass 
rusher. 

Willis didn’t have as good a year as in °86 (falling from 
12 sacks to three) — but was still the closest thing to a 
quarterback harasser on the line. While short (6-1), he has 
functional strength to get up underneath the big tackles, 
gain leverage and shove them back as he disengages. He 
has some flash, works hard and keeps charging until the 
play is over. Despite good strength, his lack of beef (260) 
catches up with him against the run. The other end, 
Edmund Nelson, is a load at the point of attack anda 
liability against the pass. Exceptionally strong, he rarely 
gives up real estate but doesn’t cover much of it either. He 
has difficulty disengaging blockers, as well as being any- 
thing more than a bull rusher in passing situations. He 
could be headed inside, or to backup duty. 

Gary started five games last year, played better and was 
still a disappointment. He has the quick hands, light feet 
and burst to get upfield in a hurry on the pass rush — but 
never puts it together for long. He takes too many plays off 
and is an easy target against the run. 

Veteran nose tackle Gary Dunn is just that — done. 
Eleven years of pounding inside have taken their toll. 
Dunn still plays hard and has the size to clog up traffic a 
bit, but bad knees and a tendency to geta little heavy have 
caused him to slip badly. His leg strength, range and 
explosion off the ball are gone and he’s getting by strictly 
on experience and cunning. 

Backup Gerald Williams, who has the size and natural 
strength to play the nose, lacks feel and can't handle the 
position’s heavy traffic. He’s more effective as a 4-3 tackle, 
utilizing his balance, strength and flexibility. He doesn't 
have the quickness for the outside and at this stage is a 
pure bull rusher. 

The comer of the group is end Tim Johnson, a sixth- 
round draft choice last year. He started four gamesat end, 
and could get a shot at nose tackle. Still a novice rushing 
the passer, he’s quick, doesn't get knocked off his feet and 


Plays the run very well. ~~ GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 
LINEBACKERS The key to the Steelers defense 


last year was its strength on the perimeter, Outside line- 
backers Mike Merriweather and Bryan Hinkle give the 
Steelers one of the better pairs of outside defenders in the 
conference and lighten the secondary’s pass coverage 
burden. 

Merriweather, the team MVP, has never duplicated his 
15-sack total of 1984. The Steelers simply don't blitz him 
as much. Used more in the coverages now, he rolls up to 
the outside to help double-cover wide receivers. He still 
made a bunch of big plays, though, leading the team with 
5% sacks, three fumble recoveries, three forced fumbles 
and a ton of big hits. Only 221 pounds, Merriweather flips 
to stay on the weakside so he can avoid wrestling matches 
with tight ends. He’s at his best in the open, where he can 
use his acceleration to go for the big play. Against the run, 
he’s an excellent hand-fighter, sheds blocks quickly and 


i 


stays on his feet. As a blitzer, his explosion and quick 
change of direction make him a tough assignment — 
anywhere on the field. 

Hinkle was bothered all year by a nagging foot injury 
and didn’t have quite the year of his team MVP season in 
86. He’s only 215 and handling the tight end every play 
wore him down. As a run defender, he relies on instincts 
and good technique to shed blockers and make sure tack- 
les. He also has the agility to cover tight ends one-on-one, 
and on the whole provided steady play on the strong side. 

On the inside, David Little is coming off his best year, 
leading the team in tackles with 75. Strong in the upper 
body, he can take on blockers and stuff the running game 
from tackle to tackle. Not particularly fast or athletic, he’s 
smart, tough, plays low and tackles well. Just don't ask 
him to do much in the coverages. ’ 

The other inside spot is open for the first time in years. 
Robin Cole, 33, has slowed down and will be pushed by 
two kids. Cole doesn't cover well anymore but is a disci- 
plined backer who diagnoses quickly, and has the strength 
to handle traffic in close quarters. He'll share time, at the 
least, with Gregg Carr and Hardy Nickerson this year. 
Carr, a backup since 85, was moved inside last year and 
thrived, blitzing hard up the middle and playing midfield 
in the zones of the five-linebacker sets. Nickerson, a fifth- 
round draft pick last year, is the heir apparent. He’s an 
intense kid with instincts to fill and a burst to come hard to 
the hole. He has good drops and breaks in the zones, but 
lacks the speed to do much man-to-man coverage. 

Knee injuries slowed two promising rookies. Anthony 
Henton may now have to move inside, while outsider Greg 
Lloyd, who looked like a sixth-round find in training 
camp, could provide further depth. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 
DEFENSIVE BACKS iInjust a few hours on 


draft day 87, the Steelers reconstructed their secondary 
and erected the framework of a solid defense for years to 
come. Three rookies, Rod Woodson, Delton Hall and 
Thomas Everett, stepped in and returned the entire 
defense to the old sock ‘em style of the *70s. . 

Woodson, the first-rounder who held out until October, 
had the feast impact, playing nickel back the final eight 
weeks. He’s a superb athlete, with speed, change of direc- 
tion and hands for the interception. He’s still untested at 
corner but made enough plays in the nickel role down the 

tretch to convince them he can cut it. 

The two corner starters last year were Hall and Dwayne 
Woodruff, one of whom is a candidate to move to strong 
safety to replace the retired Donnie Shell. The Steelers like 
Hall’s physical style on the outside, but some feel he’s a 
little too stiff to be much more than a marginal cover guy. 
He has decent speed, but is not fluid on his turn-and-go, 
takes too many chances and draws too many fouls. The 
Steelers used him extensively kicking up in the flat with a 
safety behind him and that seemed to work well. He’s a 
monster on run support. He hits big, talks big and makes 
big plays. : 

Woodruff, the team’s best cover man the last several 
years, made a remarkable recovery from major knee 
surgery in ‘86 to start nine games at corner. At 31, he 
doesn’t have great speed but is very instinctive, can play 
bump-and-run and comes up to force the run. If neither he 
nor Hall moves inside, Cornell Gowdy, who started three 
strike games, will get first shot at Shell’s spot. 

Everett stepped in at free safety in midseason and 
gained all-rookie honors. A sure tackler with range and 
good hands (three interceptions), Everett provided the 
Steelers with the first bona fide centerfielder since Mike 
Wagner retired. Solid and muscular, he plays bigger than 
5-9, 180, particularly in run support. He made some rookie 
errors, biting on play action and getting burned over the 
top, but he'll learn. 

Lupe Sanchez is a versatile reserve who will be pushed 
by Gowdy and Larry Griffin, another strike holdover. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
SPECIAL TEAMS After a disastrous season in 


‘86, Noll hired two special teams coaches and the perfor- 
mance improved. The kickoff return coverage went from 
last to second in the league (16.9) in nonstrike games, 
allowing just two returns longer than 30 yards. Kicker 
Gary Anderson had another solid year, hitting 22 of 27 
field goals and getting much better loft on kickoffs, If the 
woeful offense had gotten in range more often, he could 
have challenged for the scoring title. 

While punter Harry Newsome had a respectable 41.8 
gross average, his hang time was poor and his net average 
was 31.5, second lowest in the conference. And While he 
converted to a two-step drop, he still takes too long and 
has had four blocked in two years. John Bruno, who 
kicked for the Steelers in the strike, was re-signed in the 
off-season to challenge Newsome. Woodson, for all: his 


billing as a return man, averaged just 8.4 on punts and 22.3 


on kickoffs. GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
4 


COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION Chuck Noll, who enters his 


20th season as Steelers coach, is the fifth-winningest coach 
in NFL history (178-121-1). His coaching job last year may 
have been his best. Accuse Noll of being hard-headed for 
sticking with Malone if you like, but most observers 
thought Brister wasn‘ (and isn't) ready. And with a quar- 
terback who self-destructed regularly, Noll still managed 
to keep his team in playoff contention. 

Steeler drafts in the last decade have been weak but last 
year the scouting department hit it big with Woodson, 
Hall, Everett, Nickerson, Johnson and maybe Lockett or 
Clinkscales. Noll’s added input may have helped. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.5 


DRAFT This year’s draft was ample at wide receiver 
and running back, two primary Steeler needs. Pittsburgh, 
however, didn’t take a player at either position the first 
day. Figure that out. Instead, they made a reach on an 
unproven defensive lineman, Aaron Jones of Eastern 
Kentucky, in the first round. He’s either the answer at right 
end, or another Keith Gary. Next, they needed a protege 
for Mike Webster so they took centers in the second and 
third rounds. Kentucky’s Dermontti Dawson could be the 
best center prospect in the draft, but may wind up as a 
backup guard this year. 

Receiver? That finally came in round seven with 
Tulane’s Marc Zeno, a good catcher whose (lack of) speed 
labels him a possession receiver. 


1988 DRAFT round number (pick In round; overall sequence): !. (18.18) 
AARON JONES. DE, Eastern Kentucky: 2. (17.44) DERMONTTI DAWSON, 
OG. Kentucky: 3, (16.70) CHUCK LANZA, OC, Notre Dame: 5. (12,121) DARIN 
JORDAN, LB, Northeastern (MA): 5. (19.128) JERRY REESE, NT, Kentucky: 6. 
(18.155) WARREN WILLIAMS, RB, Miami (FL); 7. (17,182) MARC ZENO, 
WR, Tulane; 8. (16,209) MARK NICHOLS, DT, Michigan State; 8. (18.211) 
MIKE HINNANT. TE, Temple: 9. (15.236) GORDON LOCKBAUM. RB, Holy 
Cross; 10. (3.252) JOHN JACKSON, OT, Eastern Kentucky: ! 1. (18.295) BOBBY 
DAWSON. DB. Illinois; 12. (17.322) JAMES EARLE. 1B. Clemson. 


GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 


NAME WT. DATE COLLEGE 
Abercrombie, W. 210 9/26/59 Baylor 
Alston, L. -1 205 7/23/64 So. Miss. 
Anderson, G. 170 7/16/59 Syracuse 
Aydelette, B. 8/19/56 Alabama 
Behning. M. 9/26/61 Nebraska 
Blackledge. T. 2/25/61 Penn St. 
Brister. B. 8/15/62 NE. Louisiana 
Bruno. J. 9/10/64 Penn St. 
Carr, G. 3/31/62 Auburn 
Cole. R. 9/11/55 New Mexico 
Dunn. 6. 8/24/53 Miami (Fla.) 
Erenberg, R. 4117/62 Colgate 
Everett, T. 11/21/64 Baylor 
Gary. K. 9/14/59 Oklahoma 
Gothard, P. 2/23/62 Alabama 
Gowdy, C. 10/2/63 Morgan St. 
Griffin. L. 1/11/63 N. Carolina 
Hall, 0. 1/16/65 Clemson 
Henton, A. 7/27/63 Troy St. 
Hinkle, B. 6/4/59 Oregon 
Ukin, T. 9/23¥57 Indiana St. 
Jackson, E. 12/18/59 Texas A&M 
Johnson, T. 1/29/65 Pena St. 
Lee, D. 3/16/63 Lamar 
Lipps. L. 8/9/62 —S. Mississippi 
Littte. D. 1/3/59 Florida 
Lloyd. 6. §/26/65 Fort Valley St. 
Long. T. 7/21/59 €. Carolina 
Merriweather, M. LB 11/26/60 Pacitic 
Nelson, E. DE/OT 4130/60 Auburn 
Newsome.H. =P 1/25/63 Wake Forest 
Nickerson,H. LB 9/1/65 California 
Pollard, F. RB 6/15/57 Baylor 
Rienstra, J. G 3/22/63 Temple 
Sanchez, L. FS/KR 10/28/61 UCLA 
Stone, D. RB/KR 1/28/64 M. Tenn. St. 
Thompson, W. 3/21/61 Florida St. 
Webster. M. 3/18/52 Wisconsin 
Williams, G. 9/3/63 Auburn 
Willis, K. 7/29/59 Northeastern 
Woliley, C. 5/19/58 Syracuse 
Woodruff, D.  . 2/18/57 Louisville 
Woodson, R. 3/10/65 Purdue 
Young, T. 4/25/65 Arkansas 


£5 


oaBni 
praes 
Bas wnSwnwns? 


= 
NVNOONWOADANWWON ANNO DONYNAONNWWWADNS 


91 
56 
6? 
24 
27 
92 
8 
29 
2 
3 
% 
3 
62 
8B 
78 
4 
is} 
50 
% 
74 
5? 
64 
18 
coe) 
0 
79 
28 
20 
87 
52 
98 
% 
cK) 
49 
26 
60 


Lesson number one 
in the social graces: 
Never be offensive. 


_ How can you separate yourself from 

those barbaric hordes that exude a most 

= malodorous air? With new Right Guard” 

~ Sport Sticks. Anti-perspirant. And deodorant. 

NEW! Gillette _ Replete with major protection. Sleek dome colon 
RIGHT = _ And two new scents, “Fresh” and “Musk.” 

—For who wants to appear unschooled in such a 

- sensitive subject as Personal Hygiene? 


New Right Guard 


Sport Sticks. 
Anything less would be uncivilized. 


Fresh or Musk scent. Anti-Perspirant or Deodorant. 
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1. Denver 

2. Seattle 

3. LA Raiders 
4. Kansas City 
5. San Diego 


1987 FINAL STANDINGS _jongtpixe 
W-L-T 


San Diego 
L.A. Raiders 
Kansas City 


2 Karl Mecklenburg, Denver 


PCT PF PA OW 


100 379 288 7-1 8-3-1 
600 371 314 4 7-5-0 
533 253 317 3 5-7-0 
.333 301 289 2 4-8-0 
.267 273 388 3- 4-8-0 


DENVER 


1987 RECORD: 10-4-1 


The Denver Broncos are coming off the finest back-to- 
back seasons in franchise history. But instead of building 
on that success, they must retool. For as good as the 
Broncos were in 1986-87, they weren't good enough. 

They were good enough to win a combined 25 games 
these past two years. They were good enough to win two 
AFC West crowns and two AFC championships. They 
were good enough to make it to back-to-back Super 
Bowls. But the Broncos weren't good enough to win either 
one of them — becoming the second team ever to lose 
back-to-back Super Bowls. And Denver was hardly com- 
petitive in'those BIG games, falling 39-20 to the New York 
Giants in Super Bowl XXI and 42-10 to the Washington 
Redskins in Super Bowl XXII. 

The AFC is the conference of offensive football and 
finesse. The NFC is the conference of defensive football 
and muscle. The Broncos could beat the Seattle Sea- 
hawks, New England Patriots and Cleveland Browns with 
the John Elway aerial circus, but not the Giants and 
Redskins. Not the heavyweights. 

The Broncos are a small, quick team that could not cope 
with the big, powerful NFC clubs. In addition to losing, 
they took a physical beating in the two Super Bowls. The 
big NFC pass rushers overpowered the smaller Denver 
line and threw Elway around like a wet chamois, sacking 
him a combined nine times on those two Sundays in 
January. The NFC offensive lines also overwhelmed the 
Denver defensive front, with the Giants and Redskins 
rushing for a combined 416 yards in the two Super Bowls. 

The only AFC team to win a Super Bowl in the past 
seven years was the Raiders, who traditionally have 300- 
pound offensive and defensive linemen. Physically, they 
can match up with NFC teams. The Broncos can’t. Suc- 
cinctly, size is the name of the game, and the Broncos are 
going to have to jump on the bandwagon. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END Like everyone else on the Denver 


roster, the wideouts — the “Three Amigos” — are small. 
Vance Johnson is 5-11, 185, Mark Jackson is 5-9, 174 and 
Ricky Nattiel 5-9, 180. But they are faster than they are 
small and very, very dangerous. All three are homerun 
hitters, which makes double coverage a game of Russian 
roulette. 

Johnson is the self-appointed spokesman of the Ami- 
gos. He does the talking and backs it up. He led the 
Broncos last year with 42 catches for 684 yards and seven 
touchdowns. The most physical of the Amigos, Johnson is 
the most willing blocker. He goes inside, is an outstanding 
leaper and makes excellent adjustments in his patterns, 
which is mandatory with a mobile quarterback like Elway. 
He’s a jitterbug-type with the quickest feet of the three- 
some. When defenses play zone against the Broncos, 
Johnson does the best job of the three of finding the soft 
spots. 

Jackson is the possession receiver, the guy who does the 
dirty work in the Denver passing scheme by catching the 
quick slants, short curls and hooks. He’s got the best 
concentration of the three, catches the low ball and hangs 
tough in traffic. Smooth off the line and a fluid runner, 
Jackson is faster (4.4) than he looks. A defender usually 
doesn’t know he’s going until he’s gone. 

Nattiel is potentially the best of the Amigos. He has a 
great burst, is the toughest of the three to jam at the line 
and runs the best go route on the team. He also runs the 
best after the catch. Averaging an AFC runnerup 20.3 
yards per reception, Nattiel did his damage last season 
despite playing as the third receiver and despite playing the 
final seven games with a broken bone in his left hand. 
Mentally and physically, he’s the toughest of the three. 

Tight end Clarence Kay has been earning his money as a 
blocker, but last season emerged as a receiver. Secondaries 
spent so much time concentrating on the three speedy 
Amigos that they often left Kay alone on a linebacker or 
strong safety. He responded by catching a career-high 31 
passes for 440 yards. The Broncos occasionally slip him on 


54 


a deep corner route behind the Amigos, but Kay lacks the 
speed to run that pattern ona regular basis. One of the best 
blocking tight ends in the league, he squares up well and 
has superb balance. 

The Broncos run Orson Mobley in two tight end sets. 
He’s a better receiver than Kay and a huge target at 6-5, 
256. The Broncos try to match him on smaller defensive 
backs and like to run him on flare outs. If defenses allow 
him to run after the catch, it'll take a mine field to bring 
him down. He also goes in motion as a lead blocker in 


SHOCE YaRUAES, GRADE (max. 10): 8.0 
OFFENSIVE LINE The five starters — tackles 


Dave Studdard and Ken Lanier, guards Keith Bishop and 
Stefan Humphries and center Bill Bryan — are small but 
all have good feet and flexibility. Because of their lack of 
size — Lanier is the biggest Bronco up front at only 269 
pounds — they can’t dominate the line of scrimmage. 


They don’t mash people. Their game is slide, recover, ' 


adjust and get.in the way. 

In passing situations, the Denver line sees fewer rushers 
and fewer stunts than any offensive line in the AFC 
because of Elway’s mobility. Defenses generally hold one 
potential rusher back to spy on the Denver quarterback, 
which means the five Denver linemen have to work against 
only four rushers instead of the NFL staple of five. (The 
object of a stunt is to use loop rushes to reach the pocket, 
but there is no guarantee Elway will be waiting at Point A 
—or Point B or Point C for that matter — after the stunts 
unfold.) 

Studdard and Lanier are veterans who have fallen into a 
comfortable groove in pass protection. With Elway back 
there, the name of the game is containment. A bull rush or 
a spin move to the inside is a no-no, because it invites 
Elway to take off around the corner. So down after down 
defenses rush their ends straight upfield to hem Elway in. 
Studdard and Lanier have honed their technique to han- 
dle that particular charge. Studdard lacks punch at the line 
and has limited strength. But he has good footwork, sound 
technique and blocks well in space. He’s an excellent angle 
blocker and is difficult to run around. Studdard is a 
big-time tackle. But he suffered a (left) knee injury in the 
Super Bowland his availability in 1988 remains a question 
mark. Lanier is the best Denver lineman at the point of 
attack. He can drive people off the ball and has good 
hands to lock on the power rushers. But he’s a bit slower 
than Studdard in his set-up and occasionally gets beaten 
by speed. 

Humphries is a good lead blocker and a decent trapper. 
He is very intelligent — he attends medical school in the 
offseason — and quickly weeds out and isolates blitzers. 
He adjusts well in space but has average feet and can be 
overpowered. Bishop is a two-time Pro Bowl selection. He 
may not be a class talent, but he’s a class player. He’s 
tough, strong and aggressive. He'll kick, fight, hold — 
whatever it takes to beat you. He has great leverage and is 
an excellent short trap blocker. In one-on-one blocks he 
escorts his man out of the game. He’s the best pulling 
guard in the AFC West and likes to cut block on the wide 
plays. 

Bryan suffered a knee injury during the strike and 
turned the snapping over to Mike Freeman. Freeman is 
quick with good technique and effort. He uses his hands 
well and has nice chemistry with the guards — but also 
needs the help of the guards. He lacks both the size (256) 
and punch to handle a steady dose of one-on-one block- 
ing. Bryan is even smaller than Freeman but has I! years 
of experience. He knows how to cut corners and compen- 
sate for his deficiencies. He works well in combinations 
with Bishop. He has good leverage, can glue on the nose 
and turn him at the point of attack. 

In their quest for size up front, the Broncos figure to 
start working 280-pounder Dan Remsberg and 270- 
pounders Jim Juriga and Keith Kartz into the line this 


season. 
GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


BRONCO: 


HEAD COACH: BAN REEVES STADIUM: MILE HIGH (76,274) 


a 


Ricky Nattiel 


QUARTERBACK The Broncos spent the week 
before the Super Bow! denying they were a one-man team, 
then spent 60 minutes that Sunday proving it. If John 
Elway is on, they win. If he’s off, they lose. And he was off 
against the Redskins, completing only 14 of 38 passes with 
three interceptions. But that was one of the few off days he 
had inan NFL MVP season. He had four 300-yard games 
and passed for 3,000 yards for the third consecutive year. 
Since becoming the permanent starter in 1984, Elway has 
won more games (44) than any other NFL quarterback. 

The list of Elway’s strengths is endless: arm, legs, com- 
petitiveness, toughness, poise, leadership ability ... But 
what makes the whole package work are his eyes. Elway 
may not read the whole field but he,sees the whole field. 
That’s why Coach Dan Reeves started using the shotgurt 
as Denver's base offense in 1987. Elway can read the 
defense and begin sorting through his considerable op- 
tions the moment the ball touches his hands. In a conven- 
tional dropback offense, he must feel the rush coming. In 
the shotgun, he can see it. He can determine early if he’s 
going to have to drift left, drift right or step up. An Elway 
in motion becomes more dangerous than an Elway in the 
pocket. His ad libs buy time for his receivers, and with the 
quickness and speed of the Amigos, the field grows wider 
and longer for defensive backs. His arm is capable of 
connecting any two points on a !00-yard field. 

But his biggest drawback often is his arm. It’s the 
strongest in football and he knows it, and occasionally he 
tries to force passes into tight quarters downfield. That 
penchant for throwing into coverage leads to interceptions 
and Elway has thrown a bunch (77) in his career. He also 
must learn the value of the safety valve pass — that a 
three-yard gain is better than no gain at all. 


GRADE (max. 10): 9.0 


RUNNING BACKS So desperate are the 
' Broncos for a big-time running attack that they expressed 
offseason interest in 34-year-old Tony Dorsett. Sammy 
Winder is a nice back who fits the offense, but he doesn’t 


give the Broncos anything extra. Even though defenses - 


have had to sit back on their heels because of the presence 
of Elway, Denver did not have a 100-yard rusher in any 
nonstrike game last season and has had only one such 
game in the past two years. 

Winder is a plugger. He’s a tough, strong, slashing, 
tackle-to-tackle runner who doesn’t fumble and doesn’t 
make mistakes. He has excellent balance, great run 


instincts and gets every inch he can. Unfortunately, that 


isn't very much. He can move a pile but his average speed 
limits him to the 4-yard run instead of the 14-yarder. 

Gerald Willhite has the speed — or at least he did until 
suffering a broken leg last October. The club's No. | draft 
pick in 1982, Willhite had proven himself both as a 
receiver and a returner with a team-leading 64 catches in 
1986 and a career 10.7 punt return average. But the Bron- 
cos are waiting for him to establish himself as a running 
back. He’s neither as instinctive nor tough as Winder. 
However, he appeared to be making strides in 1987 until 
he suffered a broken right leg at the end of a 29-yard run 
against the Vikings. If he’s healthy and the Broncos put 
bigger people on the line, Willhite could figure promi- 
nently in 1988. 

The most feared Denver running back is neither Winder 
nor Willhite. It’s Steve Sewell because of his versatility. 
When he was drafted in the first round in 1985, the ques- 
tion revolved around where the Broncos would play him. 
The answer is everywhere. Sewell is a running back by 
trade but has the speed to play wide receiver and the size 
(6-3, 210) to line up tight as an H-back. He can run, catch, 
pass and throw. Sewell’s versatility provides a check and 
balance system for the defense. He commands a top cov- 
erage back wherever he goes, so defenses can't sick a 
linebacker or the strong safety on him when he lines up at 
H-back. A poor man’s Marcus Allen, Denver likes to get 
him the ball on the perimeter and let him go. The Broncos 
also like to motion Sewell, then run him on reverses and 
inside traps. 

Fullback Gene Lang can bounce off bodies at the line to 
keep the play alive and has better speed than Winder, so he 
can occasionally surprise a defense on the flank. 

LATE NOTE: Denver signed Tony Dorsett. 


. GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
DEFENSIVE LINE Last year defensive coordi- 


nator Joe Collier's stunts, twists, tricks and games up front 
to compensate for his line’s lack of size finally ran 
aground. The Broncos ranked 20th in the NFL in run 
defense and 23rd in sacks. In the Super Bowl, the Redskins 
threw power football in the face of that line and rushed for 
a record 280 yards. ; 

Right end Rulon Jones remains the mainstay up front. 
At 260 pounds, he relies on quickness and agility over 
power. He’s the club’s premier pass rusher with 414 sacks 
over the past four years. But he needs spin moves and 
stunts to get to the quarterback, and the bigger tackles can 
tie him up. Because of his great pursuit ability, teams 
prefer to run right at him. 

When Tony Colorito went down with a knee injury in 


training camp, undersized Greg Kragen was left without . 


any help at nose tackle. And the 12-game season took its 
toll on the 245-pounder. Kragen is quick and gives great 
effort, uses his hands well and can diagnose, but he can be 
overwhelmed by even the average sized centers. He needs 
rest in games to rechaige his quickness. A healthy Colorito 
could give the Broncos that luxury. 

Left end Andre Townsend is a young lineman on the 
come. But playing the run end, he needs more lead in his 
britches. At265 pounds, he plays soft at the point of attack 
and is not overpowering as a rusher. Like Jones, he slides 
well and can operate in space. He'll get better with 
experience. 

End Freddie Gilbert plays in the pass rush situations. 
He has ideal size at 275 but even so, he’s a finesse rusher. 
He’s hard to contain and has good instincts, but he needs 
room to operate. He likes to line up wide. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
LINEBACKERS inside linebacker Karl Meck- 


lenburg is a big-time player. At 230, he was another of 
Denver's undersized linemen until his move to linebacker 
in 1984. Mecklenburg, voted to the Pro Bowl each of the 
last three seasons, is very aggressive and strong enough to 
take on linemen. He has good feel, good hands and gets 
good penetration. He’s one of the best inside red doggers 
in the game, as evidenced by his seven sacks last season 
and 354 since his switch to linebacker. He can also drop 
into coverage, as evidenced by his three interceptions in 


1987. Though he has a slow change of direction, Mecklen- 
burg makes up for that with his hustle. He chases down 
plays on the other side of the field. In the past the Broncos 
have lined him up at all of the front seven positions and 
that element of surprise added to his effectiveness. But his 
play tends to drop off a bit when the Broncos keep him in. 
one position, and they did that too often in 1987. 

The Broncos had high hopes for 250-pound inside 
backer Ricky Hunley when they traded a Ist, 3rd and Sth 
round draft pick for him in 1984. But he hasn’t played up 
to his projected Pro Bow! potential. Hunley’s a big hitter 
and makes the plays you expect him to make, but nothing 
beyond that. He has good diagnose, good speed, good 
shed and blockers rarely get a good lick at him — but for 
whatever reason, he doesn't make the plays that win ball 
games. He also tends to overrun the wide plays. : 

Jim Ryan is sthart, steady and tough on the right side 
and an excellent role model for younger players. But he’s: 
also-too small (6-1, 225) and slow. He’s a nine-year vet- 
eran, is tough to fool and knows his way around zone 
coverage. But Jones and Ryan combined provide less than 
500 pounds of run resistance on the right side. He figures 
to be challenged this year by second-year man Michael 
Brooks. Before his senior year at LSU in 1986, the athletic 
Brooks projected as a No. | draft pick. But he suffered an 
early season-ending knee injury and his stock dropped. 
The Broncos were able to claim him inthe third round, but 
he played sparingly and gingerly last year. 

Simon Fletcher on the left side is another of the con- 
verted linemen. He moved to linebacker in 1987 but still 
played like an end, which is to say his finest moments came 
as a pass rusher. He was invisible in coverage. At 240 
pounds, Fletcher is strong at the point of attack, hammers 
the tight end and simply overpowers halfbacks on his red 
dogs. But he’s still learning the position and can be 


ais GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
DEFENSIVE BACKS The Broncos have a 


roster of defensive backs who make better safeties than 
cornerbacks. They lack players with the speed or tech- 
nique for one-on-one coverage. Their best defensive back 
last season was Mike Harden, who started the season at 
right corner but moved to free safety then strotig safety 
because of injuries. He has the brains and technique to 
play corner but lacks the speed to match up on a weekly 
basis with the likes of Jerry Rice, Louis Lipps, Carlos 
Carson, James Lofton and Henry Ellard — all of whom 
appear on this year’s schedule. So he’s been penciled in at 
free safety, replacing Tony Lilly. Lilly has good instincts 
and is a good open field tackler but he’s slow. 

Strong safety Dennis Smith has gone to the Pro Bowl 
twice in his career. But at 30, he's starting to slow down. 
He can still handle tight ends in man coverage but has 
trouble with the smaller, move receivers. He has always hit 
like a linebacker but at 212 pounds, he pays the price. He’s 
missed games in each of the past five seasons, including 
five with a fractured forearm last season. Randy Robbins 
filled in for Smith but like all the other safeties on the 
roster, he’s better against the run than the pass. He does 
give the Broncos a nice safety blitz. 

Cornerback is a disaster area. Mark Haynes was 
embarrassed by the Redskins in the Super Bowl and the 
Broncos shopped him in the offseason. But his Super Bowl 
and high salary restricted his market. Concentration drifts 
affect his play. Plus he lacks the catch-up speed to be 
effective on the press and he isn’t much help in run sup- 
port. Clearly, he left his best days in New York. 

Steve Wilson gave the Broncos a solid nickel back, but 
the switch of Harden to safety forced him into the starting 
lineup at right corner last season. He has good instincts 
and a good feel for the ball but average quickness. Though 
he has trouble lining up against big-time receivers every 
week, Wilson is the best the Broncos have. 

Jeremiah Castille gives the Broncos a veteran corner, 
with quick feet and a quick change of direction. But a, 


mediocre backpedal and ordinary speed get himintrouble - 


in coverage. Despite his size (5-9, 175), he has the tenacity 


po tones aie-cuin, GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 
SPECIAL TEAMS. Rich Karlis has had three 


100-point seasons and has hit a respectable 72.6 percent of 
his career field goals. But he’s streaky. If he misses one 
kick, he’s liable to miss five in a row. If he hits a kick, he’s 
liable to hit 10 in a row. Punter Mike Horan is a lot like 
San Francisco’s Max Runager — he doesn't have an 
overpowering leg but he has a decent get off and hang 
time. He keeps his team out of trouble and is adept at 
pinning teams inside the 20. 

K.C. Clark and Willhite give the Broncos threats of a 
long return on punts. Ken Bell does a workmanlike job on 
kickoffs, not threatening any coast-to-coast jaunts but 


generally getting the Broncos on the other side of the 20. 
GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION The Broncos may have a 


one-mah team, but Reeves may have as much ofan impact 
off the field as Elway has on. Despite his failures in the two 
Super ‘Bowls, Reeves prepares a team and coaches on 
game day as well as anyone in the AFC. The fact that he 
has taken a one-man team to consecutive Super Bowls isa 
tribute to his abilities as a coach. In his seven seasons, 
Reeves has directed the Broncos to five 10-win seasons, 
four playoff berths, three AFC West championships and 
the two AFC titles. But this season he will be without 
offensive coordinator Mike Shanahan, who took over as 
head coach of the Raiders this season. 

Since the arrival of Reeves, the Broncos have always 
done what needs to be done to win. They traded for Elway. 
They traded up in the draft to take Johnson. Although the 
trades haven't worked out to their expectations, the Bron- 
cos made bids to patch weaknesses by trading for Haynes 
and Hunley. There’s every reason to believe owner Patrick 
Bowlen will make the necessary investments to fill holes 


GRADE (max. 10): 8.0 


DRAFT The Broncos went shopping for size on draft 
day and added 260-pound nose tackle Ted Gregory of 
Syracuse with their first pick, 310-pound offensive tackle 
Gerald Perry of Southern with their second pick and 
290-pound center Garry Frank of Mississippi State with 
their sixth pick. All three could step in immediately as’ 
starters in need areas. With the desperate situation in the 
secondary, cornerbacks Kevin Guidry, a third-round pick 
out of LSU, and Corris Ervin, a fifth-round pick from 
Central Florida, figure to get long looks in training camp. 

1888 DRAFT round number (pick In round; overall sequence): 1. (27.26) 
TED GREGORY. NT. Syracuse: 2. (18.45) GERALD PERRY. OT. Southern 
University; 3. (25,79) KEVIN GUIDRY, DB. Louisiana State; 5. (27.136) CORRIS 
ERVIN, DB, Central Florida; 7. (9.174) PAT KELLY, TE, Syracuse; 7. (27.192) 
GARRY FRANK. OG, Mississippi State; 9. (27.248) MEL FARR. FB, UCLA: 10. 


(19,268) CHANNING WILLIAMS, RB. Arizona State, 11. (27,304) RICHARD 
CALVIN, RB, Washington State; 12. (27.332) JOHNNY CARTER, NT, Gram- 


bling State GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 


T.Q.64.0 | 


. DATE COLLEGE 
11/16/64 Boston College 


this year. 


NO. NAME eos. = AT. 
Bell. K. AB 5-10 
Bishop. K. CG 63 3/10/57 Baylor 
Bowyer, W. DE 6-4 9/8/60 Arizona St. 
Brooks, M. LB 6-1 10/2/64 Louisiana St. 
Bryan, B. € 62 6/21/55 Duke 
Bryan, S. OL 6-2 5/6/64 Oklahoma 
Castille, J. cB/S 510 1/15/61 Alabama 
Clark, K. 0B §-10 6/8/64 San Jose St. 
Colorito, T. OE 65 9/8/64 So. Califomia 
Elway, J. 0B 6/28/60 Stanford 
Fletcher, S. DE 2/18/62 Houston 
Freeman, M. G 10/13/61 Arizona 
Gilbert, F. OE 4/8/62 Georgia 
Harden, M. cB 2/16/59 Michigan 
Haynes, M. cB 11/6/58 Colorado 
Horan, M. P 2/1/59 Long Beach St. 
Humphries,S. 6 1/20/62 Michigan 
Hunley, R. LB 11/11/61 Arizona 
Jackson, M. WR 7123/63 Purdue 
Johnsen, V. we 3/13/63 Arizona 
Jones, R. OE 3/25/58 Utah St. 
duriga, J. T 9/12/64 Illincis 
Karlis, A. K 5/23/59 Cincinnati 
Kay. C. TE 7/30/61 Georgia 
Kragen, G. NT 3/4/62 Utah St. 
Kartz, K. T 5/5/63 California 
Kubiak, G. QB 8/15/61 Texas A&M 
Lang, 6. AB 3/15/62 Louisiana St. 
Lanier, K. T 7/8/59 Florida St. 
Gc 9/10/59 UCLA 
$s 2/16/62 Florida 
tB 4/3/61 California 
9/1/60 Minnesota 
3/7/62 Texas 
3/4/63 Salem College 
1/25/66 Florida 
9/1/64 = Mississippi St. 
3/8/61 —S. Carolina 
4/7/62 Abilene Christian 
9/14/62 Arizona 
12/8/58 So. Carolina 
225 «5/18/57 William & Mary 
4/2/63 Oklahoma 
273/59 USC 
11/22/55 Texas 
10/8/62 Mississippi 
5/28/57 Temple 
5/30/59 San Jose St. 
8125/57 Howard 
7/15/59 S. Mississippi 


Mecklenburg, K. DE/LB 
Micho, B. RB/TE 
Mobley, 0. TE 
Nattiel, R. 

Plummer, B. 

Provence, A, 

Remsberg, D. 

Robbins, R. 

Rogers, G. 

Ryan. J. 

Sewell, S. 

Smith, D. 

Studdard, D. 

Townsend, A. 

Watson, S. 

Willhite, G. 

Wilson, S. 

Winder, S, 
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SEATTLE 


1987 RECORD: 9-6 


SEAHAWKS 


HEAD COACH: CHUCK KNOX STADIUM: KINGDOME (64,984) 


Start with the greatest receiver in pro football history. 
Add the No. 5 rated passer of all-time and a three-time Pro 
Bowl running back. Add one of the most intimidating 
defensive backs in the game and a million dollar line- 
backer. Throw in the best home field advantage in foot- 
ball, and what do you get? Disappointment. Again. 

On paper, the Seattle Seahawks match up with any 
team in the NFL. On the field, they also hold their own. 
Two years ago, the Seahawks handed the Super Bowl 
champion New York Giants one of their two losses and 
also drilled the AFC champion Denver Broncos, 41-16. 
But the Seahawks didn’t make the playoffs. Last year they 
beat the NFC runnerup Minnesota Vikings, NFC Central 
champion Chicago Bears and AFC champion Denver 
Broncos — but only qualified for the playoffs as a wild 
card, then lasted just one game. 

The Seahawks felt they were a linebacker away from 
winning their first AFC championship in 1987. So they 
drafted Pitt’s blitz specialist Tony Woods in the first round 
and Stanford’s All-America Dave Wyman in the second 
round. Then through luck of the draw, they landed Okla- 
homa All-American Brian Bosworth in the supplemental 
draft. Plug in that group with Pro Bowl inside backer 
Fredd Young and presto — instant greatness at line- 
backer. Right? Wrong. Woods couldn't beat out journey- 
man outside backers Greg Gaines or Bruce Scholtz, 
Wyman got hurt and Bosworth, although a starter, didn’t 
dominate the NFL like he did the Big Eight. 

The Seahawks have qualified for the playoffs in three of 
the last five seasons, each time as a wild card, and have also 
lost inthe AFC championship game. Now age is setting in, 
Ken Easley is gone and their golden years may have passed 
them by without ever becoming golden. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 


TIGHT END  TheSeahawks start with perhaps the 
best player ever to line up at the position, Steve Largent. 
He became the NFL’s all-time leading receiver last season 
with 752 catches. He caught 58 passes, increasing his NFL 
record number of 50-catch seasons to 10. He extended his 
record number of catches in consecutive games to 152. He 
also went to his seventh Pro Bowl. This season he figures 
to add the NFL’s final two major receiving records to his 
dossier. He has 95 career touchdown receptions, and needs 
five to pass all-time leader Don Hutson. He has 12,041 
yards, and needs 106 to pass all-time leader Charlie Joiner. 

Largent seemingly can play forever. Speed has never 
been his strong suit, so the loss of a step or two over the 
years is hardly noticeable. He is a technician and ranks 
with Raymond Berry as the greatest move receivers in pro 
football history. He gets on a defender quick off the line 
and can turn people. Most receivers sell a fake then get 
into their route. Largent sells two or three fakes before he 
gets down to the business of catching the football. Corner- 
backs who bite on the first move get burned for six points. 
Corners who bite on the second move get burned fora first 
down. Corners who don't bite on any of his moves gener- 
ally find themselves pushing Largent out of bounds at the 
tail end ofa 15-yard out. Slants, hooks, curls, ins and outs 
— Largent runs all routes meticulously and is productive 
from sideline to sideline. He has remarkable concentration 
and excels at catching the low ball. 

On paper, Daryl Turner projects as the perfect comple- 
ment to Largent. He is a true burner with size (6-3, 194) 
and the leaping ability of a basketball player. He has built 
a reputation as a touchdown maker. Of his 101 career 
catches, he’s taken 36 into the end zone. That’s better than 
a touchdown every three catches. But for all his raw 
athletic ability, Turner can do only one thing — go deep. 
He can run by a corner and that’s about it. He doesn't 
block, doesn’t go across the middle and doesn’t run tight 
patterns. He’s a good day, bad day player. He also suffers 
from severe concentration lapses. He drops almost as 
many balls as he catches. So the Seahawks restrict his 
playing time. He generally gets on the field when they 
reach plus territory. Then he'll catch a 46-yard TD pass 


56 


Fredd Young 


—or drop it. His inconsistency cost him his starting job 
last season. 

The Seahawks turned his position over to Ray Butler, 
who washed out with the Indianapolis Colts three years 
ago. But he’s been steady and dependable for the Sea- 
hawks. He’s sure-handed and will block. His game is 
East-West. His catches come on ins and outs. He has 
pretty good speed, but corners play him tight because he’s 
not going to blow past them. He can also jump, but not 
like Turner. However, he makes better adjustments when 
the ball is in the air than Turner. 

Fourth receiver Paul Skansi is quick off the line and can 
find the holes ina zone. A surehanded possession type, he 
won't run away from many defenders. 

Tight end Mike Tice, a college quarterback, knows the 
passing scheme and knows what is expected of him in that 
scheme, But that isn’t very much. Chuck Knox teams 
traditionally have thrown little to the tight ends. He caught 
only 14 passes for 106 yards last season. Though he labors 
getting open, Tice compensates by catching the ball pretty 
well in traffic. Used primarily as a blocker, he can screen 
off defenders and cuts off pursuit, but he has a tendency to 


hold. 
GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


OFFENSIVE LINE Knox teams have always 
been run-oriented. He wants blockers who can slide, wait 
and grab — then let the back pick the hole. It’s a scheme 
built for a cutback runner, and in Curt Warner the Sea- 
hawks have one of the best. The offensive line doesn’t fire 
out and attack, it waits for you then locks on for the ride. 
They work the angles and if defensive linemen don't mir- 


ror the first few steps, they get jumped. Seattle linemen all 
have decent agility and while they don’t knock defensive 
linemen on their backs, they excel at shielding off potential 
tacklers. They go about their job quietly and their strength 
is their cohesiveness as a group. 

Left tackle Ron Mattes is young and weighs 306 
pounds. He could play in the Knox scheme for another 
decade. The best drive blocker up fropt, Mattes is a Con- 
rad Dobler-type who really gets after his man. He has 
sound technique and has good hands in pass protection. 
He’s good on flow plays and can trap. But, like most 300 
pounders, he has problems with speed. Right tackle Mike 
Wilson relies heavily on his 10 years of experience. He’s 
smart and can turn an opponent’s weakness into his 
strength. While he has good balance and is strong at the 
point of attack, he’s no longer a punishing blocker. At 33, 
he’s slowing down. Ex-Buc Ron Heller, a strong run- 
blocker saddled with chronic knee problems, was obtained 
in the offseason and will challenge Wilson at right tackle. 

Right guard Bryan Millard is a Pro Bowler waiting to 
happen. Big for a guard at 284 pounds, he is strong and 
physical. He has a wide blocking base and is excellent 
helmet-to-helmet. His strength is his run blocking. Millard 
takes short, crisp angles on trap blocks. Although he has 
pretty good feet, he lacks speed. He struggles when asked 
to tie up linebackers. Occasionally he'll get beaten on a 
stunt in pass protection. Left guard Edwin Bailey is quick, 
has good feet and is not intimidated by space. He has a 
good rapport with the center, has a good set in pass 
protection and adjusts well to the blitz. But he has trouble 
with a man over his head and is inconsistent. He'll take a 
down — and even a day — off. 

Center Blair Bush is a savvy veteran who orchestrates 
things from the middle. He can slip and fights through 
traffic to get at his man. He has quick feet for a 272 
pounder. But he has a slow set-up and lacks the thunder to 
move out the bigger nose tackles. He has spent time the last 
two seasons on injured reserve, which is a concern to the 
Seahawks. His heir apparent, Grant Feasel, is huge at 6-6, 
280, and competitive. But he lacks body control and has a 
tendency to hold. His inexperience also hurts on stunts. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
QUARTERBACK Figure this one out — Dave 


Krieg is the No. 5-rated passer of all time but the Sea- 
hawks are forever looking to replace him. That’s because 
the Seahawks can’t figure him out. This is a quarterback 
who once threw for 418 yards against Denver (1983) and 
five touchdowns against Detroit (1984). He had back-to- 
back 3,600-yard passing seasons in 1984-85 and back-to- 
back .600 completion percentages in 1986-87. But for all of 
his impressive numbers, Krieg can’t seem to pull the 
trigger in the big game. 

Actually, Krieg’s glowing numbers are more a tribute to 
the Seattle offensive scheme than his own individual skills. 
The best thing you can say about Krieg is that he’s effi- 
cient. The attack is built on high percentage passes off play 
action. When Warner is having a good day, Krieg gener- 
ally has a good day. The fake into the line gives Krieg an 
extra second while the defense is checking off, which gets 
him into his reads quicker. And Knox doesn’t want him 
holding the ball long. If Largent isn’t open, the offense 
calls for Krieg to dump it off to a running back. When 
Krieg stays within the framework of the offense, he’s 
productive. But when he tries to be John Elway, the 
Seattle offense disintegrates. He’s not an ad-libber but 
occasionally he tries to be. He'll hold the ball too long and 
rarely throws it away when the field is covered. He doesn’t 
have a rifle arm, but he is quite effective going deep and 
has a nice touch on safety valves. Jeff Kemp is an accurate, 
solid reliever with leadership abilities. 


GRADE (max. 10):'6.0 
RUNNING BACKS To beat the Seahawks, 


you have to stop Curt Warner. In his five-year career, he’s 
had three 1,000-yard seasons. Shorter seasons prevented 


him from reaching the 1,000-yard mark his other two 
years (missed 1984 with knee injury-and four games last 
season due to strike). : 

Warner has great vision, which makes him the great 
cutback runner that he is. The three-time Pro Bowler 
strings out the defenders on sweeps, then cuts back into the 
teeth of the pursuit. He has good moves in traffic and 
doesn't take many clean shots because of a shifty lower 
body. He turns mediocre plays into big gainers. Warner 
was Seattle’s primiary receiver out of the backfield in his 
first four years, but the Seahawks had a change in philo- 
sophy in 1987. They opted to use Warner's energy almost 
exclusively in the running game, designating John L. Wil- 
liams as a new safety valve receiver. 

Williams is the prototype NFL fullback. He can block, 
catch and run — and that’s the order the Seahawks want 
him to produce. Block for Warner, catch ball-control 
passes and run to keep defenses from stacking on Warner. 
Even though his strength is his blocking, Williams had his 
first career 100-yard rushing game against the Chiefs anda 
117-yard receiving game against the Bears. He pounds it 
up inside and can scoot off tackle. He's considered the best 
pure fullback in the AFC and on many teams, he'd be the 


feature back. GRADE (max. 10): 8.5 
DEFENSIVE LINE The three guys up front, 


ends Jacob Green and Jeff Bryant and nose tackle Joe 
Nash, have Pro Bowl fiber. Nash went to the Pro Bowl in 
1984, Green in 1986-87 and Bryant is overdue for the 
honor. Yet the Seahawks finished 26th against the run and 
fell to 17th in sacks with 37. 

Green, a former No. | pick, is a quick upfield pass 
rusher. He’s averaged better than 10 sacks a year in his 
eight seasons and led the Seahawks with 944 last year. He's 
an excellent one-on-one player, has a quick shed, a good 
change of direction and is seldom off his feet. Against the 
run, he has good pursuit but because of his size (252 
pounds), teams will run at him. He also wears down as the 
season wears on. He's not the player in December that he 
is in September. For that reasori, the Seahawks shopped 
him during the offseason. 

Bryant is the best of the trio. At 272 pounds, he has the 
size and durability that Green lacks. Very strong in the 
upper body, he knows how to use his arms and hands in 
combat. He explodes off the ball and has a good pinch 
move. Even though his strength is run defense, Bryant had 
14/4 sacks in 1984. Like Green, he is seldom off his feet and 
can run down backs on sweeps the other way. 

Nash, a former free agent, has always been an over- 


achiever—and overachievers at this position tend to burn, 


out quick. While he does a decent job of clogging the run, 
Nash is losing more and more battles with bigger, stronger 
interior linemen. He has problems in traffic and can be cut. 
Plus, he doesn’ offer much of a pass rush these days, 
either. His job appears somewhat safe at this stage, how- 
ever, because the Seahawks don't have anyone to chal- 


lenge:himt GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
LINEBACKERS Seattle has a wealth of athletic 


talent at linebacker. Getting the right combination of 

players in the right positions is the task confronting defen- 

sive coordinator Tom Catlin. Last year the Seahawks were 

ae up the middle and didn't make much happen on the 
ank. 

The plan going into training camp this year has four- 
time Pro Bowler Fredd Young moving from the left inside 
to the right outside. Although Brian Bosworth gets most 
of the media attention, Young is the Seahawks’ best defen- 
sive player and one of the NFL's top linebackers. A big- 
play master, he led the team in fumbles forced (5) and 
fumbles recovered (4) last year, finished second in sacks 
with nine, blocked a field goal and returned his one inter- 
ception 50 yards for a touchdown, Young has great reac- 
tions and is very fluid. He avoids blockers and makes his 
money on the move. Although he stays on his feet and can 
deliver a ferocious hit, Young isn’t big enough (230 
pounds) to consistently stuff the inside running game.On 
the weakside flank, hel have more latitude to put his 
explosive quickness to use as a blitzer. 

If Young moves outside, Bosworth will move from the 
right inside spot to the left inside (his college position). Boz 
is going to be a Pro Bowler in the not too distant future. 
After struggling in the early stages last season, then losing 
developmental time because of the strike, Bosworth came 
on in a rush at the end of the year. He was the AFC's 
defensive player of the week on the 14th weekend in the 
road victory over the Bears. Because of his limited expo- 
sure to the pass in the Big Eight, Bosworth has a long way 
to go in coverage. His initial read and react was also 
suspect against more complex schemes than he saw in 
college. But experience will provide a quick cure for those 
woes. On the positive side, he has excellent feet and a great 


burst. He can stuff the one-on-one block and is a punish- 
ing tackler. But he tends to overrate his strength. He tries 
to overrun everyone — and he’s finding that offensive 
linemen are considerably bigger on the Raiders than they 
were at Kansas State. 

Tony Woods, who started games at both of the outside 
spots last season, figures to compete with veteran Bruce 


‘Scholtz for the job on the left outside. Woods can blow by 


blockers and hound quarterbacks. But he needs to read 
and react quicker, avoid getting hung up on blockers and 
work on his open field tackling. Scholtz is a steady strong- 
side run defender. Although he’s a bit on the stiff side, the 
6-6, 245-pounder can diagnose, disengage blockers and 
take care of business in his corner of the fjeld. He doesn't 


_ move very well in reverse and won't make many plays in 


pursuit, however. 

Dave Wyman and Sam Merriman are the best bets to 
fill the inside "backer post alongside Bosworth. Both can 
move and hit, but neither has much experience. Merriman 
has earned his keep as a special teams’ demon. Wyman, 
bothered by a shoulder injury in his rookie season, had 
some trouble catching on to the defensive concept. He 
needs to cut the time between reading and reacting. 

Greg Gaines, the starter the past few seasons on the 
right outside, is an undersized finesse linebacker who 
doesnt make many mistakes. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
DEFENSIVE BACKS The Seahawks appear 


to have a great future at cornerback with recent high draft 
picks Terry Taylor (No. | in 1984) and Patrick Hunter 
(No. 3 in 1986). But the present isn’t as rosy. Taylor is 
entering his fourth year as a starter and Hunter his second. 
They had only one interception apiece last season. Collec- 
tively, the secondary allowed three 300-yard passing 
games by quarterbacks in non-strike games last year. Only 
the Pittsburgh Steelers allowed more. 

Taylor is excellent in man coverage. He’s cocky and has 
good ball reactions. He gave Anthony Carter fits in Seat- 
tle’s victory over the Vikings — and Carter didn't have 
trouble with many defensive backs last season. Taylor can 
press, but he’s small (5-10, 191) and has trouble holding up 
physically. He can be outmuscled. He suffers from concen- 
tration lapses and gets careless. He’s a hitter in pass cover- 
age, but not on run support. Hunter has his ups and 
downs. He lacks a step and has trouble with move receiv- 
ers. You can fool him. He guesses too much-and gets 
beaten on cuts. The top receivers don’t have much of a 
problem with him. Third corner Melvin Jenkins does an 
adequate job in long yardage situations, intercepting three 
passes a year ago. 

The heart and soul of the Seahawks was Ken Easley. He 
was the quintessential impact player and the best defensive 
back in the game from 1983 through 1985. Forced to retire 
because of a degenerative kidney condition, Easley leaves 
some big shoes to fill at strong safety. Paul Moyer, his 
backup the past few years, gives the Seahawks solid run 
support. He hits like a mini-linebacker. While Moyer can 
function in zone coverage, his man coverage leaves the 
Seahawks holding their breath. All in.all, he’s played well 
when he’s filled in for Easley. 

Eugene Robinson is a Gary Barbaro type. He lacks 
great foot speed but still covers a lot of ground and doesnt 
waste any motion. Though he needs work reading the 
quarterback, Robinson does a good job taking away the 
intermediate crossing patterns. He's also physica] and 
makes the big-time hits. With experience, he'll be a good 


eae GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 
SPECIAL TEAMS in Rusty Tillman, the Sea- 


hawks have one of the most innovative special teams 
minds in the business. Seattle has great coverage units and 
generally wins the game of field position. Most teams fear 
fourth downs; the Seahawks welcome them. 

Return specialist Bobby Joe Edmonds went to the Pro 
Bow! in 1986 and though he didn’t return in 1987, he had 
the numbers to. He led the AFC with his 12.6-yard punt 
return average and averaged a respectable 20.9 yards on 
his kickoff returns. When the ball is in his hands, he’s a 
threat to go all the way. : 

Place-kicker Norm Johnson is on-again, off-again. His 
down years are usually traced to a new holder, and he had 
anew holder (Jeff Kemp) last season. Their chemistry was 
adequate, with Johnson hitting 15 of 20 field goal tries 
—but three of his misses came inside 40 yards. He’s moody 
and lets things bother him. When everything is to his 
satisfaction, he’s a Pro Bowl kicker. 

Punter Ruben Rodriguez averaged only 40 yards a kick 
in his rookie season but had a net of 34. He had an AFC 
runnerup 17 punts inside the 20. He has good get-off and 
hang times, but he’s not a distance guy. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.5 


‘ COACHING/ 


ORGANIZATION Knox has the track record of 
a winner. His 139 career victories rank ninthron the all- 
time coaching list and he’s taken 10 of his 15 NFL teams to 
the playoffs. His teams are always fundamentally sound. 
They don't make the killer mistake that loses games. If he 
has talent, he wins. And he has talent in Seattle. 

Knox isn't a big fan of youth movements. When he has 
holes and the market is willing, he likes to fill them with 


"veteran acquisitions (Reggie McKenzie, Bush, Wilson, 


Butler). The Seahawks also traded up in the draft to get 
Warner, and he’s been a franchise player. All in all, the 
Seahawks are a solid organization that does what it takes 


to win. 
GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 


DRAFT The Seahawks did not have a first-round 
draft pick — but managed to land a first-round talent in 
quarterback Kelly Stouffer. The Seahawks sent their No. | 
pick in 1989 and two lesser picks to St. Louis on the eve of 
the draft for the rights to Stouffer, the sixth player taken in 
the 1987 draft whom the Cardinals were unabie to sign. 
Stouffer is a classic dropback passer witha strong arm and 
quick release. He figures to supplant Krieg within the next 
few years. 

With Largent hinting that this might bgvhis last season, 
the Seahawks used their first two picks of the draft on wide 
receivers, taking Brian Blades of Miami in the second 
round and Tommy Kane of Syracuse in the third round. 
They're small, quick mirror images of each other. Roy 
Hart, a sixth-round pick from South Carolina, figures to 
challenge Nash for his starting nose tackle spot. 


1988 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): |. USED IN 
SUP. DRAFT TO PICK BRIAN BOSWORTH: 2. (22.49) BRIAN BLADES. 
WR, Miami (FL); 3. (21.75) TOMMY KANE, WR, Syracuse; 4. (20.101) KEVIN 
HARMON, RB, lowza: 6. (21.158) ROY HART, NT, South Carolina: 7. (20.185) 
RAY JACKSON, DB. Ohio State; 8. (22,215) ROBERT TYLER. TE. South 
Carolina State: 9. (21.242) DEATRICH WISE, NT. Jackson State: 10. (20,269) 
DERWIN JONES, DE. Miami(FL); 11. (7,284) RICK MCLEOD. OT. Washing- 
ton: If. (22.299) DWAYNE HARPER. DB. South Carolina State; 12. (21,326) 
DAVE DES ROCHERS, OT. San Dicgo State. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 


VETERANS ROSTER 


BIATH- NFL ff 
. DATE COLLEGE EXP. 
5/15/59 S. Carolina St. 8 § 
10/1/64 Louisiana St. 2 5 
8/13/57 Montana St. 10 
3/9/65 Oklahoma : 

5/22/60, Clemson 
4/4/65 Middle Tenn. St. 
11/25/56 Washington 
5/16/56 Memphis St. 
6/28/56 USC 

2/9/64 Syracuse 
9/26/64 Arkansas 
7/8/63 Towson St. 
6/28/60 Abilene Christian 
9/3/58 = Auburn 
10/16/58 Tennessee 
1/21/57 Texas A&M 


BoRBRASSHSCRSLRBSEAKSARRi 


NAME 
Bailey. E. 
Barbay. R. 
Borchardt, J. 
Bosworth, B. 
Bryant. J. 
Burse, T. 
Bush. B. 
Butler, K. 
Butler, R. 
Dove. W. 
Edmonds, B.J. 
Eisenhooth, S. 
Feasel, G. 
Franklin, B. 
Gaines, G. 
Green, J. 
Hardy, A. 
Heller, A. 
Hollis, D. 
Hunter, P. 
Jenkins, M4. 
Johnson, N. 
dustin, K. 
Kemp. J. 


11/28/61 St. Maryg 
8/25/62 Penn St. 

7/4165 Nevada-Las Vegas 
10/24/64 Nevada-Reno 
3/16/62 Cincinnati 
5/31/60 UCLA 

5/3/55 Oregon St. 
4711/59 Dartmouth 


= 
NO 


1/6/59 Brigham Young 
9/28/54 Tulsa 

8/8/63 Virginia 
5/5/61 Idaho 
12/2/60 Texas 

6/5/63 Florida 
4122162 Tennessee 
4/3/63 N. Carolina 
7/26/61 Arizona St. 
10/11/60 Boston College 
11/19/59 Winston-Salem St. 
5/28/63 Colgate 

3/3/65 Arizona 
9/26/58 Texas 

11/4/61 Tennessee 
1/11/61 Washington 


Lane, E. 
Largent, S. 
Mattes, A. 
Merriman, S. 
Millard, B. 
Mitz, A. 
Marris, BR. 
Morrison, T. 


a 


dl 


Robinson, E. 
Rodriguez, R. 
Scholtz, 8. ° 
Singer, C. 
Skansi, P. 
Taytor. T. 7/18/61 §. Illinois 
2/2/59 = Maryland 
12/15/61 Michigan St. 
3/18/61 Penn St. 
11/23/64 Florida 
5/28/55 Georgia 
9/11/65 Pittsburgh 
3/31/64 Stantord 
11/14/61 New Mexico St. 


Tice, M. 
Turner, D. 
Warner, C. 
Williams. J.L. 
Wilson, M. 
Woods, T. 
Wyman, 0. 
Young, F. 


= 
UNM =WNADADNYYNSAMWYNANAWAMWOAMHOOUYN WHY ONWOYNRoOwWa wo 


WT. 
276 
260 
272 
248 
272 
220 
272 
239 
206 
270 
186 
300 
260 
183 
222 
252 
233 
280 
175 
185 
170 
198 
185 
201 
Krieg, D. 196 10/20/58 Milton 
201 
184 
6 
232 
264 
273 
200 
195 
201 
257 
296 
186 
220 
242 
279 
183 
19t 
247 
194 
205 
226 
280 
244 
22g 
233 
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LOS ANGELES 


RAIDERS | 


M: L.A. MEMORIAL COLISEUM (92,516) 


1987 RECORD: 


Tom Flores suffered from burnout. So did Al Davis. 
Flores was burned out on coaching. Davis was burned out 
on mediocrity. 

The marriage of the two burnouts led to Flores’ “retire- 
ment” from coaching last Jan. 20 at the age of 50. It wasn’t 
quite five years to the day after he coached the Raiders toa 
Super Bowl win and only three years after he directed 
them to the best record in the AFC at 12-4. But in the last 
two years, Flores didn't “just win, baby.” The Raiders 
slumped to 8-8 in 1986 and 5-10 in 1987, and Davis didn’t 
like the trend. In nonstrike games last year the Raiders 
went 1-4 in the division, 2-4 at home and plodded through 
a five-game losing streak. 

Those failures came despite a defense boasting four past 
Pro Bowlers and an offense featuring a Heisman Trophy 
backfield. So out goes Tom Flores and in comes Mike 
Shanahan, the whiz kid of the Denver coaching staff. At 
35 years of age, Shanahan orchestrated the John Elway 
Show as offensive coordinator of the Broncos. Denver 
won the AFC Championship the last two years, during 
which time the Broncos have gone 4-0 against the Raiders. 
If you can’t beat them, hire them. 

Shanahan’s biggest problem is age — and not his own. 
His youth didn’t bother Davis at all. How could it? Davis 
himself was only 33 when he became the head coach of the 
Raiders in 1963. The age that troubles Shanahan is the age 
of his team. He inherits a veteran roster with 16 players in 
their 30s, including such key contributors as Todd Chris- 
tensen, Mike Haynes, James Lofton, Rod Martin, Matt 
Millen and Jerry Robinson. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END Regardless of the coach — whether 


it’s been Al Davis or John Madden or Tom Flores — and 
regardless of who lines up wide — whether it’s been Art 
Powell or Warren Wells or Cliff Branch — the Raiders 
have always been a big-strike offense. They rely heavily on 
the bomb. That doesn’t figure to change with Shanahan 
on the sidelines and Lofton and Mervyn Fernandez on the 
field. 

Lofton was another celebrated steal by Davis, who 
picked up the seven-time Pro Bowl flanker in 1987 ina fire 
sale at Green Bay. He averaged a conference-leading 21.5 
yards a catch in his AFC debut, catching 41 balls for 880 
yards. Despite his age (32), the smooth and athletic Lofton 
still runs one of the best go routes in football, and he’s a 
master at setting up cornerbacks for patterns later in the 
game. His size (6-3, 190) helps him overmatch cornerbacks 
and escape bumps. While he'll cross the middle he won't 
do it for a living. 

With Dokie Williams moving on to San Francisco ina 
draft day deal, Mervyn Fernandez moves back into the 
wide receiver picture. Fernandez was a can't-miss out of 
the CFL. But like Terry Greer at Cleveland a year before, 
he was not quite ready for the prime-time cornerbacks of 
the NFL last year. His size (6-3, 205) and speed fit the 
Raider mold, and he has all the routes in his repertoire. 
But he’s never had cornerbacks in his shorts before. He’s 
still adjusting to the smaller field and the constant grinding 
with defenders. While he makes good adjustments and is 
capable of the acrobatic catch, Fernandez is methodical 
and predictable. He earns his money outside the hash- 
marks. 

Backup Jessie Hester has the best speed of all the Raider 
wideouts but the worst hands. He’s a glider who has 
trouble with the press, won't catch the short ball and 
doesn’t always hang on to the long one. 

Christensen gives the Raiders the prototype possession 
receiver at tight end. Although he lacks speed, he doesn't 
really need it in the tight quarters he roams. Christensen 
has great hand-eye coordination and is fantastic in traffic. 
His play is never over — you knock him down and he'll get 
up and still make the catch. Even though he is a marked 
man and defenses gear themselves to keep him out of the 
middle, Christensen finds the open spaces. He works off 
the linebackers as well as any tight end in the history of the 
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league. His blocking isn’t much, but his effort to block is. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 


OFFENSIVE LINE AI Davis traditionally asks 


for one thing in his linemen — size. He wants mashers: 
guys who can produce pancakes on drive blocks and form 
a wall of flesh on passing downs to give Raider quarter- 
backs time to heave the long one. Davis doesn’t want guys 
who finesse, he wants guys who finish. That’s why he has 
300-pound tackles, 280-pound guards and 270-pound 
centers. 

Right tackle John Clay, the club’s No. | draft choice in 
1987, fits the Raider mold previously cast by Art Shell and 
Henry Lawrence. At 320 pounds or so, he’s gigantic. He 
has surprisingly good feet, great balance and is the defini- 


Marcus Allen 


tion of atpower player. He has punch and once he locks on 
with his hands, he can drive his man all the way to Sacra- 
mento. On pass protection, he'll sit there, take guys on and 
buy time. Like all Raider linemen, he'll grab on and hold 
until the play is over or an official throws a flag, whichever 
comes first. Though Clay has problems in space and speed 
rushers give him fits, experience will improve him in both 
areas, 

Left tackle Brian Holloway is in his final days. When he 
lost a step, the New England Patriots traded him to the 
Raiders in 1987. He lost another step last season. Hollo- 
way has bad knees but he has a decent change of direction, 
long arms and is still an adequate pass protector. Finesse 
rushers occasionally trouble him, however: Slow off the 
ball, Holloway is far from an overpowering run blocker 
these days. 

Charley Hannah and Bill Lewis both played left guard 

last season. Neither distinguished himself. Hannah is the 
best puller on the Raiders but struggles in-line. He holds a 
lot, loses his balance and is one of the few on the Los 
Angeles front who relies on finesse. Lewis is physical and 
likes to line up against other physical players. He has great 
size at 6-7, 275 but his long legs can be tangled by a good 
speed rusher and he has problems in space. 
The Raiders need to find a spot for Bruce Wilkerson, a 
6-5, 280-pound second-rounder (87) who played all 
over last season. Right guard could be a nice fit. 
Wilkerson has the requisite physical tools and a 
B @\ nasty Raider temperament. When he grasps the 
mental aspects of NFL line play, he figures to be 
a good one. 

The hub of the line and its best player is center 
Don Mosebar. He was drafted as a tackle and 
tried at guard before settling in at center. Not 
quite as quick as Jim Otto and Dave Dalby, 
the two centers who preceded him in Raider 
history, Mosebar has good balance and is big 
enough (6-6, 275) to handle the nose solo, 

When he has the chance to nail a target, he 
nails it. Mosebar is good in space and 
7) excellent on screen passes. 


> GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 
QUARTERBACK Bingo. 


You've reached the weakness of the Raid- 
ers. Marc Wilson has good size (6-6, 205), a 
high 1.Q., a plus arm and the legs to be a 
big-time quarterback. Occasionally he even 
plays like it — in 1986, he passed for 367 yards 
and 346 yards in the two starts against AFC 
champion Denver. But the Raiders lost 
both games. On the down side, Wilson 
lacks charisma, doesn’t find ways'to win 
and the team has little confidence in 
him. In an offense geared to big plays, 
he doesn’t make many big plays. 

Wilson is a better quarterback 
when the running game is click- 
ing. When it’s not, he gets er- 
rant. He’s inconsistent with the 
deep ball and also tends to 
float passes when he’s under 
pressure. The arrival of 
Shanahan could give 


Wilson new life, But the Raiders are going to have to put 
him through the same overhaul process they did with 
Plunkett — unshellshock him and start over. 

The Raiders gave the starting job to Rusty Hilger.at the 
start of last season. He sets up well, has a long arm and zip 
on his passes. But he lacks experience and gets rattled. He 
forces passes into coverage and gives the ball up too easily. 
Vince Evans is a good athlete with an erratic arm. 
LATE NOTE: Wilson was not re-signed. 

GRADE (max. 10): 4.0 


RUNNING BACKS. it’s all here — at least 
from October on, when Bo Jackson leaves the baseball 
Kansas City Royals’ and joins the football Raiders. 
Although the immensely gifted Jackson spends just three 
months a year concentrating on football, the Raiders are 
content to share him — for now. 

Jackson was timed ina4.2 40 as a senior at Auburn. No 
one runs a 4.2, much less a 230-pounder like Jackson. He 
put the whole package on display before a national televi- 
sion audience in a Monday night game in Seattle when he 
rushed for 221 yards and two touchdowns ofi only 18 
carries. He almost ran out of the building on a 91-yard 
touchdown, and he ran over celebrated tough guy Brian 
Bosworth ona 2-yard score. He rushed for 554 yards last 
season and averaged 6.8 yards a carry — almost two full 
yards better than any other starting running back in the 
NEL. Explosive with darting eyes, Jackson sees the hole 
and he’s gone. His meat and potatoes is the pitch sweep, 
but he can also go 80 yards on a draw play. One man isn't 
going to bring him down. 

Marcus Allen is a more complete back than Jackson. 
For that matter, he’s probably the most complete back in 
the NFL. He is a devastating blocker. He doesn't shield 
potential tacklers, he flattens them. He’s also one of the 
greatest receivers out of the backfield in NFL history. He 
led the Raiders with 5] catches last year and had three 
consecutive 60-catch seasons from 1983 to 1985. As a 
runner, Allen has gained 6,151 yards in six seasons. Hecan 
run inside or out. He has great vision and instincts. 
Although he’s never had great speed, Allen has always 
been fast enough. The step he’s lost since his days at 
Southern Cal he makes up for with an excellent change of 
gears and cutting ability. ; 

When Napolean McCallum returns from the Navy, the 
Raiders will add yet another dimension to their running 
game. He’s a slashing, off-tackle runner. 


GRADE (max. 10): 8.5 
DEFENSIVE LINE The defensive line is where 


the Raiders win football games. Week-in and week-out 
last year, they had favorable matchups across the board 
with Howie Long and Sean Jones at end, Bill Pickel at 
nose tackle and Greg Townsend coming off the bench to 
rush the passer. The Raiders finished second in the AFC in 
sacks last season and allowed only one individual 100-yard 
game, a 112-yarder by Pro Bowl running back Curt 
Warner. All wasn't so rosy to Davis & Company, how- 
ever. In the offseason, the Raiders traded Jones to Hous- 
ton fora first-round pick and then used the choice totaba 
young defensive end, Scott Davis of Illinois. 

Long had another Pro Bowl season in 1987 — but by his 
standards it, was an off year. His intensity interrupted by 
the strike, he seemed to lose his focus and finished the 
season with only four sacks. Still, offenses have to play 
games up front to block him. Very strong in the upper 
body, Long comes off the ball on fire, has a terrificarm rip 
and the feet to spin out of blocks. He stands up a drive 


blocker and can single-handedly collapse a pocket. In. 


short, he’s everything you want in a tackle or an end. 

The strike, and an aching back, took their toll on Pickel 
as well in 1987. He finished with only one sack. Like Long, 
he’s had better seasons. Even though he’s tall for a nose at 
6-5, Pickel rarely is off his feet. He stands his ground and if 
blockers don't stay on him, he’s in the backfield. He can 
run down plays from the backside. 

Townsend led the Raiders with 8/4 sacks. He lines up 
wide and explodes into the backfield. When linemen try to 
get their hands on him, he has good swim technique. But 
he’s light at 250 pounds so the Raiders limit his exposure. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 
LINEBACKERS Age has crept up on the line- 


backing corps. Matt Millen is the youngest starter at 30, 
and he’s only a two-down player. Intimidating at the point 
of attack, the 260-pound Millen plows over people to get 
to the ball and takes care of business from tackle-to-tackle. 
He can't chase or defend the pass, though. 

His partner on the inside, Jerry Robinson, is the best of 
the lot and a fine complement to Millen. He's athletic and 
instinctive. An effective player on the move, Robinson 
makes a lot of lateral tackles and covers and blitzes well. 


He gets in trouble when he has to take on blocks instead of 


slipping them, and can get blown out at the point of attack. 


Right outside linebacker Rod Martin has been around 


forever. Once one of the most complete outside line- , 


backers in the game, Martin enters his 12th season in 1988. 
He can still blitz, but not like he used to. He canstill cover, 
but not like he used to. He can still play the run, but not 
like he used to. He can still run, but not like he used to. But 
at 34 he still gives a good account of himself. He has an 


effective punch and shed and can still control the lead 


blocker. 

Left outside linebacker Linden King was released by a 
defense-starved San Diego team in 1986. The Raiders 
signed him to fill the Brad Van Pelt role for a year or two 
until they could get a younger, better player. King is 
limited, contributing power, brains and hustle. The Raid- 
ers don’t use him in coverage and don’t waste his energy on 


. blitzes. He works well in tight spaces and makes the plays 


expected of him. Playing behind Long protects him to a 
degree. 

Reggie McKenzie is the heir apparent on the outside 
and Jamie Kimmel on the inside. They need time, but the 
Raiders may not hdve that luxury this year. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 0h, how the mighty 


have fallen. Not too long ago, when Mike Haynes, Lester 
Hayes and Vann McElroy were all Pro Bowl regulars, the 
Raiders dared you to pass. Now teams dare the Raiders to 
cover. Wide receivers singed the Raiders for an AFC-high 
seven 100-yard games last season. 

Injuries and age ended Lester Hayes’ career with the 
Raiders. Once one of the most feared bump-and-run cor- 
nerbacks in the game, Hayes was beatable in 1986, missed 
1987 and was cut before camp this summer. The Raiders 
acquired Lionel Washington from St. Louis last season to 
step in for him. They liked Washington because he can 
press. He has better catchup speed than he does straight- 
ahead speed, but too often relies on it. He’s an average 
NFL cornerback. Sam Seale is an undersized burner with 
a good change of direction. He can cover man-to-man, but 
receivers can separate on their cuts. He’s not a physical 
player. He tends to grab and gets caught at it. Backup 
corner Ron Fellows struggles in man-to-man coverage 
and lacks catchup speed. As a result, he gives receivers a 
big cushion. If quarterbacks want to throw in front of him, 
they can do it all day. He’s a better-nickel back than 
every-down player. 

For 10 years, Mike Haynes was arguably the best cor- 
nerback in the game. But that was from 1976 td'1985. He 
has lost a step and slipped from great to very good the past 
two years. But his confidence has not slid along with his 
ability. He still challenges receivers and remains one of the 
best bump corners in the NFL. Hecan cover man-to-man 
and doesn't get fooled. Teams tend to throw less at Haynes 
now than when he was on top because — with the demise 
of Hayes — Washington, Fellows and Seale make for 
much easier pickings on the other side. 

McElroy has great range without great speed at free 
safety. He’s a good open field tackler and a tough, punish- 
ing hitter. A good pattern reader, he takes good angles to 
the ball. He’s tough to beat in the deep middle. But some- 
times he plays too aggressively — he tries to play bigger 
and stronger than he is and gets nicked. 

Strong safety Stacey Toran is another tough son-of-a- 
gun. He's no Kenny Easley, but he’s a great run-down 
player —a linebacker ina strong safety’s body. He enjoys 
hitting. Because he’s a little stiff in his coverage and lacks a 
catchup burst the Raiders like to keep him on the tight 
end. Great cornerbacks make Toran and McElroy great 
players. Good cornerbacks make them good players. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 


SPECIAL TEAMS Special teams were once the 
special edge of the Raiders. They had the best punter in the 
game in Ray Guy, one of the best return men in NFL 
history in Greg Pruitt and a place-kicking thumper in 
Chris Bahr. But Bahr is 35 this year and Stan Talley and 
Chris Woods don’t instill the same fear on fourth downs 
that Guy and Pruitt once did. “ 
Bahr was a disappointing !9-of-29 in field goal attempts 
last season, only 3-of-10 from beyond 40 yards. His kick- 
offs are also getting shorter. He still has terrific timing and 
can handle pressure, but his kicks just don't travel very far. 
Talley brought a booming leg from the USFL, where he 
averaged 43 yards a kick in three seasons with the Oakland 
Invaders. But he has a slow get-off and kicks line drives. 
His gross average dropped nearly three yards in his NFL 
debut season, although his net was a respectable 34.6. 
Woods came down with Fernandez from the CFL. He's 
shifty and elusive, but that only got him 7.3 yards per 
return. The Raiders found a place for Vance Mueller’s 


speed on kickoffs, and he averaged a respectable 21.8 
yards. GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 


COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION Forget about Shanahan’s 


lack of head coaching experience. Madden and Flores 
both lacked head coaching experience when they were 
hired by Davis and both won Super Bowls. Davis will give 
Shanahan everything he needs to win. Make no mistake 


about it this is Al Davis’ team and Al Davis’ players. 


Shanahan gust coaches it. When there’s a problem that 
needs to be fixed, Davis fixes it. And there are some 
definite problems that Davis needs to fix on this team. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


DRAFT The Raiders stockpiled first-round draft 
picks and created immediate openings for the selections. 
The Raiders traded defensive end Sean Jones to the Hous- 
ton Oilers for the ninth pick of the first round and sent 
wide receiver Dokie Williams to the San Francisco 49ers 
ina package for the 25th pick of the round. With their own 
pick and sixth overall selection, the Raiders took Heisman 
Trophy winner Tim Brown to replace Williams. With the 
25th pick, the Raiders took defensive end Scott Davis to 
replace Jones. With the ninth pick, the Raiders took cor- 
nerback Terry McDaniel, a 4.3 sprinter fom Tennessee. 
He's also penciled in as a starter. 

In addition to McDaniel, the Raiders drafted defensive 
backs Dennis Price of UCLA in the fifth round and 
Derrick Crudup of Oklahoma in the seventh round. 
They'll get a chance to contribute quickly, as will punter 
Scott Tabor, a ninth-round pick out of Cal. 


1888 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): |. (6.6) TIM 
BROWN. WR. Notre Dame: 1. (9.9) TERENCE MCDANIEL. DB. Tennessee: I. 
(26.25)SCOTT DAVIS, DE. Illinois; 4. (18,90) TIM ROTHER. DT. Nebraska: 5. 
(22,131) DENNIS PRICE, DB, UCLA; 6. (6,143) ER WIN GRABISNA, LB, Case 
Western Reserve; 7. (6.171) DERRICK CRUDUP. DB. Oklahoma: 8. (6.199) 
MICHAEL ALEXANDER, WR, Penn State: 9. (6.227) REGGIE WARE, RB. 
Auburn; 9. (8,229) SCOTT TABOR, P. Catifornia (Berkeley); 10. (6,255) NEWT 
HARRELL. OT, West Texas State: 1. (6.283) DAVE WEBER, QB. Carroll ( WI): 
12. (6,311) GREG KUNKEL, OT, Kentucky. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 


VETERANS ROSTER 
BIRTH- 


. DATE COLLEGE 
8/11/63 E. Carolina * 
3/26/60 USC 
2/3/53 Penn St. 
11/23/60 Texas Southern 
5/5/64 Pittsburgh 
2/10/62 SMU 
8/3/56 Brigham Young 
5/1/64 Missouri 
6/12/57 Southern 
6/14/55 USC 
11/7/58 Missouri 

200 = 12/29/59 San Jose St. 
7/26/55 Alabama 
7/3/59 Nevada-Reno 
7/1/53 Arizona St. 
1/21/63 Florida St. 
5/9/62 Oklahoma St. 
7/25/59 Stantord 
11/30/62 Auburn g 
1/23/61 Louisiana Tech 
3/28/62 Syracuse 
6/28/55 Colorado St. 
7/12/63 Nebraska 
7/5/56 Stanford 
1/6/60 Villanova 
8/25/59 Washington 
4/7/54 Southern Cal. 
10/5/55 Tennessee 
1/13/60 Baylor 
2/8/63 Tennessee 
3/12/58 Penn St. 
9/11/61 Southern Cal. 
5/5/64 Occidental 
9/8/61 Utah 

11/5/59 Rutgers 
12/5/47 Stanford 
4/4/61 Ohio St. 
12/18/56 UCLA 

10/6/62 West. State (Colo.) 
3/22/63 Boston Coltege 
9/5/58 Texas Christian 
5/29/59 UCLA 
6/20/60 Tennessee St. 
10/11/61 Notre Dame 
11/3/61 Texas Christian 
10/21/60 Tulane 
7/2B164 Tennessee 
3/16/62 Southern Methodist 
2/15/57 Brigham Young 
4/8/59 Northern lowa 


NO. NAME POS. 
Adams, S. 
Allen, M. 
Bahr, C. 
Branton, G. 
Buczkowski, B. 
Carter. R. 
Christensen, T. 
Clay. J. 
Davis. J. 
Evans, V. 
Fellows, R. 
Fernandez. M. 
Hannah, C. 
Hawkins, F. 
Haynes, M. 
Hester, J. 
Hilger. R. 
Holloway. B. 
Jackson, B. 
Junkin, T. 
Kimmel, J. 
King, L. 
Lewis, B. 
Lofton, J. 
Long, H. 
Marsh, C. 
Martin, R. 
Marvin. M. 
McElroy. V. 
McKenzie, A. 
Millen, M. 
Mosebar, D. 
Mueller, V. 
Parker, A. 
Picke!, B. 
Plunkett, J. 
Riehm, C. 
Robinson, J. 
Seale, S. 
Strachan, S. 
Talley, S. 
Tautolo, J. 
Taylor, M. 
Toran, S. 
Townsend, G. 
Washington, L. 
Wilkerson, B. 
Willis, M. 
Wilson, M. 
Wright, S. 


aks 


4 
2 
10 
82 
i) 
a 
46 
78 
45 
"1 
21 
86 
a3 
ag 
2 
a 
12 
76 
x 
87 
59 
52 
51 
80 
6 
60 
3 
6 
26 
a 
55 
72 
42 
81 
a 
16 
7 
5? 
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11 HEAD COACH: FRANK GANSZ STADIUM: ARROWHEAD (7: 


The Chiefs have mastered the start and finish of sea- 
sons. But those weeks in between spell agony. 

The Chiefs have won five consecutive season openers, 
the longest such winning streak in the NFL. They’ve also 
won eight consecutive season finales, also the longest such 
streak in the NFL. But take those two weekends off the 
Kansas City schedule and the Chiefs are a disaster. Minus 
the openers and closers, the Chiefs have posted a 24-45 
record in the past five seasons. Over an eight-year stretch, 
they are 40-64. It’s little wonder the Chiefs have made the 
playoffs only once in this decade. Over a longer haul, they 
have made the playoffs only once in 16 years. 

After making the playoffs in 1986 — and firing 
unpopular head coach John Mackovic and replac- 
ing him with popular Frank Gansz — the Chiefs 
sprinted back to the basement of the AFC West 
with a 4-11 record in 1987. That's their 11th 
non-winning season in the 13 years since they 
fired Hank Stram and also their sixth last- 
place finish during that stretch. 

Gansz brought in long-time college coaching 
whiz Homer Smith as offensive coordinator last 
season, and he brought his college offense with 
him. It failed miserably, with the Chiefs scor- 
ing the second fewest points in the AFC. 
Smith returned to college coaching at 
Alabama this year and the Chiefs have 
replaced him with a veteran NFL offen- 
sive mind, George Sefcik, by way of the 
Browns, Bengals and Packers. 

Gansz elevated John Paul Young from 
line coach on Mackovic’s staff to defensive 
coordinator on his staff last year. Young 
scrapped the 3-4 alignment that put Kansas City 
eighth in the NFL in defense in 1986 and replaced it 
with a 4-3 scheme. But that also bombed, with the 
Chiefs plummeting to 27th in defense in 1987. Young 
also has been replaced in 1988, with the Chiefs spending 
a chunk of cash to lure Rod Rust away from the New 
England Patriots. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END There are two Carlos Carsons in the 


Kansas City offense — the one with Bill Kenney at quar- 
terback and the one without. When Kenney is on the 
sidelines, Carson is just another receiver. But when Ken- 
ney is on the field, Carson gobbles up passes and yardage 
like Pac-Man. In the 34 games Todd Blackledge and 
Frank Seurer played quarterback last season, Carson 
caught eight passes for 118 yards and a touchdown. But in 
the 84 games Kenney played quarterback, Carson caught 
47 passes for 926 yards and six TDs. He was the only AFC 
receiver to post a 1,000-yard season in 1987, catching 55 
passes for |,044 yards, and was selected for his second Pro 
Bowl. 

Carson is small (5-11 and 180) and fragile (missing 18 
career games with ankle, knee and leg injuries) and 
although his nickname is “Speedy,” he is no longer the 
burner he was coming out of LSU in 1980. He rarely goes 
across the middle because of his size, but runs some of the 
finest intermediate out patterns in the NFL. If corners 
Start sitting en the outs, Carson can run the go, using his 
quickness and separation to compensate for any loss of 
speed. He likes to get into his pattern from his first step 
because he knows Kenney will give him the first look. If 
he’s bumped, and Carson can be bumped, he must restart 
and that forces Kenney to look elsewhere. 

Elsewhere is usually Stephone Paige. He lacks classic 
wide receiver speed — he runs a 4.58, which is the reason 
he wasn't drafted out of Fresno State in 1983 — but he has 
tremendous courage and shows little regard for his body. 
Few receivers operate better than Paige in the first seven 
yards. He has great initial acceleration and gets into the 
cornerback’s chest, then makes his first cut at full speed. 
His money catch is the quick slant, but he also runs a fine 
post pattern, which explains his productivity. Paige has 
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Dino Hackett 


caught 35 career touchdown passes — six more than 
Carson in three fewer seasons. But Paige has a tendency to 
run loose, inconsistent patterns that throw off the timing 
of passes. 

Henry Marshall served as the Chiefs third receiver in 
1987 and even though he caught a career-low 10 passes, he 
still became the club’s all-time leading receiver with 416. 
But he’s 34 this season and now runs a 4.9. Marshall still 
excels at finding the open areas, but those areas are getting 
closer and closer to the line of scrimmage. 

The Chiefs carried three tight ends in 1987 but released 
two of them, Walt Arnold and Paul Coffman, at the end of 
the year. That leaves Jonathan Hayes, who has the size at 
6-5, 240, but lacks fire as a blocker. Linebackers over- 
power him on sweeps. As a receiver, he is a gangly, long- 
strider who takes a while to get out of first gear and is too 
easily tied up at the line, He also suffers from dropsy. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


OFFENSIVE LINE Left tackle John Alt was the 
big surprise on the line in 1987. A first rounder in 1984, Alt 
was bothered by a disc problem in his lower back in his 
first two years before finally undergoing surgery to correct 
the problem in the-summer of.1986. That kept him out 
most of that season. For the first time in his pro career, he 
reported to training camp in full health in 1987. He 
promptly beat out former USFL standout Irv Eatman for 
the starting left tackle spot and was Kansas City’s best 
lineman before a knee sprain ended his season in early 
December. Despite lining up against the likes of Richard 
Dent, Jeff Bryant and Mark Gastineau, Alt did notallowa 
sack in his nine starts. A healthy Alt has a complete 


package. He has the size at 6-7, 290 to handle the bull 
rushers and has extremely long arms and good feet to set 
up outside for the speed rushers. But he’s not the drive 
blocker his size would indicate. 

Brian Jozwiak also has the size at 6-5, 310 and the 
quickness to play everywhere on the offensive line, but he 
seems to lack the health to play anywhere. The No. | draft 
pick in 1986, he missed a game as a rookie with a strained 
hip, then missed time last season with thumb and knee 
injuries. Jozwiak was drafted as a tackle but has stiff 
hips, which limits his blocking ability in space. 
That necessitated his switch inside last year to 

left guard, where he failed to beat out former 

free agent Rich Baldinger fér the position. 
Jozwiak continues to look better on paper 
than he does on the field. 

Rick Donnalley was Kansas City’s starting 
center and best offensive linemen in 1986, but 
he lost his starting position to Tom Baugh 

midway through the 1987 season and was cut 
this summer. Nose tackles could collapse a 
pocket by depositing him in it. Baugh is 
bigger at 6-3, 274 and stronger. He has 
initial quickness and explosion, but 

he doesn’t overpower a nose tackle. 

He fights standoffs. Baugh lacks 

Donnalley’s experience to make the 

line calls, but he doesn’t need the 

blocking help that Donnalley needed 
from the guards, 

The right side of the line has the two 
high-priced former USFL stars, guard Mark 
Adickes and Eatman. Adickes had a fine 

debut season in 1986, but leveled off in 1987. He’s 
a solid technician with good strength in tight and 

the feet forslide blocks, but he plays tight and still can 
be beaten in space. 

Eatman is huge at 6-7, 293 but plays soft, lacks fire and 
takes too many downs off. He was the dominant lineman 
in the USFL but hasn’t elevated his game to the level of 
NFL competition. Like Alt, he can handle both the power 
and speed rushers, but he tends to overrate his own talent 
and underrate the talent of the guys he’s going against. 

David Lutz alternated with Eatman last season and as 


“ recently as 1985 was the club’s best lineman. But three 


knee injuries in the last four years have Lutz showing body 
wear at a young age. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


QUARTERBACK Bill Kenney, a pure pocket 
passer with no mobility, plays for a team that has always 
longed for a Fred Astaire in its pocket. The Chiefs have 
tried to replace Kenney at various, times over the past 
seven years with Steve Fuller (1981-82), Todd Blackledge 
(1984-87) and Frank Seurer (1987), but each time Kenney 
has survived the challenge. Last season the Chiefs put ina 
college offense heavy on rollouts and bootlegs and gave 
the job to Blackledge. When he failed, they tried to give the 
job to Seurer. But when the Chiefs put together their 
traditional strong finish, Kenney was again the quarter- 
back. His 85.8 rating was his best since his rookie year. 

Kenney’s greatest strength is his mind. He can read 
defenses as well as any quarterback in the game. The 
negatives are he throws an ugly ball — he lacks zip on his 
passes and tight spirals are a rarity —and he tends to force 
passes downfield rather than make the safe, outlet pass to 
a running back. He also has a tendency to give up the ball 
on blind-side hits, fumbling on four of his 22 sacks last 
season. Because he lacks mobility, Kenney tends to take a 
beating over the course of a season. Heading into 1988, the 
Chiefs know he’s probably good for only 12 games. 

But when he is completely healthy, and those Sundays 
are few, Kenney can torch anyone. He single-handedly 
kept the Chiefs in a game against the Bears last season, 
completing 22-of-38 passes for 328 yards and four touch- 
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downs in a 31-28 loss at Chicago in November. 

The club once again hedged its bet on Kenney by 
obtaining Steve DeBerg from Tampa Bay. DeBerg’s 83.5 
rating and2.5 interceptions (best in NFC)last season were 


- personal bests. He has a “smart” arm, reads coverages 


expertly and knows where to go with the ball. He should 
fit in well with the Chiefs’ new quick, timing-route passing 


a GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
RUNNING BACKS African native Christian 


Okoye was supposed to be a two or three year project 


-when the Chiefs took him in the second round of the 1987. 


draft. His blocking and pass catching skills were suspect 


-and his running skill was unrefined. But the Chiefs 


gambled on his 6-1, 253-pound physique and 4.4 speed. 
Good gamble — he rushed for 105 yards in his NFL debut 


‘against the Chargers and also had a 93-yard day against 


the Bears’ No. l-rated run defense. Okoye, who can run 
inside or out, led all rookie NFL rushers with 660 yards. 
But he is still learning how to protect the ball. He fumbled 


four times last season, including two in fourth quarters of 


back-to-back games against Chicago and Pittsburgh that 


cost the Chiefs potential victories. Okoye showed he can 
catch the ball with his 24 receptions, and can occupy as a 


blocker when he gets his body on defenders. But he had 
difficulty picking up blitzers and blocking defenders on the 
move last year. 

For the first two-thirds of the season, the Chiefs ignored 
their halfbacks and made Okoye their primary running 
threat, Defenses were able to zero in on him and beat him 
up pretty good. At various times he was bothered by 
ankle, toe, shoulder and thumb injuries. But from 
Thanksgiving on, the Chiefs refocused their running 
attack on speedy but forgotten halfback Herman Heard, 
and he turned in the three best games of his four-year 
career. The diminutive (5-10, 182) Heard has some zip on 
the corner and is elusive in the open field, but he also hasa 
fumbling rap. 

Paul Palmer became the forgotten man in Gansz’s 
offense. As Kansas City’s No. | draft pick in 1987, Palmer 
— not Okoye — was supposed to have the big impact a 
year ago. In a way he did, leading the AFC in kickoff 


" returns with a 24.3 average, including TD runbacks of 95 


yards against San Diego and 92 against Seattle. But he 
rushed the ball only 24 times from scrimmage for 155 
yards. Palmer has the quick feet and running instincts that 
Okoye lacks, but his inability to block was a constant 
source of irritation for Gansz. So was his nonchalant 


auitide. GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
DEFENSIVE LINE. Young's switch to a 4-3 last 


season was logical. Linebacking was the weakness of the 
Kansas City defense, and the Chiefs could line four former 
No. | draft picks up front — ends Art Still (1978) and 
Mike Bell (1979) and tackles Bill Maas (1984) and Pete 
Koch (1984). Maas gave the Chiefs another Pro Bowl 
season and Bell made a credible comeback from a year in 
prison. But the seemingly ageless Still finally showed signs 
of age and Koch was ineffective inside after his switch 
from end. The overall result? The Chiefs ranked 27th 
against the run and 25th in sacks with 26. 

Maas was the most dominant nose tackle in the game 
before his switch to left tackle last season. Rust plans to 
return to a 3-4 in 1988 and put Maas back in the middle. 
His strength is run defense. He’s a great two-gapper who 
works the center’s head to either side as well as anyone. As 
a pass rusher, Maas had a team-runnerup six sacks last 
season and added two more in the Pro Bowl. He is surly 
and intimidating — and gives the Chiefs security at the 
position for the next five or so years. 

Bell missed the 1986 season because of a federal cocaine 
conviction — and had a lot of time to ponder his life and 
his prioritiés while serving his prison term in Minnesota. 
He returned to the Chiefs in 1987 with renewed dedication 
as a football player. Always a dangerous pass rusher, Bell 
became a solid run defender as well last season. No longer 
did he blindly charge upfield after the quarterback, only to 
watch the halfback scoot under him on a counter play. 
Using his hands and arms more than he ever has in his 
career, Bell stayed home and played the situation. He still 
led the Chiefs in sacks with 6'4.... - : 

Still earned his Pro Bowl reputation as a run defender, 
but teams ran on him last season. Part of the problem was 
that Young’s defense often called for Still to be a stand-up 
end, which nullified his quickness off the ball and gave 
blockers easy access to his knees. Age — Still is 32 anda 
en of 10 seasons — also began taking its inevitable 
toll. 

Leonard Griffin might be ready to step in. At 6-4, 258, 
he has size and power pass rush capabilities. Putting a 
linebacker on both of his shoulders in a 3-4 would take 
pressure off him asa run defender. Koch has a slow get-off 


and plays high, allowing blockers to get into his chest and 
stand him up. His strength is his run defense and he could 
platoon with Griffin for that reason. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


LINEBACKERS Atleast the Milwaukee Braves 
had Spahn AND Sain before they prayed for rain. The 
Chiefs only have Dino Hackett in their starting rotation. 
He's a Jack Lambert clone from his size (6-3, 228) right 
down to his menacing glare. He figured to excel as the 
middle linebacker in the 4-3 scheme because the line could 
keep blockers off him, allowing him to use his 4.44 speed 
to fly to the football. That part worked fine: he had a 
team-leading 103 tackles in 11 games, including five 
double-figure days. The flaw was that the Chiefs lacked 
quality outside linebacking and Hackett took it upon 
himself to try to play sideline to sideline to compensate. He 
overextended himself and too often overran plays. Hack- 
ett has a hard time holding his weight and drops down to 
the low 220’s as the season wears on. So he can’t be taking 


on blockers on every play. He’s also too big a hitter for his , 


size which led to some injury problems last November. 

The Chiefs traded for Jack Del Rio last summer but the 
biggest hit he made all season was on Kansas City scout 
Otis Taylor on the picket line during the NFLPA strike. 
Del Rio had a solid linebacking career at Southern Cal 
and looks the part of an NFL linebacker. But he doesn't 
play like one. Stiff and mechanical, he has average speed 
and little quickness. On the other hand, he doesn’t bust 
many assignments and can make the occasional big play. 

Tim Cofield and Louis Cooper were starters in the 3-4 
alignment in 1986 but benchwarmers in the 4-3 in 1987. 
They both are young and inexperienced and couldn't 
handle all the responsibilities asked of outside backers in 
the 4-3. Cofield is strictly a blitzer and has trouble shed- 
ding blockers. Cooper is adequate against the run, but 
struggles when asked to make coverage drops. Neither one 
is very instinctive. 

Stumpy Aaron Pearson, who figures to play alongside 
Hackett in the middle, is a technically sound linebacker 
who can fill the holes and deliver a blow. He’s not a pass 


defender theuch GRADE (max. 10): 4.0 
DEFENSIVE BACKS Two years ago when it 


intercepted an AFC-leading 31 passes, the secondary was 
the strength of the Chiefs. Last year when it intercepted an 
NFL low 11 passes, the secondary was still the strength of 
the Chiefs. Offenses found they could have success throw- 
ing the ball against the Chiefs by avoiding the defensive 
backfield and attacking the linebackers and underneath 
zones. By not throwing at the defensive backs, the inter- 
ception count came tumbling down. 

Free safety Deron Cherry lacks speed and is not a guy 
the Chiefs want involved in man coverage. But he’s still the 
best free safety in the NFL, as evidenced by his five 
consecutive Pro Bowl selections. Cherry studies more film 
than Steven Spielberg and knows receivers better than 
most quarterbacks. He has quick eyes, great awareness 
and plays the ball well in the air. That’s why he’s the 
league’s top ballhawk. Since 1983, when Cherry became 
the starting free safety, he has intercepted a league-high 33 
passes. 

Strong safety Lloyd Burruss plays more like a line- 
backer than a defensive back. His game is run support, but 
he also has the upper Body strength to handle tight ends 
coming off the line. He sees things better up close than far 
away, which makes him a waste in two-deep zone cover- 
age. He also has trouble staying with running backs in 
coverage. 

Cornerback Albert Lewis made his Pro Bowl debut last 
season and intercepted a pass in Hawaii. He’s the club’s 
best at man coverage because of his great catch-up speed 
and acceleration to the ball. He’s tall (6-2), rangy and 
doesn‘t get rattled. Quarterbacks would rather throw at 
cornerback Kevin Ross on the right side than at Lewis. 
Ross is an inviting challenge at only 5-9. But he has great 
jumping ability, excels at the bump, never gives up ona 
play and punishes receivers after the catch. He plays hurt 
and he plays rough. But he has trouble with the quicker 


receivers his own size. GRADE (max. 10): 8.0 
SPECIAL TEAMS Through no fault of his 


own, Nick Lowery saw his string of consecutive 100-point 
seasons end at four in 1987. He scored 83 points last year 
— and would have come up short of 100 even if he -had 
cashed every one of his scoring opportunities. As it was, he 
was a perfect 26-of-26 on extra points and 19-of-23 on field 
goals. He kicked two 50-yard field goals last season to 
boost his career total to 14, which ranks him second place 
all-time behind Jan Stenerud (17). Lowery is still one of 
the best in the business. 

The Chiefs used two punters last season, Lewis Colbert 


and Kelly Goodburn. Colbert kicks more consistently in 
the 40-yard range, while Goodburn is more capable of the 
spectacular. He'll hit a 60-yarder, then come right back 
with a 35. 

Second-year men Palmer and Michael Clemons give 
the Chiefs capability of a big play on kick and punt returns 


respectively. GRADE (max. 10): 7.5 


COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION In the last 16 years, the 


Chiefs have changed players. coaches, scouts, personnel 
directors, public relations directors, secretaries and jani- 
tors. The only,three constants in the club’s slide from 
power have been owner Lamar Hunt, president Jack 
Steadman and general manager Jim Schaaf. Schaaf was 
given the title of director of football operations last year 
and is the man on the hot seat in 1988. Gansz. who in his 
debut season made some hiring mistakes on his staff and 
personnel mistakes on the field, also will be under the gun 
this year. He still must prove he’s a head coach. 


GRADE (max. 10): 4.0 


DRAFT The Chiefs wanted Nebraska's All-America 
défensive end Neil Smith so badly that they gave Detroit 
their second-round pick — the 29th overall selection of the 
draft — as inducement for switching first-round picks. It 
was the third time in the last 1] years the Chiefs had the 
second pick in the draft and the third time they have taken 
a defensive end. ba 

Wide receivers J.R. Ambrose, a fourth-round pick from 
Mississippi, and Azizuddin Abdur-Ra’oof. a ninth-round 
pick from Maryland, give the Chiefs some much needed ~ 
speed on the flank. The Chiefs are also counting on third- 
round pick Kevin Porter of Auburn to be their nickel 
back. 


1988 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): |. (2.2) 
NEILSMITH, DE, Nebraska: 3. (5.59) KEVIN PORTER, DB, Auburn: 4. (15.96) 
J.R. AMBROSE, WR, Mississippi: 6. (2.139) JAMES SAXON. RB. Sun Jose 
State: 7. (5.170) TROY STEDMAN, [.B, Washburn: 8. (4.197) ALFREDO 
ROBERTS, TE, Miami (FL): 9. (3.224) AZIZUDDIN ABDUR-RA OOF, WR. 
Maryland: 10. (2.251) KENNY GAMBLE. RB, Colgate: 1. (5.282) DANNY 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 


MCMANUS. QB, Florida State. 


VETERANS ROSTER 
BIATH- 

WAME POS. HT. WT. DATE COLLEGE 
Adickes, M. 270 4/22/61 Baylor 

Alt, J. 5/30/62 fowa 
Batdinger. G. 10/4/63 Wake Forest 
Baldinger. R. 12/31/59 Wake Forest 
Baugh. T. 12/1/63 S. Iilinots 
Bell. M. 8/30/57 Colorado St. 
Burruss, L. 10/31/57 Maryland 
Carson, C. 12/28/58 Louisiara St. 

* Cherry. D. 9/12/59 Rutgers 
Gemons. M. 1/15/65 William & Mary 
Cocrott. S. 8/29/61 San Jose St. 
Cofield. T. 5/18/63 Elizabeth City St. 
Colbert, D. 11/16/64 Texas Southern 
Colbert, L. 8/23/63 Auburn 
Cooper. L. 8/5/63 W. Carolina 
DeBerg. S. 1/19/54 San Jose St. 
Oel Rio. J. 4/4163 USC 
Eatman. |. 1/1/61 UCLA 
Fields. J. 8/16/62 Texas 
Goodburn, K. 4/14/62 Emporia St. 
Griffin, L. 9/22/62 Grambling 
Guthrie, K. 8/17/62 Texas A&M 
Hackett, D. 6/28/64 Appalachian St. 
Hayes. J. 8/11/62 lowa 
Heard. H. 11/24/61 S. Colorado 
Jozwiak, B. 6/20/63 W. Virginia 
Kenney, B. 1/20/55 N. Colorado 
Koch. P. 1/23/62 Maryland 
Lewis, A. 10/6/60 Grambling 
Lowery. N. 5/27/56 Dartmouth 
Lutz. 0. 12/30/59 Georgia Tech 
Maas, B. 3/2/62 Pittsburgh 
Marshall. H. 8/9/54 Missouri 
Moriarty. L. 4/24/58 Notre Dame 
Okoye. C. 8/16/61 Azusa Pacitic 
Paige. S. 10/15/61 Fresno St. 
Patmer, P. 10/14/64 Temple 
Parker. R. 1/7/63 Brigham Young 
Pearson, A. 8/22/64 Mississippi St. 
Pearsan. J.C. 8/17/63 Washington 
Ross. K. 1/16/62 Temple 
Seurer, F. 8/16/62 Kansas 
Snipes, A. 1/11/63 West Georgia 
Still, A. 12/5/55 Kentucky 
Taylor, K. 7/22/64 Washington St 
Thomas. C. 11/25/63 Elizabeth City St. 
Tupper. J. 12/26/62 Oklahoma 
Walker, J. 9/12/61 Nebraska-Omaha 
Woodard, R. 1/22/60 Texas 
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SAN DIEGO 


CHARGERS 


1987 RECORD: 8-7 


HEAD COACH: ALAN SAUNDERS STADIUM: JACK MURPHY (60,750) 


The San Diego Chargers retired last March. No, not 49 
guys en masse — but rather the one guy who has been the 
Chargers for the last 15 seasons. Quarterback Dan Fouts, 
the man who put the charge in the Chargers, decided that 
spending 15 years as a punching bag for a couple of 
generations of defensive linemen was enough for any man. 

So for the first time since 1972, the Chargers will not 
have the bigger-than-life presence of Fouts behind center. 
That creates a huge hole in the San Diego offense — a 
43,000-yard hole, Only one quarterback (Fran Tarkenton) 
in NFL history threw more passes for more completions 
and more yards than Fouts, and only three threw for more 
touchdowns. His 3,297 career completions for 43,040 
yards and 254 touchdowns figure to usher Fouts into the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame five years from now. He leaves 
the game with 42 club and seven NFL passing records, 
including his 51 300-yard games and his six 3,000-yard 
seasons. 

His retirement is good news for San Diego’s AFC West 
rivals. But it’s very bad news for the Chargers, who built 
their offense around his skills and now find themselves 
without a passer remotely close to his ability. Two years 
after the departure of Head Coach Don Coryell, Air 
Coryell finally appears dead. 

The Chargers shopped for a veteran trigger in the off- 
season and even made inquiries with San Francisco about 
the availability of Joe Montana. What they wound up 
with is Mark Malone, public enemy No. | in Pittsburgh 
for the past few seasons. He’s a far cry from Montana or 
vintage Fouts, and will bring the San Diegans back to 
earth quickly. Hel also make an honest man of coach Al 
Saunders. While Saunders made noises last year about a 
heavier reliance on his running game, it never happened. 
The Chargers finished eighth in the NFL in passing and 
27th in rushing. Again Saunders is talking about a more 
balanced attack in 1988 — but he has no other choice this 
season. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHTEND The Chargers collect tight ends likea 


philatelist collects stamps. They have two former No. | 
draft picks in Kellen Winslow and Rod Bernstine, plus 
Eric Sievers, a middle-round pick who has had 40-catch 
seasons in the NFL. This position has been so deep, the 
Chargers were able to let good-hands Pete Holohan go to 
the Rams in a trade. 

Winslow was on his way to becoming the most produc- 
tive tight end in the game’s history when, at the age of 27, 
he suffered a knee injury that nearly ended his career in 
1984. In the four seasons leading up to the injury, Winslow 
had three 80-catch, 1 ,000-yard seasons and led the NFL in 
receiving twice. The (1982) strike held his numbers down 
the other season. But the injury robbed him of his great- 
ness. Since rehabilitating his left knee and returning mid- 
way through the 1985 season, Winslow has been merely 
very good. Once a feared deep threat, he now loses the foot 
races with safeties he once won. Still, Winslow caught a 
team runner-up 64 passes in 1986 and a team-leading 53 
passes in 1987. That was good enough to send him back to 
his fifth Pro Bowl. But he only scored eight touchdowns 
the past two years and his longest catch has been just 30 
yards. He’s a big (6-6, 250), productive target who has the 
muscle and glide to find openings in zones, but he no 
longer has that great burst upfield after the catch. Though 
not a power blocker, Winslow has developed into a good 
position blocker. 

Bernstine is a clone of the pre-injury Winslow. He isn't 
quite as big at 6-3, 235, but he has better speed and is just as 
dangerous after the catch. The Chargers like to motion 
him and isolate him on strong safeties who can’t outmuscle 
him. Like Winslow, he can line up wide. He specializes in 
the intermediate flanks. His blocking lacks polish and he 
has problems when a linebacker steps up on the line for 
hand-to-hand combat. But he’s big enough to occupy. 

Sievers had back-to-back 40-catch seasons in 1984-85, 
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Kellen Winslow 


runs good routes but tries to avoid the linebackers rather 
than play body games with them. He’s a technician as a 
blocker and can handle the linebacker at the point of 
attack. 

Just as the Chargers have stockpiled tight ends, they 
have let their wide receiver pool dwindle. Wes Chandler, a 
10-year veteran, is still the No. | downfield threat. But he 
doesn’t operate as far downfield as he once did. He has lost 
a step and some explosiveness. But he’s cagey, still runs 
precise routes and operates adeptly outside the hash marks 
on outs and comebacks. 

Converted running back Lionel James is a big-play 
maker. He gives the Chargers speed on the flank, and relies 
heavily on movement because of his lack of size (5-6, 170). 
James has dependable hands on quick slants and gives 
cornerbacks fits on the press. He’s clever and can make 
tacklers miss. Because of that, the Chargers like to run him 
on reverses and in their option package. He’s also a tough 
little number — as Bo Jackson’s blocking back at Auburn, 
he had to be. 

Backup receivers Timmie Ware and Jamie Holland 
contribute more on special teams than on passing downs. 
They caught only eight passes between them last season. 
Holland is a burner and Ware a pattern runner. 

LATE NOTE: Chandler was traded to San Francisco for 


center Fred Quillan. GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 


OFFENSIVE LINE Over the past decade, young 
offensive linemen drafted by San Diego had to take a 
crash course in pass protection because that’s all they 
figured to do for the Chargers. For most, that meant 
putting a strength honed in college — run blocking — on 
the back burner. The shift in emphasis this season to the 
run will allow two of San Diego’s most prominent line- 
men, left tackle Jim Lachey and left guard James 
FitzPatrick, to play back to their strengths. Each 
learned his trade at a traditional college rushing 
power, Lachey at Ohio State and FitzPatrick at 
Southern Cal. 

Lachey, a No. I draft pick in 1985, is one of the best 
young tackles in the NFL. A complete lineman, he 
was voted to the Pro Bowl in 1987. Lachey has a quick 
set On pass protection and uses his hands well. He 
outpositions pass rushers and at 6-6, 284, poses a 
sizable roadblock to the pocket. His drive-blocking 

skills have been in remission in San Diego; he doesn't 

blow people off the ball. A serious team commitment to 
the run could remedy that. 

FitzPatrick, a No. | pick in 1986, is a behemoth of a 
guard at 6-8, 300. He overwhelms defensive linemen with 
his size, sets up well and makes good use of his hands and 
arms. But he’s stationary. He has poor footwork, struggles 
in space and has a problem with second moves by rushers. 

Center Don Macek has savvy. He tries to steer the nose 
and let the defender’s own momentum take him out of the 
play. He’s a scrapper, but at 34 years of age he’s slowing 
down. Macek still excels at combination blocks and can 
win the little games up front with defenders. He has chem- 
istry with Dennis McKnight, a throwback in time at right 
guard. McKnight is an updated Fuzzy Thurston. He's 
tenacious and quick, has a good set, firms up well and 
keeps his balance. He can use his hands and is probably 
the most underrated lineman on the Chargers. He’s tough, 
mean and wild. Games with McKnight don’t last 60 min- 
utes — they last 15 rounds. 

Right tackle Gary Kowalski has a good hand punch and 
arm strength, but he has trouble with a sudden change of 
direction. He has slow feet, which makes it difficult for 
him to step out on the good speed rushers. But he’s a 
masher straight ahead. Young Broderick Thompson 
could push Kowalski. He isn’t all that nifty, but it’s an 
expedition getting around him. 

Sam Claphan and Curtis Rouse give the Chargers over 
600 pounds of slow backups. 

GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 


QUARTERBACK Mark Malone is the quar- 
terback of the moment; Mark Vlasic is the quarterback of 
the future. Malone has always looked the part of an NFL 
signal-caller — big, strong, athletic. He has a power arm 
and good wheels. He’s bright, too. As a passer, however, 
he’s the antithesis of Fouts. He doesn’t read defenses 
quickly, get rid of the ball quickly or adjust quickly. 
Despite eight seasons in the league, Malone is still more 
thrower than pitcher. Last year his quarterback rating 
(46.7) was the lowest among NFL starters. Maybe a new 
system and new offensive coordinator, Jerry Rhome, can 
reverse his fortunes. 

Vlasic not only lacks experience as an NFL quarter- 
back, he lacks experience as a quarterback anywhere. He 
didn’t start for lowa until his senior year, and he missed 
three games that season with a shoulder injury. Last year 
he threw just six passes for the Chargers. Albeit raw, 
Vlasic has a quick setup and a good arm. He can also 
evade a rush, though he’s no running threat. 


GRADE (max. 10): 3.0 
RUNNING BACKS. ifthe Chargers do indeed 


commit to a running game, they have enough pieces to 
make it go. Foremost is Gary Anderson, who is as explo- 
sive as he is versatile. In his NFL career, he has had 
100-yard rushing days, 100-yard receiving days and a 


Super Bowl | thru XXII 


Toast the Super Bowl Champions with this hand- 7 
some 20 oz. Ceramic Tankard featuring the full color © 
logo on the front. The back has the scores of the entire 
season and opponents. Rim: SUPER BOWL CHAM- 
PIONS. Each Tankard is richly banded in 22K gold 

and fired at extremely high temperatures for Color- 

brite brilliance, permanency and strength, 


Complete set of all22— $310.00 $ 1 7 00 - 


Super Bowl XXill Steins available two weeks after game 


SB-1— Packers  $B-Vill— Dolphins SB-XV — Raiders 
SB-Il — Packers | SB-IX — Steelers SB-XVI — 49ers 
SB-Ill — Jets SB-X — Steelers  SB-XVII—Redskins 
SB-IV — Chiefs SB-XI — Raiders  SB-XVill — Raiders 
SB-V — Colts SB-XIl — Cowboys SB-XIX — 49ers 
SB-VI — Cowboys SB-XiIl — Steelers SB-XX — Bears 
$B-Vil — Dolphins SB-XIV — Steelers SB-XXI — Giants 
SB-XXII — Redskins SB-XXIIl — ? 


OFFICIALLY LICENSED JACKETS 


Leather Sleeve Jacket Same as the Pro's wear 


DeLONG 
SPORTS- 
WEAR 


ALL 
NFL 
TEAMS 


ea. 
$175.0 
24 02. wool melton body. Leather sleeves. 
Large chenille patch on front and back. 
Left shoulder has commemorative patch. 
A quality item! No refunds or returns on 
jackets as they are all custom made. All 
NFL teams available. Sizes: 32-34-36-38- 
4042-44-46. Sizes: 48-50, add 20%. 52-54. 
add 3%, 56-58, add 40%; 60 add 60%. 


NFL TEAM 
WALL PLAQUE 


The beautifully finished wall plaque is 
solid North American Pine, with smooth 
beveled edges. Your team's helmet is 
reproduced in its actual colors, along 
with the team name. 

Size: 10%" x 13° 5] 5,00,,. 
Set of all NFL teams $375.00 

(Most MLBB teams available) 


49ers #99,95 


Adult Sizes: 
S-M-L-XL 
Call for availability! 


COW BOYS 


SUPER BOWL PINS 


Buy your favorite 


A Great Collectors Item. A Superbowl Pins 


Complete Set of all 22 Super Bowl individually at 
pins in a glass display frame. $ 00 
$210.00 for set  *By Peter David 1 0. ea, 


TEAM COLLECTOR PINS complete set of 28 NFL pins 
mounted on velvet and framed. $150.00 (not illustrated) 
You can buy pins individually at $5.00 ea. 


HELMET PLAQUE 


Authentic Riddell Helmet cut 
in half and mounted ona piece 
of oak. Nice item! 


Address 
City State Zip 


Phone 
Payment © Check O Money Order 


Exp. Date [T] = [TT] Signature. 


‘je: Officially 
ya Licensed 


PRO HELMETS 
By Riddel 
The Helmet of the Pro's. 
Official Riddell Professional 
Helmet. The same helmet 
the Pro's wear. *We cannot 


guarantee a certain size or 
mask. A great collectors item. 


$175.%u. 


The best price! All teams available. 
Helmet Phone . . . $250.00 ea. 
Helmet Lamp . . . $200.00 ea. 


by Rewkings peas 


ATHLETIC 


Sand-Knit 


GIFT HEADQUARTERS 


NFL 20 oz. Ceramic Stein. 
Full color logo banded in 22KT Gold $s] 5 
Set of all 28 teams $350.00 


NFL 12 oz. 


Ceramic Coffee Cup. 
Full color logo banded in 22KT Gold $] 0 
Set of all 28 teams $220.00 


NFL 3 oz. Shot Glass 


Set of all 28 teams $90.00 


00 


00 


$4.0 


NFL #1000 The Top of the Line. the 
Pro NFL Coaches Cap is 100% Wool, double stretched, 
with NFL city and team name. Direct embroidered 


logo in full color. One size fits all 


(All teams available) 


Redskins Coaching Staff Hat $15... 


NFL T-SHIRTS 


Shirts are poly/cot- 
ton blend. All 28 
teams are available. 


S12.00 
Adult Sizes 
S-M-L-XL 
XXL - $15.00 


THE JERSEY 
OF THE PRO'S 


Full color pro-cut, short 
sleeve, tapered body. In 
full color with player's 
number — we do offer both 
dark & white for most teams. 
Call to verity. 

Adult sizes: S-M-L-XL. 
“Names listed below are not 
on back of Jerseys. They are 
listed so you can identify the 

players. *Any special requests, 
please call for assistance as we 
can do special numbers. 


564.95... 


by 


*We do offer names sewn onto back of Jersey 
at an additional cost of $20.00. 


Redskins - 
Redskins - 
Redskins - 
Cowboys - 
Cowboys - 
Cowboys - 
Cowboys - 
Cardinals - 15 Lomax 
Cardinals - 81 Green 
Eagles - 12 Cunningham 
Eagles - 82 Quick 
Giants - 11 Simms 
Giants - 20 Morris 
Giants - 53 Carson 
Giants - 56 Taylor 
Giants - 89 Bavaro 

Bills - 12 Kelly 

Patriots - 11 Eason 
Patriots - 32 C. James 
Patriots - 56 Tippett 
Patriots - 80 Fryar 

Colts - 29 Dickerson 


24 Bryant 
81 Monk 
11D. White 
M4 Walker 
40 Bates 
54 R. While 


7 Theismann Bears - 9 McMahon 
Bears - 34 Payton 
Bears - 45 Fencik 
Bears - 50 Singletary 
Bears - 95 Dent 
49ers - 16 Montana 
49ers - 42 Lott 
49ers - 80 Rice 
49ers - 87 Clark 
Rams - 11 Everett 
Rams - 21 Cromwell 
Vikings - 9 Kramer 
Vikings - 81 Carter 
Lions - 16 Long 
Saints - 36 Mayes 
Saints - 3 Hebert 
Packers - 16 Wright 
Jets - 7 O'Brien 

Jets - 88 Toon 

Jets - 99 Gastineau 
Chargers - 14 Fouts 
Chargers - 80 Winslow Bucs - 14 Testaverde 


Steelers - 12 Bradshaw 
Steelers - 58 Lambert 
Steelers - 82 Stallworth 
Steelers - 83 Lipps 
Browns - 19 Kosar 
Browns - 34 Mack 
Browns - 44 Byner 
Browns - 82 Newsome 
Bengals - 7 Esiason 
Bengals - 80 Collinsworth 
Oilers - 1 Moon 
Raiders - 25 Biletnikof! 
Raiders - 32 Allen 
Raiders - 75 Long 
Seahawks - 28 Warner 
Seahawks - 44 Bosworth 
Seahawks - 80 Largent 
Broncos - 7 Elway 
Dolphins - 13 Marino 
Dolphins - 83 Clayton 
Dolphins - 85 Duper 


“No refunds on special lettered or ordered items* 


N.J. Sales Tax 6% (Stoo ae | 
Canadian Orders Add 20% [$ —s__| 


Tax Must 


Delvery Charge i 


Be Added | TOTAL AMOUNT $ 


SEND $3°° 


Postage Schedule Up to $16.00 add $3.95 
$16.01 to $40.00 add $5.95 
Over $40.00 add $7.95 


O Visa O MasterCard O Am. Ex, 


FOR FULL C 
SPORTS CA 


Minimum VISA or M.C. orders — $15.00 
4-6 weeks delivery on checks. 


*NFL ITEMS* 
en rae Sweatshirt - $24.95 ea. 
- Sweat Pants - $24.95 ea. 
*Combo - Sweatshirt/ 
Sweat Pants - $42.00 ea 
(Must be same team) 
Golf Shirt - $26.95 ea. 
Sweater - $34.95 ea. 
Workout Shorts - $15.00 ea. 
*Boxer Shorts - $14.95 ea. 
Adult sizes: S-M-L-XL 
*Boxer Shorts - M-L-XL only 


The above are only available for the following teams: 
Bears © Browns © Cowboys © Eagles © Broncos e Packers 
Rams e Saints Raiders © Dolphins © Vikings © Patriots 


Giants ¢ Steelers Redskins © 49ers © Seahawks 


NFL CARICATURE T-SHIRTS °13.°%ea. 


Adult sizes: S-M-L-XL 3 or more . . . $11.00 each 


A) J. McMahon M) Cowboys T.0. Club Y) Three Amigos 
8) W. Payton N) E. Dickerson Z) Jets'T.D. Club 
C) Bears T.D. Club - 0) Redskins T.D. Club 

D) Bears Sack Club P) M. Bavaro 

E) H. Long Q) P. Simms 

F) M. Allen R) L. Taylor 

G) J. Montana S) Carl Banks 

H) 49ers T.0. Club =‘ T) Giants Sack Club 

|) B. Kosar U) Steve Largent 

J) Browns T.0. Club V) B. Bosworth 

K) V. Testaverde W) DO. Marino 

L) H. Walker X) J. Elway 


SUPER BOWL XXII CHAMP ITEMS 


*All below items are Redskin Champ Items* 


A. Hat - $13.00 ea. 
B. Pennant - $4.00 
C. Bumper Sticker - $3.00 
D. Button - $4.00 ea. 
E. Can Handler - $5.00 ea 
F. Golf Shirt (S-M-L-XL) - $24.95 ea 
G. Sweater (S-M-L-XL) - $34.95 ea 
H. Sweatshirt (S-M-L-XL) - $24.95 ea 
|. Complete set of all 22 

Super Bowl Buttons - $44.95 set 
J. Christmas Ball - $6.00 ea. 


WEAR A PIECE OF 
SUPER BOWL HISTORY 


Adult Sizes: S-M-L-XL .. $12.00 
.... $15.00 
Available for SB XVI - 49ers 
XVII - Redskins; XVIII - Raiders; 
XIX - 49ers; XX - Bears: 
XXI - Giants; XXII - Redskins: 
XXIll - 2 wks, aller game 


SUPER BOWL PROGRAMS 


A) SB XXII $7.00 ea. D) SB XIX $10.00 ea. G) SB XV $18.00 ea 
B) SB XX! $8.00 ea. E) SB XVII $12.00 ea. H) “SB XXIII available two 


C) SBXX $9.00 ea. F) SB XVII $14.00 ea. weeks after game. $6.00 ea. 


1988 NFL YEARBOOKS 
Not Available Until September. Set of all 14 $90.00 
Raiders - $7.00 Jets - $7.00 Packers - $7.00 
49ers - $7.00 Bears - $7.00 Colts - $7.00 
Patriots - $7.00 Browns - $7.00 Redskins - $7.00 
Seahawks - $7.00 Broncos - $7.00 Rams - $7.00 
Chargers - $7.00 Saints - $7.00 *Call for additions 
NFL NOVELTY ITEMS 


A, PENNANT . $3.00 ea. D. BUMPER STICKER . $3.00 

set of all 28 teams $60.00 set of all 28 teams $60.00 
B. WRISTBANDS . $4.00 ea —. CHRISTMAS BALL - $6.00 
C. 7° HUDDLE .. $19.95 ea set of all 28 teams $140.00 


Canadian orders must add shipping plus 20% to total 


order—NoCOD'v& Jo JET 
= 
———— 
ll 
Ss 


U.S. Currency only 
PORTS 
ENTERPRISES, inc. 


P.O. Box 103 PPPF 
Titusville, NJ 08560 


All prices are in 
effect through 
Dec. 31, 1988. 


98-yard kickoff return for a touchdown. When he touches 
the ball, hearts stop on the sidelines. He is fast and shifty 
with quick feet. The Chargers like to get him on the flank, 
either by running him on sweeps or throwing him flares, 
where he can switch on his great open field running skills. 
But he’s a lean 181 pounds and can’t carry the football 25 
times a game week after week. His workload has to be 
closely monitored. 

His backup at halfback, Curtis Adams, can carry the 
ball 25 times a game. He led the Chargers in both rushes 
(90) and yards (343) last season. He is like Denver's 
Sammy Winder — quick with power and a burst, but he’s 
not going to rip off many 30-yard runs. Also, Adams is 
only productive when the ball is under his arm. He’s not 
much of a blocker and a below average receiver. 

Starting fullback Tim Spencer is adequate across the 
board but doesn't excel at anything. A tough back who 
can move a pile, he runs tackle-to-tackle and can get into 
the end zone down on the goal line. But like Adams, 
Spencer doesn't stray very far downfield before he’s 
tackled. His longest run in. 73 carries last season was 16 
yards. 

His backup, Barry Redden, is the mystery man. When 
he was Eric Dickerson’s caddy at Los Angeles, football 
people said he could start just about anywhere else in the 
league. A former No. I draft pick (1982), Redden has size 
(5-10, 205) and speed. But when the Chargers acquired 
him in a trade in 1987 and gave him his long-awaited shot, 

. hedidn't make it happen. He didn’t even contribute off the 
bench, rushing only || times all season. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 


DEFENSIVE LINE InLee Williams and Leslie 


O’Neal, the Chargers can claim the best young set of ends - 


in the AFC. At least they can ifO"Neal makes a successful 
return to his 1986 form from knee surgery. He missed all of 
last season while rehabilitating. 

Asa rookie in 1986, O'Neal took speed rushing to new 
heights, posting 12'4 sacks in 12!4 games before tearing up 
his left knee. Even though he missed the final three games, 
O'Neal still finished fifth in the AFC in sacks and was 
named the NFL's Defensive Rookie of the Year by the 
Associated Press. Williams, then in his third year, also had 
15 sacks that season as the Chargers set a team record with 
62 sacks, O'Neal played predominantly on the right side, 
but the Chargers moved him around and sometimes used 
him as a standup linebacker. Light (255 pounds) and soft 
at the point of attack, O’Neal treads water against the run. 
His great quickness enables him to shed blockers but he 
can‘ stuffthem. He'll benefit this season from having Chip 
Banks lining up behind him. 

: Williams is a more complete player than O’Neal at this 

stage because of his experience. He’s athletic and has an 
explosive upfield burst. At 263 pounds, he stands in better 
against the run than O'Neal but can still be moved out. 
Though he occasionally idles on run downs, Williams 
operates at full power on passing downs. He has led the 
Chargers in sacks three straight years, collecting 314 sacks 
during that stretch. : 

The Chargers also have depth at end. Joe Phillips 
stepped into the lineup for O'Neal last season and led all 
down linemen with 53 tackles. Terry Unrein and Karl 
Wilson are recent third-rounders still in the developmental 
stage. Unrein is strong but plays high and soft. Wilson is 
fast, but makes slow adjustments and doesn't play through 
the blocker. 

The Chargers stumbled on a productive player during 


the strike in Les Miller, He gives them ballast (6-7, 285) _ 


against the inside run. Although he made only 21 tackles 
last season, Miller had three sacks and two fumble recov- 
eries, including one for a touchdown, 

There’ is also bulk in the middle of the line in Mike 
Charles, who was cut by the Dolphins last season because 
he couldn’t control his weight. Charles is listed at 287 but 
plays well above 300. While he can dominate at the point 
of attack, he’s vulnerable to the cut block. He also takes 
downs off. Starting nose tackle Chuck Ehin is smaller, 
quicker and smoother than Charles and gives a more 
-consistent effort. He makes plays side-to-side but is not as 
effective straight on. 

Keith Browner, an undermotivated bust at linebacker 
for the Buccaneers, 49ers and Raiders, will be tried down 
as a pass-rush specialist. The Chargers envision a Chris 


Doleman type. 
GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
_LINEBACKERS (The Chargers have a Pro 


Bowler and a potential Pro Bowler on the outside and 
problems on the inside. Chip Banks has been to four Pro 
Bowls in his six seasons and although he wasn‘ selected 
last season, he remains among the elite. With his great 
range he sweeps the field making plays. He’sa great blitzer 


64 


and can cover. The Chargers moved him to the weakside 
in 1987 and he spent a year learning the position. He 
should be more comfortable and productive in the posi- 
tion in 1988. 

Billy Ray Smith was also passed over in the Pro Bowl 
balloting, but emerged as one of the NFL’s elite in 1987. 
He’s a three-down linebacker. Great against the run, he 
steps up, fills and takes on blockers. His quick feet allow 
him to stay with receivers in the flats .and to blitz effec- 
tively. The Chargers look for him to make big plays and he 
doesn't disappoint. When asked to be a blitzer in 1986, he 
posted | 1 sacks. With thé arrival of Banks in 1987, Smith 
was asked to become more involved in pass coverage and 
he responded with a team-leading five interceptions. 

Gary Plummer and Thomas Benson are pluggers in the 
middle of the 3-4. Plummer is tough and smart, but lacks 
‘size (6-2, 240) and plays soft at the point of attack. Benson 
also is on the small side at 6-3, 235, and can be knocked out 
of the hole. But he has 4.6 speed, so he gets to more plays 
than Plummer, and he hits a ton when he arrives. A bit 
slow to diagnose, teams can fool Benson with traps and: 
counters. The Chargers have been looking for help inside 
for years — and the arrival of Plummer and Benson in 
1986 didn’t answer any prayers. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
DEFENSIVE BACKS The Chargers have 


never had a Pro Bow! defensive back in the 18 years since 
the merger of the two leagues. And there are no Pro Bowl 
defensive backs on the current roster. The Chargers 
allowed three 300-yard passing games and three |00-yard 
receiving games last season. 

The biggest name of the group is Elvis Patterson, who 
started at cornerback for the Super Bowl Champion New 
York Giants in 1986. He was waived in 1987 and the 
Chargers signed him for their strike team, then kept him 
onas their regular left corner. He’s a sound cover man with 
a good backpedal and 4.4 speed. But he’s like the Dow 
Jones — up, then down, back up, then back down. He 
might make a spectacular pass deflection on one play, then 
turn around and watch a guy run 30 yards for a touch- 
down on the next. If teams beat him early, they'll beat him 
all day. 

Gill Byrd has been bounced back and forth between 
safety and cornerback in his five-year career but seems to 
have settled in as the right corner. Problem is, he’s a better 
safety than corner but the need is on the outside. Byrd's a 
battler in man-to-man coverage but lacks the change of 
direction and recovery speed to stay with the better receiv- 
ers. Still, he makes his presence felt in run support and 
graded out best of all the San Diego defensive backs last 
season. 

Strong safety Martin Bayless, a preseason acquisition 
from Buffalo, is physical and a plus against the run. Hecan 
diagnose, get to the football and make plays. But he lacks 
speed and is mismatched in coverage against the good 
tight ends. He’s better suited as a blitzer in long-yardage 
situations. Free safety Vencie Glenn has good range and 
field awareness. He's usually in the vicinity of the action. 
But he'll take poor angles on deep balls. He’s not real 
physical. And he’s not a good enough reason for offenses 
to avoid the middle. 

The Chargers drafted cornerback Lou Brock Jr. in the 
second round in 1987, but he spent last season on the 
injured reserve list. He has speed but needs a year or two in 
nickel coverage to learn his way around the secondary. A 
ruptured Achilles tendon in 1986 slowed the development 
of Danny Walters as a cornerback. He had seven intercep- 


tions as a rookie in 1983. GRADE (max. 10): 4.0 
SPECIAL TEAMS The Chargers’ placekicking 


transition from their all-time leading scorer Rolf Benir- 
schke to Vince Abbott in 1987 was a rocky one. Benirschke 
was one of the most accurate kickers in NFL history with 
his .702 field goal percentage; Abbott made only 13 of 22 
in his debut. He missed his last five kicks of the season over 
the final three games. 

Ralf Mojsiejenko blossomed as a premier punter in 
1987, earning an invitation to his first Pro Bowl with his 
AFC-leading 42.9-yard gross average. He has a powerful 
leg with height, hang time and distance. But occasionally 
he'll surprise his coverage team with a line drive. His leg is 
so strong that he also handles the kickoffs for the 
Chargers. 

San Diego has long runback capability with Gary And- 
erson on kickoffs and James on punts. Anderson can 
explode out of the wedge and Lionel James has the elu- 
siveness to make the first tackler miss. Little Train aver- 
aged 12.5 yards a return last season, second in the AFC, 
and broke an 81-yarder for a touchdown against St. Louis. 
Jamie Holland gives the Chargers a solid two-deep on 


kickoffs. GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 


COACHING/ 


: ORGANIZATION General Manager Steve Ort- 


mayer is a mover and a shaker. The Chargers wanted 
running backs Alonzo Highsmith and Brent Fullwood in 
the 1987 draft, but both were gone by the time it came for 
the Chargers to make the fifth overall pick. So Ortmayer 
traded down with the Cleveland Browns, swapping No. 
I’s, and picked up Chip Banks for that courtesy. With his 
later pick in the first round, Ortmayer drafted the best 
tight end in the draft in Bernstine. He also traded for two 


‘other potefttial starters, veterans Bayless and Redden. 


Ortmayer learned his craft from Al Davis and obviously 
knows the value of a trade. He also put together a 3-0 
strike team, which contributed mightily to San Diego's 
first winhing season (8-7) since 1982. 

Saunders was handcuffed in his first year and a half as 
head coach by Fouts and the Coryell offense. He'll have 
the freedom to put in his own scheme now that Fouts is 
gone. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 


DRAFT The most pressing draft day need of San 
Diego was defensive back, but the Chargers opted instead 
to retool their offense as they begin life without Dan 
Fouts. The Chargers spent their first two picks on wide 
receivers, taking Anthony Miller of Tennessee in the first 
round and Quinn Early of Iowa in the third round. Both 
can fly. Miller will become a starter on form and Early will 
be groomed to eventually replace Chandler. The Chargers 
also took three huge offensive tackles in Stacy Searels of 
Auburn, David Richards of UCLA and Joey Howard of 
Tennessee. 


1988 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overal) sequence): 1. (15.15) 
ANTHONY MILLER. WR, Tennessee: 3. (6,60) QUINN EARLY. WR. lowa: 4. 
(9.91) JOE CAMPBELL, DE, New Mexico State: 4. (11.93) STACY SEARELS. 
OT, Auburn; 4. (17.98) DAVID RICHARDS, OT, UCLA: 6. (15,152) CEDRIC 
FIGARO. LB, Natre Dame: 9. (17,238) JOEY HOWARD. OT, Tennessee: Hf. 
(8.285) ED MILLER, OC, Pittsburgh: 11. (15.293) GEORGE HINKLE, DE, 
Arizona; 12. (19,324) WENDELL PHILLIPS. DB. North Alabama, 


T.Q:52.0 


VETERANS ROSTER 
BIRTH NFL 


POS. HT. WT. DATE COLLEGE EXP. 
5-11% 206 5/31/59 Fullerton St. 
5-11% 194 4/30/62 Central Michigan 
6-0% 181 4/18/61 Arkansas 
64 236 9/18/59 USC 
62 200 11/11/62 Bowling Green 
62 235 9/16/61 Cktahoma 
6-3 235 2/8/65 Texas A&M 
5-10% 175 5/8/64 USC 

1/24/62 USC 


Anderson, G. 
Banks, C. 
Bayless, M. 
Benson, T. 
Bernstine, R. 
Brock, L. 
Browmner, K. 66 
Byrd, G. 5-11 2/20/61 San Jose St. 
Chandler. W. 60 8/22/56 Florida 

Charles, M. 6-4 9/23/62 Syracuse 
Claphan, S. 66% 10/10/56 Oklahoma 

Dale. J. 10/6/62 Louisiana St. 
Dallafior, K. 8/26/59 Minnesota 

Ehin, C. 7/1/61 Brigham Young 
FitzPatrick, J. 2/1/64 USC 

Gtenn, V. 10/26/64 Indiana St. 
Holland, J. 21/64 OhioSt.  * 
Jackson, J. 10/9/61 Auburn 

James, L. §/25/62 Auburn 
Kowalski, G. 7/2/60 Boston College 
Lachey. J. 6/4/63 Ohio St. 

Macek, D. 7/2/54 Boston College 
Malone, M. 11/22/58 Arizona St. 
McKnight, D. 9/12/59 Drake (lowa) 
Miller, L 3/1/65 — Ft. Hays St. Kans: 
Miller, P. 6/24/64 Florida 
Mojsiejenko, R. 1/28/63 Michigan St. 
O'Neal, L. 5/7/64 Oklahoma St. 
Patterson, E. 10/21/60 Kansas 

Phiilips, J. 7/15/63 So. Methodist 
Plummer. G. 1/26/60 California 

Price. S. 3/3/62 Arkansas St. 
Redden, B. 7/21/60 Richmond 
Rouse, C. 7/13/60 Tenn.-Chatt. 
Sievers, E. 11/9/58 Maryland 
Smith. 8.R. 8/10/61 Arkansas 
sSpencer, T. 12/10/60 Ghio St. 
Thompson, B. 8/14/60 Kansas 

Unrein, T. 10/24/62 Colorado St. 
Vlasic, M. 10/25/63 towa 

Ware. T. 4/2/63 ~ USC 

Williams, L. OE 10/15/62 Bethune-Cookman 
Wilson, K. DE 9/10/64 Louisiana St. 
Winslow. K. TE 11/5/57 Missourt 
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THE BEST 
IN THE BIZ 


A Skill-by-Skill Ranking of the NFL Elite 


SURGEONS 


No ooops guys in these operating rooms. These 
quarterbacks can carve up a secondary with 
switchblade-like stealth, and still get to the bank in 
time to cash their million-dollar paychecks. 


1. Bernie Kosar, Browns—He’s still in his residency, 
still throws the ball from 100 different release points and 
still gets carded in Cleveland watering holes. But he can 
spot vulnerabilities in a defense and draw blood quickly. 

2. Joe Montana, 49ers—The original brain surgeon, 
Montana hasn‘t lost any feel for the game, just the physical 
abilities to get done what his mind tells his body to do. 
When he’s hot, moving out of the pocket, throwing those 
medium-range timing routes, he’s still the best. 

3. Steve Grogan, Patriots—Smart enough to call 
plays for coach Raymond Berry. He has the innate sense 
to locate the pressure points and push all the right buttons. 

4. Jim McMahon, Bears—Can he read defenses that 
well, or does he just have the chutzpah to push his team to 
a higher level? A little of both. 

5. Bill Kenney, Chiefs—He looks awkward, can't 
throw a decent spiral and can’t stay in one piece. But when 
healthy, he makes secondaries look sick. 

On probation: Dan Marino, Dolphins; Phil Simms, 
Giants; Steve DeBerg, Chiefs; John Elway, Broncos. 


CANNONS 


They don’t strong-arm the law, just the football. 
To put it another way, they could throw a straw- 
berry through a locomotive. Maybe even a water- 
melon. 


1. John Elway, Broncos—The Roger Clemens of the 
NFL. He can drive the ball anywhere on the field, from 
anywhere else on the field. 

2. Dan Marino, Dolphins—There’s some law of phys- 
ics to explain how Marino’s quick release translates into 
the ball getting from point A to point B a lot quicker. But 
since defensive backs aren't Einsteins, does it matter? 

3. Jim Kelly, Bills—He doesnt have the smooth 

_ mechanics of a Marino, but he can power the ball into the 
cracks of a zone and drill the deep outs. And to think Joe 
Paterno recruited him to play linebacker. 

4. Doug Williams, Redskins—A flick of the wrist, it’s 
there. His bazooka arm can shred a defense. Just ask the 
Broncos. 

5. Boomer Esiason, Bengals—A Iecfthanded power 
pitcher. Boomer hits some supersonic speeds, especially in 
the intermediate ranges. 

6. Vinny Testaverde, Buccaneers—He’s the NFL's 
newest rocket launcher. Still learning the nuances of the 
pro game and how to get the most out of his live arm. 

On probation: Randall Cunningham, Eagles; Phil 
Simms, Giants; Warren Moon, Oilers. 


SCRAMBLERS 


Their arms may make them famous, but their 
feet make them trouble. 


1. John Elway, Broncos—Hce’s good in the pocket; 
great on the move. Defenses are geared to contain him. 
2. Randall Cunningham, Eagles—He probably 
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takes off too early from the pocket at times. But he can 
motor, and he’s big enough to break tackles, too. 

3. Steve Young, 49ers—Rivals Cunningham as a 
pure runner. He’s skilled enough to have Bill Walsh toss a 
few bootlegs into the ol’ playbook. 

4. Warren Moon, Oilers—He’s a gifted athlete with 
quick feet. Doesn't throw well on the run like an Elway, 
though. 

5. Jim McMahon, Bears—He slips, he slides, he 
skips, he glides. Usually, he wins. 

6. Wade Wilson, Vikings—They call him “Whiskey.” 
Some of his scrambles are 100 proof that he'll do anything 
to win. 

On probation: Vinny Testaverde, Buccancers; Joe 
Montana, 49ers. 


MARQUEE BACKS 


They love the spotlight. They love a coach who 
features them. They are the franchises. 


1. Eric Dickerson, Colts—The Colts have built their 
attack around this thoroughbred. Prototypical size, speed, 
vision and durability. Dickerson has never missed a game 
because of injury. 

2. Curt Warner, Seahawks—As he goes, so go the 
Seahawks. Great eyes, quick feet and all the gears except 
overdrive. Only fear is he’s beginning to talk about his 
after-football life a bit too much. 

3. Marcus Allen, Raiders—The consummate team 
player. He does it ail for the black and silver, and disdains 
the prima donna routiné. Take note, Bo. 

4. Roger Craig, 49ers—No other running back in pro 
history has racked up 1,000 yards both rushing and receiv- 
ing in a single season. The best combo tailback-fullback 
type in the NFL. 

5. Herschel Walker, Cowboys—Hard to categorize. 
A speed back in a power back’s body. he can punish 
tacklers or hit a seam and explode for a long-distance six. 

On probation: Joc Morris, Giants; Freeman McNeil, 
Jets; Albert Bentley, Colts; Bo Jackson, Raiders. 


BREAD & BUTTER BACKS 


Freight trains who will hit you with the engine 
then back over you again with the caboose. Basi- 
cally, tackle-to-tackle types. 


1. Gerald Riggs, Falcons—The quintessential power 
back. Riggs buys into the old axiom that a straight line is 
the shortest distance between two points. 

2. Kevin Mack, Browns—Quick off the mark, he 
blasts through the cracks and bounces off tacklers like a 
pinall. Surprising speed. 

3. James Jones, Lions—How many times can you 
bang your head against the wall before the wall crumbles? 
Jones, a latter-day Joshua with no Jericho, tries to answer 
that question 16 times a year. 

4. Mike Rozier, Oilers—He has a little wiggle, but 
would rather giggle as he steps on your face. He epitomizes 
the term “slasher.” 

5. John L. Williams, Seahawks—He pulls escort 
duty for Curt Warner. Probably the best pure fullback in 
the NFL. 

On probation: Rueben Mayes, Saints; Earnest Byner, 


Browns; Christian Okoye, Chiefs; Alonzo Highsmith, 
Oilers. 


HOMERUN HITTERS 


A knack for getting deep separates these big- 
play artists. Raw speed is, of course, a prime 
attribute. So is the ability to shift gears. 


1. Jerry Rice, 49ers—Put a stopwatch on him and 
he’s very ordinary. Put a corner on him and he’s extraor- 
dinary. Very fluid, he has a great late burst on the deep 
post. Turns it up a notch in the big games. 

2. Mark Duper, Dolphins—His moves wont dupe 
anyone, but it hardly matters. After plenty of banging 
around, he still leaves a puff of smoke and lots of third- 
degree burns. 

3. Willie Gault, Bears—Everyone knew he wanted to 
be in the Olympics. But, really, Willie, as a bobsledder! No 
matter, Gault’s wheels are hot enough to melt a glacier, 
even if his shaky hands sometimes fry Mike Ditka. 

4. Vance Johnson, Broncos—A flake who loves to 
gas people with his explosive extra gear. When he sniffs 
that the corner has taken the bait on the out-and-up, it’s 
Adios, Amigos. 

5. Stanley Morgan, Patriots— The Steamer isdowna 
notch or two, but he still runs the deep post as well as 
anyone in the game. Always scary. 

6. James Lofton, Raiders—At 32. he’s lost some 
gamebreaker smoke. What he lacks more than anything, 
though, is someone to get him the ball. 

On probation: Mike Quick, Eagles; Drew Hill, Oilers; 
Dokie Williams, 49ers; Roy Green, Cardinals; Eddie 
Brown, Bengals; Carlos Carson, Chiefs; Ricky Nattiel. 
Broncos. 


JACKRABBITS 


Get them the ball in the open field and waich the 
fun begin. And you thought fox hunis were fun. 


1. Anthony Carter, Vikings—Gives new meaning to 
elusive. Carter needs to be surrounded by Cowboys and 
Redskins before hell go down. Hey, it’s not just a job, it’s 
an adventure. 

2. Emest Givins, Oilers—You better believe dyna- 
mite comes in a small package. Very explosive, he turns 
short flips into big plays. 

3. Al Toon, Jets—Toon will make you loony, folks. 
‘Get him the ball on the break, especially coming left to 
right, and. as Porky would say, that’s all, folks. Super size. 
and a knack for finding every nook and crannic between 
the white lines. 

4. Gary Anderson, Chargers—One of the league's 
truly remarkable athletes. A couple of years ago he had an 
end zone dive that would have scored 10's if he'd launched 
it from the 10-meter platform. 

5. Mark Clayton, Dolphins—Runs like he’s afraid of 
getting squashed, mostly because he is. His quickness 
afoot is almost as good as his quickness a-mouth. 

6. Gary Clark, Redskins—The perfect complement 
for Art Monk. Quick as a wink, nifty feet, he never gets 
caught from behind. 

7. Darrin Nelson, Vikings—The Vikes are still plot- 
ling ways to get the ball into his hands. 

On probation: Lionel James, Chargers; Jerry Rice, 
49ers; Irving Fryar, Patriots; Ricky Nattiel, Broncos. 


(Left) John Elway, Broncos; (top) Eric Dickerson, Colts; (above) 
Ernest Givins, Oilers 


POSSESSION MEN 


What? It’s third-and-eight? The clock’s winding 
down. Who ya gonna call? These guys. 


1. Steve Largent, Seahawks—He’s got moves that 
haven't been invented yet, but it’s his phenomenal concen- 
tration that makes him what he is — the most prolific 
pass-catcher in NFL history. 

2. Todd Christensen, Raiders—Great understand- 
ing of the passing game and soft hands. He usually finds 
time to catch about 10 balls a game, nine of them for first 
downs, the other for a score. 

3. Mark Bavaro, Giants—The state of the art tight 
end. Bavaro will catch it ina crowd and then carry the mob 
to the markers. 

4. Mike Quick, Eagles—Good size, soft hands and 
very adept over the middle. He’s complete. 
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(Clockwise, top to bottom) Richard Dent, 
‘ Bears; Raymond Clayborn, Patriots; Tom 
foe Newberry, Rams; Lawrence Taylor, Giants; 
e- Jim Kelly, Bills. 
= 


5. Art Monk, Redskins—Not only knows where the 
sticks are but where every blade of grass on the field is, too. 
The consummate middle-range receiver. 

6. Cris Collinsworth, Bengals— More inside moves 
than you'd see at the World Series of Poker. Too many 
hurts of late, but too much pride not to bounce back. 
Great target. f 

7. Wes Chandler, 49ers— No longer the electric 
downfield threat, he now saves his sizzle for medium 
routes. 

On probation: Steve Jordan, Vikings; Matt Bouza, 
Colts; Kellen Winslow, Chargers; Mickey Shuler, Jets; 
Gary Clark, Redskins; Webster Slaughter, Browns. 


BULLDOZERS 


Human earth-movers on the run block. They cut 

a bigger swath than a tornado on the loose. King 

Kong Bundy-types in cleats but definitely no 
wrestling tights. 


1. Jimbo Covert, Bears—When the mountain 
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aaa a J La won't come to you, well, you just move it. That 
y i: O55 seems to be Covert’s theory. A powerful drive 
| 3 => blocker with excellent strength and leverage. 
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2. Mike Munchak, Oilers—Super upper-body 
strength. If it was legal, he’d add the body-slam to his 
repertoire. When he pulls, people scatter like he had bad 
breath. 

3. Bill Fralic, Falcons—A disappointing ’87 season, 
but the inventor of the “pancake” still flattened out more 
folks than the local IHOP did flapjacks. Hold the syrup 
and butter. He’s a no-frills sort of brute. 


4. Ron Solt, Colts—A human bowling ball who 
allows Eric Dickerson to run through a lot of 7-10 splits. 
Forceful, durable, an outdoorsman who loves to shoot 
skeet off the field, and sets up plenty of clay pigeons on it. 


5. Tom Newberry, Rams—A 6-2, 290-pound power 
plant, he doesn't look all that Hollywood. He’s looking 
more and more like a perennial Pro Bowler, though. 
Quick into his blocks and a bolt out in front of the sweep. 


6. Chris Hinton, Colts—With Dickerson on hand, 
seats in the Hoosier Dome have become a tough buy. But 
Hinton plants defensive ends in the front row quite often 
with natural strength and explosion. 

7. Anthony Munoz, Bengais—Renowned as a pass 
protector, it shouldn’t escape notice that he’s also a domi- 
nating run blocker. He can bury folks. 
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On probation: Ray Donaldson, Colts; (Clockwise, top to bottom) Hanford Dixon, Browns; Reggie 
Steve dis Saints: Mike Baab. Browns: ~~ white, Eagles; Jay Hilgenberg, Bears; Anthony Carter, 
S , Saints; aab, sy rings 


Will Wolford, Bills; Crawford Ker, 
Cowboys; Stan Brock, Saints; Bruce 
Armstrong, Patriots; Gary Zimmer- 
man, Vikings; Bruce Matthews, Oilers. 


BODYGUARDS 


They use whatever means nec- 
essary to keep folks off their quar- 
terback. 


1. Anthony Munoz, Bengals—The 
original Dancing Bear has textbook tech- 
niques to go with his impressive physical 
attributes. Great body control. 

2. Gary Zimmerman, Vikings—Exhibit 
“A” in any clinic on pass protection. Very 
smooth, quick feet, excellent balance. 

3. Cody Risien, Browns—Not as naturally 
gifted as the pair above, Risien has a reach that 
would make any boarding house resident green 
with envy. Once he digs his big claws into you, forget 
it. 

4. Jackie Slater, Rams—A master of the 
push and pull, Slater knows all the tricks of the 
trade. Uses his long, strong arms very well. 

5. Sean Farrell, Patriots—A bad shoulder 
in’87 forced him to abandon alot of his push-up 
pass-block technique, but he remained effective by 
compensating with more grit than ever before. One 
of those Penn State brains who understands the prin- 
ciples of leverage. 


6. Jimbo Covert, Bears—Not just another overpow- 
ering run blocker, he’s very well-schooled in give and take 
and controlled-aggression. Adjusts very quickly. 


7. Jim Lachey, Chargers/Lomas Brown, Lions— 


Big, strong, agile, blindside naturals. Both will get more “Sy 

attention when their teams improve around them. ous rs) 
On probation: Jay Hilgenberg, Bears; Luis Sharpe, | 

Cardinals; Tunch Ilkin, Steelers; Mike Kenn, Falcons; 

Max Montoya, Bengals. at 


TRAPPERS 
Quarterbacks beware, these cunning big-game 
hunters resort to any device to bag their prey: 

speed, power, moves, you name it. 


1. Reggie White, Eagles—Decceptive inside strength © 


coupled with a super 10-yard dash time. Leave him alone 
with the tackle and order flowers and a body cast for the 
quarterback. 

2. Bruce Smith, Biils— Used to be a counterfeit Bill 
until he stopped making excuses and started making 
offensive tackles miserable. Good upper body strength 

_and upfield explosion. 


3. Dexter Manley, Redskins—The only thing faster _ 


than his lips is his first step. Incorrigible; unflappable, 
sometimes uncontrollable. And that’s off the field! 

4. Chris Doleman, Vikings—When he finally got 
DOWN to business, he found this rushing the passer stuff 
was right up his alley. The ex-linebacker blows by tackles 
as if they were standing still. 

5. Richard Dent, Bears—Mike Ditka sometimes 
forgets his first name, but remembers his results. Great 
quickness, mobility and case of movement. 

6. Keith.Millard, Vikings— Mr. Inside in the Vikings" 
lethal pass rush. He brings the kind of intense, up-the-gut 
heat that made Randy White famous. 

7. Howie Long, Raiders—The strike business really 
played with his mind. A full throttle competitor, he’s still 
the best combo bull/speed rusher in the league. 

8. Charles Mann, Redskins—Manley’s accomplice 
lets his actions speak volumes. A real big player in the real 
big games, he runs well and closes better than a life insu- 
rance salesman, 

On probation: Garin Veris, Patriots; Jacob Green, 
Seahawks; Sean Jones, Oilers; Leonard Marshall, Giants; 
Freddie Joe Nunn, Cardinals. 


TRAFFIC COPS 


These guys throw up stop signs, set up road- 
blocks and get downright surly when you try to run 
games by them. 


1. Michael Carter, 49ers—A brutal! biend of power 
and explosion. He’s strong enough to lift Fisherman's 
Wharf and swim out to Alcatraz with it. 

2. Howie Long, Raiders—Indignant you'd even try 
his side of the line. He stacks up blockers like cords of 
wood and makes piles at the point. 

3. Steve McMichael, Bears—The guy used to catch 
rattlesnakes. Bare-handed, no less. You think wrestling 
with guards and backs ain't a day at the beach? 

_ 4. Ray Childress, Oilers—Your basic no-frills foot- 
‘ball player. He straps on the gear, gocs to war and takes no 
prisoners. 

5. Tim Krumrie, Bengals— Down and dirty is the 
name of his game. Has the temperament of an abused pit 
bull. ; 

6. Bill Maas, Chiefs— He plays hurt so much, he just 
wants to even up the score a bit. Doesn't rock people as 
much as he engulfs them. 

7. Bob Golic, Browns— Everybody figures he wont 
be as mean since they put that permanent plate in his 
broken arm. Hell, that just gives him something else to 
bludgeon people with. 

On probation: Dave Butz, Redskins; Kenneth Sims, 
Patriots; Tony Elliot, Saints, Bruce Clark, Saints; Donnell 
Thompson, Colts; Dan Hampton, Bears. 


HEAT SEEKERS 


Human missiles, long-range, short-range, French 
_ Exocet, you name it. Biitzers. Crunchers. Quarter- 

back molesters. Dancers and shadow-boxers are 
out. 


1. Lawrence Taylor, Giants—The man who goes by 
just two initials, “LT,” is still good enough to !eave just 
three initials — DOA — on quarterbacks he dismembers. 
The NFL's most explosive defensive player over short 
periods. 

2. Andre Tippett, Patriots—Block him with a back? 
Handle him with a guard? Arm everyone with hand gre- 
nades? Choose your poison. 

3. Cornelius Bennett, Bills—Forget the fact he 
played just eight games in ‘87. He’s the real thing. They're 
gonna have to invent some new adjectives in Western New 
York to describe his impact. He’s no buffalo; he’s the 
whole herd. 


4. Rickey Jackson, Saints—When the Saints go 
‘72 . 


marching in, this “choirboy” will be at the head of the line 
— beating down the door. His reckless, hellbent style plays 
havoc with offenses. 

5. Wilber Marshall, Redskins—OK, so he isn't Steve 
Austin (or Lee Majors, for that matter), but he is the 
league's new Six Million Dollar Man. He'll be worth every 
cent to Jack Kent Cooke. 


6. Duane Bickett, Colts—If Ted Hendricks was the 


Stork, Bickett is the Vulture. He has a Ph.D. in read- 
ability. 

7. Fredd Young, Seattle—Those two D’s in his first 
name stand for death and destruction. Shoots the gaps 
very well. Guns down quarterbacks even better. So fast, he 
returned kicks at New Mexico State. 

8. Karl Mecklenburg, Broncos—One step ahcad of 
offenses mentally, his special brand of hide-and-seck frees 
him up for freebie incursions into enemy backfields. + 

On probation: Alex Gordon, Jets; Tim Harris, Pack- 
ers; Otis Wilson, Bears; Dave Duerson, Bears; Mike Merry- 
weather, Steelers; Michael Cofer, Lions. 


RANGERS 


Can stick to backs on the pass routes. Can 
backpedal more than 15 yards without losing bal- 
ance, too. Becoming the latest NFL dinosaurs 
because of specialization. 


1. Mike Merriweather, Steelers— Reynolds, Ham, 
Lambert, Merriweather — the beat goes on with Steeler 
linebackers. Probably the best blitz/cover combination 
backer in the league. 

2. Keena Turner, 49ers— What's love got to do with 
it? Oops, wrong Turner. Also the wrong guy to pick on 
when it’s third-and-five. 

3. Jimmy Williams, Lions—First-rate athlete; second- 
rate team. He can shadow a back, ride a tight end or get 
depth dropping off. 

4. Bryan Hinkle, Steefers— Though not quite as fast 
as Merriweather, he’s smooth in the coverages and breaks 
on the ball better than a lot of safeties. 

5. Chip Banks, San Diego—Settling in on the weak- 
side with the Chargers, he has long arms, quick feet and 
the requisite forward and reverse gears. 

On probation: Jesse Penn, Cowboys; Gary Reasons, 
Giants; Joe Kelly, Bengals; Carl Banks, Giants; Billy Ray 
Smith, Chargers. 


STUFFERS 


A litle bread, a little spice and some egg in the 
faces of those turkeys who try to run inside. These 
guys wear shirts with blue collars. 


1. Mike Singletary, Bears—This decade's version of 
Willie Lanier, Samurai Mike is a high-voltage power 
source. Turn him on and it’s lights out for ballcarners. 

2. John Offerdahl, Doilphins—Future Doc diag- 
noses quickly, then sends backs to the hospital. Great 
pursuit, too. 

3. Carl Banks, Giants—The best strongside run 
stuffer in the game. While he isnt as spectacular as LT, he 
is a more complete linebacker. 

4. Shane Conlan, Bills— Born to play linebacker. He 
makes a lot of plays between the tackles. Makes even more 
in the backfield. Steps up into the gaps with the best. 

5. Dino Hackett, Chiefs— He gives new dimension to 
intensity. A 6-3, 228-pound Doberman. 

6. Cliff Odom, Colts— Used to load semi-trailers fora 
living. Now, he just keeps on truckin’, hitting everything 
within a five-foot arc of his interior domain. 

7. Matt Millen, Raiders—He can‘ run; he can’t drop 
off. Essentially, he’s a 260-pound standup tackle who stiffs 
blockers and fills the inside cracks with cement. 

On probation: John Grimsley, Oilers; Ricky Hunley, 
Broncos, Niko Noga, Cardinals; Sam Mills, Saints; Billy 
Ray Smith, Chargers. 


COVER BOYS 


- No makeup here, just flat-out, flypaper speed, 
the temperament of a pickpocketand the ability to 
fit inside a palr of designer jeans — the other guy's 
— if necessary. Run supporters need not apply. 


1. Frank Minnifietd, Browns—Faster than a speed- 
ing bullet? Not quite. But he shoots off his mouth to get 
your attention, then puts the big silencer on your produc- 
tion. The Top Dog makes receivers, feel like human fire 
hydrants at times. 


2. Darrell Green, Redskins—The NFL's fastest man 
for two years running, Green not only covers wideouts, he 
also blankets their shadows. Gets beat deep because he 
bites so easily on the pump-fake, but no one’s going to 
burst by him. 

3. Albert Lewis, Chiefs—Coach Frank Gansz’s 
fighter-pilot background may have been questioned last 
year, but there's no doubt he’s got a Top Gun in Lewis, 
who's often overshadowed by secondary mates Lloyd 
Burruss and Deron Cherry. 

4. Hanford Dixon, Browns—He loves to filibuster 
wide receivers and maybe tripped over his flapping tonguc 
a few too many times last season. He still makes it a Dog 
Day Afternoon for most wideouts. 

5. Jerry Gray, Rams—Physical and athletic, he can 
play it anyway you want it — up close and personal or 
laying back in the weeds. Excellent recovery speed. 

6. Raymond Claybom, Patriots—Savvy has re- 
placed pure speed, but other than his new owners, he’s still 
the Patriots’ best Fireman when it comes to dousing an 
opponent's passing game. 

7. Issiac Holt, Vikings—A big, physical comer in the 
Mel Blount mold. He lets receivers know he’s there, then 
runs them down if they get away. v 

On probation: Ronnie Lippett, Pats; Tim McKyer, 
49ers; Don Griffin, 49ers; Eugene Daniel, Colts, Patrick 
Allen, Oilers. 


AIR TRAFFIC 
CONTROLLERS 


Seek out the bail like radar, glide to it, and tum 
blips into interceptions. Street smarts and oppor- 
tunism, not speed and burst, the chief calling 
cards. 


1. Deron Cherry, Chiefs—A faster reader than 
Evelyn Wood. The Chief thief gets a great break and 
catches the ball better than. half of the league’s widcouts. 

2. Everson Walls, Cowboys—Ozzie Smith doesn 
play the ball any better. Feel? Anticipation? Check the 
dictionary. He’s listed under both. 

3. Michael Harden, Broncos—A body of rock, a face 
of stone and, until injured last season, a nettlesome pebble 
in the shoe of every quarterback. Much better suited to 
safety than corner. 

4. Barry Wilbum, Redskins—Gets more inside tips 
than Ivan Boesky ever dreamed of. His zone coverage 
would draw a technical foul in the NBA. 

5. Ronnie Lott, 49ers—Injuries slowed the Candle- 
stick Gambler last season. When fit, he’s drawn to the ball 
like a moth to a flame. 

6. Fred Marion, Patriots— Last seen checking out the 


“INF Treaty to see if it would impair his homing senses. 


On probation: Mark Kelso, Bills; Vencie Glenn, 
Chargers; Leonard Smith, Cardinals; Terry Hoage, Eagles. 


HIT MEN 


Bring violin cases, sans the violins, of course. 
Also, unless you own a “Bom to be Wild” tattoo on 
your forearm, you're considered a quiche-eater in 
this group. No references needed, just scalps. 


1. Joey Browner, Vikings—Probably got tough bat- 
tling his brothers for seconds at the dinner table. Add 20 
pounds and he’s a linebacker. 

2. Dave Duerson, Bears—The embodiment of the 
human projectile. If receivers don’t understand the Theory 
of Relativity, he has a unique way of explaining it. 

3. Leonard Smith, Cardinats—Bill Cosby would 
have been better off making “Leonard, Part 6” about the 
body pieces Smith leaves lying around after he completes 
his search-and-destroy missions. Might not run down The 
Roadrunner in the deserts of Phoenix, but he wont need 
the Acme Novelty Co. to catch him. either. 

4. Vann McElroy, Raiders—Has harpooned more 
suckers than Cap'n Ahab did whales. A receiver with his 
head tumed is an instant call to exercise decapitation 
techniques. 

5. Harry Hamilton, Jets—It’s a shock Joe Paterno 
didnt turn him into a linebacker at Penn State. It’s a 
bigger shock he doesnt draw more flags in the NFL. He 
ain't called “Dirty Harry” because he resembles the former 
mayor of Carmel, Calif. 

6. Keith Bostic, Oilers— Magna cum laude graduate 
of the School of Hard Knocks, the Houston headhunter 
flies to the body recklessly. 

On probation: Lester Lyles, Jets; David Fulcher, Ben- 
gals; Delton Hall, Steelers; Todd Bowles, Redskins. 


The Bills’ Cornelius Bennett 
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en years ago, in the grand tradition of the 

sport, the National Football League set out to 

re-invent football. On TV screens around the 

world we see the upshot every Sunday. Teams 

move up and down the field spectacularly, bril- 

liant athletes do astonishing things, scoreboards 
light up like a Las Vegas marquec. Yet these, easily visible 
within the confines of the video image, are but the surface 
results of a profound alteration in the critical balance at 
the heart of the sport. 

Wecannowsee clearly. after the first decade of the new 
era, what the NFL has done: shift mass toward the center 
of the field, and skill toward the periphery. 

Football is a game played by people who are both 
massive and skillful. In today’s NFL football, the interior 
linemen particularly on offense have bulked up 
enormously. By a consensus of league experts, however, 
the detailed skills of traditional line play have been largely 
replaced by an inclegant lussle-of shoving and grappling. 
In-line finesse has given way to might makes right. Mean- 
while, the people who line up ata greater distance from the 
ball — particularly wide receivers and cornerbacks, but 
often running backs and sometimes even defensive ends 

have steadily declined in stature. Weight lost on the 
outside has been made up in the middle, and finesse 
vanished from the pits has reappeared on the perimeter. 

The weight shift is something you can quantify exactly, 
in numbers dug up by writer Bill Gretz. In 1979, AFC 
teams had I! offensive tackles that were 6-6 and up, and 
only four that were over 280 pounds; in 1987, the numbers 
were, respectively, 23 and 32. In 1979. AFC teams had 
only four wide receivers listed at 5-9 or less; in 1987 there 
were 15. Of the top 50 wide receivers in the NFL last year, 
only 19 were taller than six lect. 

Why has this happened? Because of the much-pub- 
licized rules changes that first took hold a decade ago. In 
1978, to get more offense into the game, the NFL. gave two 
gifts to offensive players. Linemen got their hands back. 
Wide receivers got their feet back. 

For the first time since the inception of the sport, the 
linemen were allowed to push out in front with their hands 
and make contact with their opponent. Alter a succession 
of modifications over these ten years, the situation now is 
that blockers can legally extend their arms straight for- 


ward, for any period of time, and place their open palms 
on the inviting jerseys of the foe. They can do this on any 
part of the field, run play or pass. What they can't do 
legally, but do indulge in, in fact, is to grab a handful of 
jersey whenever they can. Given the overall situation it’s a 
tough call for the referees, who usually decline to make it. 

Out wide, meanwhile, receivers have been set free. 
Where in the late 1970s, a receiver on his journey down 
field was bumped and buffeted every few steps, often by 
more than one defender per play, the same receiver today 
is Subject to a maximum of onc shove, within the first five 
yards, and he can usually avoid that. Speed and nimble- 
ness of foot, which had declined as marketable commodi- 
ties in the receiver population, are now the prime requisite 
(among that segment of the population which can also 
hold a thrown football). 

For the common football fan, of course, these changes 
have been most evident in their consequence. The external 
migration of skill, especially, has fit fans’ perceptual abili- 
ties while the [ull kit bag of tricks once employed by 
offensive linemen — the punishing subtlety of the drive 
block, the nimble repositioning of the hook block, the 
swan dive desperation of the cut-off block — all passed 
without notice by the average aficionado content and 
intent on merely keeping the ball in sight. Yet even for the 
stray visitor from Norway, it is easy to appreciate the 
frantic beauty of today’s wide receiver or waterbug run- 
ning back. These are people in plain sight, playing with the 
much-watched ball. 

That's why most fans love the new game. It ts only the 
insiders, the coaches and scouts, who sometimes sound a 
bit nostalgic as they remember the game as it used to be 
played. 

“When was the last time you heard somebody described 
as ‘a great pulling guard”?” asks Mike Hickey, the head of 
college scouting for the New York Jets. “Whatever hap- 
pened to Jerry Kramer and Fuzzy Thurston? You don't 
see linemen like that much anymore — agile people witha 
lot of skills. The offensive lineman today is an offshoot of 
the rules, and if you can grab and hold people. you don't 
need as much skill.” 

Tom Braats, head of scouting for the Green Bay 
Packers, puts the current situation in the offensive line 
graphically. “What you are looking for today is the big 


Sumo wrestler,” Braatz says. “He doesn’t need fast feet any 
more, like Mike Kenn in Atlanta. He doesn’t have to bea 
great athlete gr have great movement. What he has to be is 
310 pounds with long arms. All he has to do is put those 
arms out, lock out, lock up, and he’s doing the job.” 

Locking out means straightening the elbows. Locking 
up means grabbing jersey. If you can lock out and lock up, 
youcan block in the 1980s — provided you weigh near 300 
and bench press more than 400. 

“These guys like to lift weights,” says Al Webb, director 
of pro personnel with the San Francisco 49ers. “I hey've 
usually been lifting since high school. They like to show off 
their body, you know. It’s the Charles Atlas routine.” 

Where blocking was once done with the whole body, it 
is now accomplished largely with the hands and arms. It’s 
no surprise, therefore, that upper body strength is vital. 
When you used to hit somebody with your shoulder, you'd 
drive him using your back and legs. Today you just pop 
out with your arms. The move is almost exactly like a 
bench press, so it’s no wonder a key question today is: 
How much can he bench? 

“A lot of kids lift an inordinate amount of weight,” 
Hickey says. “Twenty years ago, lifting 300 pounds was a 
challenge. People who lifted 400 were considered Greek 
gods. Today, lifting 400 is like breathing for these guys. I 
was talking to an offensive line coach at a major college 
this spring, and he said everyone on his first two lines 
could bench 400. Ten guys. The coach told me, ‘If you 
can't bench 400 pounds, you can’t play for me."” 

While emphasis has increased on the hands and arms, 
scouts bemoan the decline of “feet.” It’s harder and harder 
to find blockers today who are agile on their feet, who can 
skip and slide and flat-out run like the best of the blockers 
in the earlier style. 

“You used to downgrade the great big kids who lacked 
foot quickness,” says Mike Allman, head of pro scouting 
for the Seattle Seahawks. “In the days when you couldn't 
use your hands, you had to move your whole body. On the 
pass block, for instance, you had to move your feet and 
keep your body in front of your man. Today a kid can 
punch out with his arms, pop the guy and get some 
separation for a count or two. That gives him time to get 
his body relocated. Where you had to be able to set and 
reset quickly, now you can buy yourself time if you have 
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arms that are long and strong.” 

So the game in the pits has certainly changed. A Iittle- 
noticed side-effect is that, despite the increase in size and 
strength, the violence of the hitting, blocker on defender, 
has actually declined. In the first place, people who can 
block effectively up high with their hands don’t have to go 
low so often with the dangerous chop block. This natural 
tendency has been augmented by a recent rule that out- 
lawed low blocking by one offensive player on a defender 
already battling another. As the 49ers’ Al Webb says, 
“This has saved a lot of careers on the defensive line. For 
awhile there, everybody had zippers in their knees.” 

In the second place, on the line of scrimmage, hitting 
with the hands has virtually replaced hitting with the 
shoulders and head. The old kamikaze, head-first “pop” 
has been replaced with the arms-length wrestle. In the 
words of long-time guard Ed White, who recently retired 
from the San Diego Chargers, “The new rules added five 
years to my career. The old style of blocking killed too 
many brain cells.” 

What has been the response to this blocking revolution? 
Defensive coaches are now looking for two different per- 
sonnel types. One is the earth-moving hulk. You have to 
fight bulk with bulk or, as the Denver Broncos found out 
last January, you get shoved off the field. “One type we're 
looking for now is the super strong guy,” Hickey says. 
“This guy doesn’t have to show a lot of movement on the 
pass rush and get to the passer a lot. He just has to be 
strong enough to lean into that blocker and keep bearing 
in, bearing in, pushing his man back and collapsing the 
pocket.” 

Even this power player should have “explosion” — a 
fast-blasting first step. “You want to get to that blocker 


right now,” says Bill Polian, general manager of the Buf- . 


falo Bills. “You want to hit him fast, blunt his lock-out, 
and rock him back on his heels. Then you can handle 
him.” 
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To go with these power types, you ideally have one or 
two tall, lithe sprinters to play defensive end and get to the 
passer. Following the basic trend of the modern game, 
these people are lined up wider and lightened up in weight. 
You set them out wide, three or four yards outside the 
offensive tackle, and let them get a good running start to 
build up their speed. 

“Why fool around with those big blockers if you can run 
around them?” Hickey says. “You don't have to run head 
on into those people. We're not looking for people dumb 
enough to run in and get crushed by somebody who 
weighs 300 pounds.” 

The prototype for today’s rushing end is a4.7 sprinter at 
6-5, 260: fast enough to run the great circle route around a 
tackle, tall enough to jump up and bat the ball in case the 
tackle does cut him off. The best of them also have some 
running back in them, the Richard Dent type, able to put 
on moves and make sharp cuts. 

“The idea is to break down the balance of the offensive 


tackle,” says Seattle’s Allman. “You widen out on his edge, * 


and come at him with some kind of shake move. These big 
blockers aren't always the niftiest athletes. If you can 
shake and bake and get that big guy rocking, you can 
break down his balance and take him.” 

People like this are hard to find — and everybody wants 
them. Aaron Jones was just another small college end until 
it developed he could run a 4.65 40 instead of a 4.9. 
Suddenly, at 6-5 and 258, he was the modern prototype. A 
non-entity in January, he was the Steelers’ first-round pick 
in May. 

Even the best rushers aren't enough to consistently 
pressure the passer in an era of grabby blockers. So defen- 
sive coaches have gone to blitzes —a lot of blitzes, with no 
combination too odd. Twenty years ago the Cardinals’ 
Larry Wilson was a rare bird, a safety who blitzed like a 
backer. Today, blitzing is part ofa safety’s job description. 
The coaches have also come up with many more planned 


rushing combinations, intricate schemes that result in 
“planned accidents.” 

“Maybe you want your great rushing end to start hard 
upfield, then cut in underneath his blocker,” says the 49ers’ 
Webb. “Now he’s coming up the gut and right away the 
quarterback is flushed out of the pocket. What you want is 
somebody out there waiting, a garbage man to clean up 
the play. You can use a tackle, or a linebacker — some- 
body who ties up the guard long enough to let the end 
make his move, then slides outside and waits for the 
passer.” 

XOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOX 

‘The changes on the outside, where the receivers and 
defensive backs pair off in their high-speed dance, have 
been no less revolutionary. In the years before the Great 
Rules Change of 1978, the defenders had taken to pound- 
ing on the receiver as the tactic of first resort. Some, led by 
the Oakland Raiders’ example, would line up in the receiv- 
er’s face, and beat on him every chance they got. Others 
would wait until the receiver was downfield a bit, getting 
ready to make his move, then pop him off balance and out 
of the play. 

“You remember George Allen’s teams,” says Miami 
Dolphin coach Don Shula. “His cornermen would just ax 
the receivers at the line (chop them down with a rolling 
block). That’s one way to play football, and it just depends 
on what you want. If 6-3 scores are the kind you want, then 
fine. But finally the league decided to change the rules and 
get these highly skilled receivers involved in the game.” 

The excess physicality of the defensive backs had never 
been the original intention, according to New Orleans 
Saints General Manager Jim Finks. “Years ago, the inter- 
pretation was that the defensive back could hit a receiver 
downfield to protect himself from being blocked by the 
receiver. But then the back started lining up right on tap of 
the receiver and pounding on him’from the snap. Sud- 
denly he had a distinct advantage he shouldn't have had. 


Something had to be done to limit chucks, or the secon- 
dary could just smother receivers.” 

With only one bump now legal, and that in the first five 
yards, the key success factor for a receiver has switched 
from size to speed. “That rule just opened up the receiver 
position to whatever size can get the job done,” says Les 
Miller, scout with the San Diego Chargers. “Before, you 
were concerned with the size of the player, because he had 
to be able to get off the line of scrimmage and fight his way 
down the field. You looked for guys like John Stallworth. 
Now, all the guy has to have is the quickness to get off the 
line and away from that first bump.” 

Suddenly, tiny burners are jetting free around the field. 
“Years ago you might possibly keep one of these guys as a 
fourth wide receiver,” says Webb, “if he could run back 
kicks. Now these guys are starting. They're catching a lot 
of balls — and when they catch them, they're gone. You 
love to get a pass out there toa little guy in the open field.” 

One defensive response has been predictable: the cor- 
nerback has doWnsized as well. The prototypical corner- 
back used to be.200 pounds and mean — to dominate 
receivers and play tough against the sweep. Now most 
defenses use the safeties to force the sweep — and they go 
with small speed merchants at cornerback to track the 
receivers. 

“The philosophy of a lot of defensive coordinators is 
changing,” says Allman. “I know Richie Petitbon in 
Washington wants corners that can cover first and tackle 
later. If the offense is going to run in little flyers at wide 
receiver, you've got to get your own in there to combat 
them.” 

In theory, a big man with speed could also do the job. 
But in fact, the biomechanics of human-‘motion mean that 
a small, quick man can usually cut and turn more quickly 
thana big, quick man. “It’s tough to havea tall guy playing 
the corner anymore,” says Denver defensive coordinator 
Joe Collier. “If he’s tall and lanky, he’s just not able to 
make the turn as quickly, and he’s not going to be able to 
keep up.” 

OXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOX 

With the rabbits turned loose on the outside by the 
one-bump rule, an earlier rules change was suddenly mag- 
nified in importance. The NFL had moved the hashmarks 
in, away from the sidelines and nearer to the center of the 
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field (only six yards separate them) in 1973. The idea was 
to help the offense by keeping it free to maneuver both left 
and right, but the effect had been negligible. Offense 
sagged so significantly that the new blocking and bump 
rules were enacted starting in 1978. With quarterbacks 
standing upright longer, and receivers able to run free in 
the open spaces to each side, the hashmark rule finally 
jelled. 

“The hashmark rule has a major effect.” says Finks. “It 
used to be that the offense had virtually no short side. The 
defense could revolve their coverage to the wide side 
because they had the sideline as a 12th defender the other 
way. That's not true now, however. The defense has to 
cover more field.” 

With so many new advantages going to the offense, the 


“THE PuicosopHy oF A LOT 
OF DEFENS(VE COORDINATORS 
IS CHANGING... (MANY) WANT 


CORNERS WHO COVER FIRST 
RAND TACKLE LATER.” 


defense has had to make tactical adjustments. The focus is 
on disrupting the timing of the passing attack. “The key to 
effectively controlling the passing game is to upset the 
timing,” says Cleveland Brown coach Marty Schotten- 
heimer. “The receiver's depth and cut is tied to the depth of 
the quarterback’s drop. If you can disrupt that coordina- 
tion, you can give them trouble.” 

One way is to bounce the receiver off his line. That's 
harder to do now, but defenses still try. “In fact, | think 
more teams play bump and run now,” Schottenheimer 
says. “When they restrict the area of contact by the 
defender to the first five yards, you had to get up there and 
get your contact in where it was legal.” 

Another approach is to throw off the quarterback. You 
can do that with the rush, of course, and another way ts 
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with confusing pass coverages. Defenses run in extra de- 
fensive backs, and deploy them in the widest possible array 
of defenses: man; zone; zone deep, man under; zone left, 
man right; nickel, dime and seven-back. The more the 
better, and you never try to show the same one twice. 

“It used to’ be easier to disrupt the receiver downfield,” 
Webb says. “Now you re trying to disrupt the quarterback 
You give him one look on the pre-snap read, then move 
into another defense. That’s why you see quarterbacks 
looking indecisive. That's why you see the careless inter- 
ception — the one that hits the defensive guy right in the 
numbers.” 


XOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOX 


It’s a new game, with a new distribution of mass and 
skill. In the pits, talent is less easy to display. “You don’t 
hear much about Howie Long anymore,” Hickey says. On 
the wings, sprinter-acrobats have free rein. The high-tech 
pass pattern the hook-and-go, the out-and-up, the 
Zorro-precise post-corner — a type of football that virtu- 
ally disappeared in the years of receiver muggings, is now 
back in an even zippier form. 

Is the game any better now? The skill is gow out there 
forall to see. But occasionally you hear the pure football 
man wonder. 

“For years we've heard older players say that there is no 
way they could play in the modern game,” Hickey says. 
“Now | think you can finally make the converse statement. 
There are people playing today — some of the big linemen, 
some of the little receivers — who couldn't have played in 
an earlier era. They aren't good enough athletes. They 
don't have the endurance. We've got specialists today, 
guys who run down under kicks and show up on the depth 
chart as the third guy here or the fourth guy there — and 
they want to renegotiate.” 

It’s a hard question to decide precisely, so Bills leader 
Bill Polian makes his point in graphic terms. 

“It’s a question of whether you prefer your old ‘57 
Chevy or the flashy Porsche you're driving today,” Polian 
says. “The Porsche is racy, but that old Chevy had a lot of 
romance. The game today Is more exciting, you see a lot 
more athletic plays. But if you ask me if | would rather 
watch the old Giant backfield, with Gifford and Webster, 
or the old Lombardi backfield with Hornung and Taylor 

if you ask me that — I might say yes.” o 
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HEAD COACH: JOE GIBBS STADIUM: ROBERT F. KENNEDY (55,750) 


1987 RECORD: 11-4 


It took only three games for quarterback Doug Wil- 
liams and rookie running back Timmy Smith to earn a 
season’s worth of honors. Neither figured prominently in 
the Redskins’ plans until the team entered the playoffs, but 
they are the keys to what appears to bea very bright future. 

In Williams and Smith, coach Joe Gibbs discovered two 
devastating weapons. With his strong, powerful arm, Wil- 
liams can stretch any defense. Almost traded to the Raid- 
ers in the preseason, he took advantage of a speedy group 
of wideouts to lead the Redskins to the promised land. 
Smith may be the true jewel of the offense, however, giving 
Gibbs the superior running back he craves. No team in 
football takes advantage of a productive runner more than 
the Skins — they have won their last 36 consecutive games 
in whicha back has run for 100 or more yards. On defense, 
the free agent signing of Wilber Marshall was a bold stroke 
which suddenly strengthened one of the club’s few weak 
areas. 

The Redskins don't appear to have the power and speed 
of the last two champions, but they may have more inten- 
sity, intelligence and cohesiveness. Excelling during the 
last two strike seasons is testimony to those intangibles. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 


TIGHT END Gary Clark, Ricky Sanders and Art 
Monk give the Redskins perhaps the finest wideout trio in 
the NFL. They don't get anywhere near the recognition 
Denver's Three Amigos do, but then again Clark, Sanders 
and Monk did not have the luxury of having an Elway at 
the controls. During the regular season, scatterarmed Jay 
Schroeder threw almost twice as many passes as Super 
Bowl hero Doug Williams, yet this group still flourished. 

Due primarily to Monk’s knee injury, Clark emerged as 
the leader. He improved his receiving average (from 17.1 
to 19.0 per catch) for the second straight year. Despite his 
small frame (5-9, 173), Clark is extremely tough, and at his 
best against big, strong defensive backs who try to chal- 
lenge him physically. Clark has mastered getting by the 
jam at the line and then accelerating into the intermediate 
zones for the 18-20-yard pass. If given a split second to 
spin away, Clark is an exceptional runner after he makes 
the catch. Clark is troubled by inconsistent hands, but he is 
always well-balanced and has great feet. And he is a 
long-distance threat who can stretch the field not with 
speed but with good moves off his intermediate routes. 

In ’87, Monk suffered from a series of leg injuries before 
going down witha knee in early December. With only 38 
receptions for 483 yards, his productivity was obviously 
way down after catching 270 passes the three previous 
years. Don't question his courage. He played the entire 
season in pain, and it’s a tribute to him that he made it to 
December. Monk is a big, physical wideout with good 
athletic skills who can outfight the defensive back when 
the ball is up for grabs. While he dropped a few passes last 
year, he has great hands and sound techniques, including 
catching the ball away from his body. Monk’s ability to 
break free from the double-team in the clutch is probably 
his most impressive attribute. When it’s third-and-17, look 
for him to move the chains with an 18-yard out. 

But when Monk went down, it gave the elusive Sanders 
the chance to show the rest of the league just what Red- 
skins defensive backs saw every day in practice. Sanders is 
a speedster who isn't afraid to go over the middle. He also 
can make the acrobatic circus catches and it was his 
80-yard touchdown in the Super Bowl that started the 
Washington second-quarter inferno. Sanders has good 
hands to go with his speed and should only get better with 
improved secondary recognition and experience. 

Tight end Clint Didier had a poor season with only 13 
receptions, but he was hurt more than any other Redskin 
by Schroeder’s inconsistency. Didier re-emerged in the 
post-season with a big touchdown against the Bears, and 
he did it with his uncanny ability to wait for the middle to 
clear, get past the linebackers and locate that seam in front 
of the safeties. Didier has made his living like this for years. 
Without the speed to surprise defenders, he'll have to get 
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by with his hands, heart and bulk. As a blocker, Didier 
doesn’t rank with the physical Don Warren, a tremendous 
in-line drive blocker and slow, mechanical receiver. 
Warren is heavily relied upon in the running game; the 
Redskins even line him up at fullback to utilize, his 
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OFFENSIVE LINE The Redskins offensive 


line had a renaissance, of sorts, in the 1987 season. 
The Skins had the sixth-highest average gain per 
nonstrike rush, no small feat considering that 
George Rogers had an off-year, and Kelvin 
Bryant is more of a pass catcher than he is a 
runner. What returned the Redskins offensive 
line to their “Hog” glory days of the early 80s? 
Washington’s blocking scheme has changed its 
personality completely. Where once John Riggins 
pounded away in time-consuming drives, the Skins 
are now primarily a passing team: 243 yards per 
game, nonstrike — seventh-best in the league. Big, phys- 
ical blockers who once overpowered defenders are now 
sitting back on their heels and finessing opponents. This 
isn’t an easy transition, and offensive line coach Joe Bugel 
deserves credit for its success. 

The left side has been the key for several seasons. That’s 
where huge Joe Jacoby (6-7, 305) does his business at the 
tackle slot. With his great size, long arms and above- 
average balance, Jacoby was resurgent in "87. Many peo- 
ple credit his big year to a mean streak that pushed him 
back to the level of the league’s elite. Once again, he was 
smothering defenders and exploding into his blocks. 

Joining Jacoby on the left side is guard Raleigh 
McKenzie, who at 25 provides the Skins line with some 
much-needed youth. McKenzie is by far the quickest of 
the blockers, and he has some good pop coming off the 
ball. While the Skins don't really feature their outside 
running game, McKenzie has the quickness to get out in 
front on a sweep and handle a linebacker at the point of 
attack. However, a big defensive lineman can give him 
trouble on passes because he just doesn’t match up pound 
for pound. McKenzie, 6-2, 275, is extremely hard working, 
and should be able to increase his strength with time in the 
weight room. 

During the stretch, center Jeff Bostic was a key cog after 
Russ Grimm went down (knee). He can’t move laterally 
and has very little lower-body strength. However, Bostic 
makes up for his lacks with experience and brains. He’s 
another coach on the field and is superior at making line 
calls. However, at 30, Bostic really doesn’t have all that 
much left to give. Grimm’s a true hog in every sense of the 
word. He’s a brawler on the field, extremely strong and 
regained the killer instinct in ‘87. But Grimm has the worst 
technique of any of the Skins blockers, and he doesn’t set 
up well in pass blocking. 

Enigmatic tackle Mark May is the leader on the right 
side. May is huge at 6-6, 295 yet is not as physical as some 
of the other Hogs. But he is strong enough and has good 
technique. However, a poor start can discourage May for 
an entire game. May usually gets good leverage at the 
point of attack but has trouble with brutish defensive ends. 
R.C. Thielemann, a former Falcon, is a technician at right 
guard. At times, he is too upright in his run blocking, but 
he is smart, tenacious and experienced. He will go after his 
man consistently, even if he can't always win the physical 
battle. Because he has quick feet, his pass-blocking is his 
strength. 

Among the backups, young (24) Edwin Simmons 
should eventually replace Thielemann as a starter. He is 
strong, aggressive, athletic and has excellent body control. 
Wally Kleine, the offensive tackle drafted out of Notre 
Dame in 87, was redshirted in his rookie year, but appears 
to have the strength that can re-establish the Redskins as a 
dominant running team. 


Joe Jacoby 


QUARTERBACK If ever there was a quarter- 
back who was in the right place at the right time, it was 
Doug Williams. Despite struggling in the NFC Cham- | 
pionship against Minnesota, Williams took advantage of | 
what the defense (and his offensive line) gave him, and 
threw with confidence and consistency, a very strong 
combination. 
In addition to his cannon-like right arm, Williams has 
the strength of a fullback. Defensive ends can't bring him 
down with arm tackles. Additionally, Williams no longer 
tries to burn everything in. He has developed an adequate 
touch and can feather the ball when the situation calls for 
it, going 81-of-143 in the regular season for 1,156 yards, | 
touchdowns and only five interceptions. Williams also 
knows when to take the sack and when to throw it away. 
When Williams isn’t on his game, he has a tendency to 
press and throw high, which normally leads to intercep- 
tions, except defensive backs have a hard time holding on 
to his bullets. 0 
Williams was starting, of course, because Jay Schroeder 
just couldn't sustain his 86 Pro Bowl performance. 
Schroeder struggled with his confidence all year and just 
couldn't hit the open man. He didn’t get it back together 
until he relieved Williams in the November win over the 
Giants. Then he couldn't sustain the comeback, finishing 
the season at 129-of-267, for 1,878 yards, 12 touchdowns 
and 10 interceptions, Gibbs and offensive coordinator 
Dan Henning both like Mark Rypien’s size (6-4, 215) and 
arm, but the 1986 sixth-rounder has yet to throw a pass in 


game condinons. GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
RUNNING BACKS The Redskins released 


George Rogers because he just didn't have the acceleration 
any more. That’s why virtual unknown Timmy Smith was 
the Super Bow! starter. Gibbs and offensive coordinator 
Dan Henning gambled that his speed and explosiveness 
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(126 yards in 24 regular-season carries) would outweigh 
his inexperience. As it turned out, the gamble not only 
gave the Redskins a Super Bowl victory, but a running 
back who could turn out to be a big-play man for years. 
Smith (5-11, 216) has an explosive first step, and is a 
powerful, slashing runner with very good balance and 
instincts. Hecancut equally well off either foot and accel- 
erates away from pursuit. He had a hard time coping with 
the nuances of the game as a rookie but if he comesto 
camp prepared and committed, the Redskins will have the 
game-breaking back they have coveted for years. He also 
has a haunting history of injuries, missing virtually all of 
his junior and senior seasons at Texas Tech. : 

Kelvin Bryant is used primarily as 2 third-down 
receiver. He caught 43 passes for 490 yards and five touch- 
downs, and is usually more dependable than he was in the 
playoffs against the Bears, when he dropped three passes. 
Asarunner, he can get outside and turn the corner, makes 
good use of his blocking and can accelerate. He also gets 
better with more work (77-406-1), but cannot take the 
pounding the single-back receives. Bryant's at his best 
when he’s being spotted. 

Reserve Keith Griffin is small in appearance (5-8, 185), 
but is rnuch tougher than he looks. He squeezes through 
small openings with quickness and good lean. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
DEFENSIVE LINE Everyone knew this aging 


unit couldn't dominate anymore: Dexter Manley too 
much ofa head case, Darryl Grant only competent against 
the run, Dave Butz 36 years old and only Charles Mannat 
the top of his game. Then the group got tired of being 
called old and over the hill. 

Start out with the enigmatic Manley. The book said he 
is at his best against big, strong offensive tackles he can 
easily outquick with his first step and superior upfield 
acceleration. But Manley proved himself much more than 
just a speedster. In 87, he backed up his big mouth with 
big, strong play against the run, and more productivity 
against finesse-type blockers. He chased down quick 
runners from the back side and started manhandling 
smaller linemen by bulling past them. Quick blockers who 
used to stay with his outside move found a stronger, 
meaner Manley who would take them on before looping 
around them. Manley, who registered 8'4 sacks in the 
regular season, was an even bigger factor in the post- 
season against the Bears’ Jim Covert, Vikings All-Pro 
Gary Zimmerman and the Broncos’ Dave Studdard. Man- 
ley’s post-season play established this garrulous stalker as 
one of the top clutch players in the game. 

Next to Manley, defensive right tackle Darryl Grant 
showed a bit more bounce than he has in past years. 
Despite his chronically sore knees, Grant’s improved 
quickness enabled him to make plays at or near the line of 
scrimmage. Still, heis a one-dimensional player who won't 
get near the quarterback. Grant is not going to hurt the 

Redskins, because he is surrounded by quality athletes, 
but he won't cause the big play, either. He's a stay-at-home 
tackle (only two sacks) who uses his strong but not flexible 
lower body to get the job done. 

Left tackle Dave Butz was resurgent in a season that 
started out with reserve Dean Hamel making inroads on 
Butz’s job. Like most of the Redskin defensive players, he 
was especially effective in the post-season, when he com- 
pletely stuffed any running plays designed to go up the 
middle and put effective pressure on the quarterback. He 
still penetrates well enough to redirect seven or eight plays 
a game. 

Left end Charles Mann was probably the most under- 
rated defensive lineman in the league. At 6-6 and 270, he’s 
taller and heavier than the Bears’ Richard Dent, but his 
first step is lethal quick, and he’s far superior against the 
run.tMann is nowhere near as mouthy as his counterpart 
on the right side of the tine, but he is equally effective and 
more consistent. Mann has strong arms to play off 
blockers, and has excellent instincts. Once he beats his 
blocker, Mann has excellent closing speed and is a real 
finisher, as his 9/4 sacks indicate. 
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LINEBACKERS Despite the Super Bowl vic- 
tory, General Manager Bobby Beathard recognized that 
the Redskins lacked the big-play LT-like linebacker. The 
Redskin regulars were the ninth-easiest team to move the 
ball against. 

So, while the Redskins were still basking in the glory of 
the romp over Denver, Beathard signed Wilber Marshall 
to take Monte Coleman’s spot. Of all the top-level outside 
linebackers (Taylor, Carl Banks, Andre Tippett), Mar- 
shall is the purest athlete of the bunch. He has to be, 
because he’s significantly smaller at 6-1 , 225. But Marshall 
does not play the small man’s game. He is a powerful, 
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rémorseless hitter with strong safety speed. Trying to stop 
him on the blitz with a running back is laughable since 
Marshall can overpower finesse blockers and out-quick 
the stronger ones. Even though he didn't intercept a pass in 
87, Marshall can cover most backs one-on-one and will be 
expected to do just that in defensive coordinator Richie 
Petitbon’s scheme. With his 93 tackles, five sacks and two 
forced fumbles, Marshall gives this group some much- 
needed ferocity. 

In the middle, Neal Olkewicz is tough, smart and com- 
petitive, but is just too short (6-0), slow and unathletic. On 
wide plays his lack of speed only allows him to get a good 
view as the running back goes by. Olkewicz’s best asset is 
his anticipation. 

Outside backer Mel Kaufman came back froma devas- 
tating Achilles tendon injury ina courageous performance 
that saw him finish as the team’s fourth-leading tackler 
with 105. The Achilles injury has robbed him of a quick 
upfield move, but he was still effective in coverage. The 
hard-working Kaufman got to the quarterback twice and 
was also credited with three hurries, but is not the kind of 
big-play linebacker that will complement Marshall effec- 
tively, ; 
Backup Kurt Gouveia showed some potential because 
of his quickness but can be physically overpowered. 
Ravin Caldwell has decent foot-speed. Both recorded 
sacks in the NFL championship. 
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Green is the fastest defensive back in the NFL. He also is 
among the toughest, and at his best in big-game situations. 
With his superior speed he makes impressive recoveries 
and gets to the ball. Despite great improvement from 
cornerback Barry Wilburn and safeties Alvin Walton and 
Todd Bowles, Green is still the leader of this group. His 
cover techniques and mastering of the various coverages 
may still be sub-par, but with his results few would quarrel 
if there’s method to his madness. 

The fact that the Redskins intercepted passes in 14 of 
their last 15 games is due largely to the surprising Wilburn, 
who got the starting job when Tim Morrison went down 
with an injury. Wilburn led the league in the regular season 
with nine interceptions, taking one theft 100 yards for a 
touchdown. Wilburn is freakishly tall (6-3) for a corner, 
and does not have the quickness of Green. But he has 
superior hands and instincts that allow him to stay with 
big, physical receivers. 

Strong safety Walton is without doubt the team’s most 
ferocious hitter. A superior run defender who led the Skins 
in tackles with 148 (including | 1 behind the line), Walton 
suddenly improved his pass defense at midseason. He 
cooled his temper, improved his judgment. and so de- 
fensed three passes and intercepted three more. Walton’s 
lack of speed hurts against fast tight ends, but he’s proba- 
bly the only strong safety around who looks forward toa 
matchup with Mark Bavaro. He may not win every battle, 
but he plays until the final whistle. 

Free safety Bowles matured enough to become Petit- 
bon’s signal-caller. An instinctive player, Bowles does not 
have to play the deep centerfield that his predecessor 
Curtis Jordan did. Bowles, an outstanding special-teamer, 
was the team’s second-leading tackler (108) behind Wal- 
ton and the second leading interceptor (4) behind Wil- 
burn. Reserve cornerbacks Brian Davis and Dennis 
Woodberry are quick and resourceful. Davis is only a 
half-beat slower than Green, and both players came up 
with opportunistic interceptions. Vernon Dean is not the 
player he was in his first four years when he totaled 20 
interceptions, but is still effective as nickel back. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
SPECIAL TEAMS He's no Morten Andersen, 


but at least Ali Haji-Sheikh stopped the bleeding. After 
Jess Atkinson went down with a leg injury in the season 
opener, the Sheikh made a respectable 13 of 19 field goals 
in the regular season (six-of-six 30 and in). Pynter Steve 
Cox put 14 kicks inside the 20 and his 35.0 net was the fifth 
best among league qualifiers. Much of the credit for the 
Redskins’ good punt coverage (eighth in the league, non- 
strike) should go to Dean Hamel, a one-man wedge- 
busting wrecking crew. The Redskins, however, were 
vulnerable to the big kickoff return. 

Kick returner Ricky Sanders could bust loose in ‘88, but 
he had a hard time finding the seams in ‘87. Tiny Eric 
Yarber (5-8, 156) is Washington’s regular punt returner, 
but Darrell Green is the true artist when he’s asked to 


make the clutch return. GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
COACHING/ 


ORGANIZATION , Owner Jack Kent Cooke has - 


put together the best general manager/head coach duo in 


the league. Nobody can keep up with Bobby Beathard off 
the field, no one outcoaches Joe Gibbs on. 

Trading or giving away draft picks on a regular basis, 
Beathard routinely unearths big-time contributors. Just 
for fun, consider Super Bowl record-setter Timmy Smith 
(fifth round, 1987), Super Bowl receiving yards record- 
holder Ricky Sanders (who cost the Skins a third-round 
picky, 1987 NFL interception leader Barry Wilburn 
(eighth round, 1985) and Super Bowl MVP Doug Wil- 
liams (acquired for a fifth round pick). Who knows what 
distinction Beathard’s biggest offseason move, Wilber 
Marshall, will add in a Redskins uniform? 

All Gibbs has done since surviving his 0-5 first year with 
the Redskins in 198! is put together the best record in the 
NFL (66-22 compared to San Francisco's 61-26-1) and the 
best playoff record (11-3, compared to the Giants’ 5-2 
mark). Noted for his strong finishes, after seven seasons 
Gibbs is recognized as one of the league’s elite. 


GRADE (max. 10): 9.0 


DRAFT Despite having to wait until the 55th pick in 
the draft, Beathard was able to fill his chief need by going 
after Minnesota kicker Chip Lohmiller in the second 
round. In college, Lohmiller developed a reputation as a 
clutch kicker with a strong leg. He should displace Jess 
Atkinson (ankle injury) and Ali Haji-Sheikh (inconsis- 
tent). With his next two picks, Beathard grabbed pint- 
sized RB’s Mike Oliphant and Jamie Morris. Oliphant isa 
quick, explosive back with a penchant for making big 
plays at the small college level. Morris is a consistent 
runner who also has good hands, unlike his older brother 
Joe. DB Carl Mims of Sam Houston State is a reach 
because of a broken leg he suffered at the end of the 
season, but he had excellent speed (4.4) before his injury. 


1988 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): 2. (28.55) 
CHIP LOHMILLER, K. Minnesota: 3. (10.66) MICHAEL. OLIPHANT, RB, 
Puget Sound; 4, (28.109) JAMIE MORRIS, RB. Michigan: 5. (18.127) CARL 
MIMS. DB. Sum Houston State: 6. (22,159) STAN HUMPHRIES, QB, Northeast 
Louisiana; 7. (28.193) HAROLD HICKS, DB. San Diego State: 8. (28.221) DAR- 
RYL MCGILL, RB, Wake Forest; 9. (28,249) BLAKE PETERSON, LB, Mesa: 
10. (28.277) HENRY BROWN, OT. Ohio State: 11. (28.305) CURT KOCH, DE. 
Colorado: 12. (10,315) WAYNE ROSS. P. San Diego State. 


GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 


T.Q.67.0 _ 


VETERANS ROSTER 
BIRTH- NFL 


. DATE COLLEGE EXP. 
6/29/59 Washington 
12/11/61 Maryland 
‘11/21/60 Clemson 
9/18/58 Clemson 

Bowles, T 11/18/63 Temple 

Branch, R. 10/22/62 E. Carolina 

Bryant. K. 9/26/60 N. Carolina 

Butz, 0. 6/23/50 Purdue 

Caldwell, R. 8/4/63 Arkansas 

Clark, G. 5/1/62 James Madison 

Coleman, M. 11/4/57 Central Arkansas 

Copeland, A. 4/14/63 Louisville 

Cox, S. j 5/11/58 Arkansas 

Oavis, B. 8/31/63 Nebraska 

Dean, V. 5/5/59 San Diego St. 

Didier, C. 4/4/59 Portland St. 

Gouveia, K. 9/14/64 Brigham Young 

Grant, 0. 11/22/59 Rice 

Green, D. 2/15/60 Texas A&l 

Griffin, K. 10/26/61 Miami {Fla.) 

Grimm, R. 5/2/59 Pittsburgh 

Haji-Sheikh, A. 1/11/61 Michigan 

Hamel, D. 7/7161 Tulsa 

Hamilton, S. 9/28/61 E. Carolina 

Jacoby, J. 7/6/58 Louisville 

Jones, A. 5/16/60 Wichita St. 

Kaufman, M. 2/24/58 Cal PolysSLO 

Kleine, W. 10/22/64 Notre Dame 

Mann, C. 4/12/61 Nevada-Reno 

Maniey, D. 2/2/59 Oklahoma St. 

Marshall, W. 4118/62 Florida 

May, M. 11/2/59 Pittsburgh 

McKenzie, R. 2/8/63 Tennessee 

McQuaid. D0. 10/4/60 UNLV 

Monk, A. 12/5/57 Syracuse 

Olkewicz, N. 1/30/57 Maryland 

Orr, T. 9/27/61 Texas 

Rypien, M. 10/2/62 Washington St. 

Sanders, R. 8/30/62 SW Texas St. 

Schroeder, J. 6/28/61 UCLA 

Simmons, E. 12/31/63 £. Washington * 

Smith, T. 1/21/64 Texas Tech 

9 Thielemann, A.C. 8/12/55 Arkansas 
Walton, A. 3/14/64 Kansas 
Warren, D. 5/5/56 San Diego St. 
Wilburn, B. 12/9/63 Mississippi 
Withams, D. 8/9/55 Grambling 
Wilson, W. 9/4/57 Shepherd 
Woodberry, D. 4/22/61 Sou. Arkansas 
Yarber, E. 9/22/63 idaho 


NO. NAME 
Allen, A. 
Atkinson, J. 
Benish, D. 
Bostic, J. 
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1987 RECORD: 6-9 


That strange and inexplicable syndrome hit the New 
York Football Giants last year. You know, the one that 
also hit the six previous Super Bow! winners. And since it 
did, the Giants preserved Pete Rozelle’s favorite com- 
mandment — thou shalt not repeat. 

Ina nutshell, the Giants staff spent most of the offsea- 
son preparing for the season opener against the Bears in 
Chicago. Then, after a 34-19 disaster, the Giants lost to the 
Cowboys at the Meadowlands. Then came the strike. The 
collection of talent brought to Gotham for the three 
replacement games was both memorable and laughable as 
General Manager George Young’s imposters were out- 
scored 85-36. By the time the regulars came back the 
season was Virtually lost. 

When the regulars did return, they developed the cu- 
rious habit of blowing leads, and the NFC East cellar 
became their final resting spot. From 14-2 in °86, the 
Giants fell to 6-9, with the regulars a very mortal 6-6. 

However, 1988 should bring back memories of the good 
times. Few teams can match their talent and depth on 
defense, and the Giants still have the big offensive guns in 
Phil Simms, Joe Morris and Mark Bavaro. Plus this time 
the New Yorkers will have a fifth-place schedule working 
for them. It will be an interesting year for Parcells, who has 
a chance to regain coaching “genius” status by bringing the 
Giants back from the wreck of 87. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END He is simply The Man. When the 


Giants were streaking to the Super Bowl in 1986, tight end 
Mark Bavaro was a major part of their offensive success 
with his soft hands, powerful first step after the catch and 
pit-bull determination. But he was not the only reason for 
their success. They had a running game that could domi- 
nate, and teams simply could not concentrate on him. 

Last season was a much different story. The Giants had 
no running game, and they had no success. But they still 
had Bavaro. After a slow start, Bavaro was an even better 
player than he was the year before. When you factor in the 
lost strike games, he accomplished about as much in’87 as 
in °86. His 55 catches for 867 yards made him the team’s 
leading receiver by 20 receptions and 312 yards, and while 
often portrayed as a silent behemoth who bludgeons the 
opposition, Bavaro actually is a smooth, efficient receiver 
with tremendous balance and the strength to shed defend- 
ers. After he catches the ball, Bavaro gets his shoulders 
upfield ina hurry, and uses good vision to find the path of 
least resistance. As a blocker, he is devastating. His supe- 
rior upper-body strength and sound footwork outmatch 
most outside linebackers. 

His backup, Zeke Mowatt, is no slouch. Although 
completely recovered from the ’85 knee injury that allowed 
Bavaro to replace him in the lineup, Mowatt has to feel 
like Wally Pipp. Still, his three receptions last year show 
he’s just not that involved in the passing game. He is a 
strong blocker who can help out on the double-team and 
also hold his own with blitzers. 

At wideout, veteran Lionel Manuel (30 grabs, 6 TDs) 
has good separation moves and knows how to read and 
adjust in zone coverages. Nifty on the inside routes, his 
favorite outside move is running a corner at the goal line. 
Once free, Manuel will run away from pursuit and get 
maximum yardage. However, he’s somewhat frail and 
suffered from leg ailments again last year after missing 
four games in ’85 with a hamstring and 12 games in 86 
with a knee. 

Like Manuel, Stacy Robinson has been injury-plagued 
the past three seasons and played in only five games last 
year. When healthy, he has the speed (two-time NCAA 
Division II sprint champion) to stretch a defense to the 
limit. A fly-route specialist, Robinson would rather find 
the highway onramp than get caught in traffic. He’s 
learned to adjust well to the ball in flight, although concen- 
tration is a problem. 

Three second-year receivers will battle for playing time. 
Stephen Baker, a third-round choice in ’87, is an electrify- 
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ing big-play type with excellent quickness, but question- 
able hands, The Giants are infatuated with Odessa Turner 
(10 catches), a former college safety. Fluid, tough, fast 
(4.5) for his size (6-3, 205) and able to jump through the 
roof, he won't get off the ground until he learns the 
nuances of the position. The third ’87 rookie, first-round 
choice Mark Ingram, was a bust. Touted for his superior 
hands and moves, Ingram was overweight and demon- 
strated neither on the practice field. In shape now, he is 
more quick and elusive than fast and has excellent hands. 

Dependable Phil McConkey, the ancient (Navy) war- 
rior, has little left besides a spit-and-vinegar attitude and 
the ability to catch possession passes. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
OFFENSIVE LINE Back tothe drawing board. 


Without the consistent Karl Nelson, and with a suddenly 
old Brad Benson, the Giant offensive line was just a shell of 
the group that led the team through their ’86 postseason 
waltz. Suddenly gone was the run-blocking that allowed 
Joe Morris to cut back for 2,852 yards in 1985 and 86. 
Most damning stats: longest run from scrimmage, 34 
yards; rushing touchdowns, four. 

Benson has retired his worn-out legs and will be 
replaced by William Roberts. Like Benson, the new left 
tackle is much better blocking for the pass than the run. 
Roberts’ feet are much quicker than Benson’s and he’s 
generally a stronger athlete. Although he’s not a finisher, 
and often gets down on himself, he has good size, balance 
and should be better off playing on the left side (he’s 
left-handed), after struggling early at right tackle last sea- 
son. Improving his conditioning and work habits would 
also help. 

Left guard Billy Ard is probably the Giants’ best offen- 
sive lineman. In addition to his sheer intensity, Ard 
employs excellent technique, which allows him to trap and 
fire out with equal consistency. If the Giants need two 
yards up the middle, they generally go between him and 
center Bart Oates, and Ard is almost always the one to 
deliver the key shoulder. His lower body is not all that 
flexible, and he’s not at his best when he has to lead the 
sweep, but he’s rarely asked to do so. 

Oates is among the most consistent, clever centers in the 
league. Superior instincts enable him to anticipate stunts 
and blitzes and that allows him to set up quickly after the 
snap. Oates is not a great center but understands leverage 
and technique. He’s better blocking for the pass, despite 
having short arms. With his size (6-3, 265), pumped-up 
strength and intelligence, he can deal effectively with (but 
won't dominate) the bigger nose tackles. 

Damian Johnson and Chris Godfrey split time at night 
guard, and they are almost opposites in technique. John- 
son is a huge (6-5, 290) man with the ability to overpower 
with upper-body strength and battering-ram arms. How- 
ever, his balance is subpar and he’s no Mike Kenn protect- 
ing the passer. Godfrey, on the other hand, like Ard and 
Oates, is a technician who isn’t going to overpower 
anyone. Although he can get out on sweeps, he’s at his best 
protecting the passer. He has long arms but they're not 
excessively strong. / 

Second-year man Doug Riesenberg is penciled in as the 
starting right tackle unless Karl Nelson recovers from 
Hodgkin’s disease. Even if he does, Nelson still has a 
serious shoulder problem that will keep him out of the 
lineup. Riesenberg, a defensive tackle until his senior sea- 
son at Cal, has the size, strength and straight-ahead speed 
to develop into a competent player. Still raw, his footwork 
is awkward and his drop-step a tantalizing invitation to 


Spced-xushaets. GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 
QUARTERBACK Remember how they laughed 


when Phil Simms’ name was called as the Giants’ first- 
round pick from Morehead State in 1979? Worry, not 
laughter, preoccupies New Yorkers who stop to ponder 
what the Giants would do without him. In his eight years 
with the Giants, Simms has taken enough punishment to 


send most quarterbacks to the broadcast booth. 

But Simms, a poor man’s Terry Bradshaw, is as tough 
as they come, and just as confident. Despite starting only 
nine games, he finished as the third-highest rated passer in 
the league. The key to his success is his patience in the 
pocket, which also gives rise to his major stumbling block, 
a penchant for getting sacked. Only two teams allowed 
more sacks than the Giants’ 61 (52 nonstrike), and while 
the offensive line slumped from the previous year, it wasn’t 
all its fault. He may lack mobility but he is unfailingly 
accurate — of his nine interceptions, eight were forced by 
pressure. He has the arm strength to go deep, but his 
specialty is the 18-20 yard crossing pattern. He’s also much 
better feathering the ball on short passes. Simms has been 
extremely consistent, but won't put together Marino- or 
Montana-type numbers because the Giants consider 
themselves a power running team. If the young receivers 
mature, don’t be surprised to see a change in philosophy 
allowing Simms to throw first and ask questions later. 

The Giants have not been able to give backup Jeff 
Hostetler the chance to develop his game. Jeff Rutledge 
filled in while Simms was out in 87, and demonstrated he 
has some of the necessary intangibles. Unfortunately, he 
demonstrated more than twice as many interceptions (11) 
as touchdowns (5), and arm strength that cant stretch 


the defense. GRADE (max. 10): 7.5 
RUNNING BACKS ifthere was anyone on the 


Giants who personified what happens to a team the year 
after winning the Super Bowl, it was Joe Morris. He 
simply was not the productive runner in 87 (193-658-3 
TDs) that he had been in 85 and 86. He was slow getting 
outside and was getting caught by pursuit. But while it 
wasn’t apparent in 87, he still has the explosiveness and 
quick first step to cut back and accelerate in and out ofa 
hole. At 27, there’s no reason to think he can’t rebound — 
if he wants to. Nobody is quite sure where Morris’ head is 
right now, and there has been some talk that the Giants 
would be willing to move him. Even at the top of his game, 
Morris is not an adequate receiver or blocker. 

It didn't help that George Adams, who has the strength 
and determination to be a solid player, was a bust as a 
fullback. He lacks quickness and is more of a big tailback. 
When defenses gear up for Morris and Adams ends up 
with the rock, he’s a load. But don’t expect to see him cut 
back or high-step his way into the clear, he’s strictly 
straight-line. On pass routes, Adams has soft hands and 
can beat most linebackers without trouble. He also knows 
how to find the curl patterns vs. the zone. But what the 
Giants need more than an all-around back is a solid 
blocker who can set the table for Morris’ feature act. If 
not, Parcells may opt for a one-back (Morris) offense with 
Adams playing on passing downs. 

Maurice Carthonis known for his blocking and picking 
up blitzing linebackers. He is not known for his rurining or 
pass-catching ability. Lee Rouson, Morris’ backup, is a 
confident player who runs the counter almost as well as 
Morris. He is also a dependable receiver with good con- 
centration. Tony Galbreath, 34, is still effective catching 
passes out of the backfield, but he’s no threat on the 
ground (59 catches but only 135 yards rushing since 1985). 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
DEFENSIVE LINE Anexamination of theskill 


level, experience and depth on the Giants defensive line 
leaves most NFL scouts scratching their heads as to why 
this team collapsed so badly in 87. With a starting front 
three of George Martin, Jim Burt and Leonard Marshall 
backed up by the trio of Eric Dorsey, Erik Howard and 
John Washington, this unit should have been dominant. 
Statistically, they weren't that bad. The Giants defense 
ranked third in the league with an average of 4.41 yards 
allowed per play. But it was the penchant for giving up the 
big play in the fourth quarter that cost this team. 
Martin, 35, slowed considerably in 87. He no longer has 
the upfield burst that made him a threat to get to the 


quarterback or force the big play. Martin, bothered by 
nagging injuries, had five sacks in 12 games, but he was 
only in on 25 tackles for the season, which is rather 
unproductive for an end. If Martin can’t get upfield with 
speed, he’s certainly not going to do it with power. At 250 
pounds, he’s better off digging into his ample bag of tricks 
than slugging it out with the bigger tackles. 

In the middle, Howard will likely take over for Burt. 
Forced into the breach when Burt went down with com- 
pressed vertebrae, Howard was especially effective at tak- 
ing on the center one-on-one. He can get into the backfield 
and make the play with surprising quickness (514 sacks 
and two blocked kicks). At 6-4, Howard is tall for a nose 
tackle, and if he doesn’t make a quick first move, opposing 
centers can neutralize his strength by getting underneath 
him. When Burt was in the lineup, he was a tough, instinc- 
tive battler who kept blockers off the inside linebackers 
but could rarely provide penetration. He has better feel 
defending the run than Howard. 

Marshall’s sack total dropped for the third straight year 
(from 15!4 to 12 to 8), but he’s still an effective performer 
who is equally adept at stopping the run or the pass. 
Despite his hefty (285) appearance, Marshall is an excel- 
lent two-gap end and very athletic with quick feet and a 
strong upper body. His long arms and strong hands are 
lethal weapons, keeping blockers off balance by pounding 
away at the head and shoulders. However, he doesn't have 
the stamina to maintain his effectiveness throughout the 
game. 

Backups Dorsey, 24, and Washington, 25, give the 
Giants a pair of young studs at the ends. Dorsey has 
tremendous power and speed, but is often swallowed up 
by trap blocks and has yet to provide pass-rush help. 
Washington also has superior strength and will only get 


better with more p.t. GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
LINEBACKERS. (This group has youth, strength 


and speed. The two big names, Carl Banks and Lawrence 
Taylor, are both assassins in blue. 

Banks, though, is the more consistent of the two. He 
was recognized as a Pro Bowl starter for the first time and 
his 113 tackles (95 solos) led the Giants. Banks is a real 
killer in the clutch, the type who will get his only sack of 
the game ona third-down play late in the fourth quarter to 
kill a drive. He’s a smash-mouth player who never arm- 
tackles or will grab-and-drag-down. Ballcarriers generally 
run for cover. Equally adept at moving to the play away 
from him or getting an angle on the ballcarrier coming 
right at him, his strong hands help him shed blocks effi- 
ciently. He’s solid vs. the pass. 

Taylor, who still grabs most of the headlines, has been 
great since his drug rehab. His sacks dropped from a 
league-leading 2014 to 12, but his physical ability is far 
from slipping. Taylor, however, loses his concentration at 
times, especially when the Giants find themselves out of 
the ball game. If the team can play closer to its ‘86 form 
expect another superlative year from L.T. His style of play 
can only be described as reckless, and opposing teams 
often succeed. by running inside his full-bore charge. It’s a 
strategy by default since running away from his 
pursuit is a losing proposition. A ferocious hitter who has 
to be accounted for on every play, he’s Job | for every 
opposing game plan. 

Pepper Johnson replaced Gary Reasons and started all 
12 nonstrike games. More athletic than Reasons, Johnson 
was third on the Giants with 75 tackles. Few inside backers 
around the league move anywhere near as well, and he’s a 
tremendous hitter with a Taylor-like mean streak. A big 
talker, he needs to diagnose better and become more 
consistent. 

Harry Carson may be old and slow, but he is still the 
spiritual leader of his team. He’s also a smart, experienced 
player who finished second to Banks in tackles with 94. 
He’s not often in the backfield for big losses (just one sack), 
and his lack of range limits his territory to between the 
tackles. 

Backups Andy Headen, Byron Hunt, Robbie Jones and 
Reasons would start for many teams. Reasons is excellent 
against the pass, while Jones is solid against the run. Hunt, 
a veteran who’s been around for eight years, lacks size but 
is a good athlete. Headen usually fills in for Taylor, runs 
well but tends to stick to blocks. 


GRADE (max. 10): 8.5 
DEFENSIVE BACKS when Mark Collins 


had a bad neck and couldn’t answer the bell, the Giants 
had to start slow-footed Herb Welch at the left corner 
spot. So much for depth. At the top of his game, Collins is 
one of the better cover men in the league with his excellent 
speed and back-pedal. He knows the game and his oppo- 
nents surprisingly well for a third-year player. Collins 
improved his tackling somewhat, but he still is a grabber 


Phil Simms 


who doésn't usually wrap up his man. A good athlete, 
Collins needs to improve his hands (just two picks in '87). 

At right corner, Perry Williams is bigger and faster but 
isn't as fluid and lacks Collins’ feel for the ball. He had 
only one interception and often found himself chasing 
receivers instead of covering them. Williams is aggressive 
and a strong hitter, but must have good support from the 
safeties. Backup Wayne Haddix, a free agent with excel- 
lent speed and jumping ability, isnot overly instinctive or 
a real threat to challenge. 

The best of the defensive backs is free safety Terry 
Kinard. A big-play type, Kinard had a 70-yard intercep- 
tion return for a touchdown in the opening loss to the 
Bears but was not as effective after suffering a serious knee 
injury at the end of the 86 season. His superb range was 
not there, nor were his typically keen ball reactions. Still, 
Kinard led the team with five interceptions, and is a solid 
tackler who rarely gets juked out of position. Backup Greg 
Lasker is a decent cover man who plays better in workouts 
than on Sunday afternoons. 

Strong safety Kenny Hill, who provides fair support on 
running plays, appeared to lose a step on coverage. At 30, 
he no longer has enough range or the speed to hang with 
tight ends, so he gets by on positioning and experience. 
He’s a quick study who knows his opponents, but that’s 
cold comfort to Parcells when he sees Hill getting beat 
deep regularly. Adrian White could step in for Hill in 88. 
He’s a super-strong and aggressive hitter with a great 
body, excellent speed and an often too-hot temper. If he 
calms down, he will be an asset to a secondary that needs 
athletic players. But if he doesn’t, his penchant for over- 
zealous play and penalty flags will get old. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
SPECIAL TEAMS. This area was an out-and- 


out disaster for the Giants, as coverage on both punts and 
kickoffs was horrible. The Giants finished as the worst 
team in the league in punt return differential and 21st in 
kickoff return differential. The Giants barely got down thé 
field, let alone busted a wedge or funneled returns to the 
middle. The return teams were also pathetic. In fact, you 
have to go back to 1977 for the Giants’ last punt return for 
a TD, and to "72 for the last score on a kickoff. 

Raul Allegre had a steady season, connecting on 17 of 
27 field goal attempts, but he was only 5 of 13 on kicks 
from 40 yards or more. Punter Sean Landeta’s 60-yard 
line drives get some of the blame for the team’s inability to 
stop the big return, but he did drop 13 balls inside the 20. 


GRADE (max. 10): 3.5 
COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION Some cracks in the founda- 


tion started to show and after the season Parcells was 
mentioned as one of the top candidates for the Raiders’ 


head coaching job. Parcells never said anything about 
working for his good friend Al Davis, and it was largely 
media speculation that placed him in Los Angeles. Par- 
cells can be an effective motivator, but after a season in 
which the Giants definitely underachieved, he must prove 
he can get the team to perform up to its capabilities. His 
assistants are strong technicians and capable teachers. 
Former Patriot Head Coach Ron Erhardt is an under- 
rated offensive coordinator who knows how to adjust his 
game plan to his opponents’ weaknesses. 

General Manager George Young was criticized during 
the strike for not going after the best athletes available. But 
Young is also the architect of this extremely talented unit 
which is almost certain to make a major improvement. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.5 


DRAFT The Giants went after offensive linemen 
with a purpose. By picking Big Ten tackles Eric Moore 
and John Elliott in the first two rounds, the Giants intend 
to solidify an area that has been hurt by Benson’s retire- 
ment and Nelson’s illness. Moore combines superior speed 
and footwork with decent strength. Elliott is huge and can 
overpower defenders at the point of attack. He has the 
ability to dominate his opponents with his,strong arms, 
but is not the most intense player and needs a dose of 
aggressiveness. 

Cornerback Sheldon White, taken in the third round, 
has excellent speed and is strong on man-to-man coverage. 
He should be able to make a contribution in his rookie 
year, but will have to concentrate better in the pro game. 
As a result, he’s a bit of a reach. 


1988 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): |. (10,10) 
ERIC MOORE, OT, Indiana; 2. (9,36) JOHN ELLIOTT, OT, Michigan; 3. (8,62) 
SHELDON WHITE, DB, Miami (OH); 4. (10,92) RICKY SHAW, LB, Oklahoma 


State; 5. (9,118) JON CARTER, DE, Pittsburgh; 6. (8,145) DAVID HOULE, OG, 


Michigan State; 7. (10,175) MIKE PEREZ, QB, San Jose State; 7. (21,186) 
DANTA WHITAKER, TE, Mississippi Valley State; 8. (9,202) SAMMY LILLY, 
DB, Georgia Tech; 10. (10,259) ERIC HICKERSON, DB, Indiana; 10. (16,265) 
STEVE WILKES, TE, Appalachian State; I |. (9,286) GREG HARRIS, WR, Troy 
State; 12. (8,313) DAVID FUTRELL, NT, Brigham Young; 12. (18,323) BREN- 
DAN MCCORMACK, DE, South Carolina. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 


T.Q.61.0 


VETERANS ROSTER 


|. NAME POS. 4 . DATE COLLEGE 
Adams, G. 12/22/62 Kentucky 
Allegre, R. 6/15/59 Texas 
Anderson, 0. 11/19/57 Miami 

Ard, B. 3/12/59 Wake Forest 
Baker, S. 8/30/64 Fresno St. 
Banks, C. 8/29/62 Michigan St 
Bavaro, M. 4/28/63 Notre Dame 
Burt, J. 6/7/59 Miami 
Carson, H. 11/26/53 S, Carolina St. 
Carthon, M. 4/24/61 Arkansas St. 
Clayton, H. 4/4/61 Florida St. 
Collins, M. 1/16/64 Cal-Fullerton 
Dorsey, E. 8/5/64 Notre Dame 
Galbreath, T. 1/29/54 Missouri 
Godfrey, C. 5/17/58 Michigan 
Haddix, W. 7/23/65 Liberty 
Headen, A. 7/8/60 Clemson 
Hill, K. 7/25/58 Yale 
Hostetler, J. 4/22/61 W. Virginia 
Howard, E. 11/12/64 Washington St. 
Hunt, B. 12/17/58 SMU 

Ingram, M. 8/23/65 Michigan St 
Johnson, D. 12/18/62 Kansas St 
Johnson, T. 7/29/64 Ohio St 
Jones, R. 12/25/59 Alabama 
Kinard, T. 11/24/59 Clemson 
Landeta, S. 1/6/62 Towson St. 
Lasker, G. 9/28/64 Arkansas 
Manuel, L. 4/13/62 Pacific 
Marshall, L. 10/22/61 LSU 

Martin, G. 2/16/53 Oregon 
McConkey, P. 2/24/57 Navy 
Morgan, D. 2/2/64 Penn State 
Morris, J. 9/15/60 Syracuse 
Mowatt, Z. 3/5/61 — Florida St. 
Nelson, K. 6/14/60 lowa St. 
Oates, B. 12/16/58 Brigham Young 
Reasons, 6. 2/18/62 NW Louisiana St 
Riesenberg, D. 7/22/65 California 
Roberts, W. 8/5/62 Ohio St 
Robinson, S. 2/19/62 N. Dakota St. 
Rouson, L. 10/18/62 Colorado 
Rutledge, J. 1/22/57 Alabama 
Simms, P. 11/3/56 Morehead St. 
Taylor, L. 2/4/59 _N. Carolina 
Turner, 0. 10/12/64 NW Louisiana St. 
Washington, J. 2/20/63 Oklahoma St. 
Welch, H. 1/12/61 UCLA 

White, A. 4/6/64 Florida 
Williams, P. 203 5/12/61 N. Carolina St. 
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DALLAS 


COWBOYS; 


HEAD COACH: TOM LANDRY 
‘(354), Kevin Gogan (310) and Mark Tuinei (295), the 


1987 RECORD: 7-8 


At least the mystique is finally gone. Teams no longer 
expect to go into Texas Stadium and get blown away bya 
complex offense capable of putting points on the board 
almost at will. They no longer expect to get stomped by a 
big-play defense. Instead, opposing teams now walk into 
Texas Stadium and expect to find a very average football 
team. With the exception of those rare occasions when 
head coach Tom Landry’s crew manages to find the inspi- 
ration somewhere, they’re rarely disappointed. 

After a 7-9 record in ’86, the Cowboys “improved” to 
7-8 in °87. And that mark is deceiving because two of the 
wins came from the powerful replacement team that Tex 
Schramm and Gil Brandt pieced together. But there is a 
ray of hope. Just when it appeared the Cowboys were 
about to go south at the end of the season, they rallied and 
came alive. A late comeback in Week 13 nearly dumped 
the Redskins at RFK, and wins over the streaking Rams 
and Cardinals in the last two games indicated the patient 
was still breathing. However, aches, fevers and runny 
noses will continue until they get some healthy production 
from the quarterback and linebackers. And a likely change 
of ownership — the second in four years — further magni- 
fies that Dallas is not the franchise it used to be. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 


TIGHT END There may bea few home-run hitters 
in the Metroplex, but all of them are playing in Arlington 
Stadium for the Rangers, and not running go routes for 
the Cowboys. Right now, with Mike Sherrard’s leg prob- 
lems likely to keep him out another season, the only 
game-breaking receiver the team has is Herschel Walker. 

At 33, Mike Renfro, who really never had any speed to 
lose, may be the slowest starting wide receiver in the 
league. But he’s got Largent-like concentration and still 
plays like he has to prove himself on every play even 
though he’s been around for 11 years. He’s a great third 
down receiver who operates well out of the slot or in 
motion. His out-and-up move is deceptively quick and one 
of the best in the league. As a supporting cast member, 
Renfro fills the order, but as the lead receiver, corners like 
Washington’s Darrell Green can take the day off. 

Opposite Renfro is Kelvin Edwards, a preseason Saints’ 
cut who turned heads during the replacement games, then 
started six times post-strike. At 6-2, 205, Edwards is the 
Cowboys’ biggest target amongst the wideouts. He has 
good straight-line speed and decent hands. However, he 
rounds off too‘many patterns, doesn’t come back well for 
the ball and is still in the primer stage of reading coverage 
rotations. Mike Sherrard would, and could, be the starter 
if he makes it back from a twice-broken leg. Tall (6-2) and 
lithe, Sherrard is best on deep patterns with his speed and 
exceptional leaping ability. He had 41 catches (18.1 avg., 5 
TDs) as a rookie in 86, and the Cowboys need him back if 
they hope to generate any bomb scares. 

One man who may be able to give the Cowboys a little 
more zip is Everett Gay, the second-year man from Texas 
who spent much of last season on injured reserve with an 
ankle problem. Gay has size, speed and ability, but is very 
raw and inconsistent. 

With a new emphasis on throwing to the tight end in ’87, 
Doug Cosbie’s reception total increased from 28 to 35 in 
four fewer games. At 32, Cosbie is on the downside of his 
career, and doesn’t get deep anymore. He runs just as 
reckless over the middle, though, and has a nose for the 
markers. If Steve Pelluer can adjust to receivers other than 
Walker, he may discover Cosbie can be a productive 
weapon. His backup, Thornton Chandler, was a major 
disappointment with only five catches. Chandler is a high- 
caliber athlete with size, strength and the speed to split the 
safeties. His numerous mental lapses also give coaches 
splitting headaches and he’s not as steady a blocker as 


Cosbie. GRADE (max. 10): 4.0 
OFFENSIVE LINE The Cowboys’ finesse games 


up front are gone. Today, we’re talking big, bigger... and 
bad. Despite bulk, Jeff Zimmerman (330), Nate Newton 


84 


STADIUM: TEXAS (63,855) 


group is very young, lacks cohesiveness and is exposed 
against speedy pass rushers. 

But line coach Jim Erkenbeck did manage to get this 
group going in a positive direction during the final three 
weeks of the season. Second-year man Newton and rookie 
Gogan started playing much more intelligent football, 
using their weight and strength to get position on defend- 
ers, and helped the Cowboy running game get untracked. 
But with Newton’s offseason fat explosion — he was at 
325 at the end of the season — the progress at left guard 
may have come to a blubbery halt. He has surprisingly 
good feet, gets into the defender’s body quickly and sets up 
well on the pass. He doesn't use his hands particularly well 
and with a center of gravity always in flux, he tends to get 
knocked on his heels too often when he’s in reverse gear. 
Coaches worry, too, what effect his obesity will have on his 
durability. Despite his size, right side tackle Gogan is not 
an overwhelming run blocker and plays too much of a 
finesse game. Still, he knows how to use his hands, has 
decent feet and is mobile and massive enough to force 
DE’s to take the long way home. 

Tom Rafferty, at 32, was once the key for this line, but 
he no longer has the quickness or the strength to deal with 
the best nose and defensive tackles around the league. Do 
you want to see Dave Butz smile? Just mention Rafferty’s 
name. At right guard, Crawford Ker is a very emotional 
and tenacious player who depends on strength to get the 
job done. A very powerful and explosive blocker, he’s 
capable of delivering a staggering initial blow and is good 
for a couple of pancakes a game. Ker, who has ordinary 
agility, isn’t as effective blocking on the move or keeping 
his quarterback’s health intact. 

Mark Tuinei was the starter at left tackle until a knee 
shelved him for the final month. Even if healthy, he'll have 
to win his job back from second-year man Daryle Smith. 
Tuinei is quicker than most Dallas offensive linemen but 
despite his 6-5, 295 frame has problems with bull-rushers 
and can be overpowered. So can Smith (6-5, 278). 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 
QUARTERBACK 6 this time last year, the 


Cowboys were getting ready for life without Danny White 
as their Number One quarterback for the first time since 
the Roger Staubach era. One year later, the transition is 
just as muddled, if not more so. The problems started 
when heir apparent Steve Pelluer performed pitifully in 
the preseason. Cowboy coaches could not even project 
him into the starting lineup, even under emergency 
circumstances. 

The only alternative the Cowboys had was White, and 
he was forced to play with an injured right wrist. How bad 
was the wrist? Well, Johnny, it was so bad that White 
couldn’t even throw the ball away when he was trying to. 
Sometimes the ball would just float away because his wrist 
would just lock up on him. Still, with his expertise at 
reading defenses, he managed to complete 215 of 362 for 
almost a 60 percent completion rate. However, his inter- 
ceptions outnumbered his touchdowns 17 to 12, and his 
7.23 yards per attempt was nothing to write home about. 
Never one to command Staubach-like respect, White 
hardly endeared himself to his teammates by playing dur- 
ing the strike. 

As the disaster rolled on last season, Landry realized he 
wouldn't be any worse off with Pelluer than he was with 
White. Pelluer has the size (6-4) and quickness to escape 
defenders (his 5.7 rushing average led Cowboy regulars), 
and with a little confidence improved on his preseason. 
Pelluer started making a few other right moves, like going 
to Walker on a regular basis. Eventually, he started to look 
downfield for Renfro and Cosbie. As a result, the offense 
actually looked proficient in closing wins over the Rams 
and Cardinals. Despite average arm strength, he’s an accu- 
rate short-to-medium range passer with a nice touch. If he 
succeeds as a starter, he'll do it with intelligence, instincts 
and sufficient athletic ability. The overwhelming physical 
tools are simply not there, but the makings of a poised, 


Herschel Walker 


efficient quarterback are. 
Kevin Sweeney is short and lacks the arm strength to 
drive the ball deep, but is a management favorite. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 
RUNNING BACKS.  Therocket-man, Herschel 


Walker, is anything but the prototypical NFL running 
back. Sure, he has the size, speed and strength that any 
NFL general manager would want coming out of the 
backfield, but Walker has never had the moves. The next 
time he runs a pass route and puts a wrinkle on a DB or 
linebacker, it'll be his first. With Herschel, it’s basically 
straight-line running. 

Not that it’s held Walker back from making a name for 
himself in the NFL. If a hole materializes in the direction 
that Walker's accelerating, he can blow through it like few 
others (a la his 60-yard TD run in overtime against New 
England). Or, if there’s no hole to burst through, Walker 
can simply move the pile. Give him two steps to get going, 
and you're likely to find a linebacker or defensive back 
clinging to him 10 yards beyond the line of scrimmage. 
The key to stopping Walker is getting him to go east-west 
and not allowing him to square his shoulders to scrim- 
mage. An effective receiver, Walker prefers to isolate a 
linebacker or take a swing pass and go into his human 
bowling ball routine. Walker’s biggest problem is that 
there’s nobody who can take the pressure off of him. With 
60 receptions and 209 rushing attempts, Herschel is the 
focal point of all that the Cowboys do. 

Obviously, Tony Dorsett and Walker in the same back- 
field didn’t work out. The Cowboys felt that Dorsett had 
lost a little bit of everything: quickness, strength, speed, 
moves and most of all, durability. A regular on the trade 
rumor mill, touchdown Tony will likely be wearing a 
different jersey (probably Denver) in "88. 

Timmy Newsome returns to the role of Walker’s back- 
field mate. A solid blocker who runs a decent pass route, 


Newsome is a get-the-job-done kind of athlete. He has 
very little flash, but makes very few mistakes. Backup 
Darryl Clack doesnt have Newsome’s strength as a 
blocker, but has more breakaway ability as evidenced by 
his 21.9 kickoff return average. 
LATE NOTE: Dorsett was traded to Denver. 

GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 


DEFENSIVE LINE Statistically, it was a season 
of rebirth for the oldest man on the Cowboy defensive line, 
left end Ed “Too Tall” Jones, who at 37 managed 10 sacks, 
after recording only 514 in 86. Interestingly, it was only the 
third time in his career that he registered a double-figure 
sack total. Although three of those sacks came in one 
"replacement game against the Jets, Jones was playing with 
new verve in the final stages of the season, and was once 
again using his long, strong arms to upset opposing right 
_ tackles in his zeal to get to the quarterback. Jones 
| Femained consistent against the run, though he can no 
longer eat up ground in pursuit. ; 
Once the master of the bull-rush, tackle Randy White, 
"35, continued his downward slide. He no longer locates the 
ball quickly and succumbs too often to trap and sucker 
plays, which never used to happen. At one time, White 
could virtually whip every center and guard with his mas- 
sive strength and quickness. Age, however, has taken its 
tollas have nagging injuries to his hamstring, shoulder and 
neck. On those rare weeks when White is feeling strong, 
the Cowboys don't give up much yardage on rushing 
plays, especially up the middle, as evidenced by their 
eighth place (nonstrike) finish in rushing defense. Nowa- 
days, the Cowboys are even talking about using White as a 
stand-up end to relieve him from some of the inside 
pounding. 

As far as the young studs on the line go, defensive 
coordinator Ernie Stautner can’t be too pleased. Left 
tackle Kevin Brooks has simply not responded in game 
situations the way a first round (85) draft choice is sup- 
posed to. Brooks has the necessary speed but not the 
strength to deal with some of the bigger guards around the 
league. The upright Brooks only got to the quarterback 
three times in 87, but more disturbing than that is his lack 
of concentration. One minute he appears ready to domi- 
nate a game, and the next he’s missed another assignment. 
With his ability and quick first step, the Cowboys won't 
give up on him yet, but 88 appears to be a make-or-break 
year for Brooks. 

Right end Jim Jeffcoat had a disastrous year when the 
Cowboys needed him most. After the 33-24 victory over 
the Giants on Monday night in October, Jeffcoat contrib- 
uted virtually nothing until the last two games of the 
season. It’s bad enough that his sack total dropped from 14 
to five, but the fact remains he is too often out of position 
against the run and misses too many tackles. At his size 
(6-5, 263), Jeffcoat depends on speed to get the job done, 
and opposing offensive tackles became increasingly famil- 
iar with his outside move. His head fakes to the inside were 
no longer enough. 

First-round draftee Danny Noonan signed his contract 
far too late to make an immediate impact with the Cow- 
boys. However, he made solid progress and played the run 
well from the tackle spot. Noonan has a superior size- 
speed ratio, but his great attribute is his competitiveness. A 
weight room junkie, Noonan does not have the upfield 
acceleration of White and needs to disengage blockers 
better. 

Backup defensive ends Don Smerek and Mark Walen 
are enthusiastic but shy on ability. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
LINEBACKERS a Thanksgiving Day broken 


fibula ended what was a stirring comeback season for 
MLB Eugene Lockhart. He had regained the intensity and 
drive that had been absent the last two seasons. Lockhart 
is no Mike Singletary reading offenses but he anticipates 
well even if he does lack speed (especially in reverse). 
Despite missing the final four games of the season, Lock- 
hart still finished third on the team in tackles with 80. His 
replacement, rookie free agent Ron Burton, has good 
speed and made many of his plays in pursuit. He's a 
natural outsider and, if he doesn’t win a spot this year, at 
least gives the Cowboys something they have not had ina 
long time — some versatility and depth. As a tackler, he’s 
more wrapper than pounder. 

Two weeks after Lockhart went down, leftside backer 
Mike Hegman broke the same bone against the Redskins. 
At 35, the Cowboys arent counting on much more from 
Hegman although he was having a much better season 
than he did the year before (his sacks increased from one to 
three). Hegman doesn't have the right size or speed, but he 
is rarely out of position and plays relatively error-free. 

Steve DeOssie made enough progress to earn a shot at a 


starting position. And that’s the best testimony to the 
weak state of this unit. DeOssie lacks mobility and quick- 
ness, and is better suited for the inside or strongside out- 
side spot. Closer to 6-0 than 6-2, DeOssie’s big-hitter 
reputation got left behind in college; he’s been more dud 
than thud lately. The other starter, Jeff Rohrer, is proba- 
bly the most consistent of the backers. After five years of 
basically playing stay-at-home, dont get embarrassed 
football, Rohrer took a vocal, leadership role and also 
came up with four sacks artd two fumble recoveries from 
his right outside post. No one is comparing him to Law- 
rence Taylor, but he did provide a spark ina unit woefully 
lacking in big-play types. 

This group is desperately lacking the big hitter who can 
tuyn a game — ora season — around. Only Lockhart and 
reserve Jesse Penn managed an interception during the 
season. Penn, as inconsistent as he is athletic, slips into 
passing lanes quickly and canclose ina hurry. He also gets 
sucked in too quickly and too often finds himself in no 
man’s land — four yards off scrimmage and out of plays. 


GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 
DEFENSIVE BACKS (The Cowboy defensive 


backfield lives and dies with cornerbacks Everson Walls 
and Ron Francis. That’s because the safeties, Bill Bates 
and Michael Downs, do too much standing around to 
provide adequate coverage help. As a result, the Cowboys’ 
pass defense (nonstrike) was third worst in the league. 

In Bates’ case, that’s understandable because he has 
virtually no speed to catch up to big-play wideouts around 
the league. At strong safety, Bates is a devastating tackler 
and perhaps the best delay blitzer in the business. He is 
excellent at playing off blocks and staying in position to 
unload on ballcarriers. Unfortunately, he’s also about as 
much help on defensing deep routes as “Super Ray,” the 
old man who dances around on the Texas Stadium 
sidelines. 

At free safety, Michael Downs came up with one more 
interception (4) than Bates did, but he had a disappointing 
season. Downs has decent speed and fine athletic ability 
and should be able to make more plays — he was only 
credited with eight passes defensed — but his first step was 
pathetically tardy. Like Bates, Downs provides good run 
support, but big backs can bowl him over, especially when 
he gets caught flat-footed, which was often in °87. If defen- 
sive back coach Dick Nolan is growing tired of watching 
receivers run free in the secondary, he could consider 
replacing Bates and Downs with five-year vets Vince 
Albritton and Victor Scott. Good athletes with less punch 
but greater big-play potential, both prefer to play the 
receiver's body instead of the ball. 

Walls is in a class by himself. Despite a contractual 
dispute with management that clouded his season, Walls 
remained one of the very best cover men in the league. He 
led the team in interceptions with five and was spectacular 
at knocking balls away at the last minute, defensing 19 
passes. Walls is not the fastest player around, but his 
acceleration to the ball, uncanny instincts and good hands 
allow him to make the big plays when it looks like he’s 
beaten. 

Francis stepped right in and started at right cornerback. 
At 5-9, he got burned deep at times because he lacks great 
catch-up speed. However, he is a very tough and physical 
player with a great forearm shiver, excellent hands and a 
strong emotional makeup. When he gets beaten, he stays 
aggressive and doesn't go into a shell. With the slightest 
improvement from the safety position, Francis could 
emerge and give the Cowboys one of the top cornerback 


pairings in the league. 
GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 


SPECIAL TEAMS whenthe Cowboys decided 


to replace placekicker Rafael Septien with unknown 
Roger Ruzek, it appeared that special teams would be 
nothing short of a disaster. But Ruzek came through with 
an absolutely sensational season (22 of 25 field goals). 
While none of Ruzek’s kicks came from more than 50 
yards, he was 9 for 11 from the 40 out. While he may not be 
able to match that in 88, the kicking game appears solid. 
Punter Mike Saxon is also steady, if not spectacular. 
While he seldom roots out the long, ooh-and-ahh boom- 
ing kicks, he has a knack of placing the ball effectively. 
With Kelvin Martin returning punts and Darryl Clack 
kicks, the Cowboys finished in the top third in both cate- 
gories. As usual, Bates anchored the coverage teams. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.5 
COACHING/ 


ORGANIZATION For the first time in his 
career with the Cowboys, Landry was openly questioned 
from above. Owner Bum Bright said he could not fathom 
what the Cowboys were doing in a midseason loss to the 


5 


‘ Lions, and Vice President Tex Schramm also questioned 


his longtime associate’s game plan. But after a few weeks 
of guerrilla warfare, everything settled down and Landry 
remains firmly entrenched as head coach. As a matter of 
fact, his retirement, which was thought to be no more than 
two or three years away when Paul Hackett was made 
offensive coordinator before the 1986 season, has been put 
off until the Cowboys return to prominence. Landry plans 
to take back*some of the offensive control he gave to 
Hackett and ge-establish his own play-calling this season. 

Player Personnel Director Gil Brandt still maintains 
one of the best scouting departments in the league. Out- 
smarting itself in recent years, the team has stopped look- 
ing for draft projects and should begin yielding players 
who can step in and produce. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


DRAFT Schramm drafted for need by selecting wide 
receiver Michael Irvin in the first round. Irvin has superior 
speed, is not afraid to go over the middle and is a polished 


‘receiver. Despite his image as a renegade, Irvin is quite 


level-headed and could turn into a team leader. The fact 
that he started for three years in a pro-style offense will 
only accelerate his development. 

Second-round pick Ken Norton, Jr. packs his father’s 
wallop when he meets a ballcarrier head on. Norton has 
excellent pass coverage skills and good range for a line- 


backer, but at 6-2 and 224 may not have the size to last a 


full season. Guard Mark Hutson is strong and explosive 
and was the leader of the Oklahoma offensive line. He'll 
need work on his pass blocking, but he’s coming into one 
of the Cowboys’ weakest areas. 


1888 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): 1. (11.11) 
MICHAEL IRVIN, WR, Miami (FL); 2. (14,41) KEN NORTON, LB, UCLA; 3. 
(13,67) MARK HUTSON, OG, Oktfahoma; 4. (12,94) DAVE WIDELL, OT, 
Boston College; 6. (14,151) SCOTT SECULES, QB, Virginia; 7. (13,178) OWEN 
HOOVEN, OT, Oregon State; 8. (12,205) MARK HIGGS, RB, Kentucky, 9. 
(11,232) BRIAN BEDFORD, WR, California (Berkeley), 10. (14,263) BILLY 
OWENS, DB, Pittsburgh; 11. (13,290) CHAD HENNINGS, DE. U.S. Air Force 
Academy; 12. (12,317) BEN HUMMEL, LB, UCLA. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


T.Q.56.0 


VETERANS ROSTER 
BIRTH. 


HT. . OATE COLLEGE 

62 7/23/62 Washington 
6-1 9/8/62 Arizona 
6-1 6/6/61 Tennessee 
66 2/9/63 = Michigan 
6-1 §/2/64 North Carolina 
65 11/27/63 Alabama 

§-10 10/29/63 Arizona St. 
66 2/27/56 Santa Clara 
6-2 11/22/62 Boston College 
5-11 4/7/54 Pittsburgh 
63 6/9/59 Rice 

62 7/19/64 Liberty 
65 

63 

59 

62 

67 

60 

61 
510 
6-5 

69 

63 


WO, NAME 

36 Albritton, V. 
Barksdate, R. 
Bates, B. 
Brooks, K. 
Burton, R. 
Chandler, T. 
Gack, D. 
Cosbie, D. 
DeOssie, S. 


a 


3/21/58 Utah 
6/9/62 Stephen F. Austin 
4/7164 Baylor 
10/23/64 Texas 
11/2/64 Washington 
2/6/63 
2268 «1/17/53 Tennessee St. 
10/20/64 Utah 
411/61 Arizona St. 
2/23/51 Tennessee St. 
$/5/62 Florida 
3/8/61 Houston 
5/14/65 Boston College 
5/17/58 Winston-Salem St. 
12/20/61 Florida A&M 
7114/65 Nebraska 
7129162, Washington 
9/6/62 Virginia Tech 
8/2/54 Penn St. 
6/19/55 TCU 
12/25/58 Yale 
12/17/60 Weber State 
7/10/62 San Diego St. 
6/1/62 Colorado 
6/21/63 UCLA 
266 «12/10/57 Nevaca-Reno 
1/18/64 Tennessee 
12/3/62 Grambling 
11/16/63 Fresno St. 
2/21/58 Brigham Young 
3/31/60 Hawaii 
3/10/63 UCLA 
3/3/62 Georgia 
12/28/59 Grambling 
2/9/52 Arizona St. 
12/9/64 Michigan 
1/15/53 Maryland 
1/10/65 Florida 
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Pelluer, S. 
Penn, J. 
Rafferty. T. 
Renfro, M. 
Rolver, J. 
Ruzek, R. 
Saxon, M. 
Scott, V. 
Sherrard, M. 
Smerek, 0. 
Smith, 0. 
Smith, R. 
Sweeney, K. 
Titensor, G. 
Tuinei, M. 
Waten, M. 
Walker, H. 
Walls, E. 
White, D. 
White, G. 
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PHOENIX 


1987 RECORD: 7-8 


After months and months of speculation, Bill Bidwill 
finally packed his bags on a cold January morning and 
took his Cardinals to Phoenix for the winter — and 
summer. That’s not to say, however, that all the fans back 
in St. Louis were terribly distraught at saying good-bye to 
a franchise mired in 27 years of mediocrity (179-194-14). 
Just three playoff appearances, one division title and no 
(count-’em, zero) playoff wins were the hallmark of Car- 
dinal football since the move to the Gateway City from 
Chicago in 1960. 

And unless the Cardinals’ latest move is indeed a move 
in the positive direction, the sentiment could soon be the 
same in the Valley of the Sun. As St. Louis and Baltimore 
have recently proven, even the novelty of an NFL fran- 
chise wears off without success. 

But there is hope. Last year’s 7-8 record (with six of 
those losses decided by a touchdown or less) was a major 
improvement over the 4-1 1-1 record of 1986. Only a 21-16 
loss at Dallas on the regular season’s final day kept the 
Cards from making the playoffs. Thanks to Neil Lomax’s 
best season in three years, coach Gene Stallings has a 
viable offense. There’s talent at the skill positions and 
some decent depth as well. 

If the Cardinals can get off to a decent start — three of 
their first five games are on the road, with Dallas and 
Washington at home — the sheer thirst of Phoenix's 
NFL-parched fans could make Sun Devil Stadium an 
unsavory stop for NFC East foes. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END ifit weren't for J.T. Smith, there’s no 


telling what might have befallen the St. Louis Cardinals in 
1987. Smith, 32, was tops in the league in both catches (91) 
and yardage (1,117) and had eight touchdowns. Not bad 
for a guy who only three years ago had been cut by the 
Kansas City Chiefs after catching just 25 passes between 
1982-84. 

Realizing that Smith lacked the stopwatch speed, the 
Chiefs figured the talent just wasn’t there, either. What 
they didn’t realize was that, given the spotlight, Smith can 
be a show-stopper. His 214 receptions in his three years 
with the Cardinals includes more (171) during the last two 
years than any other NFL player.Smith has the hands, 
leaping ability and athleticism that make pass-catching 
appear second nature. An alert player with solid technique 
and consistent routes, Smith has unflinching courage 
going over the middle and an indomitable work ethic. 

J.T. won't hurt you deep, however. Of the NFC’s top 40 
pass-catchers, only one wide receiver (Detroit’s Jeff 
Chadwick, 36 yards) had a “long” catch shorter than 
Smith’s 38 yards. You have to go 29 deep in the AFC to 
find a wide receiver (Wes Chandler, San Diego) whose 
long catch was less than Smith’s. But when it comes to 
finding the first down chain, or shielding a defensive back 
from getting to an errant pass, count on Smith. 

Roy Green is another oldie but goodie. Green, 31, still 
has 4.4 speed but is no longer afforded a 10-yard cushion 
by defensive backs. As a matter of fact, Green is no longer 
the receiver that Lomax looks for in crunch time. Sure, he 
caught 43 passes for 731 yards and four TDs last year, but 
the most minor of injuries had a way of forcing Green out 
of the lineup. Cardinal observers questioned Green’s atti- 
tude throughout the season but apparently the desert air 
agrees with him — he looked rejuvenated in mini-camp. 
While Smith knows how to knife his way through the 
secondary, Green prefers his foot through the floorboard. 
Backups Troy Johnson and Don Holmes.are speedy and 

_ athletic, but until one catches onto the Cardinal passing 
game depth here is suspect. - 


The Cardinals’ improvement at tight end was dramatic. 


In °86, the tight ends caught 26 passes for 315 yards and no 
touchdowns. In °87, the totals increased to 63-788-9. Rook- 
ie Robert Awalt gave the offense a dimension it hasn’t had 
in almost a decade and its biggest boost. Although he 
needs to improve his blocking in-line and on the move, 
Awalt is no slouch. And when given the chance, he proved 


86 


HEAD COACH: GENE STALLINGS STADIUM: SUN DEVIL (72,391) 


to be a dependable receiver. Awalt rang up 42 receptions 
for 526 yards in starting the Cards’ final nine games, 
eliciting memories of vintage Jackie Smith. Awalt is a 
huge target (6-5, 250, 4.8 speed) with soft hands and a good 
feel for the passing game. 

Tight end Jay Novacek, who grabbed 20 passes for 254 
yards and three touchdowns, is a bull who’s fairly profi- 
cient at dragging defenders downfield after the catch. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
OFFENSIVE LINE This group took off after 


Week One when, trailing the Dallas Cowboys 13-3 with 
two minutes remaining, the Cards scored three times fora 
stirring comeback win. Lomax and Green got the head- 
lines but it was perfect pocket protection which provided 
Lomax the luxury of finding a wide open Green. 

Ironically, sacks proved to be the sole blight on an 
otherwise consistent, strong and much-improved perfor- 
mance by the offensive line. Thanks to left tackle Luis 
Sharpe, the star of the group, the only heat Lomax felt on 
his left side was the festering frustration of opposing 
rushers. Not even Washington’s Dexter Manley can out- 
quick the nimble Sharpe, whose footwork and lateral 
movement make him one of the NFL’s premier pass pro- 
tectors and earned him his first trip to the Pro Bowl. 
Sharpe is adept at using his long arms to keep defenders 
from getting to his body. But, at 260, he lacks the bulk to 
sustain his run blocks. He’s fine on the quick-hitting stuff, 
but you won’t find running plays to his side listed in the 
Cards’ bread-and-butter directory. 

Sharpe was joined on the left by rookie guard Todd 
Peat, a huge man (6-2, 300) and the near antithesis of 
Sharpe. Peat, an 1]th-round draft choice, lacks the foot 
speed of his partner and his drop-step is not yet NFL- 
caliber. However, his physical strength cannot be ques- 
tioned, and it allows him to dominate on run-blocking. 
Peat shows surprising balance on most run assignments 
despite a rotund stomach. His attitude carried him a long 
way as a rookie after some horrible performances in the 
preseason. Peat came on in practice, got a chance to play 
and earned the last eight starts. 

Derek Kennard came from the back of the pack to 
provide solid leadership at center. After watching him for 
two years at guard, offensive line coach Tom Bresnahan 
sensed Kennard had the head for center, and the transition 
was relatively smooth. With strong hands and a powerful 
lower body, Kennard did a solid job of neutralizing nose 
tackles. Kennard may not have the overall quickness of the 
league’s top centers, but few can match him in strength. 
Kennard lacks consistency, durability and won't be con- 
fused with Sharpe on pass blocking, but few teams put 
serious pressure on Lomax from up the middle. His 
backup, Mike Ruether, is another very strong, explosive 
blocker with marginal agility. 

Right guard Lance Smith had a solid, injury-free season 
and continued his development. Smith is too short (6-2) to 
be an effective tackle, but fit in quite well at guard. A 
strong in-line blocker, he has good explosion and athletic 
ability but his drop-step on pass protection is only average. 
However, he picked up the nuances of his position fairly 
well, and can be expected to improve because of his solid 
training-room ethic. 

Next to Smith at right tackle is the resurgent Tootie 
Robbins, who almost ate himself out of the league in "86. 
Robbins turned things around last year thanks to some 
rediscovered quickness. Although he’s still a 300-pounder, 
Robbins was in much better shape and started every game 
but one. Now in his eighth year, Robbins can be vulnera- 
ble to the. power rusher. He often plays a guessing game, 


-and if he anticipates the outside move by a defensive end 


often leaves a lethal shortcut to the passer. He’s a better 
run-blocker and can engulf defenders on straight-up 
assignments. If Robbins slips to his gluttonous ways, 
expect strong man Gene Chilton to challenge for the 


starting job. 
GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


Vai Sikahema 


QUARTERBACK 4 year ago, it looked like 
Neil Lomax was available to the highest bidder. Lomax 
paid no attention to the trade talk — which fizzled after 
the Raiders refused to offer more than a second round 
choice — and got himself in top condition. He completed 
59.4 percent of his passes for 3,387 yards, and threw for 
twice as many touchdowns (24) as interceptions (12). He 
also quieted critics who said he no longer had the arm 
strength. But the stats don’t really tell the story with 
Lomax. In ’85 and ’86, Lomax was tentative and poor at 
reading defenses. He second-guessed himself as often as 
the pundits in the media did. But 87 saw Lomax emerge 
with an arrogant new attitude. It was just the thing the 
previously downtrodden Cardinal offense needed. 

“Four games illustrated the new Lomax: the aforemen- 
tioned opener against Dallas; a 28-24 loss to San Diego 
that saw the Cardinals rally from a 28-0 deficit; a record- 
setting 31-28 comeback win over the Tampa Bay Bucs on 
Nov. 8 and a 31-19 win at Philadelphia two weeks later. In 
each of those games, Lomax took it upon himself to set the 
tone. In past years, he would have looked the other way, 
sulked or shirked the responsibility. In ’87 he acceptedithe 
burden and that’s largely why the Cards offense ranked 
fourth among NFL teams in non-strike games, averaging 
371.8 yards per game. 

The Cards traded their unsigned number-one draft 
choice, Kelly Stouffer from Colorado State, to Seattle for 
draft picks. Cliff Stoudt never had an opportunity to show 
what he could do but has a strong arm and good mobility. 
He doesn't, however, have much feel for the passing game. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 
RUNNING BACKS Stump Mitchell is among 


the most underrated players in the NFL. In earlier years 
Mitchell would often get off to a good start and wind 
down from the pounding he took. But in 87 the Stump 
* missed a few games early with leg injuries, then came back 
to run for 781 yards on 203 carries. In his last four games 
he reeled off blistering numbers against the Redskins 
(101), Giants (111), Bucs (101) and Cowboys (91). Mitchell 
also caught 45 passes, and can block all but the biggest 
outside linebackers. Mitchell doesn't have the raw speed to 
break away but he is a slashing, instinctive runner who gets 
to a hole quickly and out.of it just as fast. Moreover, even 
at his. stature his-piston=like leg drive allows him to:slam 
through tacklers. He’s at his best cutting back on inside 
running plays. It’s-better for him than the sweep, where 
some of the division’s speedier linebackers can chase him 
down. 
Fullback Earl Ferrell gained 512 yards and had a solid 
4.5 average per carry. The only thing that kept him from 
having a good year was a knee injury that forced him out of 


the last five games of the season. Ferrell is a north-south 
runner with surprising speed, a fearless blocker and a 
soft-handed receiver. His 23 catches were down from his 
86 total of 56 receptions, but that’s because he assumed 
the bulk of the running chores when Mitchell was out. 

Once Ferrell went down, Pro Bowl special-teamer Ron 
Wolfley took over. Wolfley’s a blocking machine, but is 
not much more than a plodder when the ball is in his 
hands, Free agent halfback Derrick McAdoo offers some 
speed (4.3 yards per carry and three touchdowns) as Mitch- 
ell’s understudy, but is not the quickest learner, 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
DEFENSIVE LINE The Cards’ move back to 


the 4-3 was predicated not on the strength of their down 
linemen, but more on the weakness of their linebackers. 
The starting left end, Freddie Joe Nunn, was originally a 
linebacker, but never could grasp the concept that a line- 
backer was supposed to do more than rush the passer. He 
performed much better as a down lineman, where he 
registered 11 sacks in 12 games. Nunn’s speed is his best 
tool. He has the ability to blow by opposing right tackles at 
any time. While he did manage to increase his weight from 
228 to 255 by the end of the season, Nunn still gets pushed 
around vs. the run. However, he was by far the most 
consistent and productive of all the Cardinal defensive 
linemen. 

That's because their best defensive lineman, right end 
David Galloway, missed almost the entire season with a 
broken right arm. Without Galloway, the Cardinals had 
no established players on the line at the start of the season, 
Galloway’s main physical assets are his size (6-3, 279), 
speed, good initial quickness and overall strength, particu- 
larly in his arms and hands. What makes him a special 
football player is his ability to diagnose the play and 
deliver a loud message at the point of attack. Ifanyone on 
the Cardinal defense has football sense, it’s Galloway. 
Equipped to play anywhere on the defensive front, the 
29-year-old Galloway’s biggest problem has been staying 
healthy, The Cardinals suffer when his big-play presence is 
sidelined. 

At the tackles, Bob Clasby and Steve Alvord tried to fill 
the gaps on a defense that ranked 18th in the league 
(non-strike). Clasby is on the tall side for a tackle at 6-5, 
but he has surprising lower body strength and is difficult to 
knock down. From his left tackle spot, Clasby registered 
four sacks despite lacking a potent upfield move. 

Alvord really came on at the end of his rookie season 
and ended up starting six games at right tackle. He didn't 
have a big statistical year (1.5 sacks, only eight tackles), 
but his size, strength and speed kept opponents from 
double-teaming one of his linemates. His football instincts 
appear minimal and he has yet to play up to his 40-time 
(4.8) or bench press. Rookies Colin Scotts and Mark 
Garalczyk served as backups to Alvord and Clasby, 
‘respectively. Scotts recorded two sacks in the opener 
against the Cowboys, but after that did little to deserve any 
notoriety. Garalczyk has decent size at 6-5, 272, but is a 
limited, if hard-working, athlete. Look for some trade 
help. 

End Rod Saddler, a rookie last year, is an explosive 
player who needs more playing time. Curtis Greer battled 
back from two knee operations and played with great 
courage until he went on the disabled list with disc prob- 
lems that could spell early retirement. Before he went 
down, Greer recorded six sacks, second to Nunn. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 
LINEBACKERS inthree of the past four drafts, 


the Cards have selected three outside backers in the first 
round. They currently have four outside first-rounders on 
the roster (Junior, Bell, Nunn and Harvey). Leave it to 
Niko Noga, a 1984 eighth-round choice out of Hawaii, to 
surprise everyone and outplay them all. 

When Stallings installed him as the team’s middle line- 
backer, few thought he would have the coverage skills 
needed to play the position. But Noga attacked that aspect 
of the game the same way he attacks opposing ballcarriers 
— with power and wild abandon, Now we're not talking 
the second coming of Ray Nitschke, but the fiery Noga 
was by far the best of the Cardinal linebackers. Noga is 
strong but nota speedster. He still gets fooled on misdirec- 
tion plays, but his instinct for the game is second only to 
Galloway’s on the Cardinal defense. As far as big plays go, 
Noga ran in a fumble for a touchdown during the fourth 
quarter of the comeback win against the Bucs but, like this 
whole group, has not flashed much. 

Right linebacker E.J. Junior is an impressive physical 
specimen at 6-3 and 235, but is short on intensity. It’s 
obvious that his confidence is almost nil. Last season he 
recorded only two sacks and made only 53 tackles. Junior 
has been on the trading block and has never been one of 


Stallings’ favorite players. He can still run and deliver a 
blow, but he hasn’t translated all that athletic ability into 
big plays. His ball reaction has also slowed; he who hesi- 
tates is lost, and Junior is lost. 

Just about the only’ thing more unbelievable than 
Stouffer’s selection as the sixth player in the ’87 draft was 
left backer Anthony Bell’s selection as the fifth choice in 
86. Last year, Bell improved over his shoddy rookie sea- 
son, but he’s still not a very productive player. He has all 


-the numbers — size, speed, smarts —and works hard, but 


sorely lacks football instincts. Few of his 66 tackles were 
the explosive, concussive hits that were part of his pre- 
draft billing. Bell tends to grab-and-drag-down ballcarri- 
ers, and is not a strong pass rusher either, recording only 
one sack. He did shine in coverage. Bell batted away seven 
passes, more than twice as many as Noga and Junior 
combined. Charlie Baker is the best reserve of the line- 
backing crew, but he’s not very physical and isn’t prone to 


making thee piey: GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 
DEFENSIVE BACKS With 10 interceptions 


for the season, the Cardinals had more pickoffs than only 
the Bucs, Jets and Dolphins — all with nine. Bad hands 
have been as much a problem as lack of speed or 
technique. 

At strong safety, Leonard Smith is an (over) aggressive, 
powerful hitter. He led the Cardinals in tackles with 109 
and is like an extra linebacker against the run. Smith 
batted away 10 passes, but three of those should have been 
interceptions. His next interception will be only his second 
since the end of the ’85 season. His cover skills, once raw 
and stiff, continue to improve but he’s still a poor ball 
athlete. 

Free safety Lonnie Young was supposed to improve his 
hands after making a career out of dropping interceptions. 
Apparently, interception drills did absolutely nothing for 
him. He defensed nine passes in 87 yet only managed to 
pilfer one. Still, he probably had his best year. He ranked 
right behind Smith on the tackle chart with 87 and 
knocked the ball loose four times, three times recovering 
the fumbles. He does a good job playing centerfield, anti- 
cipates well, covers the field and did a good job helping out 
some spotty play at the corner. 

Carl Carter emerged as the Cardinals’ top cornerback 
with 15 passes defensed and one interception. As a rookie 
in 86, Carter’s footwork was inconsistent and he was easy 
meat for head fakes. He improved on that considerably in 
87 but still had trouble with high-caliber receivers like 
Mike Quick, who burned him for two touchdowns in the 
second meeting of the season. He has good recovery speed 
but lacks the sawvy of the league’s veteran corners. Cedric 
Mack lacks that catchup speed but is very aggressive in 
coverage. He can get toasted with a good pump fake from 
the quarterback. His overall coverage skills, particularly 
man-to-man, could get him replaced. Neither he nor Car- 
ter is much help against the run. Free agent Travis Curtis 
showed he could get the ball in the air with five intercep- 
tions in his nickel back role. Two rugged, promising young 
DBs, Tim McDonald and Tim Peoples, are coming off an 
injury-plagued ’87. McDonald, a ball hawk with the size 
for strong safety and the range for free safety, could wind 


up starting at either. GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


SPECIAL TEAMS Since 1978, when Jim Bak- 
ken retired, the Cardinals have been playing musical 
kickers. After former second-round pick John Lee failed, 
the Cards signed Jim Gallery (nine of 19 attempts). At the 
tail end of the season, Stallings brought in retread Al Del 
Greco (four of five). The beat goes on. 

The punting game is no better. Greg Horne and Greg 
Cater managed to give the Cardinals the third-worst net 
punting average in non-strike games. Tom Tupa, this 
year’s third-round pick, has the job locked up. 

Vai Sikahema is perhaps the best combined punt and 
kickoff return man in the league. He is a fearless runner 
with excellent acceleration and vision. He followed a spec- 
tacular rookie season with a consistent second year and 
earned another trip to the Pro Bowl. Wolfley is among the 
top special-team players in the league. There’s no blocker 
he can’t bowl over — and he flows to the ball on coverage. 


GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 


COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION  IfGene Stallings’ first year as a 


head coach with the Cardinals was rife with difficulties, his 
second year had to be labeled a minor success. In his 
rookie year players complained that Stallings was too 
tough on them, but the whining stopped in ’87. The result 
was a competitive team that was only a solid fourth quar- 
ter in the season finale away from beating out the Vikings 


for the final playoff spot. 

But if Stallings and the players have developed a new 
unity, the enigmatic Bidwill is prideful to a fault. His 
stubbornness cost the Cardinals Stouffer, who after sitting 
out the seaSon, eventually was traded to Seattle for a fifth 
round pick and Kenny Easley, who promptly failed the 
physical. The Cards wound up with the Seahawks number 
one pick in 1989, two years and undoubtedly several 
notches down from the No. 6 overall pick spent on 
Stouffer, Interestingly, Bidwill continues to stand by 
Director of Player Personnel George Boone, whose scout- 
ing methods produce unusual! results, to say the least. 


GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 


DRAFT it looks like the Cardinals have once again 
gone after a player who may not be what the doctor 
ordered. Although first-round choice Ken Harvey was one 
of the finest physical specimens available, he may not bea 
very accomplished football player for the |2th pick over- 
all. Harvey has awesome strength (benchpresses 425 
pounds),agility and speed, along with legitimate NFL size. 
Coming out of a weak California prograin, Harvey does 
not have the football instincts that many of the other first 
round defensive choices have. 

Texas Christian’s Tony Jeffery, a speedy cutback 
runner with strong hands, may not be that durable. The 
Cardinals attempted to shore up their poor punting game 
by picking QB-P Tom Tupa in the third round. Tupa has a 
strong leg and generally gets good hang time, but needs to 
get his kicks away quicker. Fifth-round choice Chris 
Gaines is a real producer and could contribute to the 
Cardinal linebacking corps in his rookie season, 


1988 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): |. (12.12) 
KEN HARVEY, LB, California (Berkeley); 2. (11,38) TONY JEFFERY, RB, 
Texas Christian; 3. (14,68) TOM TUPA, QB, Ohio State; 4. (13,95) MICHAEL 
BRIM, DB, Virginia Union; 5. (11,120) CHRIS GAINES, LB, Vanderbilt; 5, 
(23,132) ANTHONY JORDAN, RB, Kansas State; 6. (11,148) JON PHILLIPS, 
OG, Oklahoma; 7, (14.179) ERNIE JONES, WR, Indiana; 8, (13,206) TIM 
MOORE, LB, Michigan State; 9. (12,233) SCOTT DILL, OG, Memphis State; 10. 
(11,260) ANDY SCHILLINGER, WR, Miami (OH); IJ. (14.291) KEITH 
MCCOY, DB, Fresno State; 12. (13,318) CHRIS CARRIER, DB, Louisiana State. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 


VETERANS ROSTER 
BIRTH NFL 


COLLEGE EXP. 
10/2/64 Washington 
4/9/64 San Diego St. 
9/26/57 New Mexico 
7/2/64 Michigan St. 
4/20/57 Clemson 
3/7/64 Texas Tech 
3/27/64 Texas 
9/28/60 Notre Dame 
9/27/65 West Virginia 
Davis. W. 3/10/64 Alabama 

Del Greco, A 3/2/62 Auburn © 
Duda, M. 2/4/61 Maryland 
Ferrell, E. 3/27/58 E. Tennessee St 
Gallery, J. 9/15/61 Minnesota 
Galloway, D. 2/16/59 Florida 
Garalezyk, M. 8/12/65 W. Michigan 
Green, R. 6/30/57 Henderson St. 
Greer, C. 11/10/57 Michigan 
Holmes, D. 4/1/61 — Mesa (Colo.) 
Horne, G. 11/22/64 Arkansas 
Jackson, M. 3/16/62 Abilene Christian 
Jarostchuk, |. 8/1/64 New Hampshire 
Johnson, G. 10/20/58 Oklahoma St. ® 
Johnson, T 10/20/62 Southern 
dunior, E.J. 12/8/59 Alabama 
Kennard, D. 9/9/62 Nevada-Reno 
Lomax, N. 2/17/59 Portland St. 
Mack, C. 9/14/60 Baylor 
McAdoo, D. 4/2/65 Baylor 
McDonald, T. 1/6/65 USC 

Mitchell, S. 3/15/59 The Citadel 
Noga. N. 3/2/62 Hawaii 
Novacek, J. 10/24/62 Wyoming 
Nunn, F.J. 4/9/62 Mississippi 
Peat, T. 5/20/64 No. Illinois 
Peoples, T 7/26/64 Washington 
Robbins, T. 6/2/58 _ E. Carolina 
Ruether, M 9/20/62 Texas 
Sargent, B. 9/16/62 Baylor 
Saddler, R. 9/26/65 Texas A&M 
Scotts, C. 4/26/63 Hawaii 
Sharpe, L. 6/16/60 UCLA 
Sikahema, V. 8/29/62 BYU « 

Smith, J.T. 10/29/55 N. Texas St 
Smith, Lance 11/1/63 Louisiana St}. 
Smith, Leonard 9/2/60 McNeese St. 
Stoudt, C. 3/27/55 Youngstown St 
Welter, T 2/24/64 Nebraska 
Woltley, R. 10/14/62 W. Virginia 
Young, L. 7/18/63 Michigan St 


|. NAME Pos. = HT. . DATE 
Alvord, S. oT 
Awalt, Robert TE 
Baker, C. OLB 


Bell, A. OLB 
Bostic, J. G 
Carter, C. cB 
Chilton, G. T 
Clasby. B. OT 
Curtis, T. 
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PHILADELPHIA 


EAGLE 


HEAD COACH: BUDDY RYAN STADIUM: VETERANS (66,592) 


1987 RECORD: 7-8 


The consistency that Buddy Ryan strives for just wasn’t 
there in ’87. It was a win-one, lose-two season, and even 
though the Birds won three in a row during the middle of 
the year and closed out with two wins, they also lost four 
out of five at one point and just did not play with any 
predictability. Especially disturbing was their inability to 
play well at Veterans Stadium. In a conference where 
home field is supposed to be a big advantage, the Eagles 
lost three of their last four at home and finished 4-4. 

But the Eagles found their quarterback. Randall Cun- 
ningham turned potential into production, and with his 
throwing and running gives the Eagles a threat to score 
from any spot on the field. Cunningham also became a 
rallying point for the offense, as his development brought 
about a growth in team confidence. And if the Birds jelled 
on offense, their defense went farther south than Tierra del 
Fuego. Even though they were +15 on nonstrike turnover 
differential, they were still dead last in defending against 
the pass (also nonstrike). No matter how much Ryan 
wants to re-establish the dominance of his 46 defense, he 
just won't be able to do it without better one-on-one 
coverage. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END Ifthere’s an intangible reason for the 


emergence of Cunningham as one of the league’s most 
threatening quarterbacks, it might be the air of self- 
confidence that comes to a quality athlete with experience. 
However, the tangible reason for his coming out party is 
wide receiver Mike Quick. 

At 29, the silky, smooth Quick one has been terrorizing 
NFL defenses for six years. He has lost a half a step, but 
makes up for it in toughness. With his strength, concentra- 
tion and ability to read a zone defense, he consistently gets 
to the open area and has madea living spinning away from 
smaller defenders who try to bring him down with one 
shot. Once allowed to run, his acceleration is still enough 
that he can add 10-15 yards toa play. Due to the strike and 
a series of nagging injuries, Quick finished with only 46 
receptions, his fewest by 14 since 1982. Still, he was voted 
to the Pro Bowl, which means that players around the 
league either don’t pay any attention to stats or that they 
believe he is a very complete receiver. Believe the latter. 

Quick will have a new partner at wide receiver. Cris 
Carter — thrown out of Ohio State due to his Norby 
Walters association — kept a very low profile during his 
rookie year and only caught five passes (two for touch- 
downs, three for first downs). But make no mistake about 
it, Carter was only in Philadelphia to observe, learn and 
prepare. He is ready to crack the starting lineup. Carter 
has almost everything a wideout needs: he can jump with 
most NBA players, makes lightning cuts off either foot, 
knows how to use his body to shield defenders, and has 
soft hands that allow him to cradle just about anything 
thrown in his direction. The big negative is his lack of 
speed. A wide receiver who runs a 4.7 40 must be very 
special if he is going to have an impact in the NFL. 

Backup Gregg Garrity is a major part of Ryan’s air 
attack. Small (5-10, 169) and elusive, Garrity is Philadel- 
phia’s equivalent of Cleveland’s Brian Brennan — a tough, 
dependable receiver with excellent moves and a knack for 
finding the open areas. 

Tight end John Spagnola’s reception total fell to 36 last 
year thanks to a concerted effort to improve the running 
game. The 31-year-old Spagnola has the intelligence (he 
rarely shows a defender the same move twice in a game) 
and hands, but lacks the strength to break tackles, the 
speed to bust big plays or the pop to bea top blocker. With 
top pick Keith Jackson a sure starter, Spagnola will battle 
one-time pass-catching ace Jimmie Giles, acquired in the 
midseason as a long-shot reclamation project, for the lone 
backup spot. Giles can still run but drops too many passes 
and is an indifferent blocker. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
OFFENSIVE LINE Yes, there was improve- 
88 


Ss 


ment in this area last year. On nonstrike Sundays the 
Eagles rushing game gained more yardage than all but 
four teams and had the 10th-best average per attempt. 
Sacks were also down considerably, from a league-record 
104 in 1986 to 72 —and 17 of those sacks were in replace- 
ment games. But the nonstrike sack percentage still ended 
up as the worst in the league, and this group is still among 
the least efficient. Offensive line coach Bill Walsh was a 
key reason for the unit’s notable improvement. Finesse is 
definitely out. Walsh’s basic philosophy can be summed 
up by his standard practice command — “Knock the 
[bleep] out of him.” : 

The best of this motley crew is center Gerry Feehery, a 
fiery player with good lower body strength. Coming off a 
knee injury, he showed tenacity, hustle and excellent 
judgment, but lacks the quickness, strength or athletic 
ability to prevent Cunningham from feeling pressure up 
the middle or to handle the nose without help. Fortu- 
nately, he’s ina division comprising mostly 4-3 alignments. 
Still he was the major reason why the Eagles line showed 
any improvement. 

Matt Darwin has just about enough size (6-4, 275) but 
not enough quickness at left tackle. Speed-rushing defen- 
sive ends are not his cup of tea, but he kept his feet, used his 
hands and protected Cunningham’s blind side pretty well. 
He lacks pop run-blocking and can’t adjust on the move, 
but compensates for his limited athletic ability with heady 
play. ; 
Left guard Adam Schreiber, who was bounced from the 
Seahawks and Saints, appears to be bounced from the 
starting job he wona year ago after an impressive camp. A 
pumped-up player who gets overmatched physically, he 
wore down late in the season and lost some confidence. 
Ben Tamburello, a third round pick in 1987, is a squatty 
(6-3, 278), powerful player who spent most of the season 
on injured reserve. Tough and aggressive, he has good 
initial quickness but subpar feet. He played well in the 
finale and will get first shot at the starting spot. 

Right guard Ron Baker blew out a knee in mid- 
November and was replaced by Bob Landsee. Before his 
injury, Baker was starting to play better but struggled 
blocking in-line. He’s a savvy pass blocker but has always 
blocked better in space than with a man over him. Though 
inconsistent, Landsee’s work as a fill-in was adequate, 
especially at run-blocking, and he did manage to improve 
his pass-blocking. 

Reggie Singletary, who was an all-rookie defensive 
tackle in 1986, may be tossed into the flames at the right 
tackle spot. Joe Conwell started every game last season 
and had adapted well to Walsh’s physical style of play 
before undergoing cervical disc surgery in the offseason. 
His return depends on the progress of his rehab. Certainly 
not the finesse type, Conwell had trouble keeping his 
balance against the bigger, faster defensive ends. Single- 
tary is one of the Eagles’ fastest linemen, uses his hands 
well and has better quickness for the position. He’s a 
definite project, however. 

Ken Reeves, a starter much of 85-86, is a good athlete 
but has lacked the health and competitive fire to be 


counted pon: GRADE (max. 10): 3.5 


QUARTERBACK When the Eagles’ offensive 
line gave up 104 sacks in 86, Randall Cunningham got 


much of the blame. His critics said he was too quick to 
take off and run and he could have gotten rid of the ball 
much more quickly. A year later, Cunningham is being 
given credit for the reduction in the sack total, and also for 
the scoring improvement to 25.2 points per game (non- 
strike). 

Cunningham took full command of the Eagles offense 
and was one of the most improved players in the league. 
He has an extremely quick setup, and a cannon for anarm. 
With Quick’s loss of a half-step, however, the Eagles did 
not always have that burner who could take advantage of 
his mortars. Cunningham finished the year with 223 com- 
pletions in 406 attempts for 2,786 yards. Most impressive 


Mike Quick 


were his 23touchdown passes against only 12 interceptions. 
Cunningham seems to learn something every time he steps 
on the field, and he learned more about reading defenses 
than any other single part of the game last year. 

Sure, he still got sacked 54 times for 380 yards in losses. 
But he can threaten the corners with his arm or his feet, 
and Ryan gives him free rein to abandon the pocket and 
improvise. He led the club with 505 yards rushing. More 
undisciplined than even “early Elway,” he has similar 
athletic abilities. He’s become a big-play passer and one of 
the league’s most dangerous. 

Backup Matt Cavanaugh did not throw the ball once 
last year, but he knows no fear, knows what the defense 
will give him, and his teammates respect him. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


RUNNING BACKS Aftertwo pro years, Keith 
Byars has gained all of 1,003 yards. No doubt, much of his 


lack of productivity has been due to foot problems that 
have plagued him since his senior year. If Byars can stay 
healthy, Ryan may just get his explosion. At 6-1 and 230 
with 4.65 speed, few backs can harness anywhere near the 
power that Byars can. His size/speed combo makes him 
especially devastating between the tackles and a match for 
the strongest linemen. Ryan has been uncharacteristically 
patient and Byars hasn*t broken his foot in over a year, so 
perhaps 1988 will be the telltale year. 

Byars’ running mate, Anthony Toney, is as tough an 
individual as the Eagles have on their roster. And with 
Reggie White and Jerome Brown around that’s saying 
something. Toney is an adequate blocker but a surpris- 
ingly effective, slashing runner who has decent speed after 
his first two steps. He has quick feet but is essentially 
north-south, though he can bounce it to the outside on 
occasion. Toney developed into the team’s second-leading 
rusher (127 carries, 473 yards, 5 TDs) and receiver (39, 
341, 1). 


Junior Tautalatasi is another Eagle who can catch the 
ball out of the backfield. After undergoing knee surgery, 
he was gradually worked back into the game plan as a 
third-down receiver. Tautalatasi has excellent balance and 
relies on deft head and hip fakes. He does not fit into the 
Eagles plans as a runner, however, because he doesn’t 
possess the quickness or power to pop through the 
: line. 


Sixth-year veteran Michael Haddix, a regular boarder 
in Ryan’s doghouse, has size (6-2, 227), strength and has 
become a hard worker after years of indifference. His 
blocking has gone from average to very good. He’s also a 
good receiver but is not a particularly instinctive runner. 


GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 


DEFENSIVE LINE Any club that records 45 


sacks in [2 games is one of the best defensive units in the 
league. C] True D) False 0) Are you kidding? 

The Eagles did get to the quarterback more frequently 
than all but three teams in nonstrike games. But the Eagle 
defense was absolutely miserable, giving up points and 
yardage by the bushel to everyone on the schedule but the 
Buffalo Bills ih the last game of the season. Check box 
No. 3. 

If it weren't for left end Reggie White, the league’s best 
defensive player, the Eagles might have given up more 
than 500 points, With him, they gave up 288 in nonstrike 
games, or 24 per game. White used his combination of 
mass, quickness and closing speed to record 21 sacks and 

76 total tackles in 12 games, and is on track to bust loose 
for an even more productive season. White has Merlin 
Olsen’s size, Alan Page's quickness and is bigger and faster 
than Joe Greene. White is the master of the big play, 
forcing four fumbles, and even ran 70 yards for a TD after 
stripping the ball from Washington’s Doug Williams in 
the first game of the season. He is definitely a team leader 
who can criticize his teammates without causing a rift. At 
26, White is still on the upswing. 

After White, it’s the Pitts, literally. After arriving from 
Atlanta, Mike Pitts was supposed to ease some of White’s 
burden by taking advantage of the double-team. Despite 
his quickness, left tackle Pitts registered only two sacks, 
and was not a big hitter. He’s grown into a full-size tackle 
but lacks the lower body strength to shut down the inside 
powers and leads. He came on some at the end of the year, 
and flashed some pass-rush spark, however. He runs well 
despite getting tangled up (like many long-legged players) 
trying to sift through the traffic. 

Right tackle Jerome Brown gave the Eagles another 
threat to play havoc with opposing quarterbacks, but 
threaten was all he did after injuries and rookie mistakes 
kept him from reaching the heights he had known in his 
college career at Miami. Brown has the size, strength, 
quickness and upfield explosion to be a great tackle if he 
keeps his weight under 290 and his motivation up. As a 
rookie, he started well after reporting in good shape but 
was hampered by elbow and hand problems that offset 
much of his strength. He also grew frustrated too easily if 
opposing guards trapped or sealed him off, and he didn't 
bounce back well after a loss in the trenches. 

At right end Clyde Simmons is thin at 6-6 and 268, but is 
a speedy type with a good outside move. An offensive 
tackle with a quick drop-step can handle him but that 
leaves an alley that a linebacker or safety could blitz 
through . .. if blitzing was one of Philadelphia’s strengths. 
On running plays, Simmons can chase down from the 
backside but is vulnerable on plays right at him. On special 
teams he was a terror, blocking two field goal attempts and 
two PATs with his exceptionally long arms. 

A major problem for defensive line coach Dale Haupt is 
this group's lack of depth. Backup tackle Mike Gollic is a 
stopgap plaYer without much strength or athleticism. He 
has a quick first step but doesn’t sustain his early move. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


LINEBACKERS it’s not enough for players to 
be heady and alert in the NFL. If it were, Mike Reichen- 
bach would be one of the best middle linebackers ever to 
play the game. He has the ability to read an offensive set as 
wellas any defensive player in the league, including Ryan's 
old favorite, Mike Singletary. But Reichenbach lacks both 
strength in the lower body and speed. Reichenbach has a 
major problem getting to the corner in time to make the 
play and was replaced by Byron Evans, the last two games 
of the season. Evans has better speed and quickness on the 
wide stuff, fills the inside cracks with authority and moves 
instinctively to the ball. But he also can't cover the pass 
worth a damn. 

On the leftside, Seth Joyner turned in somie surprising 
big plays with four sacks, two interceptions, two forced 
fumbles and two recoveries while finishing third in tackles. 
Joyner has decent speed, and good all-around ability. He 


sheds blockers well and can play the run or drop into 
coverage. Ryan loves him. 

Dwayne Jiles played impressively as a starter through 
last year’s initial five regular season games, was slated for 
the starting right outside spot and then reported to mini- 
camp overweight and out of shape. The prototypical out- 
side backer (big, fast), Jiles packs a potent punch for 
ballcarriers but has trouble staying healthy. He’s not par- 
ticularly agile staying with backs in the flat, either. Ty 
Allert, released from San Diego, will get a shot here, 
primarily to get Jiles’ attention. Smaller in stature and 
athletic ability, Allert is a hard-working type who makes 
the routine plays. There’s little doubt that Allert earns his 
money with superb special teams play. 

Interestingly, only Alonzo Johnson, listed at the right 
outside spot, has shown the physical gifts necessary to cure 


the Eagles’ big-play blues. He can blitz, is a concussive ' 


hitter and can run with all but the swiftest of backs. His 
biggest hurdle is off-the-field — a substance abuse prob- 
lem that has clouded his future. 

Veteran backup Garry Cobb is a solid, stay-at-home 
type whose intelligence and versatility make him a plus to 
have on the roster. Still a top run defender, he does more 
chasing than covering against the pass. 

GRADE (max. 10): 4.0 


DEFENSIVE BACKS This once-fearsome 
unit completely fell apart in 87, dragging the Eagles to 
their 28th rank in nonstrike pass defense. Unless there’s a 
miraculous recovery by former All-Pro free safety Wes 
Hopkins, things don't look like they'll get much better. 
Hopkins, who tore upa knee in early 86, missed all of 87. 
He was a devastating hitter and blitzer and had the cover 
abilities to stay with the league’s greyhounds and posses- 
sion types alike. Without Hopkins, Terry Hoage has been 
forced to step into the breach at free safety. His lack of 
speed leaves the Eagles very vulnerable. Hoage, a fine 
diagnostician, relies on anticipation, ball awareness and 
good hands, but the sum of his parts still equals “slow.” 

The biggest problem the cornerbacks had was one-on- 
one coverage. No one had more difficulty than Roynell 
Young, who was having an All-Pro year in "86 before he 
came unglued in the season’s final quarter. Last year, the 
downward slide continued, as Young was repeatedly 
bummed for big plays. His biggest problem was a lack of 
confidence — and catchup speed, which he found himself 
in need of often. Still a good athlete with 4.55 speed and a 
smooth turn-and-go, Young had only one interception 
and seven passes defensed, and did not provide strong run 

‘ support. 

Ryan has already given the other corner job to draftee 
Eric Allen. For the record, free agent William Frizzell 
finished the year by starting the last five games, but that 
was more or less by default. Frizzell is aggressive and alert, 
but his lack of quickness made him a target. Elbert Foules 
suffered through a miserable year as well, until Frizzell 
replaced him. Foules led the team in interceptions with 
four, but ended up being deactivated for the final game of 
the season. iy 

Strong safety Andre Waters led the team in tackles with 
112, had three interceptions and forced two fumbles, and 
was generally the steadiest player in the secondary. Waters 
is nothing special covering tight ends and lacks size (5-11, 
199), but his aggressiveness has made hima Ryan favorite. 
Backup Evan Cooper gives the Eagles a bit more speed, 
but often is out of position. D.D. Hoggard came ina trade 
with Cleveland and will add raw speed in nickel coverages. 


GRADE (max. 10): 4.0 
SPECIAL TEAMS Returning punts and kick- 


offs just was not a priority for Ryan in his first two years. 
When he came on the scene, he axed his best special-teams 
players if they could not make a contribution to the 
offense or defense. As a result, the Eagles had the worst 
kickoff return differential and the sixth-worst punt return 
differential in nonstrike 87. Don't blame Bobby Moise, 
who ran back both kicks and punts (507 combined yards). 
The blocking just wasn’t there. Similarly, Philadelphia's 
coverage was weak. 

Punter John Teltschik suffered through a poor year 
with a 38.2 gross average, and only 13 of his kicks were 
downed inside the 20. Placekicker Paul McFadden re- 
bounded from his miserable ‘86, but lacks range and was 
successful on just 16 of his 26 attempts. Dean Dorsey of 
Canada, an accurate kicker with a stronger leg, will chal- 


ee ae GRADE (max. 10): 4.0 


COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION Even though he toned down 


his act quite a bit from his first season, Ryan still doesn't 
win too many friends within the organization. On the 


other hand, he’s: very much a players’ coach and hds built a 
team that understands unity. This team stayed together 
during the strike, and even though they gave up a ton of 
points on defense, there were no accusing fingers being 
pointed by players. Assistant head coach Ted Plumb 
helped the offense reach new heights, and offensive line 
coach Bill Walsh appears to have his unit headed in the 
right directign. 

Owner Norman Braman wont win any popularity con- 
tests among players, but he has learned to let his staff do its 


job without interference. GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 


DRAFT Ryan got his man when he tabbed Okla- 
homa’s Keith Jackson as his first round pick. One of the 
coveted talents in the draft, Jackson is not without flaws. 
Playing in the run-dominated Sooner offense, Jackson 
was merely an afterthought to his coaches, even though he 
had spectacular pass-catching skills. As a result, Jackson 
was often uninterested in practice and tended to loaf.But 
Jackson has superior athletic skills, can adjust to the ball 
in flight and has a nose for the goal line. He should give 
Cunningham a great target. 

Second round cornerback Eric Allen is abit of a reach 
for a team that is weak in the secondary. Despite excellent 
speed, Allen is not as productive as he should be and gets 
knocked around on running plays. Offensive tackle Matt 
Patchan is a superior pass blocker with good balance and 
quick feet. However, he is on the smalt side and not the 
most productive run blocker. Todd White is a shifty, not 


speedy, returner-type. 


1888 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): |. (13.13) 
KEITH JACKSON, TE, Oklahoma; 2. (3,30) ERIC ALLEN, DB, Arizona State, 
3.(11,64) MATT PATCHAN, OT, Miami (FL); 4. USED IN SUPP. DRAFT TO 
PICK CRIS CARTER; 5. (13,122) ERIC EVERETT, DB, Texas Tech; 6. (12,149) 
DON MCPHERSON, QB, Syracuse; 6. (23,160) ROB STERLING, DB, Maine; 7. 
(11,176) TODD WHITE, WR, Cal State (Fullerton); 8. (14,207) DAVID SMITH, 
RB, Western Kentucky; 10. (12,261) JOE SCHUSTER, DT, Iowa, II. (11,288) 
IZEL JENKINS, DB, North Carolina State, 12. (14,319) STEVE KAUFUSI, DE, 
Brigham Young. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 


VETERANS ROSTER 
BIRTH 


. DATE COLLEGE 
7/23/63 Texas 
11/19/54 Gklahoma St. "1 
2/4/65 = Miami 
10/14/63 Ohio St. 
11/25/65 Ohio St. 
10/27/56 Pittsburgh 
3/16/57 
2/24/61 
6/28/62 
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3/8/64 Oklahoma St. 
3/27/63 UNLV 

3/11/63 Texas A&M 
2/14/63 Kentucky 
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3/9/60 Syracuse 

Foules, E. 7/4/61 Alcor St. 
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Giles, J. 11/8/54 Alcor St. 

Golic, M. 12/12/62 Notre Dame 

Haddix, M. 12/27/61 Mississippi St. 

Hoage, T. 4/14/62 Georgia 

Hoggard, D.D. 5/7/65 No. Carolina St. 

Hopkins, W. 9/26/61 SMU 
2/15/62 Penn St. 
11/23/61 Texas Tech 
4/4/63 Florida 
9/21/58 Long Beach St. 
11/18/64 Texas-El Paso 
2/27/62 Notre Dame 
12/21/63 E. Kentucky 
3/21/64 Wisconsin 
4/18/61 Middle Tennessee 
9/24/61 Youngstawn St. 
10/3/65 Michigan St. 
9/25/60 Alabama 
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1987 FINAL STANDINGS NONSTRIKE = 
W LT PCT PF PA DIV W-L-T ' 

Chicagol:cetas.«.< 11 4 0 .733 356 282 7-0 930 
Minnesota ....... 8 7 0} 2533) 336) 335) 3:5 8-4-0 

Green Bay ....... 5 9 1 .367 255 300 34 384 i 3 
Tampa Bay ...... 411 0 .267 286 360 34 2-10-0 
Detroit e2.jeec. sax 411 0 .267 269 384 25 3-90 
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MINNESOTA 


VIKINGS 


Just four years after finishing 3-13, the Minnesota Vik- 
ings are talking, and playing, like a team on the verge of 
dethroning the Chicago Bears in the NFC Central Divi- 
sion. Or even making the Super Bowl. 

Everything seems to be in order: the chemistry under 
head coach Jerry Burns, a solid personnel department and 
a roster even stronger than many observers realize, Even 
precedent is on the Vikings’ side: three of the NFC’s last 
four representatives in the Super Bowl were eliminated in 
the conference final the previous year. 

Dominant, young players like wide receiver Anthony 
Carter, left tackle Gary Zimmerman, defensive tackle 
Keith Millard, defensive end Chris Doleman and strong 
safety Joey Browner (the oldest being 28) make up a 
nucleus of stud performers capable of carrying the Vikings 
beyond their narrow loss to Washington in last season’s 
NFC Championship. Someone other than the quarter- 
back will have to carry the load since the Vikings lack a 
healthy (i.e. Tommy Kramer), top-flight (i.e. Wade Wil- 
son) or consistent (both) signal-caller. 

Free safety is the only starting position that needs 
someone new in 1988 while talent is stockpiled at wide 
receiver, running back, defensive line and linebacker. It’s a 
roster brimming with reasons why Minnesota's playoff 
foray past New Orleans and San Francisco was no fluke. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END Late last season Anthony Carter 


joined Jerry Rice as one of the NFL's most dangerous 
wide receivers. In the playoffs, Carter destroyed the 49ers 
with 10 receptions for a playoff-record 227 yards. Carter 
and third-year man Hassan Jones should line up this year 
with another Pro Bow! performer, tight end Steve Jordan. 

Everyone in football knows that Carter, who turns 25 in 
September, doesn't possess outstanding stopwatch speed. 
Yet, once he gets the ball in his hands, you’d swear he was a 
track man. Seldom caught from behind, his club record 
24.3 average is testimony to his big-play explosiveness and 
the Vikings’ downfield passing game. Carter has quick 
feet, sensational body control and leaping ability, wonder- 
fully soft hands and rare courage over the middle. He 
maximizes his talent with extraordinary work habits. The 
game isn't drudgery for him, 

Jones has started only six games in two seasons playing 
behind the steady Leo Lewis. However, the Vikings realize 
it’s time to spring Jones on the league. Like Carter, Jones 
isn’t fast (4.65-4,7 range) but has the hand/eye coordina- 
tion and concentration to make the phenomenal catch. 
Jones runs flat-footed yet gets open by outmaneuvering 
defenders and catching them in mid-drop step. 

Lewis has put together four fine seasons in a row but at 
32 figures to bea third-down receiver. He’s lost astep, and 
his lack of size hurts him late in the season. Still, Lewis is 
smart and capable of having a big game. Jim Gustafson 
enters his fourth season as the No. 4 receiver. He catches 
everything that comes his way and surprises people with 
his quickness. 

Jordan won't turn 28 until January but already has 
played six seasons and caught 217 passes. He is one of the 
few tight ends who can do itall: block, catch, and get deep. 
Although his production waned a bit in 1987, Jordan 
probably became a more proficient blocker. He can knock 
most linebackers off the line long enough to give Darrin 
Nelson room to run outside. Backup Mike Mularkey 
plays more alert than Carl Hilton but is very slow. 


GRADE (max. 10): 8.0 
OFFENSIVE LINE inthe past three years the 


Vikings have made dramatic strides improving their run 
blocking. They went from 27th in rushing in 1985 to first in 
1987's nonstrike games. The key has been bigger, stronger 
players. 

Left tackle Gary Zimmerman probably was the most 
heralded offensive lineman in the league last year, even 
though he played better in 1986. Movement seemed to give 
Zimmerman more trouble and he had problems protect- 
ing against Dexter Manley and Keith Ferguson, Despite 


having impeccable techniques and computer feet, Zim- 
merman suffered occasional concentration lapses. His 
drive-blocking also slipped a tad, particularly in short- 
yardage and goal-line situations. But he has the strength 
and balance to embarrass bull-rushers and may be the 
game’s most complete offensive lineman. 

Center Kirk Lowdermilk and right tackle Tim Irwin are 
quality starters. Lowdermilk made great strides after two 
so-so years. He’s a superior competitor, tough, with more- 
than-adequate athletic ability and a demonstrated capac- 
ity for playing hurt. In order to take the next step up 
Lowdermilk has to add bulk and strength. Beef is no 
problem for Irwin who, at 6-74 and 290, can bury people 
straight-on. His speed, though, is almost laughable and he 
can't pullatall. Yet Irwin survives as a pass blocker thanks 
to his long arms, decent balance and self-confidence. 
Adversity does not get him down. 

The starting guards are sizeable entities capable of play- 
ing ona Super Bow! team but not likely to see post-season 
duty in Honolulu. Starting for the first time in eight years, 
David Huffman got mixed reviews. On the plus side, he is 
a superb athlete: gigantic, fast. durable and aggressive. 
However, his techniques aren't real good, and he has an 
alarming tendency to flat-out blow assignments. He may 
continue to improve, but center might be his best position. 

Terry Tausch is expected to reclaim his right guard job 
from Greg Koch after missing most of last season with an 
ankle injury. Tausch is probably the least-advanced pass 
blocker among the starters and can be dramatically over- 
matched. Right now, he runs and moves better than he 
plays. Koch, 33, supplied sparkling relief after being 
obtained in a trade with Miami. A tackle almost all of his 
career, Koch is a shrewd veteran with a young man’s 
competitive spirit. 

Depth is a problem because too-small Mark MacDon- 
ald doesn’t look like the answer at guard. Chris Foote, a 
fine long-snapper, figures to survive as the No. 2 center. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
QUARTERBACK Quarterback will continue 


to be the major topic for discussion in the Twin Cities, but 
the Vikings don’t seem concerned. They hope Tommy 
Kramer will be able to start, but if he can't, Wade Wilson 
has their confidence. Meanwhile, No. 3 Rich Gannon is 
the club’s hope for the next decade. 

It’s now questionable whether Kramer, 33, who has a 
nerve problem in his neck and shoulder that appears 
chronic, can take any more hard hits. He started six games 
last year and failed to finish even one. When sound, he has 
anice feel for the passing game and a very efficient release. 
The Vikings could use the 1986 Tommy Kramer, whose 
rating was a league-best 92.6. In "87, his rating was 67.5. 
Kramer plays hard and lives hard and spent a month tn 
alcohol rehab last August five years after being treated for 
asimilar problem. If he can’t stay in the game, there’s little 
hope his quick release, touch passing ways will get the job 
done. 

Wilson rewarded the Vikings for having kept him 
around since 1981. A scatter-armed, somewhat mechani- 
cal passer earlier in his career, Wilson improved in all 
phases. He developed some touch to go with his fast¢ball 
and took off 41 times for 263 yards and five touchdowns, 
inflicting particular damage on third-and-long. He devel- 
oped as a leader, and has the earthiness to relate well to his 
offensive linemen. Wilson’s failing ts reading defenses. He 
develops mental blocks and tends to lock onto his primary 
receiver. His accuracy isn't as good as Kramer's, either. 

New England traded Gannon, their fourth-round pick, 
to the Vikings after learning he wouldn’t play running 
back. The rookie excited the Vikes’ coaching staff with his 
top-notch arm and scrambling ability, which some com- 
pared to Fran Tarkenton’s. Gannon runs about 4.6 and 
has good size. Now he needs to learn NFL defenses. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
RUNNING BACKS. The NFL’s top running 


game (in nonstrike games) had no back who exceeded 650 


yards. Sound a little strange? Darrin Nelson could be a 
1,000-yard rusher any year the Vikings chose but they'd 
rather lengthen his career, not shorten it. D.J. Dozier has 
star potential but has to get through Nelson first. And 
Minnesota’s fullback-by-committec is closely matched in 
ability. 

Nelson, 5-9 and 185, enters his seventh season with only 
800 career carries. Even in such a protected situation. 
Nelson has taken a beating and missed a few games here 
and there. When he’s right Nelson can give a defense fits 
with his lightning-quick feet and ability to make tacklers 
miss. Anable inside runner, Nelson’s 4.9 average per carry 
was second (to Washington’s Kelvin Bryant) among the 
top 45 NFC rushers. He’s also a receiving threat, with 
good routes. 

Dozier, 6-0 and 198. might have been a steal with the 
14th pick of the 87 draft. His rookie season was somewhat 
erratic, and he’s going to have to study more to bea player, 
but in limited exposure (69 rushes, 257 yards, 12 recep- 
tions) Dozier ran hard, got upfield and showed outstand- 
ing hands. He does an adequate job as a run blocker, and 
would rather dish it out than absorb the collisions picking 
up the blitz. 

Alfred Anderson and Rick Fenney basically split time 
at fullback, while Allen Rice played extensively on third 
down and in short yardage. Anderson was somewhat of a 
disappointment after playing well in ’86. Part of his prob- 
lem was physical: a chronic neck problem causes his 
shoulders to go numb. It’s a scary deal and could threaten 
his career. The effect showed up in dropped passes and 
blown assignments. 

Some people might compare Fenney to Larry Csonka 
because he’s a 240-pound battering ram type of player. 
The Vikings like his blocking and receiving skills enough 
to think he may become a starter. Not bad for an eighth- 
round draft choice. Rice is the epitome of a smart football 
player, without any single impressive physical quality. He 
usually helps out. running and blocking hard, although 
with 4.75 speed at 203 pounds there isn’t a great deal of 


imgaet, GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 
DEFENSIVE LINE No team in football has a 


better inside-outside pass-rushing tandem than the Vik- 
ings have in right tackle Keith Millard and right end Chris 
Doleman. Millard came on as perhaps the premier inside 
rusher in the league while Doleman finished sixth in sacks 
with I]. Combining them with left tackle Henry Thomas, 
a gem of a rookie, and left end Doug Martin, the Vikings 
own an updated version of the Purple People Eaters. 

Millard doesn't care about the run. He’s a rip-snortin’, 
damn-the-torpedoes player who galvanized the defense 
around him. The key to Millard is his speed off the ball. He 
embarrassed Brad Edelman in the playoffs by beating him 
to the count. He crowds the ball like a nose tackle, then 
explodes through a gap. His quickness for someone 6-5 
and 264 is almost unbelievable. Millard has more moves 
than most ends plus a rapid change of direction that ties 
guards into knots. Of course, Millard often plays out of 
control and gets trapped because of it. But who cares? 

Doleman didn’t have the temperament to learn how to 
play linebacker, so the Vikings tried him at end. Voila! 
Doleman is one of those 6-5, 262-pound physical speci- 
mens who run about 4.7 and possess tremendous strength. 
The best description of Doleman is a more powerful 
Richard Dent. Doleman likes to wade into tackles on 
contact, butt them upside the head and then accelerate 
either way. Mosttackles try to take him upfield beyond the 
quarterback. But Doleman still beats people around the 
corner with regularity. Surprisingly, Doleman stood in 
well with drive blockers in his face. 

Thomas lined up over the center most of the time in the 
Vikings’ undershift 4-3. He led the linemen in solo tackles 
with 56, occupied two blockers and made life easier for 
Millard. Thomas has a presence far beyond his years. By 
midseason he was telling the vets what to do. He also has 
exceptional strength in his hands and sound techniques. 
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With a year under his belt, Thomas should get a bit more 
reckless rushing the passer. 

Martin, 31, has lost some of his initial burstand upfield 
quickness. He’s only adequate against the run, which is 
important on the strong side, but had nine sacks. Martin 
tries to beat people with a secondary outside charge off a 
hard first few steps. An outstanding athlete, he has the 
talent and physical tools to make the big plays. 

In two years, Gerald Robinson, the 14th player taken in 
the ’86 draft, has had one good game. Still, with his raw 
speed and quickness, the Vikings intend to give him every 


sees GRADE (max. 10): 9.0 
LINEBACKERS. Job one here is to clean up 


what the defensive linemen leave behind. That means 
playing the run first. With the entire linebacking corps 
accounting for only three sacks, youth and depth — not 
the starters — are the strength. 

Jesse Solomon, a first-year starter on the right outside, 
took team tackling honors away from Joey Browner. 
Solomon isn’t impressive looking at 6-0 and 235, but he 
runs in the 4.75 range and is an all-out performer. 
Solomon drew the difficult coverage assignments in the 
4-3 and was the only linebacker playing in nickel. He 
doesn't have Pro Bowl ability, but should have a solid 
career. 

Back again at middle linebacker for the 12th year is 
Scott Studwell, the team’s all-time leading tackler. Stud- 
well’s range gets shorter each season, but he can still 
hammer folks from tackle to tackle. David Howard and 
Chris Martin, co-starters at left outside, do an honest day’s 
work. Howard doesn't make many more plays than Mar- 
tin, who struggles in coverage, but is considerably taller 
and a bit faster. When Howard arrived from the USFL the 
Vikings expected him to make more big plays. 

The Vikings probably are as high on backups Ray Berry 
and Walker Lee Ashley as they are on Howard and Mar- 
tin. Berry, who doesn’t have any glaring weaknesses but 
hasn’t shown any special qualities either, was extremely 
productive at Baylor. He could project in the middle or 
right outside. Ashley seems like Studwell’s heir apparent. 
He’s undersized but is an active, aggressive tackler. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
DEFENSIVE BACKS The Vikings tied for the 


league lead in interceptions during nonstrike games with 
24. Clearly, that was a tribute to the front four’s heavy pass 
rush. Minnesota had to play from weakness at two secon- 
dary positions much of the season. If Issiac Holt gets his 
act together, he will solidify left corner. But free safety, 
where John Harris is washed up, will need a trade acquisi- 
tion or draft choice. 

Joey Browner went to his third consecutive Pro Bowl 
and passed up Ken Easley as the All-Pro strong safety. His 
stats included a career-high six interceptions, 87 solo 
tackles, two forced fumbles and one sack. Not that 
Browner is a classic strong safety. As a tackler, he prefers 
to sling the enemy down. It saves on the wear and tear of 
head-on collisions and is probably just as effective, given 
Browner’s powerful arms and hands. In coverage Browner 
drives the coaches batty sometimes by free-lancing to 
positions where he thinks the ball will wind up. Some of 


94 : 


his biggest interceptions have been the result. He plays 
more by instincts than weekly film study. 

Holt, 6-2 and 199, is one of the biggest, nastiest corners 
in the NFL. He started the season in a drug rehab center. 
Then he committed three penalties in one game and took a 
seat on the bench fora week. Holt is a gambler, playing for 
the big hit, the big interception. Fortunately, he has excel- 
lent catchup speed, because quarterbacks catch him nap- 
ping a lot. Right corner Carl Lee doesn’t have Holt’s 
big-play capability but probably is a sounder player. He 
runs in the 4.5 range and has three-plus seasons as a Starter 
under his belt. If Lee has a major weakness, it’s memory: 
He gets too down on himself after getting beat. 

The Vikings didn’t want to play Harris last year and are 
determined not to in 1987. Harris has always relied, and 
for the most part prospered, on keen anticipation and 
intelligence. It’s just not enough anymore. At 32, he is just 
too slow. His backup, Neal Guggemos, doesn’t have good 
wheels, either. Reggie Rutland was projected at safety 
when the Vikings drafted him on the fourth round last 
year, but now seems to be more of a corner. A playoff 
interception return for a touchdown will give him another 
look while Wymon Henderson’ experience and crisp tack- 
ling could win a place in the nickel package. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
SPECIAL TEAMS Chuck Nelson looked like 


history when his slump reached 2-of-8. But just when the 
Vikings were primed for a change, Nelson righted his 
course and made nine of nine in the poe Yet his 
final numbers, including the playoffs (22-of-33, 66.7 per 
cent) were unimpressive, particularly for a dome kicker. 
Nelson will be under close scrutiny. 

After 10 years of distinguished service, punter Greg 
Coleman went kaput. Thus, the Vikings sent the SOS to 
left-footed Bucky Scribner, who hadnt punted since 
Green Bay circa 1985. Scribner has never had a rocket leg, 
but he is sound directionally and mechanically. Quarter- 
back Rich Gannon, who wasa fine punter at Delaware, is 
an intriguing possibility, 

Both the kickoff return and punt return units ranked 
sixth (nonstrike) in the NFL even though the Vikings 
seldom used Anthony Carter on punts or Darrin Nelson 
on kickoffs. But in the playoffs Carter wowed ‘em with an 
18.4 punt-return average and Nelson averaged 24.8 on 
kickoffs. Their regular-season stand-ins, Leo Lewis 
(punts) and Neal Guggemos (kickoffs), each ranked 
among the league’s top 10. The coverage teams were better 


than average. GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 


COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION BobSchnelker, offensive co- 


ordinator, and Floyd Peters, defensive coordinator, do 
most of the coaching. Jerry Burns, the head coach with no 
ego, likes it that way. Think his coaches aren't happy? 
Think his players don't appreciate this unpretentious 
man? Schnelker and Peters are two of the finest coordina- 
tors in the league. They demand authority, but have the 
skins on the wall to back it up. It’s a strong situation. 
Minnesota’s personnel department, headed by 25-year 
veteran Jerry Reichow and a relatively small number of 
scouts, is making a lot of right moves. Four of their five 


Alfred Anderson 


No. | picks from 1982-86 — Nelson, Browner, Millard 
and Doleman — have struck it rich. The Vikings are also 
getting help in later rounds: Jesse Solomon in the 12th, 
Wade Wilson in the eighth, Steve Jordan in the seventh 
and Hassan Jones in the fifth. General Manager Mike 
Lynn plugged holes last year with trade acquisitions of 
guard Greg Koch and quarterback Rich Gannon which 
followed his previous deals for tackle Gary Zimmerman 


and wide receiver Anthony Carter. 

With the players assembled, it will be interesting to see 
whether the Vikings’ penny-pinching salary structure has 
room to accommodate a winning team. Continued im- 


provement may be at stake. GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 


DRAFT One of the most solid drafts in the league 
further enhanced the reputation of Jerry Reichow as one 
of the top talent scouts. Guard Randall McDaniel’s 4.6 
speed has been compared to that of Gene Upshaw and 
Doug Wilkerson. McDaniel is slightly undersized at 6-314 
and 268 but for the Vikings, who prefer linémen that can 
block in space for draws and screens, he should fit per- 
fectly. The other guard at Arizona State, Todd Kallis, 
lasted until the Vikings’ No. 4 pick. The Vikings could be 
set at guard well into the 1990s. 

Four other choices made a lot of sense. Brad Edwards is 
the smart, tough free safety the Vikings had to have. Al 
Noga lasted until the third round because he isn’t a classic 
nose tackle but in the Vikings’ 4-3 under (shifted) defense, 
Noga could be a terror in one-on-one situations. Smallish 
Derrick White has the speed and intangibles for corner- 
back. And tight end Brad Beckman was running 4.75 at 
242 pounds two weeks before the draft and could be a 
small-school sleeper. Linebacker Joe Cain will get a shot 
at strong safety. 


1988 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): |. (19.19) 
RANDALL MCDANIEL. OG. Arizona State:.2. (27.54) BRAD EDWARDS, 
DB. South Carolina; 3. (17.71) AL NOGA, NT. Hawa; 4. (27,108) TODD KALIS. 
OG. Arizona State; 5. (15,124) DARRELL FULLINGTON, DB, Miami (FL). 6 
(27.164) DERRICK WHITE, DB, Oklahoma; 7. (18.183) BRAD BECKMAN, 
VE, Nebraska (Omaha); 8. (17.210) JOE CAIN, LB. Oregon Tech; 9. (16,237) 
PAUL MCGOWAN, LB, Florida State; 10. (15,264) BRIAN HABIB. DT. 
Washington: 11, (19.296) NORMAN FLOYD, South Carolina. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
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re BIRTH- NFL 

. NAME POS. . WT. DATE COLLEGE EXP. 
Anderson, A RB “1 217 «8/4/61 ~~ Baylor 
Ashley. W.L LB -0 232 7/28/60 Penn St 
Berry. R LB -2 230 10/28/63 Baylor 
Browner. J Ss -2 210 5/15/60 USC 
Carter. A WR - 174 9/17/60 Michigan 
Coleman. G P . 185 9/9/54 Florida A&M 
Doleman. C DE -5 262 10/16/61 Pittsburgh 
Dozier, D.J RB : 198 9/21/65 Penn State 
Fenney. R. RB -1 240 12/7/64 Washington 
Foote, C C : 12/2/56 USC 
Gannon, R 0B 12/20/65 Delaware 
Guggemos, N 6/14/64 St. Thomas 
Harris, J 6/13/56 Arizona St 
Henderson. W. 12/15/61 UNLV 
Hilton. C 2 2/28/64 Houston 
Holt. | - 10/4/62 Alcorn St 
Howard, D. 2 12/8/61 Cal St. Long Beach 
Huffman, D 5 5 4/4/57 Notre Dame 
Irwin, T A 12/13/58 Tennessee 
Jones, H - 7/2/64 ‘Florida St 
Jordan. S. 3" 1/10/61 Brown 
Koch. G 6/14/55 Arkansas 
Kramer, T 3/7/55 Rice 

Marshall 
Lewis, L 9/17/56 Missouri 
Lowdermilk, K. - 4/10/63 Ohio St 

MacDonald, M 4/30/61 Boston College 
Martin, C 12/19/60 Auburn 
Martin. D 5/22/57 Washington 
Mays, S - 3/13/58 Washinaton 
Millard, K 264°" 3/18/62 Washington St 
Mularkey. M 11/19/61 Florida 
Mullaney, M 4/30/53 Colorado St 
Nelson, C 2/23/60 Washington 
Nelson, D ! 1/2/59  Stantord 
Newton, T 3/23/63 Florida 
Rasmussen, R ! 9/27/60 Minnesota 
Rice. A - 4/5/62 Baylor 
Richardson, G. - 10/6/64 Alabama 
Robinson, G 5/4/63 Auburn 
Rutland, R 6/20/64 Georgia Tech 
Scribner. B. 7/11/60 Kansas 
Smith, W | 5/9/57 = Purdue 
Solomon, J 11/4/63 Florida St 
Studwell, S. 8/27/54 Illinois 
Swilley, D I< 6/28/55 Texas A&M 
Tausch, T - 2/5/59 Texas 
Thomas. H 1/12/65 LSU 
Wilson, W - 2/1/59 E. Texas St 
Zimmerman, G. 12/13/61 Oregon 
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A. PRO NFL JERSEYS 
Full pro cut, double shoulder, short sleeve jersey has 
tapered body. In stock for all teams. Pre-numbered with 
popular player's number. Please specify color or white 
jersey when ordering. 

Adult sizes: oS OM ol oXL OXXL 

B. PRO NFL JACKETS ..................00. $85.00 ea. 
Same STARTER jacket as worn by coaches and players 
on the sidelines during NFL games are designed for each 
team's specifications. Quilt lining, fully washable. All 
teams in stock! : 49ers and RAIDERS add $15.00 for 
team lettering across back. 

oS OM ol oXL (oXXL $115.00) 

C. NFL SWEATERS ..................00000 $42.95 ea. 
Same as worn by NFL coaches on the sidelines during 
NFL games. Acrylic/wool-blend, machine washable. 
Adult sizes: oS OM ol oXL 


CRAMS oCOWBOYS OSEAHAWKS oSTEELERS 
o49ers_ oPACKERS REDSKINS aGIANTS 
OBEARS oGRAIDERS oDOLPHINS JETS 


MANNY’S’ 


BASEBALL LAND 
340 MAIN STREET, Dept. DH88 
HACKENSACK, NJ 07601 

#t MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 


OSend $2 for full catalog— 


. D. NFL REPLICA JERSEYS 


RAWLINGS V-Neck jersey has 1% length sleeves with sewn 
on sleeve striping as teams wear. Screened player number 
pre-printed on front and back with team name on front. All 
teams in stock. 

Adult sizes: oS OM oL oXL (OXXL $24.95) 


E. SWEATSHIRTS................2.ceeeeeeeeee $19.95 ea. 
50/50 poly/cotton Sweatshirts are in stock for all NFL and 
MLB teams. 

Adult sizes: oS OM oL oXL (OXXL OXXXL $28.95) 
T-SHIRTS in stock for all + FOOTBALL : BASEBALL 
HOCKEY & BASKETBALL teams. $10.95 each. 

Adult sizes: oS OM ol oXL + (OXXL OXXXL $14.95) 


F. NFL COACHES GAME SHIRT............ $26.95 ea. 
Same shirt as NFL coaches wear on the sidelines. 50/50 
poly/cotton polo shirt with knit collar, short sleeves, slit 
sideseams and longer tail. 

Sizes: 0S OM aL oXL in stock for: 

OPACKERS oSTEELERS oRAIDERS oBEARS oJETS 
OBRONCOS cDOLPHINS GGIANTS oCOWBOYS 49ers 
oOVIKINGS oREDSKINS cBROWNS GSEAHAWKS 


To order by credit card, phone: 
1-800-MANNYS-1 ($15.00 minimum) 
For information & in N.J. phone: 
1-201-488-0154 between 10A.M.-5P.M. 


eas ceseksateestes $19.95 ea. 


G. NFL CAPS 
“THE PRO” cap is 100% wool. $16.00 ea. 
CORDUROY cap, $12.95 ea. MESH cap, $10.00 ea. 
All caps have team name embroidered into front. One 
size fits all with adjustable back. 

ALL TEAMS IN STOCK. 


H. EMBROIDERED SWEATSHIRT....... $59.95 ea. 
Rugged STARTER heavyweight hooded sweatshirt has 
full chest embroidery. Same as worn in practice and on 
sidelines. 

Adult sizes: oS OM aL oXL 

o49ers JETS oRAIDERS oVIKINGS GDOLPHINS 
OBEARS oGIANTS oCOWBOYS oPACKERS GREDSKINS 


J. GAUTHENTIC GAME HELMET by Riddell. $189.95 
All teams available. One size (large) only. 


K. oTEAM PENNANTS $3.00 ea. All teams in stock! 
BASEBALL — FOOTBALL — BASKETBALL — HOCKEY 


ONFL BEACH TOWEL Large 30’x60", $24.95. All 
teams in stock. Full color, 100% cotton terry. 


OSTADIUM BLANKET $34.95. Any team! 40”60’. 
Warm fur-like acrylic blend, machine washable. 


oCHRISTMAS ORNAMENT $5.95 Unbreakable satin- 
wrapped ornaments in stock for all teams. 


ITEM 


FREE WITH ANY ORDER! 


*# 1-3 week delivery on most orders 
(4-5 weeks on personal checks). 


+ WE MATCH ANY ADVERTISED 
PRICE! 


+ Use this form or one of your own. 


SINCE 
- 1949 - 


MANNY’S 


BASEBALL LAND. ‘otal enclosed 


VISA OOMC 


Credit Card No. 


[ SIZE | TEAM PRICE | TOTAL 
Bees ee [See ares] 


Wd) TTS) OCheck O Money Order 
LIZ LLL / fs EiGrea Gard 


Mail your order to: 
MANNY’S BASEBALL LAND 
340 MAIN STREET, Dept. DH88 
HACKENSACK, NJ 07601 


Name. 


Address, 


City, 


DAE 


Signature, 


Exp. Date 


1987 RECOR HEAD COACH 

For the first time in five years, the Chicago Bears face a 
legitimate challenge in their neighborhood. In fact, based 
on Minnesota's strong finish last year, many football 
observers believe the Vikings will unseat the Bears in the 
NFC Central Division, The Minnesota challenge will 
either recharge the complacent Bears’ batteries or expose 
their obvious weaknesses. 

Trying to replace the Walter Payton of '87 won't be 
difficult. But no one should forget that Payton had sea- 
sons of 1,684 yards, 1,551 yards and 1,333 yards when the 
Bears were controlling the division from 1984 to 1986. At 
least the Bears have potential stars in Neal Anderson and 
Thomas Sanders to take Payton’s position. At linebacker 
Ron Rivera can't really replace the magnificent Wilber 
Marshall. The defensive line is showing age and the secon- 
dary is in trouble. The Bears can’t win without Jim 
McMahon and he can’t ever seem to stay healthy. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END For three years Willie Gault was a 


trackman trying to play football. He began to emerge in 
1986, and played close to All-Pro last season even if he 
received no post-season recognition. His numbers — 35 
receptions, 20.1 average, seven touchdowns — were good, 
but not great. But it’s not Gault’s fault that the Bears had 
quarterback problems and stressed the running game. 
Gault has improved his game in almost every area, includ- 
ing hands, blocking, toughness inside, recognition of 
defenses and concentration. He is making the sensational 
catches now, especially over the middle. And when you 
talk about raw speed, Gault’s name remains near the top 
of the list. 

Rookie Ron Morris and veteran Dennis McKinnon 
shared the flanker position on a 60-40 basis. Morris was a 
much more polished route runner than some scouts sus- 
pected coming out of SMU. He doesn’t have blazing speed 
but runs well enough to have averaged 19.0 yards on 20 
catches, Acrobatic with outstanding leaping ability, his 
only drawback was a few too many dropped passes. 
McKinnon regained his form late in the year after missing 
all of °86 following:knee surgery. He is a physical, inside- 
type receiver with quick feet and better-than-average 
speed. McKinnon likes to dish out punishment, and block- 
ing affords him that chance. 

Dennis Gentry has a place so long as he remains 
healthy. He won the game at Minnesota with a brilliant 
38-yard touchdown catch in the final minute. The play 
showcased his special change of direction, acceleration 
and quickness. He can play running back and wide 
receiver, return kickoffs and punts. At 29, Gentry proba- 
bly won't ever be a starter. He doesn't catch the ball that 
well downfield. Keith Ortego, Lew Barnes and Glen Koz- 
lowski will fight for the final job. Ortego is tough, durable 
and slow; Barnes too small. 

Cap Boso figures as the No. | tight end. Boso (6-4 and 
close to 240) possesses decent speed, shows excellent 
hands and seems to have a feel for the passing game. 
Impressive late in the season, he catches the ball in a crowd 
and is willing to absorb punishment. His blocking needs 
work, but the Bears feel he’s tenacious and big enough to 
learn. Emery Moorehead is 34 and just about done. His 
average per catch dropped to | 1.2, and outside linebackers 
are Starting to dominate him physically. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
OFFENSIVE LINE Left tackle Jim Covert and 


center Jay Hilgenberg had to play hurt. Neither guard, 
Mark Bortz nor Tom Thayer, showed improvement. 
Right tackle Keith Van Horne broke down too often in 
critical situations, The Bears crashed from third to 17thin 
percentage of sacks allowed last year and the running 
game slumped to [3th after four seasons as the NFL's best. 
Clearly, there is cause for concern with a unit that was 
highly regarded only one year ago. 

Covert played nine of 12 games basically on guts, then 
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KE DITKA STADIUM: SOLDIER FIELD (66,030) 


had surgery to repair a shoulder which had given him fits 
against speed rushers. When healthy, he buries people 
straight ahead on strength and frustrates them in pass 
protection with excellent balance and technique. Coyert’s 
mix of temperament and talent make him one of the top 
tackles in the league. 

Hilgenberg went to his third consecutive Pro Bowl even 
though he needed shoulder and elbow operations after the 
season. He concealed his wounds through outstanding 
technique and scrappiness. He’s not considered a finesse 
type, and certainly isn'ta Dave Rimington, either, but he 
has the intelligence, know-how, quickness, strength and 
consistency to remain among the league’s elite. 

The Bears had hoped for more from their guards. On 
the left, Bortz has performed admirably against some top 
defensive linemen since becoming a starter in 1984 but 
overall hasn't advanced past the journeyman level. A con- 
verted defensive tackle, Bortz still seems a little mechanical 
and crude, particularly on in-line run blocks. His natural 
strength and decent feet have helped make him a compe- 
tent pass blocker. Thayer is the best athlete on the line. 
He’s very fast, pulls and traps very well and is one of the 
few Bears who does some damage downfield. But Thayer 
makes a lot of mistakes, draws too many flags and has 
developed a nasty habit of dropping his head on initial 
contact. 

Kurt Becker isn’t expected to challenge Bortz or Thayer 
but John Wojciechowski just might. Becker has lasted six 
seasons on hustle and determination, which has endeared 
him to Ditka, But the bottom line on Becker is that he 
lacks the body control and agility to bea starter. He misses 
defenders in the open field and can’t handle speed rushers 
on the pass. Twice cut, Wojciechowski came back as a 
scab. After the strike, he started the finale at left tackle, but 
the Bears project him now at guard, his college position. 
Wojciechowski is technically sound, very competitive and 
not a bad athlete. 

Van Horne was destroyed by Washington’s Charles 
Mann in the playoffs. Overly conscious of upfield speed, 
he gets beat a lot inside. Van Horne can overwhelm 
defenders straight ahead, but sometimes gets too high, 
loses leverage and gets stuffed at the point. Not a particu- 
larly well-conditioned athlete, Van Horne will start for the 
eighth straight season unless Paul Blair improves in his 
third year. The Bears like Blair’s speed and size (6-4, 295), 
but don't think he’s ready to handle pass protection from 


the (blind) left side. GRADE (max. 10): 65 
QUARTERBACK There were games last sea- 


son when Jim McMahon's surgically reconstructed 
shoulder reduced his velocity to Pop Warner levels. He 
looked like an old man without a future and performed 
poorly in the season-ending playoff loss to Washington. 
Which is to say that McMahon’s surgeon, Dr. Frank Jobe, 
had a clue when he warned that McMahon would need a 
year to recover fully from his December 86 surgery. 

If McMahon stays healthy, the Bears remaina threat to 
win the Super Bowl. They have won 28 of his last 30 starts. 
Their belief in him knows no limits, but McMahon's 
leadership abilities shouldn't overshadow his talent, par- 
ticularly in reading defenses. He spots weaknesses that 
other quarterbacks never see, and his use of the third and 
fourth receivers on plays makes him extremely tough to 
defend. Instinctive and courageous, he’s a threat to run at 
the most opportune time. One reason McMahon gets by 
with limited arm strength is his superb touch and timing 
for pass routes, like throwing before the receiver breaks 
and getting the ball over the linebackers without over- 
throwing the ball. Even hurting, he had the league’s fifth- 
highest completion percentage (59.5) and seventh-highest 
rating (87.5). He has done it all except stay in one piece. 

Training camp probably will decide whether Mike 
Tomezak can hold off Jim Harbaugh and remain No. 2. 
Asa free agent, Tomczak has gone way past expectations, 
starting 13 games in three years and contributing to some 
important victories. He has a strong arm, probably throws 


deep more accurately than short, and will make first 
downs on the scramble. Nevertheless, Tomezak has 
thrown 20 interceptions to just seven touchdowns and has 
an alarming tendency to go blank on the field and forget 
everything he knows about reading defenses,- He’s also 
very poor looking off the defense, tending instead to zero 
in on his primary target. 

Harbaugh threw only || passes but the Bears liked what 
they saw. Bigger than McMahon or Tomezak, he works 


hard and catches on quickly. GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 


RUNNING BACKS Astute drafting and some 
master planning brought Neal Anderson and Thomas 
Sanders to the club as Walter Payton’s successors. They 
probably were better runners than Payton was in his last 
season. But to think they will restore the Bears’ ground 
game is unlikely. 

The fact that Anderson produced (586 yards rushing, 
467 yards receiving on 47 catches) while playing out of 
position at fullback demonstrated what a superb talent he 
is. Anderson doesn’t have great elusiveness, but ts decep- 
tively fast and smooth. He runs with a hard-nosed, slash- 
ing style but doesn’t usually make people miss. At 5-11 and 
210 he will run hard inside or take the toss around the 
corner. He’s also a talented receiver and legitimate deep 
threat against slower strong safeties in matchup forma- 
tions. Durability and work habits are the only questions to 
Anderson’s future. 

Sanders, a ninth-round draft choice in 1985 after an 
injury-filled career at Texas A&M, has carried only 75 
times in three seasons but has gained 450 yards (6.0 avg.). 
He is smaller, faster and quicker than Anderson, has 
tremendous acceleration into the hole and can cut on a 
dime. Sanders” blocking and receiving skills are adequate; 
he does neither as well as Anderson. 

Matt Suhey and Calvin Thomas likely will share the 
fullback chores. Suhey is undersized and slow, but smart. 
He'll stick his nose in anywhere and won't embarrass 
himself in any phase of the game. Thomas is a 245-pound 
hammer, a liability in the passing game and has become a 
more reliable blocker than in past years. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 


DEFENSIVE LINE The Bears’ defense wasn't 
quite as dominant as in the past, but it’s hard to find fault 
with the line. In nonstrike games, Chicago led the league in 
rushing defense and was second in sacks. But how much 
longer can the veterans maintain their level of excellence? 

Left tackle Steve McMichael is a case in point. He made 
consensus All-Pro for the first time although he probably 
wasn't as effective as in 1985 and "86. As an undersized 
player with phenomenal intensity, McMichael, who will 
be 31 in October, has always taken a physical pounding in 
his relentless forays on the quarterback. It’s taken atoll on 
his quickness and knees. He was almost a non-factor last 
year against opponents he used to dominate and seemed to 
get knocked backward more in the running game, too. His 
pass rush upfield has lost some steam as well but he still 
beats just about everybody with a secondary move back 
inside. For young guards looking for recognition, McMi- 
chael remains the measuring stick. 

Dan Hampton, 31, sat out four games at midseason 
when he underwent knee surgery for the seventh time. He 
no longer can chase ballcarriers to the sideline so Hamp- 
ton was all for moving inside late in the year. At tackle, his 
terrific initial quickness will usually tie up two blockers 
while his longarms make it difficult for blockers to set up. 
The problem with using Hampton at right tackle is that 
William Perry has no place to play. Ditka benched Perry 
late in the season when his weight ballooned to about 365 
and he ran out of gas. Perry is a force against the run, and 
his pass rush was adequate early. When the needle went 
past 350 his change of direction and stamina disappeared. 
Perry could well end up at left end. 


well in zone coverages but doesn’t have the speed for much 
man-to-man. He isn’t that strong but survives at the point 
of attack by using good leverage. Unfortunately, Rivera's 
modest athletic ability probably is best suited for the left 
side. 

Wilson’s stock wént up the day Marshall left for 
Washington. Wilson had his weight down to start the "87 
season and played well until his knee injury. When Wilson 
didn’t get his job back immediately he and club manage- 
ment had it out. Now the Bears desperately need Wilson’s 
physical style of play until they find reinforcements. A 
master blitzer, Wilson is spared coverage responsibilities 
so his strength, explosive quickness and keen anticipation 
can produce big plays at the line of scrimmage. 

Mike Singletary just hasn't had the impact the past two 
years that he had in the 46 defense. It was designed to 
protect him from blockers and present him with opportu- 

nities to roam and strike. In the 4-3 Singletary has had to 
filla more conventional role and his production hasn't 
been as dramatic. Singletary still plays with unbe- 
lievable intensity and deserves the accolades. His 
leadership and run-stuffing prowess will mean 
more now than ever. 
The Bears need an experienced player in 
reserve yet hustling Jim Morrissey has a 
major problem keeping his weight up. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 
DEFENSIVE BACKS. Evenwitha 


ferocious pass rush and one of the NFL/’s elite 
linebacking corps, the Bears still allowed quarter- 
backs a combined rating of 76.1 and finished 24th 
(nonstrike) in percentage of passes intercepted. The Bears 
haven't been able to replace right corner Leslie Frazier and 
free safety Gary Fencik from their Super Bowl team, and 
left corner Mike Richardson played below his ability in 
1987. There is a desperate need for faster, more alert 
athletes. 

At least the Bears have one Pro Bow! performer in Dave 
Duerson, a 6-1, 210-pounder with good speed. This year 
Duerson will move back to strong safety, where he will be 
closer to the action. He led the team in solo tackles (63) 
and interceptions (3) in 87. Rangy and physical, Duerson 
is an excellent blitzer from strong safety and probably the 
Bears’ next-best defensive player behind Singletary. With 
Marshall gone, he'll be called upon to make more big 
plays. 

Shaun Gayle, primarily a nickel back during his first 
four years, will get first shot at free safety. Gayle isn’t very 
big (5-11, 193), doesn’t have the speed to play a shallow 
center field or handle much man coverage, and has been 
prone to injury. However, he’s a good tackler and has 
always been a heady player. 

Vestee Jackson is the right corner more by default than 
performance. Jackson might make a solid free safety 
because he’s alert, reliable and nota bad tackler. At corner 
his lack of catchup speed is too often exposed. 

The three candidates at left corner are Richardson, 
Reggie Phillips and Maurice Douglass. When Richardson 
returned from a long training camp holdout, his intercep- 
tions dropped from seven to zero. He also blew too many 
coverages. Richardson’s speed always seemed more suited 
for safety, but the pass rush used to hide his weaknesses. 
Phillips is the only legitimate speed guy at corner, but 
coverage skills are raw and his anticipation poor. Teams 
beat him deep consistently because he bites and suffers 
lapses of concentration. Douglass is a hard-nosed bump- 
and-run player at 5-1] and 198. His speed and stocky build 
definitely fit better at strong safety, but at least he'll chal- 
lenge receivers. 


Dan Hampton 


The competition figures to be Al Harris, but he’s lost a 
step at 31 and isn’t much ofa factor at the point of attack. 
Another possibility is Sean Smith, a fourth-round pick in 
°87. If Smith can control his weight, he might have a shot 
for considerable time at tackle or end. 

Richard Dent tried to use more power as a pass rusher 
last year. He’s bulked up to the point where he can over- 
power some tackles rather than just take them for a ride 
around the corner. His 12'4 sacks was second in the NFC 
(to Philly's Reggie White), and led the Bears for the fourth 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
SPECIAL TEAMS Kicking field goals at wind- 


swept Soldier Field isn't easy. Kevin Butler doesn’t have a 
rocket leg but did kick a 52-yarder with no time left ona 


hands-on owner given to questionable moves. His decision 
not to re-sign linebacker Wilber Marshall sent shock 
waves throughout the organization. The Redskins made 
off with the Bears’ best player because they were willing to 
pay a million-plus-dollar-a-year ransom. McCaskey said 
the offer would ruin the salary structure. Perhaps. All the 
fans and Marshall’s teammates know is that No. 58 was 
one hellacious performer. 

After firing popular General Manager Jerry Vainisi in 
86, McCaskey told an interviewer shortly before the 87 
playoffs that some players had lost confidence in coach 
Mike Ditka. Ditka, who didn't have a good year in °87. 
alienated a large segment of the team with his strike com- 
ments. His play-calling was suspect as well but only a 
select few coaches have his blend of toughness, brains and 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 


success. 


DRAFT Fullback Brad Muster and wide receiver 
Wendell Davis were best athlete picks rather than need 
selections. Muster is a prototype one-back with sensa- 
tional hands and feel for the passing game but scouts differ 
on whether he can get to the outside. With the Bears 
apparently committed to Neal Anderson and Thomas 
Sanders as featured halfbacks, Muster, who isn’t the lead 
blocker type, may be an odd fit. Davis might have been the 
most polished, precise route-runner in the draft but lacks 
great speed (4.55). Dante Jones, a No. 2 pick, is undersized 
to play inside and not fast enough for outside, but the 
Bears were “reaching” to replace Marshall. Ralph Jarvis 
and Jim Thornton are boom- or bust-choices. 


1988 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): |. (24.23) 
BRAD MUSTER, RB, Stanford: |. (28.27) WENDELL DAVIS, WR. Louisiana 
State: 2, (24.51) DANTE JONES. LB, Oklahoma; 3. (24.78) RALPH JARVIS, 
DE, Temple: 4. (24.105) JIM THORNTON, TE, Cal State (Fullerton): 5. (24.133) 
TROY JOHNSON, LB. Oklahoma; 6. (24.161) LEMUEL STINSON. DB. Texas 
Tech; 7. (24.189) CAESAR RENTIE. OT. Oklahoma; 8 (15.208) DAVID TATE, 
DB, Colorado; 8. (24.217) HARVEY REED. RB. Howard; 9. (24.245) ROGIE 
MAGEE, WR, Louisiana State: 10, (24,273) JOEL. PORTER. OG, Baylor, 11 
(24.301) STEVE FORCH, LB, Nebraska; 12. (24.329) GREG CLARK. LB. An- 
zona State, 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 


VETERANS ROSTER 
BIRTH- 

. NAME . WT. DATE COLLEGE 
Allen. E -0 203 7/28/64 TCU 
Altholf, J -3 278 9/27/61 Winona St 
Anderson, N “11 210 8/14/64 Florida 
Barnes. L : 12/27/62 Oregon 
Barnhardt, T 6/11/63 North Carolina 
Becker. K S 12/22/58 Michigan 
Bell. T. - 11/28/58 Ohio St 
Blair. P 3/8/63 Oklahoma St 
Bortz, M 2/12/61 lowa 
Boso, C 9/10/62 Illinois 
Butler. K 7/24/62 Georgia 
Covert, J 3/22/60 Pittsburgh 
Dent. R 12/13/60 Tennessee St 
Douglass. M 2/12/64 Kentucky 
Ouerson. D 11/28/60 Notre Dame 
Gault, W 9/5/60 Tennessee 
Gayle. S 3/8/62 Ohio St 
Gentry, D 2/10/59 Baylor 
Hampton. D. 9/19/57 Arkansas 
Harbaugh, J 12/23/63 Michigan 
Harris. A 12/31/56 Arizona St 
Hilgenberg. J 3/21/60 lowa 
Jackson. V 8/14/63 Washington 
Kozlowski, G. 12/31/62 BYU 
McKeever, V 10/8/61 Florida 
McKinnon. 0. 8/22/61 Florida St 
McMahon, J 8/21/59 BYU 
McMichael. S 10/17/57 Texas 
Moorehead. E 3/22/54 Colorado 
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consecutive season. He also had four forced fumbles. 
Clearly a premier player, the Bears still wish that one day 
Dent would decide to play hard on every down. Surpris- 
ingly, he plays the run better now at the point of attack 
than as a chase-and-pursuit player. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.5 
LINEBACKERS. Wilber Marshall was the most 


valuable player on this team. The Bears could always 
count on Marshall to make a big play. He could run, hit, 
cover and lead. Without Marshall this linebacking corps 
has question marks for first the time since his arrival in 
84. 

The Bears intend to play Ron Rivera, a second-round 
pick in ‘84, at Marshall’s right outside position. Rivera 
started six games at left outside last year — Otis Wilson 
was injured — and held up fairly well. Rivera isa little stiff 
but relies on his diagnostic skills to make plays. He drops 


wet grass field at Green Bay to give the Bears a two-point 
victory. For his career Butler is 78-of-106 for 73.6 percent. 
However, inside the 40, he is 65-of-72 for 90.3 percent. His 
kickoffs improved as well in °87. 

Ditka has gone through six punters in his six years. A 
year ago he got rid of Maury Buford even though Buford 
had a 36.9 net. Bryan Wagner and Tommy Barnhardt 
didn’t produce near those numbers. They're back, but 
don’t be surprised if punter No. 7 appears on opening day. 
With the exception of the punt coverage unit that ranked 
28th, the Bears were rock solid. Dennis Gentry has 
returned a kickoff for a touchdown each of the past three 
years (his 24.8 average ranked second in the NFL) while 
Dennis McKinnon returned two punts for touchdowns. 


RAD . 10): 7. 
CONCHING), “Tt a 
ORGANIZATION Michael McCaskey is a 


90 
63 
24 
86 
85 

9 
76 
87 
84 


Morris. R 
Morrissey. J 
Norvell, J 
Ortego. K 
Perry. W 
Phillips, R 
Richardson, M 
Rivera. R 
Rubens, L 
Sanders, T 
Singletary. M 
Smith, S 
Suhey. M 
Thayer, T 
Thomas, C 
Tomczak. M 
Van Horne, K 
Wagner, B 
Wilson. 0 


Wojciechowski. J.G 


Wrightman, T 


TE 


11/14/64 SMU 
12/24/62 Michigan St 
3/28/63 lowa 
8/30/63 McNeese St 
12/16/62 Clemson 
12/12/60 SMU 
5/23/61 Arizona St 
1/7/62 California 
1/25/59 Montana St 
1/4/62 Texas A&M 
10/9/58 Baylor 
3/27/65 Grambling 
7/7/58 Penn St 
8/16/61 Notre Dame 
1/7/60 Illinois 
10/23/62 Ohio St 
11/6/57 USC 
3/28/62 Cal-St.N. Ridge 
9/15/57 Louisville 
7/30/63. Michigan St 
3/27/60 UCLA 


Wo Ma VHHMHYSS8 DIS eMNWHoOwiwD 


97 


GREEN BAY 


PACK 


AD COACH: LINDY INFANTE S 


The consensus among football people is the Green Bay 
Packers got the most from what they had in 1987. Well, 
that wasn’t much, as the team’s 3-8-1 nonstrike record and 
5-9-] overall mark will attest. Although the schedule for 
1988 is less rigorous, the critical issues in Green Bay will be 
how fast the players adjust to new coach Lindy Infante 
and whether Infante can find a quarterback. 

By hiring Infante the Packers should almost automati- 
cally improve considerably on offense. Infante designed 
the option-route passing game that carried Cincinnati to 
Super Bowl XVI and Cleveland to the AFC Champion- 
ship Game in 1986 and ‘87. Infante has even pledged to be 
his own offensive coordinator and quarterbacks coach. 

What remains to be seen is whether the Packers will 
miss Forrest Gregg’s intimidation-style motivational tac- 
tics, which generally seemed to work during his four-year 
tenure. Infante once worked under Gregg, but doesn’t fit 
his tough-guy image. 

Two decades have passed since the Packers last ap- 
peared ina Super Bowl, and in that time the team has only 
appeared in the playoffs twice. Quarterback, as much as 
any other factor, has held Green Bay back. This year’s 
candidates are Don Majkowski, an intriguing physical 
specimen in just his second year, and Randy Wright. 
Infante’s success at finding a passer probably will deter- 
mine his fate in Green Bay. 


Alphonso Carreker 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END Phillip Epps and Walter Stanley give 


the Packers sensational speed at wide receiver. Even at 29, 
Epps remains an Olympic-caliber sprinter. Their capacity 
for stretching defenses is a plus, but neither is a complete 
receiver. Combined with tight end Ed West’s limitations, 
the group had to share the blame for a passing attack that 
ranked 24th. 

Epps seemed miscast as a possession receiver. Coura- 
geous far beyond his 5-8, 158-pound dimensions, Epps has 
absorbed frightful punishment from linebackers and 
strong safeties. For the second season in succession Epps 
missed games with injuries. Despite his speed, Epps is 
more dependable than flamboyant. He won't drop the 
easy one but isn't likely to make the circus catch, either. 
However, his routes were more precise than Stanley's, and 
so Randy Wright had a tendency to go to him. Epps 
probably is too much of a straight-line runner to ever bea 
really good player. 

Stanley led the team with 38 receptions. He has game- 
breaking ability in the open field and twice went the 
distance for touchdowns on quick screens. Give him a 
crack or miss a tackle, and your defense will pay the price. 
However, Stanley continues to make the critical fumble 
and run the sloppy route. 

Frankie Neal showed flashes of becoming a top-flight 
big receiver as a rookie, catching 36 passes. He will make 
the leaping, one-handed grab, but quarterbacks couldn't 
count on Neal being where he was supposed to be. With 
greater commitment, he might displace one of the starters. 
Also, losing about 10 pounds would make him more 
maneuverable against zone coverage. 

West's forte is blocking at the point of attack, where his 
lack of height isn’t a disadvantage. He gets terrific leverage 
and stays after people. Even though he improved as a 

receiver in 1987, the Packers would like something bet- 
ter. He isn’t much ofa target, doesn’t run well and lacks 

feel for the passing game. The best of the young wide 
receivers, Willie Marshall, spent his rookie season 


on injured reserve. GRADE: (max. 10): 5.5 
OFFENSIVE LINE The Packers have a 


collection of big, experienced blockers that per- 
formed at least adequately in 10 of 12 union 
games in 1987. None of the starters or key back- 
ups has reached his 30th birthday. It’s a unit that 
has a chance to gain some recognition this year. 
Ron Hallstrom, the right guard, had a superb season in 
his fourth year as a starter. He achieved Pro Bowl level 
play through attention to detail. He began to master the 
footwork and leverage principles that got him into 
trouble against 4-3 defenses in years past. It 
enabled him to allow just one-half sack in 12 
starts. Hallstrom continued to pancake de- 
fenders in the open field and against 3-4 
inside linebackers, but his greatest im- 
provement was on straight-ahead run- 
ning plays. He deserved to be the 
team’s offensive MVP, both as a 
player and leader. 
The Packers’ other premier 
lineman is left tackle Ken Ruett- 
gers. A better competitor than 
athlete, Ruettgers often yields 
too many sacks and hurries 
to speed rushers. But he’s 
also good enough to neu- 
tralize players like Chris 
Doleman, Pat Swilling and 
Rulon Jones, as he did 
in 1987. Ruettgers has 
superior work habits 


and sometimes seems almost mechanical because his tech- 
niques are so grooved in. He is an effective"drive blocker, 
but at this stage isn’t dominant. Although right tackle 
might be his best position, the Packers look for Ruettgers 
to protect their quarterbacks’ blind side well into the 
1990s. 

Situation substitution prevailed at left guard and right 
tackle. Rich Moran played early downs at left guard 
because he is a fierce, go-for-the-throat drive blocker de- 
spite leading the team in holding penalties. Tom Neville 
was solid on passing downs. Neville is no gazelle at 6-5, 
295, but plays smart and stays on his feet. 

Keith Uecker and Alan Veingrad split time at right 
tackle. Uecker, mean and nasty, probably is the best run 
blocker on the club. Upfield speed troubled him in protec- 
tion, but Uecker missed so much time over the years that 
his abilities have been clouded. Veingrad, a finesse player 
witha wicked cut block on pass plays, will have to improve 
to fend off Dave Croston, a third-round pick in 1987. 
Another quality player in contention is guard-tackle Tom 
Robison, a refugee from the USFL. 

Mark Cannon does a decent job at center when healthy, 
but he hasn’t been 100 percent since October 1986. A 
chronic knee injury has slowed his development. Although 
he played hurt almost all season, there were days when the 
Packers probably wished they had another center. Can- 
non has excellent size and strength, but only marginal 


athleticrability: GRADE: (max. 10): 6.0 
QUARTERBACK Only three times since 


1973, when the NFL began using its current system for 
rating quarterbacks, have the Packers had a passer rank in 
the top half in the league. His name was Lynn Dickey. Last 
year’s primary starter, Randy Wright, struggled in ahead 
of only ex-Steeler Mark Malone. The hope in Packerland 
this year is Don Majkowski, a 10th-round draft choice 
from Virginia in 1987. 

Majkowski probably is the best athlete the franchise has 
had at quarterback; he runs the 40 in 4.55 seconds and 
once cleared 6-1] in the high jump. He Is a major threat as 
arunner, as evidenced by his 15 carries for 127 yards in five 
starts last year. But he is a passer first, runner second. And 
his arm strength, which worried some scouts a year ago, is 
more than adequate. This is a guy with a live arm and a 
quick release. 

Majkowski closed the season with a three-touchdown- 
pass performance at New Orleans. It was a remarkable 
showing, until midway through the third quarter, when 
the Saints’ defense and crowd completely unnerved him. 
Majkowski had other sublime and ridiculous moments, 
too, so the Packers don’t know if he will be ready in his 
second year. One thing in his favor is attitude. Even vet- 
erans seemed to rally around Majkowski’s brash, street- 
smart personality. 

Gregg soured on Wright late in the year when the entire 
offense became nonproductive. Wright played the best 
football of his career in the month after the strike, throw- 
ing six touchdowns compared to one interception. Then, 
in his final four starts, he had seven interceptions and no 
touchdowns. Wright is extremely bright with an average 
arm and modest mobility. He is most dangerous running 
up into the pocket and throwing into broken coverages. 
His ability to throw deep is questionable, and his overall 
accuracy wasn't good late last season. 

Robbie Bosco has spent two seasons on injured reserve 
following reconstructive shoulder surgery. The Packers 
say his arm is sound. This training camp will be telltale. 


GRADE: (max. 10): 4.5 
RUNNING BACKS. The Packers expected in- 


Stant impact from Brent Fullwood and got 274 yards 
rushing and two pass receptions in return. Fullwood didnt 
know his plays and stayed hurt most of the year. 

There’s nothing wrong with Fullwood’s ability. True, 
his hands and knowledge of the passing game are suspect, 
and maybe he doesn’t make the sharp cuts of the premier 
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running backs. But when Fullwood played as a rookie, 
and that wasn't often, he showed explosive power and 
speed. Nor did the first defender get him down. Heseemed 
. to smell the end zone, scoring five touchdowns, many on 
second and third effort. 
_ What Fullwood must do is make a commitment to pro 
football. As a rookie he didn’t seem interested in condi- 
tioning or learning the game. His sullen, sometimes surly 
" attitude didn’t endear him to his teammates, either, If he 
doesn't get in shape, work on his receiving and study his 
playbook, Fullwood will be the biggest bust in Green Bay 
_ since quarterback Rich Campbell. ~ 
_ Kenneth Davis had some of Fullwood’s problems as a 
rookie and emerged as a much better player in his second 
‘ season. He became a threat as a receiver, improved his 
’ blocking and started to let the plays come to him. But the 
’ Packers aren't sure Davis will ever be a heavy-duty back. 
His durability is questionable and he doesn’t run as hard as 
Fullwood, but he is more elusive. Both have breakaway 
speed, but don’ seem suited to play in the same backfield. 
Thus, it seems Paul Ott Carruth and Jessie Clark will 
continue to split time at fullback. Clark was averaging 
about two yards per carry until late in the season, when he 
flashed some of his old big-play ability. Carruth doesn’t 
have Clark’s power as a runner or lead blocker, but prob- 
- ably is more dependable in all phases. 


GRADE: (max. 10): 5.5 
DEFENSIVE LINE The Packersarelikea lot of 


teams in the league. They aren't happy with their pedes- 
trian defensive line but have learned to live with it until the 
draft provides better. As a whole, this unit played to its 
modest ability in 1987. 

Left end Alphonso Carreker hasn't played like a first- 
round draft choice and probably never will. In four sea- 
sons Carreker has carved his niche as an adequate run 
player who can't get upfield on the pass rush. Only the 
ends with exceptional tools can do that playing the two- 
gap technique in a 3-4 defense. Carreker doesn't have that 
type of quickness or acceleration off the ball. In four full 
seasons he has only 1944 sacks, including four last year. On 
the plus side, Carreker has proven to be durable and fairly 
consistent. The Packers hoped he would respond to less 
structured roles as an inside pass rusher in four-man 
fronts, but the results were disappointing. 

Robert Brown provides little pass rush from the weak 
side, or right end position. At times he will pop through on 
the inside against left tackles who overcommit upfield, but 
very seldom will Brown get around the corner. Undersized 

" at 6-2 and 266, Brown entered the NFL in 1982 as a 
235-pound linebacker. But, because of his lack of height, 
Brown isa redoubtable leverage-oriented run player at the 
point of attack. You'd better buckle your chinstrap to try 
and dislodge him on goal-line and short-yardage. He will 
stuff even the premier left tackles straight ahead. 

Jerry Boyarsky, a journeyman nose tackle who moved 
into the lineup in the third game, had his best season in 87. 
With thick legs and a massive torso, he can handle double- 
team punishment and keep coming back for more. 
Boyarsky had several outstanding games against top- 
flight centers. The Packers would prefer having a better 
pass rusher than Boyarsky, but if he keeps making the 
plays he did last year the job is his. 

There is a glaring lack of depth. The No. 2 nose tackle is 
Ross Browner, who is 33 and hadn‘t played there until last 
season. Brent Moore and Mike Weddington didn‘ do the 
job as speed-type nickel pass rushers. Ben Thomas has as 
much potential as any lineman on the roster, but missed all 
of '87 following major knee surgery. 


‘ GRADE: (max. 10): 4.5 
LINEBACKERS. This is becoming one of the 


better linebacking corps in the league. Certainly it is the 
Packers’ strongest unit, and the heart of their defense. 
With only one starter, John Anderson, older than 25, and 
several quality backups already on hand, the Packers 
shouldn't have to draft here for some time. 

Brian Noble, a 6-344, 250-pounder at strong inside, and 
Johnny Holland give Green Bay a top-flight pair at inside 
linebacker. Noble's forte is slamming down the run 
between the tackles. Centers and guards sometimes get to 
his body, but Noble is so massive that he sheds well and 
envelops the pile. Because of his size, Noble gives away 
something on pass coverage against flaring running backs, 
but only Anderson played in nickel schemes. Noble has 
become an emotional, fiery leader and led the team in 
tackles for a second consecutive season. 

Holland didn’t take on blockers as a movement player 

* at Texas A&M, so his toughness and adequate strength at 
the point surprised the coaches. The Packers would like 
more power from Holland, but there’s no substitute for the 
coverage speed and athletic ability he provides. Holland is 


100 


a sure tackler but not an explosive one. He has good 
instincts and doesn't overrun many plays. 

The club’s best pass rusher the past two seasons has 
been Tim Harris, the right outside linebacker on early 
downs and the left end on passing downs. In fact, Harris’ 
best position probably would be right end ina 4-3, but the 
Packers appear committed to the 3-4 and Harris lacks the 
strong lower body to play down fulltime. When his play- 
ing weight is in the 242-247 range, Harris can be devastat- 
ing off the ball as a speed/quickness/ height (6-5) pass 
rusher. But when his weight balloons to 260, Harris isn’t 


much of a factor. Harris still seems raw at linebacker, , 


where he struggles in space and misses too many open- 
field tackles. ; ; : 

Anderson, the only Packer remaining from the 1970s, 
enters his | 1th season. At 32, he doesn’t run as well in 
coverage anymore. However, his strength is better and he 
has become a more efficient blitzer. If the Packers wish to 
replace Anderson, they probably will move Scott Stephen 
from the weak side to the strong side. Once Stephen 
understands the playbook, he has the pure speed and 
striking ability to be a player. 

The Packers like Burnell Dent as an inside backup, and 
John Dorsey has survived four seasons. 


GRADE: (max. 10): 7.0 
DEFENSIVE BACKS Even without much 


pass rush, the Packers finished fifth in pass defense and 
only allowed 12 touchdown passes in 12 nonstrike games, 
compared to 31 in 16 games the year before. Yet, there isa 
lack of speed and an age problem here. The statistical 
achievements were more the result of playing vanilla 
zones. The starters combined for just four interceptions. 

Mark Lee, the 30-year-old left corner, saw his intercep- 
tion total drop from nine to one. The Packers wonder 
whether he’s lost some of his considerable athletic ability. 
Lee wasn't beaten often, but just didn’t get in position to 
make many plays. Lee has always relied more on raw 
talent than instinct to do a solid job. 

The acquisition of right corner Dave Brown from Seat- 
tle for an ! 1th-round draft choice plugged a gaping hole 
that threatened to undermine the entire defense. Brown 
played within himself (and off the receivers) and recog- 
nized how offenses were trying to exploit him. Brown can't 
run much anymore at 35, but he’s as cagey a veteran as 
you'll find. Because the Packers have a dearth of secon- 
dary depth, Brown is expected to start another year. 

Free safety Ken Stills has intercepted but one pass in 35 
games. Translation: the Packers are looking to replace 
him. He lays trip-hammer hits on receivers inside, but 
Stills almost always is late arriving. His hands are poor, a 
major failing for a centerfield-type free safety. Slow and 
not very instinctive, he also misses more tackles than he 
should. Hoping to unseat Stills are Tiger Greene, another 
aggressive veteran with marginal speed, and Elbert Watts, 
who is questionable after a terrible knee injury in "87 
clouded his eye-catching potential (6-1, 212, 4.5). 

Mark Murphy enters his ninth season as the incumbent 
strong safety. Murphy spends his football life trying to 
compensate for very ordinary speed, which is emphasized 
with Stills next to him. In run support, blitzing and diag- 
nosing plays, Murphy is an exemplary performer. Ah, but 
interceptions: he has just six in five years as a starter. 

Cornerback Kenny Johnson held up well in the nickel. 


GRADE: (max. 10): 5.5 
SPECIAL TEAMS Forest Gregg believed in 


coaching special teams by committee. The committee 
failed. Only Tampa Bay performed worse last year. For 
the first time since 1983 Green Bay will have a full-time 
special teams coach this year in Howard Tippett. 

Punter Don Bracken was a bright spot, tying for ninth 
place in gross average (40.9 yards) and net average (34.2). 
His leg strength is adequate, his hands are excellent and his 
directional work improved. Max Zendejas, a talented field 
goal kicker who flopped in Dallas and Washington, 
earned the regular job by kicking 7 of 7 in scab ball. He 
finished 16-of-19, dispelling some of his “choke” reputa- 
tion. His kickoffs need work. 

Punt returner Walter Stanley and kickoff returner 
Brent Fullwood both are dangerous if they can field the 
ball. Stanley, in particular, is an accident waiting to 
happen. He’s brilliant in the open field, but too often 
passes up the certain eight yards trying for the big one. 
Fullwood made tacklers miss on almost every return. 


GRADE: (max. 10): 5.5 


COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION new coach Lindy Infante is 


the team's first coach in 30 years not to receive ultimate 
football authority. The power broker in Green Bay is Tom 
Braatz, the director of football operations. 


In two decades of front office work with Atlanta, Braatz 
became ring-wise around the NFL draft and board rooms. 
His expertise i6 a rare commodity in Green Bay, where 
community business leaders too often were involved in 
franchise decisions. Braatz runs the draft, makes trades 
and settles personnel issues with the head coach. His first 
draft received a solid grade. 

The key figure in Infante’s new staff is Hank Bullough. 
As defensive coordinator, Bullough has 16 of the com- 
bined 38 years of NFL experience on Infante’s staff. 
Infante needed a take-charge defensive overseer to free 
him to coordinate his offense. 

There is considerable unrest among the rank and file 
regarding the team’s salary structure, which ranked 27th 
last year. Half of the team’s starters became free agents 
Feb. 1, so the potential for divisive salary battles is present. 


GRADE: (max. 10): 5.0 


‘DRAFT When the Raiders drafted Tim Brown, the 


Packers overlooked their defensive needs and Jumped on 
wide receiver Sterling Sharpe. Sharpe played in the South 
Carolina run-and-shoot offense that required the same 
read-and-run adjustments coach Lindy Infante will use in - 
Green Bay and should be the Packers best wideout since 
James Lofton. 

Three of the next six picks were defensive linemen. 
Shawn Patterson should start at right end, while nose 
tackle Rollin Putzier and left end Nate Hill should 
upgrade a dismal position. Patterson has 4.85 speed and 
might develop into the pass rusher that he wasn’t in a 
disciplined run defense at Arizona State. Chuck Cecil is a 
crash-and-burn player with a major durability question. 
Keith Woodside and Patrick Collins were drafted specifi- 
cally to fit the H-back role in Infante’s offense. 


1988 DRAFT round number (pick In round; overail sequence): |. (7.7) 
STERLING SHARPE. WR, South Carolina; 2. (7.34) SHAWN PATTERSON. 
DT. Arizona State: 3. (7.61) KEITH WOODSIDE. RB, Texas A&M: 4. (6,88) 
ROLIIN PUTZIER, DT. Oregon: 4. (7.69) CHUCK CECIL, DB. Arizona: 5. 
(7.116) DARRELE REED. 1B. Oklahoma: 6. (7,144) NATE HILL. DT. Auburn: 
7. (7.173) GARY RICHARD. DB. Pittsburgh; 8. (7.200) PATRICK COLLINS, 
RB. Okluhoma: 9. (7.228) NEAL WILKINSON, TE, James Madison: $0, (7.256) 
BUD KEYES. QB. Wisconsin: 12. (7.312) SCOTT BOLTON. WR. Auburn. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 


T.Q.54.5 


“ VETERANS ROSTER 


COLLEGE 
2/14/56 Michigan 
1/11/63 BYU 
5/15/59 Pitt 
2/16/62 Michigan 
1/16/53 Michigan 
§/21/60 Virginia Tech 
3/22/54 Notre Dame 
6/14/62 Tex.-Artington 
5/25/62 Florida St. 
7/22/61 Alabama 
1/5/61 Mid. Tennessee St. 
1/3/60 Arkansas 
11/10/63 towa 
4/16/62 TCU 
3/16/63 Tulane 
8/31/60 Connecticut 
11/11/59 TCU 
10/10/63 Auburn 
2/15/62 W. Carolina 
9/29/58 Elon College 
6/11/59 lowa 
235% 9/10/64 Memphis St. 
3/11/65 Texas A&M 
12/28/63 Miss. State 
3/20/58 Washington 
2/25/64 Virginia 
5/23/64 Temple 
3/19/62 San Diego SI. 
7/14/64 Oklahoma 
4/22/58 West Liberty 
10/1/65 Fi, Hays St. 
9/4/61 Fresno St. 
9/6/62 Arizona St. 
11/17/61 Texas A&M 
8/20/62 USC 
9/13/64 Grambling 
11/5/62 Mesa College 
6/18/64 Asizona St. 
186% 9/6/63 Wisconsin 
2/22/61 Boise St. 
7/2161 = Auburn 
6/29/60 Auburn 
7/24/63 E. Texas SI. 
3/20/63 USC 
10/9/60 Oklahoma 
10/7/59 Angelo St. 
8/2/61 = Auburn 
1/31/62 Syracuse 
1/12/61 Wisconsin 
9/2/63 Arizona 


WO. NAME 
59 Anderson. J. 
6 Bosco. R. 
61 Boyarsky. J. 
17 Bracken. O. 
3 Brown. D. 
93 Grown, R. 
79 Browner, R. 
58 Cannon, M. 
76 Carreker. A. 
Carruth, P. 
Cherry. B. 
Qark, J. 
Croston, D. 


Hackett, J. 
Hallstrom, R. 


Lee, M. 
Majkowski, D. 
Marshall, W. 
Moran. R. 
Morris. L. 
Murphy. M4. 
Neal. F. 
Neville, T. 
Noble, 8. 
Robison. T. 
Ruettgers. K. 
Scott. P. 
Stantey, W. 
Stephen, S. 
Stills, K. 
Summers. D. 
Thomas, B. 
Uecker, K. 
Veingrad. A. 
Watts. E. - 
Weddington, M. 
Weishuhn, C. 
West, E. 
Winter, 8. 
Wright. R. 
Zendejas, M. 
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but few runners match his ability to pick up the “tough in-- 
side yardage.” Several receivers are superior to Jy T. 
Smith of St. Louis "in going deep for the bomb,” but few 
equal his ability in catching medium and short passes. 
Our advanced and super advanced games allow you 
even more player and strategical control over 1000 NFL 
players. 4-3, 3-4, nickel defense, or whatever, if that's 
your bag, our advanced or super advanced game is for 
you. Yes, you can actually set-up these and countless 
other defenses to battle pro football's varied offensive 
formations including full house backfield, 3 wide receiver 
or 2 tight end alignments. Imagine the “crunching” pass 
rush of New York's (NFC) Lawrence Taylor — Yes, you 
actually feel that sensation in our super advanced game. 
Our basic game is simple and easy to play. Our advan- 
ced and super advanced games are more complex and 
unbelievably exciting to play. And best of all, there is no 


STRAT-O- MATIC 
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It is rare that a fantastic prod- 
uct is greatly improved upon, 
but that's what we did to Strat- 
O-Matic Pro Football in 1983. 
Our football game's advanced 
and super advanced versions 
were wondrously revised to 
place our great product beyond 

compare. And this was done without 
making the game more difficult to play. 
Most important was the overwhelmingly 
gratifying response we received from our 
customers concerning these changes. 


Strat-O-Matic is actually 3 games in 
one — basic, advanced and super 
advanced. 


= i 
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ha it 
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Our basic game allows you to coach all 28 NFL teams 
with each team's performance dictated by its player per- 
sonnel and your coaching decisions. Each player's 
strengths and weaknesses are measured. For example, 
Danny White of Dallas has an excellent pass completion 


need to purchase each game separately, as all game 
parts and instructions for all 3 games are included in our 
famous football product. If you are football fanatical or 
just football interested, youngster or adult, Strat-O-Matic 
is for you. 


percentage but experiences more difficulty completing 
long passes than many other quarterbacks. Cincinnati's 
Larry Kinnebrew may not be an outside running threat, 


pale Siti 800-645-3455 
TOLL FREE NUMBER 
mmm ASK FOR Dept. mp| 20 | 


1 FOR Football Game Purchases with Visa or Master Cards 
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— All orders (mail and phone) shipped within 72 hours. 
FOR List of store locations carrying Strat-O-Matic Games. SEND FOR FREE SAMPLE OFFER 
MAIL COUPON NOW 


FOR a FREE brochure on our Football Game. 
r me a om | 


STRAT-O-MATIC GAME CO., INC. 2105 Dept. 
46 Railroad Plaza, Glen Head, N.Y. 11545 


Send an exciting, colorful 9 x 12 Football brochure anda national listing of 
stores carrying Strat-O-Matic at no cost or obligation to me. 


Toll free number is available (except 
January) 8:30 A.M.-4:00 P.M. EST, 
Monday to Friday in continental United 
States (excluding New York) and Puerto 
Rico. If you prefer, mail in coupon 


found at right, for retail listings and a l 
free brochure. New York, please reply ON El en ES Ee 
by mail or call toll number 516-671-6566. ! 
Canada, Alaska, and Hawaii, please Address | 
reply by mail. 
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More than three decades since their last championship, 
the Detroit Lions sometimes don’t seem to care any more. 
In three seasons coach Darryl Rogers has gone from 
mediocre to bad. His team upset some good clubs in 1985 
(7-9), but 1986 (5-11) and 1987 (3-9 nonstrike) were disas- 
ters. The Lions don’t play particularly hard, nor are they 
brimming with talent. Nor do the fans have much interest, 
judging from attendance patterns last year. The upcoming 
season has worn a pall of ugliness since before training 
camp even began. Does anyone other than Rogers himself 
really believe he has a chance to save his job with this 
team? 

The only way the Lions will make a move is if Reggie 
Rogers suddenly becomes the devastating pass rusher 


their scouts predicted. The Lions need a great defensive \& 


lineman so their horrible secondary won't be overex- 
posed. On offense, with the line on solid footing, it’s up 
to quarterback Chuck Long and halfback Garry 

James to make big plays. 

This is a franchise that hasn't recovered from the 1984 
injury that eliminated Billy Sims. If that recovery doesn’t 
happen in 1988, expect Darryl Rogers’ problem to become 
someone else’s problem in 1989. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END The production Pete Mandley 


showed as a punt returner finally carried over into his 
receiving. After having caught just 28 passes in his first 
three seasons, Mandley caught 58 last year and was named 
analternate to the Pro Bowl. But the situation at tight end 
isa bad joke, and Jeff Chadwick can’t seem to stay healthy 
on the other side. 

Although he isn’t a great wide receiver, Mandley gives 
the Lions a building block. Only three wide receivers 
—J.T. Smith, Al Toon and Jerry Rice — had more recep- 
tions than Mandley. Early in his career he seemed to have 
almost no feel for the passing game. He had this unreal 
maneuverability and acceleration, but displayed incon- 
sistent hands and imprecise routes. The Lions’ new 
receiver coach, Lew Carpenter, helped him refine his skills, 
but Mandley is still most dangerous after the catch. His 
12.4 average in 1987 reflects his use mostly over short 
middle, although his seven touchdown receptions were the 
most by a Detroit wide receiver since Billy Gambrell in 
1968. 

Jeff Chadwick is satisfactory. At 6-3, he continues to 
surprise many cornerbacks with his deceptive speed. 
Chadwick is especially good along the sidelines, because 
he has crisp mioves and doesn’t slow coming out of his 
breaks. But his courage inside is suspect, and his bones 
brittle. He’s missed 14 games in the past three years witha 
broken collarbone, torn Achilles and broken wrist. 

Expected to challenge Chadwick is Gary Lee, a 12th- 
round draft choice from Georgia Tech who had 19 recep- 
tions late in the year. Lee is a big receiver with adequate 
speed and good hands. Veteran Mark Nichols came back 
last year after missing 1986 with knee surgery and looked 
rough. Carl Bland doesn't run fast enough to be a starter. 

The Lions have been searching for a tight end since 
trading David Hill in 1983. They seem almost embar- 
rassed to list Rob Rubick as No. | on the depth chart. 
Rubick doesn’t block very well because he isn’t that big. 
Moreover, he can’t get deep, and drops passes at the worst 
times. So what do you do? Go out and reacquire Hill, of 
course. Picked up from the Rams in the offseason, the 
beefy Hill has lost mobility but if motivated can help 
immediately blocking. Journeyman Vyto Kab and Mark 
Lewis, a talent who didn’t cut it in Green Bay, are the 


BAPEUDS: GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 
OFFENSIVE LINE tn two seasons the Lions 


have leaped from 24th to second (nonstrike games) in 
percentage of sacks allowed. It’s a tribute to an offensive 
line which has played consistently well Since 1986. To gain 
more recognition the unit must help improve the Lions* 
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him. Fortunately, Kevin Glover blossomed into a player in 
his third year. Glover only stands 6-2, but he has.thick hips 
and thighs for in-line explosion. Ina division where guards 
face monsters like Keith Millard and Dan Hampton, 
Glover’s leverage and strength are a necessity. Glover's 
best position probably is center, but he is penciled in at left 
guard. 

Scott Barrows, a one-time free agent who has done an 
effective job in pass protection, started 10 games at guard 
but is another natural center. Another quality backup is 
\, Eric Sanders, a tackle-guard who has enough ability and 
experience to start for some teams. Sanders stands 6-5'4. 
», 284, with decent athletic ability and good strength. He'd 
have a better chance if his run-blocking were more 


Mg explosive. The Lions still have hopes that Joe Milini- 


Jimmy Williams 


average per rush of 3.7 yards, which ranked 24th in the 
NEL in nonstrike games. 

Left tackle Lomas Brown is the best player at the hard- 
est position. He didn’t havea great third season, but a knee 
injury limited him in more than half the games. With his 
natural strength and superb footwork and balance, Brown 
can shut down a Dexter Manley. He is ultra competitive, 
sometimes to the point where he loses focus and tries to 
hurt people. 

Holdouts and injuries have caused Harvey Salem to 
miss most of the past three training camps, but he’s such an 
exceptional athlete that his development hasn't suffered. 
When he was moved from left guard to right tackle last 
year, he seemed to find his natural position. Salem’s forte 
is pass protection. For a big man he displays good move- 
ment on sweeps and counters. His weakness is at the point 
of attack in the running game. 

If Keith Dorney can stay healthy enough to start at right 
guard, the Lions will have three premier players. Dorney is 
a gung-ho leader who influences his teammates by his fiery 
example. He can be devastating straight-ahead but has 
been hurt so often that the Lions can never really count on 


chik, a third-round pick in 1986, might emerge at 
guard. Milinichik is an intense, all-out practice 
player with tremendous strength. But he doesnt 
move well. 4 
When healthy, Steve Mott has been the starting 
center since early in the 83 season. Mott doesn't 
have the bulk to match up man-on-man with power- 
type nose tackles. But he does a good job in zone protec- 
tion schemes and combination-run blocks because he’s 
crafty, prepared and a street fighter. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
QUARTERBACK chuck Long had just about 


the kind of season you would expect of a first-year starter. 
The Lions won only three of 12 nonstrike games, and 
Long finished 25th among NFL starters with a quarter- 
back rating of 63.4. But he played every down, gaining 
valuable experience and leaving the coaches with a solid 
feelingabout his future. Given his combination of intelli- 
gence, resourcefulness and ability, Detroit can win with 
Long if not because of him. 

Long’s distinguishing characteristics are his charisma 
and confidence. He has shocked new teammates with the 
strength of his self-assurance. In truth, even Long had 
some problems dealing with the adverse situation in 
Detroit last year, but they weren't overly apparent. It, 
would have been nice had Long demonstrated a more 
powerful arm than he showed at Lowa, but he didn’t. What 
you saw then is what he is now. Long’s arm strength is 
average at best, and he must throw early to avoid under- 
throwing on deep passes. However, the accurate touch he 
had in college is still there. 

The Lions dumped Joe Ferguson during the off-season, 
leaving Eric Hipple as Long’s only experienced backup. 
Hipple, 30, spent an entire season on injured reserve after a 
training camp mishap requiring surgery on his right 
thumb. The Lions are 28-29 in games started by Hipple 
since he arrived in 1980. He has a strong but wild arm, a 
scrambler’s devil-may-care attitude and a quick mind. 


‘ GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
RUNNING BACKS. Garry James has the po- 


tential to be a game-breaking running back. He flashed it 
in 1986 after being drafted in the second round from 
Louisiana State. But potential means nothing in the train- 
ing room, where James held fort in 1987. 

Durability had been a rap on him coming out of LSU, 
and even in a strike-shortened season he couldn't stay in 
one piece. After losing him for four full games and most of 
three others with assorted injuries last year, the Lions are 
getting downright uneasy. When healthy, James possesses 
almost everything you want in a top halfback: breakaway 
speed, a 215-pound body to break tackles, instincts to read 
holes and react in the open field, excellent hands and a 
knack for making big plays. The Lions might have to spot 
him to prolong his career. 

Their alternatives are Karl Bernard, who made it as a 
free agent last year, and former Packer Gary Ellerson. 
Bernard’s 99-yard rushing game against Kansas City was 
the team’s season-high. Used primarily as a utility player, 
Bernard showed natural wiggle as an outside runner, some 


; 
i 


4 


toughness inside and a feel for the passing game. There's a 
chance he may level off in training camp, but for now the 
Lions are anxious to give him another look. At 220 
pounds and 4.5 speed, Ellerson spent 2/4 unfulfilled sea- 
sons in Green Bay. He isn’t a tenacious blocker and was 
nagged by minor injuries with the Packers. But ifthe Lions 
can light a fire under him, he might be outstanding. 
James Jones and backup Scott Williams are a strong 
combination at fullback. Jones’ statistics dropped signifi- 
cantly last year when the Lions tried to become more 
tailback-oriented. In retrospect, they didn't use their 
dependable fullback enough. Jones absorbed a tot of pun- 
ishment during his first four seasons, but at 27 still has 
several good years in him, His ability to slide outside, his 
excellent hands and extraordinary blocking skills make 
Jones one of the NFL's premier fullbacks. His feel for 
picking up loose pass rushers on blitz pickup is uncanny. 
Williams had shoulder surgery late in the season. He's a 
238-pounder who runs about 4.65 and is a punishing 


plockere GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
DEFENSIVE LINE Rookie Jerry Ball filled a 


vacancy at nose tackle. Eric Williams and Keith Ferguson 
did a respectable job as the defensive ends. But the Lions 
did not and will not make genuine strides with their defen- 
sive line unless Reggie Rogers delivers as a pass-rusher. It’s 
that simple. 

Rogers was drafted with the No. 7 pick. He played six 
games, making five solo tackles and failing to post a single 
sack. He had to be excused for 30 days to receive personal 
and emotional counseling. His problems may overcome 
his football ability, which scouts say is overwhelming. 
Rogers spent much of the off-season in Detroit and took 
part in workouts, which the Lions took as a positive sign. 
In his brief stint as a rookie, Rogers didn’t look likea great 
player. He wouldn't try the same move twice in a row on 
the practice field, even if it worked. Another concern is his 
lack of strength and stamina. The Lions really don't know 
when he'll play again, let alone play well. 

If Rogers isn’t the full-time answer at right end, it’s up to 
Ferguson, who again led Detroit linemen in sacks with six. 
Ferguson is underrated. He gave All-Pro Gary Zimmer- 
man fits. A shifty, unorthodox pass rusher, he lulls oppo- 
nents to sleep. His best move is driving hard upfield, 
throwing the blocker and cutting back inside. Ferguson, 
however, doesn't have the body mass to play the run down 
after down. 

Williams has little or no pass-rush ability. He lacks the 
quickness and speed to get upfield, and doesn’t work hard 
enough to pick up persistence sacks. A chronic hip prob- 
lem reduces his endurance. A mountain of a man at 6-4 
and 280, he's better against the run. Another holdover. 
eight-year vet Curtis Green, has more raw material than 
Williams but just ish’t an all-out performer. He holds his 
place on the roster almost by default and registers two or 
three sacks each season. 

Ball and fellow rookie Dan Saleaumua, a seventh- 
round pick from Arizona State, slugged it out ona 70-30 
basis at nose tackle. They look like twins at 6-0, 290. Ball. a 
No. 3 choice, has better movement but his short arms limit 
him to bull tactics as a pass rusher. Saleaumua may be 
Detroit's fastest defensive lineman ... for 10 yards. He's 
got to count his calories and play with more discipline. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 


LINEBACKERS Jimmy Williams probably was 
the Lions" best footbal| player in 1987. Michael Cofer led 

: the team in sacks with 84%-and rookic Dennis Gibson 
started all 12 nonstrike games, Only at the strong inside 
position, where veteran Shelton Robinson is marginal at 
best, do the Lions enter 1988 hoping to make a change. 
Clearly, linebacking is the heart of this defense. 

Williams entered the league in 1982 as a run-around 
player and with a one-dimensional reputation as a cover 
guy. Today Williams is a strong, powerful force on the 
strong outside who can control tight ends and slam 
blockers around at the point of attack. He’s a swashbuck- 
ling blitzer equally adept at covering the quick backs in the 
flats. Opponents dislike his trash-talking ways on the field, 
but he backs it up with performance. 

If Williams gives 100 percent, Cofer gives 110 percent 
from his weakside outside post. This is one of the most 
reckless, relentless players in the league. Cofer is used 
primarily as a pass rusher, and played down in many 
nickel alignments. A converted defensive end, Cofer still 
struggles a bit in space and has a tendency to be too easily 
cut on weakside tosses. And there are times his energy level 
takes him out of plays. But you've still got to love this guy's 
style and results, . 

Gibson, an eighth-round draft choice, played outside at 
lowa State. Moved to the weak inside post by the Lions, 


Gibson improved each day and ended up with a team- 


leading 68 solo tackles. He’s more of a finesse, heady-type 
player than a smasher. But he usually brought people 
down and had enough speed for man coverage against 
backs. 

Seven-year veteran Robinson should be challenged by 
Danny Lockett. Robinson stands in tough on the inside 


- stuff but doesn’t have much range or speed. Lockett was a 


pass-rushing outside linebacker in college before convert- 
ing to inside. The Lions would prefer having Lockett's 
fresh legs in the lineup, but the move depends on whethef 
he can master his assignments. 

Vernon Maxwell and George Jatnison provide consid- 
erable athletic ability as the outside backups. Jamison was 
able to add almost 15 pounds last season without slowing 
down from the 4.75 range. Maxwell has rare quickness for 
a 235-pound man but still has a penchant for playing out 
of control. The eighth member of last year’s corps, Paul 
Butcher, was an alternate to the Pro Bowl as a special 


teams: player, GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
DEFENSIVE BACKS. Tre tipoff on just how 


bad the Lions’ secondary was last year came in the first 
post-strike game, when an obscure rookie quarterback for 
the Packers named Don Majkowski singed Detroit for 323 
yards and three touchdowns. The combination of injuries 
to two key starters, cement-footed replacements and a 
meager pass rush spelled disaster. It’s hard to imagine any 
secondary playing worse than the Lions’ did in 1987. 

Chances for a quick fix are tied to free safety Devon 
Mitchell’s recovery from knee surgery. Mitchell's injury, 
which occurred in the final exhibition game, was so severe 
that he is still questionable. As a rookie in 1986, Mitchell's 
height and specd helped him become the club’s No. | 
defensive back. His loss created a cavity in the deep middle 
that opponents delighted in exploiting. 

The personnel is so thin that strong safety James Grif- 
fin, who was waived by Cincinnati in 1986, seems the,only 
dependable starter. Griffin has only 4.8 speed, so man 
coverage must be avoided. But he has excellent size at 6-3 
and 210, forces the run well and doesn’t make many 
mistakes. Griffin's 17 interceptions in 23 career starts indi- 
cate his alertness and instinctiveness. The starting free 
safety entering training camp is Raphel Cherry, who 
claimed the job after the strike. Cherry left the middle too 
often and broke coverages, but late in the year he was 
becoming more proficient. Cherry is a hard but sloppy 
tackler who runs in the 4.6 range. 

Bobby Watkins was the Lions’ top cover guy from 1983 
to 1985, but has missed 19 games over the past two seasons 
with leg injuries. His career may be over. The Lions ended 
up playing diminutive Duane Galloway for Watkins, but 
Galloway might be the slowest corner in the league. He 
survives by being the most physically intimidating 5-74 
person you'd ever care not to meet. Another candidate, 
Ricky Smith, has been cut by several teams. Smith has size 
and some quickness, having returned an interception 34 
yards for a TD, but isn’t much of a hitter. 

The Lions have been trying to replace right corner 
Bruce McNorton almost since he became a starter in 
mid-1983. McNorton has hung on to his job with raw 
speed. He isn’t disciplined in coverages, sees too many 
things that aren't there and ends up guessing. His too thin 
frame isn’t conducive to run support and he lacks the 
strength to hold up receivers in bump-and-run. 


GRADE (max. 10): 3.0 
SPECIAL TEAMS. The Lions had the best spe- 


cial teams in the NFC Central even though kicker Eddie 
Murray had the worst season of his distinguished career. 
Murray, 32, entered 1987 ranked third on the all-time field 
goal accuracy list with a 74.5 percent success rate. But he 
got off to a poor start and needed an 8-of-10 finish to end 
at 62.5 percent, 20-of-32. His kickoffs weren't up to par, 
either. 

Jim Arnold climaxed his rags-to-riches season with a 
berth in the Pro Bowl. After being cut twice in the previous 
two seasons, last year, his 43.6 gross average was second in 
the NFL, and his 39.6 net was four yards longer than the 
next best. 

Jimmy Williams blocked two punts while Pete Mand- 
ley, one of the game’s most gifted open field runners, 
finished ninth in punt return average (10.9) only because 
penalties wiped out several long returns. Rookie Gary Lee 
was sixth in kickoff returns (22.5 average). ' 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.5 
COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION with the other sports fran- 


chises in Detroit flourishing, the floundering Lions played 
to all-time low crowds in the Silverdome. Finally, one of 
the NFL’s most backward organizations took a step for- 
ward late in the 1987 season. 


Jerry Vainisi, who spent his first season with the team as 
in-house counsel, was named vice president of player per- 
sonnel. He’s received a two-year trial from Owner William 
Clay Ford to run things in hopes of replacing Russ Thom- 
as, the general manager since the mid-60s who is 
expected to retire after the 89 season. Vainisi will keep a 
close watch on a scouting department which hasn’t been 
productive. An administrator/negotiator first and foot- 
ball man second, Vainisi’s work in Chicago is a big reason 
the Bears have dominated the NFC Central in this decade. 

Keeping coach Darryl Rogers after three losing seasons 
was a surprise move by Ford, not normally known for his 
patience with coaches. The Lions did strengthen their staff 
with the addition of ex-Packer coach Dick Modzelewski 
on the defensive line. It’s hoped he'll be a positive influence 
on Reggie Rogers’ career. « 


GRADE (max. 10): 4:0 


DRAFT With one bold stroke, Jerry Vainisi gave the 
team instant credibility around the league. By decoying Al 
Davis and his Raiders, Vainisi leveraged Kansas City into 
forking over a second-round draft choice for the guaran- 
teed shot at defensive end Neil Smith. The Lions got the 
player they wanted, safety Bennie Blades, plus the No. 29 
pick from the Chiefs, which became inside linebacker 
Chris Spielman. In Blades, the Lions have an intimidating 
athlete to spearhead their rudderless secondary. In Spiel- 
man, they have an inside run stuffer and consummate 
compttitor to light some fires on defense. 

Tight end Pat Carter should be a third instant starter if 
he keeps his weight under 260. Wide receiver Ray Round- 
tree has the raw tools to become.a starter. After that the 
Lions scrapped and scraped to fill needs. William White 
has marginal speed and seems best suited for safety. Carl 
Painter is a midget back with terrific speed who could help 


if he learns to catch. 

1888 DRAFT round number (pick In round; overall sequence): |. (3.3) 
BENNIE BLADES, DB, Miami (FLL): 2. (2.29) CHRIS SPIELMAN, 1B. Ohio 
State: 2. (5.32) PAT CARTER, TE, Florida State: 3. (4.58) RAY ROUNDTREE, 
WR, Penn State; 4. (3.85) WELLIAM WHITE, DB, Ohio State: 5. (2.011) ERIC 
ANDOLSEK. OG, Louisiana State: 6. (5.142) CARL PAINTER, R8, Hampton; 
7. (4.169) JEFF JAMES, WR. Stanford: 8. (3.196) GARY HADD. DE. Minne- 
sota: 9. (2.223) KIP CORRINGTON, DB, Texas A&M: 9. (13.234) TODD IRVIN, 
OT. Mississippi: 10. (5.254) PACO CRAIG. WR. UCLA: II. (4.281) DAN 


MCCOIN, QB, Cincinnati. GRADE (max. 1 0): 6.0 


“ T.Q.53.5 


VETERANS ROSTER 
BIRTH- NFL 


NO. NAME POs, ‘ . OATE COLLEGE EXP. 
6 Arnold, J 1/31/61 Vanderbilt 
Baack, S. 11/16/60 Cregon 

Ball. J. 12/15/64 S. Methcdist 
Barrows, S. 3/31/63 W Virginia 
Bernard. K. 10/12/64 SW Louisiana 
Bland, C. 8/17/61 Virginia Union 
Brown, L. 3/30/63 Florida 
Butcher. P. 11/8/63 Wayne St. 
Chadwick, J. 12/16/60 Grand Valley St 
Cherry. A. 12/19/61 Hawaii 

Coter. M. : 4/7/60 Tennessee 
Dorney. K. 12/3/57 Penn St. 
Ellerson. 6. 7/17/63 Wisconsin 
Ferguson, K. 4/3/59 Ohio St. 
Galloway. D. 11/7/61 Avizona St. 
Gibson. D. 2/8/64 — lowa St. 
Glover. K. 6/17/63 Maryland 
Green. C. 6/3/57 Alabama Sl. 
Griffin, J. 9/7/61 Mid. Tennessee St. 
Hipple. E. 9/16/57 Utah St. 
James. G. 9/4/63 Louisiana St. 
9/30/62 Cincinnati 
3/21/61 Florida 


Rowe NBIRS SF SSSSSseRYBSrABaH 


Jamison, 6. 
Jones. J. 


Kab. V, 12/23/59 Penn St. 
Lee. G. : 2/12/65 Georgia Tech 


Lewis. M : §/5/61 Texas A&M 
Lockett. 0. 7/11/64 Arizona 

Long. C. 2/18/63 towa 

Mandley, P. 7/29/61 Northern Arizona 
Maxwell, V. 10/25/61 Arizona Sl. 
MecNorton. B. 2/28/59 Georgetown (Ky.) 
Milinichik. J. 3/30/63 N. Carolina St. 
Mitchell. D. 12/30/62 lowa 

Moll. S. 3/24/61 Alabama 
Murray, E 8/29/56 Tulane 

Nichols. M. 10/29/59 San Jose SI 
Paige. T. 10/14/62 Vitgima Tech 
Robinson, S. 9/14/60 North Carolina 
Rogers. R. 1/21/64 Washington 
Rubick. A. 9/27/60 Grand Valley St. 
Saleaumua. D. 11/11/65 Arizona St. 
Salem, H. 1/15/61 California 
Sanders, E. 10/22/58 Nevada-Reno 
Smith, R 7/20/60 Alabama SI. 
Thompson. R. 2/4/60 = Michigan 
Watkins. B. §/31/60 SW Texas SI 
Williams. E. 2/24/62 Washington St. 
Williams, J. 11/15/60 Nebraska 
Williams, S. 7/21/62 Georgia 
Woolfolk. B. 3/1/60 Michigan 
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TAMPA BAY 


BUCCANEERS 


Ron Holmes 


The Tampa Bay Buccaneers stopped the bleeding in 
1987, but a lengthy rehabilitation program looms before 
they join the ranks of the respectable in the National 
Football League. Under Ray Perkins’ unyielding hand, 
the Bucs were a more vibrant, motivated team. Although 
they still won only two games, their average margin of 
defeat decreased from two touchdowns in 1986 to one 
touchdown in 1987. Some improvement was expected, 
however, so the natives remain restless. 

Based on personnel, with the exception of quarterback, 
the Bucs would appear headed for another bleak season in 
88. The offensive line and defensive backfield are a mess 
and the defensive line isn’t much better. Ron Holmes has 
the ability to give a major boost to the downtrodden 
defense, but he isn’t even a poor man’s Lee Roy Selmon 
yet. 

Nevertheless, because they had the No. | pick in the 
1987 draft, the Bucs have a shot at third place in the NFL 
Central Division this year. Vinny Testaverde took Miami 
to the top in college football, and it would be foolish to 
discount his chances of doing the same someday for 
Tampa Bay. A hot quarterback and a representative 
defense can bring a team to 8-8 in this division very 
quickly. 
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WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END The Bucs selected three receivers in 


the third and fourth rounds in 1987 after not having taken 
any that high in the previous four drafts. Tight end Ron 
Hall and wide receivers Mark Carrier and Bruce Hill made 
the team and played extensively. So a woeful area 
improved, but extensive work remains. : 

It would really help if either Carrier or Hill would 
emerge as a top-flight player. Based on rookie impres- 
sions, that might be a longshot, since neither one is a 
burner. Carrier probably is a half-step quicker and faster. 
Hill, a thin long-strider, doesn’t separate from corner- 
backs as well. He had some bad drops early but settled 


down to catch 17 of his 23 passes in the final four games.” 


Carrier started well, slumped and finished with 26 recep- 
tions. Carrier seems a little miscast as a split end, which 
usually is reserved for speed receivers. The Bucs just don't 
have one. 

Meanwhile, Gerald Carter, the starting flanker, should 
find his role reduced to the slot on passing downs. It’s not 
that Carter hasn't been productive; the guy has 228 recep- 
tions and 17 touchdowns the past five seasons, including 
38 for five scores last year. He has proven ability to catch 
with people in his face-mask. But courage will never 
replace speed, which Carter never had much of and has 
less of now at age 31. Phil Freeman, a collegiate running 
back, might have had a future before he blew out a knee 
late in the year. 

Tight end Calvin Magee had a solid second season and 
was a second alternate on the NFC Pro Bowl squad. There 
were games early in the year when Magee performed like a 
dominant player. His hands are outstanding and, at 245 
pounds (about 20 lighter than in 1986), Magee showed 
some fluid moves. He lacks deep speed, but most tight 
ends nowadays do. Magee’s shortcoming is blocking, 
where he tries to be too cute. He needs to forget the finesse 
and exhibit more toughness. Hall, 6-4 and 240, might look 
like a plodder but runs in the 4.8 range. His hands are 
adequate and he’s a more consistent and explosive blocker 
than Magee. Tight end could be the most fortified position 


on the club. GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 


OFFENSIVE LINE Think you've got problems? 
Pity the Bucs, who have size, injury, quickness and age 
concerns throughout their offensive line. The word is that 
Perkins doesn’t like to draft offensive linemen in the early 
rounds. He didn’t draft one until the 10th round last year, 
and his offense paid the price. In nonstrike stats the Bucs 
finished 18th in percentage of sacks allowed and 26th in 
average per rush (3.5). Yikes. 

Randy Grimes, who enters his fourth consecutive year 
as the starting center, is the only quality blocker. Grimes 
was drafted in the second round in 1983 because he had 
good athletic ability but too much belly and too little 
stamina have robbed his potential. Perkins told him to diet 
down from 300-plus to 285. Grimes did, had his best 
season and might be able to start thinking about the Pro 
Bowl. 

Left tackle Rob Taylor, 6-6 and close to 300, is consi- 
dered too slow-footed by some scouts to be more than a 
journeyman player. Yet after Taylor went down and out in 
the fifth game with a knee injury, the Bucs’ offense went 


south. Taylor should return and at least get in front of 


some people. J.D. Maarleveld proved he can’t pass-block 
on the left side but should do better taking over at right 
tackle for (traded to Seattle) Ron Heller. There at least 
Testaverde can keep an eye on his slow-booted protector, 
who’s much better vs. the run. Mark Cooper, a No. 2 pick 
in 1983, was picked up near midseason and could chal- 
lenge at tackle, although Denver gave up on him. 

The Bucs tried to survive last year with a pair of under- 
sized guards, Rick Mallory and George Yarno. Mallory, 
6-2 and a pumped-up 260, gives everything he has to give. 
He has excellent balance and tries hard but 4-3 defenses, 


with 280-pounders on his nose, give Mallory matchup fits. 
The 31-year old Yarno had a useful eight-year career, but 
the Bucs cut him, needing someone bigger than his 6-2 
and 265. The logical replacement is Dan Turk, acquired 
from Pittsburgh for a sixth-round draft choice. Turk is 
hard-nosed, possesses quick hands and isn't a bad athlete. 
A center by trade, he’s a good long snapper. 


GRADE (max. 10): 3.5 
QUARTERBACK. No ifs, ands or buts. The 


Bucs are going to give the ball to Vinny Testaverde the first 
day of training camp with the intention of keeping it there 
into the 2Ist century. He is the franchise. But even fran- 
chise quarterbacks need time, and Testaverde will be no 
exception. 

Perkins bit the bullet and started Testaverde in the final 
four games of his rookie season. The results were less than 
spectacular, but considering the supporting cast it cer- 
tainly wasn’t unexpected. He set an NFL rookie record 
with 369 yards passing against New Orleans in his first 
start, then his numbers went progressively downhill. His 
final rating was 60.2 and the Bucs went 0-4 with him at the 
helm. (Then again, the Bucs were also 0-4 immediately 
before Testaverde took over.) 

Testaverde has that golden arm, of course, and can 
deliver the ball on target anywhere on the field. At Miami 
he developed the habit of floating the ball to his wide-open 
receivers. He will have to throw the ball harder more often 
inthe NFL, but that should be a minor adjustment. What 
may take more work to alter was his rookie tendency to 
lock onto his primary receiver. He isn’t considered the 
most cerebral of quarterbacks, and it may behoove the 
Bucs to keep the offense fairly simple. Testaverde showed 
his outstanding escape and running ability, which will be 
invaluable, considering the Bucs’ offensive line. 

For the fourth time in his career, Steve DeBerg had to 
step aside fora young quarterback — but this time DeBerg 
had earned the right to continue starting. He was named 
the team’s MVP and then traded to Kansas City in the 


Ofiaeeson: GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 


RUNNING BACKS welcome to Desperately 
Seeking Halfback, The Movie. Ever since Ricky Bell 
gained 1,263 yards in 1979, the Bucs have been searching 
for a speedy halfback. They tried Jerry Eckwood and 
James Owens and Melvin Carver and Nathan Wonsley 
and Ron Springs and, last year, Don Smith. But Smith, a 
second-round pick in 1987, spent the entire season on 
injured reserve. The search goes on. 

The Bucs are desperate now because James Wildér, 
their workhorse since Bell dropped off, appears past his 
prime. They converted Wilder to fullback and only gave 
him the ball for 106 rushes in 12 games, even though he 
was the only back they had. Wilder carried 772 times in 
1984 and ‘85 and has lost a step. Never a sprinter, Wilder 
gained more than 5,000 yards in his career by slamming it 
to a defense 20 times a game. That type of recklessness 
wasn't apparent in his play last season, even though he 
averaged 4.6 yards. Wilder should be a useful fullback for 
a few years because he blocks and catches well, as evi- 
denced by a team-high 40 receptions last year. 

Perkins has assembled a cast of thousands to fill the 
other roster positions at running back. Smith is the big 
hope, based on his college career as a rollout quarterback 
at Mississippi State. The doctors seem to think he will be 
available following back surgery last December. Smith is 
extremely quick but isn’t especially fast. Whether he can 
make big plays as an I-back is the question. 

After Smith went down Perkins gave Atlanta a sixth- 
round pick for fullback Cliff Austin, and Kansas City an 
eighth-round choice for Jeff Smith, Austin, who has some 
speed, went out early with a knee injury. Jeff Smith’s 301 
yards as Wilder’s running mate were purely stopgap. He 
doesn’t have the size or outside speed to be anything more 
than a utility back. One of many free-agent entries is Owen 


my 


Gill, who is working on his fourth team in four years after 


. being Seattle's No. 2-pick in 1985. 


GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 


' DEFENSIVE LINE a right end, Ron Holmes 


showed signs last year that he might make good on his 
stature as the eighth choice in the 1985 draft. He had two 
and a half sacks against Chicago's Jim Covert and played 
well against Luis Sharpe of the Cardinals. When Holmes 


. wants to play he has a special blend of upfield quickness 
. and moves that every team in the league is seeking. He had 


eight sacks after posting just seven total in his first two 


‘ seasons. However, Holmes has a major durability prob- 
* lem and doesn’t handle the run at all. Last year it was knee 


and shoulder problems that forced him from the lineup for 
four games. He has missed nine starts in three years, and 
there are whispers about his commitment and willingness 
to play hurt. Holmes is Soft at the point of attack because 
he is not into serious weight training. But on third and 
long, when everything is right, he can be a load. 

John Cannon enters his seventh season as the starter at 
left end, but the Bucs hope Kevin Kellin (or someone else) 
can put him on the bench. In five years as a starter Cannon 


- has only 17 sacks. Most of those are from perseverance; 


Cannon has little quickness or acceleration. He’s a pure 
bull rusher, a fine technician and extremely hard-worker 
who tries to bludgeon tackles into submission. 

Kellin’s natural pass-rush ability has stood out on this 
line for two years. He comes off the ball hard and has the 
speed to get around the corner and introduce himself to 
the quarterback. Kellin had a knee problem that knocked 
him out of the final five games, but if he proves competent 


’ against the run Cannon will have a fight on his hands. 


The Bucs picked up veteran nose tackle Mike Stensrud 
a week before the season opener and he wound up starting 
12 games by default. He didn't havea single sack,andat 32 
was deemed expendable and cut in the offseason. The 
Bucs gave up a third-round pick in a supplemental draft 
for Dan Sileo, who didn't have the benefit of a training 
camp and seemed out of shape and out of sorts. Disap- 
pointing as he was, the Bucs feel Sileo has the initial burst 
and competitive fire to handle the position ona long-term: 
basis. 

If not, one of Perkins’ players at Alabama, Curt Jarvis, 
is next in line. The nasty Jarvis makes more plays than he 
should for a 6-footer with modest ability. Another backup 
with a chance is Harry Swayne, a pass-rushing end enter- 


ing his second year. GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 


LINEBACKERS Back inthe days when Tampa 
Bay was regarded as the model expansion franchise (go 
ahead, date yourself), the Bucs had big, mobile linebackers 
coming out of their ears. The unit has been down since the 
loss of Hugh Green, but gradually the talent level has been 
built back up. Last year inside backer Ervin Randle made 
the leap from prospect to player. Now it’s time for Win- 
ston Moss, Jackie Walker and Kevin Murphy to follow 
suit. 

Randle, 6-1 and 250 pounds, was probably the club’s 
best defensive player in 1987. He played down for much of 
his career at Baylor, then the Bucs drafted him in the third 
round in 1985, stayed with him and found themselves with 
a potential honors candidate. Given his extraordinary 
speed and explosive hitting ability, talent has never beena 
limiting factor. It was picking up blocking schemes and 
gaining confidencesin his assignments that held Randle 
back in his first two years. Last year he had a hand in 108 
tackles, 79 of them solo — good for the team lead. 

Chris Washington on the outside and Jeff Davis at the 
other inside spot seem fairly safe as starters. Washington is 
just another guy in terms of athletic ability, but gets to the 

- football because of his great desire. He has played both 
outside positions, has 18'4 sacks in four seasons, and is the 
best coverage linebacker on the roster. Davis is a stubby 
235-pounder and a one-dimensional run player. After 
leading the team in tackles for three years before last 
season, the pounding has taken a frightful toll on Davis. 
Despite 70 tackles last season (55 solo), he could be close 
to the end. Scot Brantley lost his starting job to Randle last 
year and, at 30, was cut before camp this year. Don 
Graham, a Penn State linebacker drafted in the fourth 
round in 87, spent all but two games on injured reserve. 
He’s tough but not fast. 

_ Moss, Walker and Murphy all were second-round picks 
in the past two years. Moss started the first six games at 
right outside, then gave way to Walker. Moss can really 
tun for someone 6-3 and 235, and showed considerable 
knack for the weakside blitz, But he also played indeci- 
sively and was slow to diagnose. Walker is huge and 
doesnt look fluid in space, hence the talk about playing 
him from a down position. He is strong and has a nasty 


temperament, but must prove he belongs this year. 
Murphy, the shrimp of the group at 6-2 and 228, also 
played at outside, and has a chance to be the best blitzer. A 
former All-America at Oklahoma, Murphy has yet to start 
a game, sack the quarterback or intercept a pass in Tampa. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
DEFENSIVE BACKS. The Bucs have been 


grab-bagging at safety since Cedric Brown and Mark 
Cotney left after the 84 season. A lot of safeties have come 
through One Buccaneer Place in three years but the Bucs 
might as well be starting over. Until they get two effective 
safeties, the Bucs’ young corners will continue taking the 
heat for the less visible inadequacies of the help inside. 

Ricky Reynolds appeared to solve the problematic left 
corner spot with a strong rookie season. He started 12 
games and led the secondary in passes defensed (16) and 
solo tackles (58). Reynolds exhibited the catchup burst of 
the good corners. He played a lot of elite receivers tough, 
but doesn’t have the hands to make the big interception (he 
went 0-for-’87). His run support was only adequate. 

Right corner Rod Jones, a first-round pick in 1986, 
definitely isn’t as capable as Reynolds at this stage. He’s 
faster than he is quick and hasn't demonstrated the refined 
skills necessary to cover man-to-man. Quarterbacks have 
had field days in his sector for two years, and Jones has 
responded with just three interceptions in 28 starts. 
Though a little on the thin side, Jones is strong and will 
strikea blow. Bobby Futrell is another tough hombre with 
a willingness to hit. With secondary depth a major con- 
cern, Futrell should stick as a nickel back/kick returner. 

After seven seasons of lacking the range, instincts and 
ability to make anything beyond the ordinary play, strong 
safety Bobby Kemp was cut. Ex-Bengal Sonny Gordon 
has a chance to replace Kemp. So does anyone else the 
Bucs care to suit up. 

At free safety, the Bucs turned to Ray Isom, a rookie free 
agent from Penn State, when veteran retread Rick Woods 
was waived at midseason. Isom is a shade over 5-8 and 
runs 40 yards in about 4.75 seconds. In other words, he 
shouldn't be playing in the NFL, let alone starting for a 
secondary that needs all the deep help it can get. Of course, 
Isom is tough as a boot, bright and aware. He isn't the 
worst stopgap, but the Bucs understand they must do 
much, much better. Slow-footed Paul Tripoli isn't the 


enn GRADE (max. 10): 3.5 
SPECIAL TEAMS For the fourth time in five 


years the Bucs had the poorest coverage teams in the NFC 
Central, yielding an average punt return of 14.6 yards and 


an average kickoff return of 21.4 yards (nonstrike). If ° 


Bobby Futrell hadn't been around to provide reliable if 
unspectacular return work, the return units would have 
been equally unacceptable. Futrell doesn’t have go-the- 
distance speed, but is sure-handed and doesn't go down 
easily. 

Donald Igwebuike made 14 of 18 field goals to improve 
his three-year career percentage to .716. He had 47- and 
49-yard boots blocked, a 53-yarder hit the crossbar and a 
46-yard try sailed wide. His average made field goal trav- 
eled a glossy 38.8 yards. Still, there is a down side to the 
ex-Nigerian soccer player: His kickoffs aren’t long enough 
and he has missed a few too many extra points. 

The Bucs dumped punter Frank Garcia shortly after he 
posted the league's lowest net (28.3) in 1987. Ray Criswell, 
Philly’s fifth-round bust in 86, showed enough as the 
Bucs’ scab punter to warrant a long look in °88 training 


aie GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 


COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION Ray Perkins rana boot camp 


last year. Only the strong could survive three-a-day work- 
outs in the August heat and humidity. On Wednesdays 
and Thursdays during the season, when most teams in the 
league were conducting two-hour practices, the Bucca- 
neers worked for four hours. It almost appeared as if 
Perkins wasn’t that interested in wins and losses in 1987. 
Either way, the season was hopeless. He was building for 
the future. 

In this day and age, coaching martinets need to win 
quickly or run the risk of losing their players. Perkins filled 
his coaching staff with zealots from the college game, and 
their enthusiasm seemed to work with the rank and file the 
first year. That could change before long if the Bucs keep 
losing and Perkins keeps screaming. Perkins’ future is tied 
to Vinny Testaverde, When quarterbacks coach Mark 
Trestman fled to Cleveland, the head coach vowed to tutor 
Testaverde himself. 

The jury remains out on Perkins’ first draft. Perkins 
may have wasted a third-round pick for nose tackle Dan 


Sileo, and wasgesponsible for trading a few draft picks for 
stopgap veterans. It wasn’t much of a way to rebuild a 
team. Perkins may have helped himself in the scouting 
department by hiring Jerry Angelo, a respected scout for 
the New York Giants. Angelo will coordinate the draft 
and advise Perkins on personnel moves, but Perkins has 
the authority to call all the shots. 

GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 


DRAFT Perkins had his choice of possibly the best 
wide receivers draft in history and took an offensive line- 
man, tackle Paul Gruber of Wisconsin. It was as shrewd as 
it was surprising. Perkins sent up an elaborate smoke- 
screen before the draft, touting Sterling Sharpe as his 
preference. There’s nothing wrong with Sharpe, but the 
Bucs can get along with their wide receivers. The same 
could not be said for their offensive line, particularly left 
tackle, where Gruber will become an immediate starter. In 
a division with right ends Richard Dent and Chris Dole- 
man, Vinny Testaverde could use a first-class insurance 


policy. 

When the Bucs couldn't land one of the top six wide 
receivers by their second-round pick they traded down 
twice and eventually selected running back Lars Tate. Big 
and fast, Tate might be a steal with the 53rd pick. He does 
everything well except make people miss. Auburn's 
Robert Goff, a combination nose tackle-end, was proba- 
bly a reach in the fourth round to fill a desperate need. So, 
too, was defensive tackle Shawn Lee in the sixth. Guard 
John Bruhin will have to learn to pass protect. Monte 
Robbins is the new punter. ° 


1888 DRAFT round number (pick In round; overa!) sequence): |. (4.4) 
PAUL GRUBER. OT. Wisconsin: 2. (26,53) LARS TATE, RB. Georgia; 3. USED 
IN SUP. DRAFT TO PICK DAN SILEO: 4. (1.83) ROBERT GOFF, DT. 
Auburn; 4. (4.86) JOHN BRUHIN. OG, Tennessee: 4. (26,107) MONTE ROB- 
BINS, P, Michigan: 5. (4.113) WILLIAM HOWARD. RB, Tennessee: 6. (26.163) 
SHAWN LEE. DT. North Alabama; 7. (2.167) KERRY GOODE, RB, Alabama, 
8. (5.198) ANTHONY SIMPSON, RB. East Carolina: 9. (4,225) REUBEN 
DAVIS. DT. North Carolina: 11. (2.279) FRANK PILLOW, WR, Tennessce 
State: 12. (5.310) VICTOR JONES. L.B, Virginia Tech. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


T.Q.49.0 


VETERANS ROSTER 
BIRTH. 


DATE COLLEGE 
3/2/60 Clemson 
7/27/60 Miami (Fla.) 
7130/60 William & Mary 
10/28/65 Nicholls St. 
6/19/57 Texas A&M 
2/14/60 Miami (Fla.} 
8/16/63 Florida 
1/26/60 Clemson 
3/9/61 Alabama 
12/9/62 Arizona 
8/4/62 Elizabeth City St. 
2/19/62 towa 
7/30/65 Ohio St. 
1/31/64 Penn St. 
7/20/60 Baylor 
3/15/64 Hawaii 
2/29/64 Arizona St. 
8/26/63 Washington 
6/1/64 Indiana 
12/27/60 Clemson 
12/27/65 Penn St. 
1/28/65 Alabama 
3/31/64 SMU 
11/16/59 Minnesota 
10/24/61 Maryland 
4/23/63 Southern 
10/21/60 Washington 
12/24/65 Miami (Fla.) 
9/8/63 Dklahoma 
2/7/61 UCLA 
6/27/59 LSU 
10/12/62 Baylor 
1/19/65 Washington St. 
1/3/64 = Miami (Fla.) 
10/30/63 Mississippi St. 
3/22/62 Nebraska 
2/2/65 Rutgers 
11/14/60 Northwestern 
11/13/63 Miami (Fla.) 
12/14/61 Alabama 
6/25/62 Wisconsin 
11/3/62 Jackson St. 
3/6/62 . lowa St. 
5/12/58 Missouri 


NAME WT. 
Austin. C. 190 
Brophy, J. -3 232 
Cannon, J. 260 
Carrier, M. 182 
Carter. G. 190 
Cooper. M. 270 
Criswell. R. 189 
Davis. J. 

Edwards. R. 

Freeman, P. 

Futrell, B. 

Gill. 0. 

Gordon. S. 

Graham, D. 

Grimes, R. 

Hall. R. 

Hill, B. 

Holmes, R. 

Howard, B. 

igwebuike, D. 

Isom. A. 

Jarvis. C. 

Jones, R. 

Kellin, K. 

Maarleveld. J.D. 

Magee. C. 

Mallory. R. 

Moss, W. 

Murphy. K. 

Neuheisel. R. 

Quinn, M. 

Randle, E. 

Reynolds, R. 

Sileo, D. 

Smith. D. 

Smith, J. 

Swayne, H. 

Taylor, A. 

Testaverde. V. 

Tripoli. P. 

Turk, D. ° 

Walker, J. 

Washington. C. 

Wilder. J. 


87 
71 
13 
58 
68 
81 
% 
36 
31 
33 
60 
82 
a4 
0 
25 

1 
28 
ts) 
22 
75 
7 
86 
68 
57 
59 
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40 
SA 
29 
93 
7 
36 
70 
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14 
24 
50 
56 
51 
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YOUR TICKET TO THE CHAMPIONS, STARTS WITH YOUR NEXT FREE ISSUE 


Yes, 87 was a great and exciting year,...the 
49ERS compiled the best record in the 
NFL...posted its fourth consecutive Western 
Division Championship...and appear to be 
odds-on favorites by many pollsters to be in 
Super Bowl XXIll. 


We know you won't want to miss any of the 
up-coming season action or miss out on the 
inside information enroute to Super Bowl 
XXIll...and when you "Sign Up" with a sub- 
scription to 49ERS REPORT WE CAN 
GUARANTEE YOU WON'T. 


The media critics tout us as the best team 
tabloid in the NFL...let us prove it to you. Sign 
up today and we will send you TWO FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION ISSUES. That's right, we're that 
confident. We will deliver to you the inside 
story on the players, coaches, front office and 


STOP A MOMENT...DON’T PASS UP THIS FREE, 


NO OBLIGATION OFFER 


the entire NFL...plus stats, standings, scout- ~ 
ing reports, and key match-ups on a weekly 
schedule. In addition, you will receive a 
BONUS, featuring a full-color centerspread 
poster of your favorite players. 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER 


Accept you first two issues absolutely FREE at 
no obligation. Subscribe today and we will ! 
enter your name as a subscriber for 28 more 1 
issues, that’s 30 in all, at the low price of ! 
$21.95 plus $3.00 postage and handling. 
That's a savings of over $29 off the regular 
newsstand price. 

Examine your Free issues carefuliy. If they 
don't deliver what we promised, simply write 
us and we will refund the subscription price. 
Or if you asked to be “Billed Later," just write 
cancel on the invoice we mail you...either way, 
you keep the TWO FREE ISSUES. 


ONE YEAR, 30 ISSUES, $21.95 PLUS $3.00 POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


——K—KKe me ee ee OO SE SO ee eS ew Se Oe 


C] YES! Sign me up to 49ERS REPORT 


© for 28 issues... and send me my 
TWO FREE COPIES. 

| understand | may cancel by simply writing Cancel’ 
on the invoice, and | can keep the TWO FREE ISSUES. 
\/will receive 30 issues in all, bi-weekly during the 
preseason, weekly during the regular season and 
monthly in the off-season. 

ONE YEAR, 30 ISSUES, $21.95 PLUS $3.00 POSTAGE AND 
HANDLING 

MAIL TO: 49ERS REPORT 

P.O. BOX 815, MISSOURI CITY, TX 77459 


1 Bill Me Later 


{ |Payment Enclosed [ 


| !Charge My Credit Card { ]MasterCard L)VISA 
Card No = a Exp. Date 

Name 2 

Address = 

Cyr _ aS Ss — 
Staie._ —— Zip; =, 


San Francisco 
New Orleans 


1. 
2. 
3. Los Angeles 
4. Atlanta 


1987 FINAL STANDINGS _ yonstrixe 


San Francisco .... 
New Orleans 

Los Angeles 
Atlanta 
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Morten Andersen, New Orleans 
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PCT PF PA DWV 8 W-L-T 


.867 459 253 5-1 = 10-2-0 
800 422 283 4- 10-2-0 
400 317 361 1- 5-7-0 
.200 205 436 1- 2-10-0 


1987 RECORD: 13-2 


Well, the 49ers had another splendid season in 1987, 
didn’t they? First in the organized pro football world in 
points scored (359) and in scoring defense (187). First in 
total offense (395 yards per;game) and in total defense 
(275). First in resident head coaching geniuses (one). A 
marvelous year indeed, despite the strike. 

But then the Vikings took the 49ers apart, 36-24, in the 
first round of the playoffs, exposing flaws in the offensive 
line, which generated only 23 yards rushing from the 
running backs and allowed four sacks. And then there was 
the (lack of) pass rush, which was largely responsible for 
Anthony Carter’s playoff record 227 receiving yards. 
While much of this can, and will, be rectified by the genius 
in question — head coach Bill Walsh — the fact remains 
that the 49ers have lost three consecutive playoff games by 
a composite 102-30. 

Clearly, this team lacks the makeup of the 1981 and 84 
championship clubs. The first featured the game’s best 
running tandem, and the second the league’s best defense, 
especially against the pass. This 49er team relies more on 
finesse and the spectacular Montana-to-Rice quick strike. 
When they’re on, the ‘Niners appear unbeatable. 

Walsh excels as a frontrunner. With a lead, his unusual 
play calling keeps momentum from shifting to the opposi- 
tion. Down two TDs, the same calls, when stuffed, can 
look ridiculous. Unfortunately, the 49ers aren't physical 
enough to pound their way out of trouble. They are, 
however, good enough to be 33-13-! over the past three 
regular seasons and on track for more of the same in 88. 
The 49ers are also one playoff roll away froma third Super 
Bowl crown and renewed claim as the Team of the 80s. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 


TIGHT END Although the Minnesota Vikings 
controlled him in the playoffs, Jerry Rice (6-2, 200) is the 
game’s premier wide receiver. Rice averaged 16.6 yards on 
65 receptions last year, including an NFL-record 13 consec- 
utive games with a touchdown reception. He was the 
scoring champion with 23 touchdowns, tying O.J. Simp- 
son’s record set in 1975. 

Rice, who was considered slow coming out of Missis- 
sippi Valley State, is football fast. His 10-12 yard burst 
separates him from defenders and is the key to his big-play 
prowess. Rice routinely beats double coverage deep 
against supposedly faster players and his superb concen- 
tration and adjustment to the ball help him not break 
stride. He’ll leave his feet, sacrificing his body, to make a 
tough sideline catch. Most teams try to hold up Rice at the 
line of scrimmage, but he has the arm strength, burst and 
footwork to escape most tactics. Rice has great courage 
over the middle, and his best route is the quick slant. Like 
all great receivers, Rice has the leaping ability to make the 
seemingly impossible catch, plus he’s a fine open-field 
runner. To really stop him, you must bump him, force him 
out of his lane and reduce his angles. 

With Dwight Clark retiring, the 49ers made a draft-day 
trade for the Raiders’ Dokie Williams. Williams is a 
speedster, whose deep-threat ability should free Rice on 
occasion. Williams caught 21 passes, five for touchdowns, 
last year but was never consistent with the Raiders, often 
dropping the wide-open, sure pass. He stays away from 
the middle and can be muscled at the line of scrimmage. 
Mike Wilson, now entering his eighth season, is a good 
pattern receiver. Wilson uses his size (6-3, 215) to fend off 
cornerbacks, but he’s slowed down considerably. He has 
never excelled underneath, preferring the quick-outs and 
deep-slant routes. Wilson has been an enigma to the 
coaching staff, leveling off at a time when greater things 
were expected of him. 

This could be John Taylor’s last chance. For the past 
two seasons, Taylor has failed to live up to his reputation 
as an acrobatic, game-breaking receiver. Taylor can burst 
out of a cut and jumps well, but he drops too many balls. 
John Frank is the starting tight end, although he hasn't 
made anyone forget Russ Francis, who was a physical, 
sure-handed short-zone receiver. Frank has iron hands 
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HEAD COACH: BILL WALSH 


and at 225 pounds lacks the size to shield safeties from the 
ball. He needs to be wide open, which rarely happens, to 
be effective. A poor blocker, Frank survives on holding 
tactics and chop-blocks. Ron Heller and Brent Jones, the 
other tight ends, are more receivers than blockers. Neither 
one figures to replace Frank, although Heller’s speed/ 


power has some potential. GRADE (max. 10): 7.5 
OFFENSIVE LINE Last year, Pro Bowl center 


Fred Quillan was moved out of the lineup and in April 
offensive tackle Keith Fahnhorst, a starter since 1977, 
retired. There are plans to reshuffle this unit once again. 
Because of his inconsistent play, Bubba Paris may no 
longer have a hold on left tackle. Walsh would like to 


start Steve Wallace (6-5, 276), an overachiever who, “ 


unlike Paris, has the mobility to run and block on the 
counter plays now asked of 49er tackles. Although his 
level of play is uneven, Paris has the bulk, quick feet 
and excellent sense of angles to neutralize some of the 
game’s best pass rushers. The dilemma is getting him 
motivated every week. Wallace plays hard, but doesn’t 
have the strength or experience to handle the game’s 
top sackers. His straight-ahead style and competitiveness 
might be better suited on the right side, where rookie 
Harris Barton finished the ’87 season. 

Jesse Sapolu (6-4, 260) finally overcame his foot injuries 
to bea starter at left guard. Sapolu is a good drive blocker, 
but his poor arm extension deprives him of leverage 
against inside pass rushers. Sapolu can be easily knocked 
off balance and is weak to counteract moves to his left. 
However, he runs well, plays hard, rarely makes mistakes 
and plays with a quiet consistency. 

Randy Cross has extended his career, now in its 13th 
season, by shifting from guard to center. At 265 
pounds, Cross can handle bull-rush nose tackles 
and still has enough quickness to move out on 
linebackers. Cross remains a fine pass- 
blocker: he drops well, sits low in his stance 
and is tough to get around. He knows how to 
compete, has the instincts to survive and a winner’s 
makeup. Quillan is a veteran technician more likely to 
provide quality backup help than to challenge for the 
starting slot. 

Bruce Collie, a converted tackle, has found a home at 
right guard. Collie never had that quick outside move to be 
a pass blocker, but he’s a hulk inside where his minuses 
don’t necessarily lead to quarterback sacks. At 6-6, Collie 
sometimes gets too high in his stance, leaving himself 
vulnerable but his brutish size presents a formidable 
detour, one that helps shadow his technique and footwork 
deficiencies. 

A healthy Jeff Bregel would be at right guard, where 
he’s most comfortable. Bregel continues to be hampered 
by back problems and some insiders feel he needs steroids 
to keep his back strong. Bregel is a typically polished USC 
lineman. He has good upper-body extension, pulls well to 
his right and has fine footwork. When he locks up a 
defender, he can push him wide all day. Although his play 
was adequate for a rookie, Barton is more a guard thana 
tackle. He seals well and can run, which is a plus, but he 
struggles against faster, quicker defensive ends. Not lack- 
ing in competitiveness, Barton is a hard worker with aver- 
age skills, 

LATE NOTE: Fred Quillan was traded to San Diego for 


Wiss Chaetien GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
QUARTERBACK Joe Montana and Steve 


Young may be the best I-2 punch in the NFL. Fans were 
booing Montana at the end, but the Vikings’ loss was too 
complete to be shouldered by one man. 

Montana, now 32, remains a precision passer and a 
highly productive one, considering he passed for 31 
touchdowns and 3,054 yards last season. His 102.1 rating 
led the NFL. He doesn’t look to runas often, but Montana 
still has that indelible touch on the move. Montana excels 
as a timing thrower, which is a byproduct of knowing the 


STADIUM: CANDLESTICK PARK (61,891) 


| ~ 4 
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Jerry Rice 


system and its receivers. Some have questioned his arm 
strength, but Montana can deliver in the 35- to 50-yard 
range as well as anybody. There is no compensation for 
gamesmanship and experience, both abundant qualities in 
Montana’s arsenal. Although he has overcome back disk 
surgery, he can’t escape the rush as well as Young. But 
when he does dodge the heat, he’s still looking downfield, 
reading defenses, picking out receivers and setting his 
sights on a big play. 

Such is not the case with Young, who is the fastest, 
toughest running quarterback in the league. Young enjoys 
running and until he gets that out of his system he may 
never bea 16-game starter in the NFL. Young, whose arm 
strength is ona par with Montana’s, is best when throwing 
across his body. He has an accurate, feathery deep touch. 
His biggest drawback, because he’s mired in a comparison 
test, is Montana’s experience and big-play legacy. Young 
produced 10 touchdowns on only 69 attempts last season, 
and is a mere sophomore in Walsh’s Academy of Quarter- 


back Science. 
GRADE (max. 10): 8.0 


RUNNING BACKS when Roger Craig was 
shifted back to tailback, his production soared. Craig's 
carries and receptions amounted to 33 percent of the 49ers’ 
offense(281 total plays for 1,307 yards and 4 touchdowns). 
Craig is a Chuck Foreman-type, a slick open-field runner 
who unlike many tailbacks will run block as well as pass 
block. He’s no longer the great inside runner, having losta 
tad of his quickness, but he’s smart and knows when to cut 
back or shift gears when a hole has closed. After five 
years of high-stepping his way through tacklers, Craig has 
absorbed plenty of punishment; a long run for him any- 
more is 20 yards. And quick linebackers are capable of 
covering him as a receiver. Still, his skills as a receiver 
make him indispensable. He'll turn his back on defenders 
or make the over-the-shoulder grab: two qualities un- 
common in most backs. 

Fullback Tom Rathman doesn'‘t possess great skills, but 
he fits Walsh’s offense very well. He’s a willing and able 
blocker, and an average straight-ahead runner. For sucha 
physical player, Rathman has soft hands (his 30 receptions 
ranked third on the team) and an uncanny ability to find 
the open spaces in the short zone. He’s become a reliable 
possession receiver, runs near-perfect routes and once he 
has the ball, Rathman dispenses with any moves and sets 
his compass north-south. He rarely fumbles and always 
fights for the extra yard. 

Harry Sydney showed more zip and elusiveness than 
Rathman in the preseason a year ago, but his playing time 
dropped off because of an inability to learn the audibles 
and be an effective blocker. Sydney has poor hands, but 
his explosiveness gives him an edge on Rathman should he 
learn the system and continue to work. 

‘The two mystery men are Joe Cribbs and Terrence 
Flagler. At 30, Cribbs seems to have suddenly lost his zip 
outside. He did carry 70 times for 300 yards last season. 
Without speed, Cribbs is a liability in this offense because 
he’s a subpar receiver. Flagler, a top pick in 1987 and 
earmarked to be a receiving back, cuts well and has a fine 
spin move, plus aknack to make tacklers miss him. Flagler 
will be given every opportunity to take some of the load off 
Craig. Doug DuBose played after having reconstructive 
surgery on his left knee. The injury had denied DuBose 
some quickness, but he’s a tough, natural, instinctive 
runner. If he continues to progress, DuBose should retain 


his-hackup JO: GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 
DEFENSIVE LINE wren healthy, Michael 


Carter may be the game’s best nose tackle. The problem is 
he’s never played an entire 16-game season, and without 
him the 49ers struggle against power running teams. Car- 
ter, now in his fourth season, is cat-quick for a 300- 
pounder. He's a former shot-putter, has overpowering 
upper-body strength, and the ability to tie up two 
blockers. Yet what is most shocking is his lateral speed. He 
finished fourth on the club in tackles, giving the 49ers a 
(literal) big-play capability in the middle. His bulk and 
mobility make him both a mountainous and deceptively 
elusive target. 

This could be right end Dwaine Board's last season. 
Board, who will be 32 in November, has been a solid 
player for seven seasons. He’s the smart, stay-at-home sort 
who's never fooled by reverses or misdirection. He does 
have a fine outside, rip move, but Board tends to be a step 
short or move late of making the big play. The coaches 
have been trying to sit him down, but Board plays too well 
to be benched. 

On the left side, Jeff Stover and Pete Kugler alternated 
last season. Stover, who has an outstanding outside power 
move, has been aninconsistent sacker because of shoulder 
problems. At 6-5, he’s always been vulnerable at the point 
and his nicks have not helped ruggedness vs. the min. 
Kugler was an active nose tackle yet tends to try to finesse 
his way on the outside. More tough than strong, Kugler 
can be overwhelmed on running plays. 

Except for Carter, backup Kevin Fagan is the team’s 
strongest defensive lineman. Fagan is a mean-tempered, 
rough-house player limited by recurring leg and knee 
injuries. Larry Roberts hasn't converted his quickness and 
forearm strength into pass-rushing results, Roberts lacks 
moves and desire, it seems, to play end. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
LINEBACKERS Individually, this group hardly 


befits a 13-2 team. It’s a mediocre lot well-camouflaged 
by variable defensive sets, tole players and a sound 
scheme. . 

The Cowboys gave up on Michael Walter, whose 94 
tackles last season led the 49ers, Walter mans the weak- 
inside position, where his exceptional range and intelli- 
gence are best suited. Although his hitting power. isn’t 
Butkus-like, Walter has long arms to fend off blocks. He 


makes plays because he’s mobile, fast-reacting and aware 
of the situation. Jim Fahnhorst replaced Riki Ellison as 
the strong inside backer last season. More tough than 
quick, Fahnhorst is a solid tackler and can get to the 


- sideline, but he’s nothing fancy. Ellison, known as Hack- 


saw II, has been slowed by bad knees and sat out most of 
87. He’sa liability on pass defense, with Fahnhorst a good 
step quicker, but stands up to the runa bit better between 
the tackles. , 

To reinforce this shaky corps, Charles Haley, a weak- 
side pass rusher, has been shifted to strong side outside 
linebacker. Haley had 12 sacks in 1986 and led the club 
with six last season as a situational player. At 6-5 and 240 
pounds, Haley has the speed to cover tight ends and 
strength to handle power sweeps. He needs work on his 
techniques, but he’s a quick learner and loves to play. 

The shift allows Todd Shell and Keena Turner, who's 
coming off knee surgery, to rotate on the weakside. Shell is 
coming off his best season, and both he and Turner excel 
on pass coverage. Turner has been counted out before, but 
he’s a courageous player and reliable in big-play situa- 
tions. Instinctive and athletic, Turner diagnoses develop- 
ing plays masterfully, can slither through interference or 
bring some pop to the party. However, neither Turner nor 
Shell is good at defending the point of attack. They play 
best when unencumbered and free to roam in the under- 
neath areas. Both are solid tacklers and good blitzers. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
DEFENSIVE BACKS. This is the heart of the 


defense and where the best players reside. Tim McKyer 
and Don Griffin man the corners, while Ronnie Lott and 
Jeff Fuller give the 49ers linebacker-like tacklers at both 
safety positions. 

McKyer was burned for four touchdowns last season, 
but he’s more athletic and a better pure cover cornerback 
than Griffin. McKyer breaks on the fade pass as well as 
anyone. He has the jumping ability to recover deep, the 
fluid agility and soft hands and is a feisty, competitive 
defender. He relishes playing opposite the opponent's top 
receiver. Conversely, Griffin studies and works harder at 
his craft than McKyer. With five interceptions and 15 
defensed passes last year, he’s stronger and more physical 
but probably not as gifted physically or as adept in tech- 
nique. Therefore, Griffin has a tendency to play cau- 
tiously. He'll surrender comeback routes and on quick- 
outs he'll go for the tackle, not the ball since he doesn't 
possess the closing ability of McKyer. 

Lott, now in his eighth season, lines up at free safety and 
remains the leader. He had five interceptions last year, 
proving he still has a knack for the ball. He’s a fierce 
tackler, but is a bit slower to rise after violent head-on 
collisions. Quarterbacks try to take advantage of his 
aggressiveness with play action — Lott has a tendency to 
vacate his area too early on run support — but few are 
successful. In a championship game, you wouldn't want 


* anyone at safety other than Lott. 


Fuller is quickly earning similar praises. Like Lott, he 
loves contact. Fuller has more speed, though, and angles 
well in pursuit. Fuller matches up well against tight ends, 
while possessing the reaction and speed to handle wide- 
outs. Fuller is all over the field making plays. He finished 
second in tackles, recovered a team-high three fumbles, 
forced two others and defensed nine passes. He’s an 
up-and-comer. 

In reserve, Tory Nixon has developed into a respectable 
nickel back. He has a good back pedal, doesn't fall for the 


simplest of fakes and is quick to react to the quick out.* 


Tom Holmoe is more physical than Nixon, and rarely’ 
makes mistakes. Carlton Williamson used to be the heavy 
hitter at strong safety, but he could lose his reserve job to 
Eric Wright, who’s making another comeback from a 
pubic bone fracture. Once a great cover cornerback, 
Wright still has the burst and the hand-eye coordination to 
be the perfect nickel back. Wright is plenty physical to play 


el GRADE (max. 10): 7.5 
SPECIAL TEAMS The 49ers did something 


interesting in April — they drafted a punter AND a place- 
kicker. Ray Wersching will be 38 in August and he no 
longer has the range to nail 45-yarders. A perfect 10 inside 
the 40.Wersching was just three for seven on longer tries, 
and his one for three fadeout in the playoff game hurt the 
‘Niners. Punter Max Runager has never had a strong leg. 
His 39.2 average and 33.4 net were just average in 87. 
On the plus side, both return teams were solid, finishing 


- third in the league (nonstrike) in both categories. They'll 


have to replace punt return specialist Dana McLemore, 
who was released in May. On coverage, look for No. 24, 
Harry Sydney, who led the 49ers with 29 special teams 


tackles. 
GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 


4 


COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION For the most part, players 


and assistant coaches love The City and the ‘Niners’ first- 
class winning attitude. Owner Eddie DeBartolo, Jr. wants 
to win and pays accordingly. Those $10,000 bonuses, 
which drew a maximum fine from Commissioner Pete 
Rozelle, typify DeBartolo’s motivational methods. 
Although there has been some friction and disagree- 
ment between DeBartolo and head coach Bill Walsh, none 
of it affects the big picture. Walsh had his title as president 
taken away, but retained all of his estimated $1.3 million 
annual income. The “demotion” will allow Walsh to _ 
simply concentrate on what he does best — coach. 


GRADE (max. 10): 8.5 


DRAFT Considering they were again selecting near 
the bottom in each round, the 49ers did another remark- 
able job of acquiring the players they wanted with their 
earlv picks. They made a deal with the Raiders, grabbing 
receiver Dokie Williams in exchange for their No. | pick, 
and still found Miami’s Danny Stubbs, who would have 
been their top pick, available in the second round. Stubbs 
was the draft’s best pass-rushing bet and with Pierce Holt, 
a 26-year-old rookie, should reinforce the defensive line. 
Holt is best suited for a containment tackle spot in any of 
the 49ers’ 4-3 alignments. 

Boston College linebacker Bill Romanowski has the 
coverage skills to start at inside linebacker. The 49ers may 
also have filled two critical needs by drafting a punter 
(Barry Helton) and a placekicker (Tim Foley). Helton 
averaged 45 yards a punt his last two seasons at Colo- 
tado while Foley hit five of six beyond 50 yards, including 
a 63-yarder last season. 


1888 DRAFT round number (pick {n round; overall sequence): 2. (6,33) 
DANIEL STUBBS, DE, Miami (FL); 2. (12,39) PIERCE HOLT, DT, Angeio 
State; 3. (26,80) BILL ROMANOWSKI, LB, Boston College; 4, (22,102) BARRY 
HELTON, P, Colorado; 7. (26,191) KEVIN BRYANT, LB, Delaware State; 8. 
(26,219) LARRY CLARKSON, OT, Montana; 9. (26,247) BRIAN BONNER, LB, 
Minnesota; 10. (26,275) TIM FOLEY, K, Georgia Southern, 11. (26,303) TER- 
RANCE BROOKS, DB, Texas A&M; 12. (26,331) GEORGE MIRA, LB, Miami 


(FL). 
GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 


‘VETERANS ROSTER 
BIRTH- 


OATE COLLEGE 
4/19/64 North Carolina 
11/29/56 N. Carolina A&T, 
5/1/64 S. California 
10/29/60 S. Methodist 
6/27/62 Texas-Arlington 
12/24/58 Michigan St. 
7/10/60 Nebraska 
1/5/58 Auburn 
4/25/54 UCLA 

3/14/64 Nebraska 
8/15/60 USC 

4/25/63 Miami (Fla.) 
11/8/58 Minnesota 
9/24/64 Clemson 
4117/62 Ohio St. 
8/8/62 Texas A&M 
3/17/64 Mid. Tennessee St. 
11/9/63 Washington 
1/6/64 James Madison 
9/18/63 Oregon SI. 
3/7/60 Brigham Young 
2/12/63 
8/9/59 
5/8/59 
10/5/58 
8/28/59 
9/5/63 
6/11/56 
6/11/64 
2/24/62 
10/6/60 
1/27/56 Oregon 
10/7/62 Nebraska 
10/13/62 Miss. Valley St. 
6/2/63 Alabama 
3/24/56 S. Carolina 
3/10/61 Hawaii 
6/24/62 Brigham Young 
5/22/58 Oregon 
6/26/59 Kansas 
3/31/62 Delaware St. 
10/22/58 Purdue 
12/27/64 Auburn 
11/30/60 Oregon 
8/21/50 California 
6/25/60 UCLA 
6/12/58 Pittsburgh 
12/49/58 Washington St. 
4/18/59 Missouri 
10/11/61 Brigham Young 


Margerum, K. 
McColl, M. 
Texas-Arlington 
Notre Came 
Grambling 

San Diego St. 
Michigan 
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Williams, D. 
Williamson, C. 
Wilson, M. 
Wright, E. 
Young, S. 
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NEW ORLEANS 


AINTS 


HEAD COACH: JIMMORA STADIUM: LOUISIANA SUPERDOME (69,723) 


987 RECORD: 12-3 


After two decades of losing, the Saints hit the jackpot 
last year only to go bust in'their first-ever playoff game, a 
44-10 nightmare against the Vikings at the Superdome. 
For one inglorious afternoon, Saints’ fans were tortured 
by recurring flashbacks to the ‘Aints. Still, nary a “Bring 
Back the Snake” chant was heard. By day’s end, “wait 'til 
next year” had replaced “on the rocks” as the phrase-of- 
choice on Bourbon Street. 

Coach Jim Mora didn't particularly enjoy the outcome, 
of course, but he’s certain to build from it. Ifanything, the 
defeat definitely got his players’ attention, and now they 
have a gauge on how much work actually lies ahead. Mora 
had preached all along the virtues of keeping last year’s 
developments in perspective, but in a city starved for a 
winner (remember the Jazz?), his task was virtually impos- 
sible. He was even criticized for not being a big enough 
booster. 

How did the Saints do it in 87? Well, for starters they 
were plus-20 in turnovers, fourth overall in total defense, 
and led the league in average time of possession. The 
special teams were superior (eight blocked kicks, three 
TDs), and the rushing game, led by Rueben Mayes, was 
the league’s third-best. All told, the Saints led the NFL in 
10 statistical categories en route to a 12-3 record beaten 
only by the 49ers’ 13-2 mark. 

The youthful Saints — with no player over 30 — came 
together with a tough new take-no-prisoners attitude. This 
year, they'll try to bury the ‘Aints for good. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END Although the wide receivers are a 


shaky bunch, the Saints possess the best tight end in the 
division in Hoby Brenner. And his backup, John Tice, is 
coming off his best season — six touchdown catches and 
an 11.3 receiving average. Both players are excellent 
blockers, and capable of handling pass-rushing §line- 
backers. Brenner has the best hands on the team, but he 
lacks the speed to be a threat beyond 15-20 yards. Used 
like an offensive tackle, Brenner has slowed down from all 
the pounding, Conversely, Tice has 4.8 speed and uses his 
size (6-5) very well to shield smaller safeties from the ball. 
Banking on a power running game, Brenner and Tice are 
big reasons for its success. They are the perfect combo for 
the Saints and both are highly underrated. 

The same cannot be said for the wide receiving corps. 
Mike Jones, a good acquisition from the Vikings in 1986, 
saw his production slip froma club-high 48 catches in 1986 
to 27 for 420 yards last season. A disciplined route runner 
without great speed, nevertheless Jones is football fast and 
can break away from man coverage. He’s willing to go 
over the middle, but his size (5-11, 180) makes him an 
inviting target. Jones has the cutting ability and the hands 
to be a 50-catch receiver should the Saints decide to bal- 
ance their attack. 

Eric Martin finally blossomed last season (44 catches 
for 778 yards and 7 TDs), but the Saints still aren't true 
believers, Martin isn’t a hard worker and his hot-dog style 
has caused him to drop punts and some wide-open passes. 
He'll catch in the crowds, but he is not particularly tough, 
and certainly is no burner, However, his numbers reflect 
some ability and he did become Bobby Hebert’s favorite 
third-down target. 

Aftera 19-catch rookie season, the Saints are expecting 
more from Lonzell “Mo” Hill. He has big-play athletic 
ability. But right now he’s strictly a one dimensional 
receiver — go long — and didn’t show any instincts over 
the middle, Hill must improve his escape tactics from 
man-coverage and his recognition on the move. He also 
needs to become more consistent catching the ball. More 
quick than fast, Hill has good eye-hand ability and excel- 


lent body control. 
GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 
OFFENSIVE LINE _ some scouts believe this 


line is comparable to the Rams, which is high praise 
indeed. Like the Rams, the Saints forced a youngster into 


110 


the lineup. Right guard Steve Trapilo’s toughness was 
comparable to Tom Newberry’s. He can take on anybody 
and most of the time he smothered linemen with his 6-5, 
285-pound bulk. Trapilo is very broad with average feet, 
and he prefers to overpower and muscle his man. But all 
the signs indicate that he'll improve his technique as he 
learns his opponents. ‘ 

Joel Hilgenberg is small (240) for a starting center and 
lacks the strength to neutralize larger nose tackles. He 
constantly requires help from the guards. However, he 
survives on guts, a good knowledge of the game and good 
pass-blocking technique. Steve Korte, the incumbent start- 
er since 1984 until a preseason shoulder injury sidelined 
him most of last season, is stronger than Hilgenberg and 
could win the job back before the season starts. They'd like 
to move him to guard but his speed is limited. Despite 
average feet, he could be an outstanding center if he can 
stay injury free. He’s excellent in tight quarters at finishing 
off opponents and the Saints would be better off with both 
players in the lineup. 

Left guard Brad Edelman is coming off a dubious Pro 
Bowl season. A second-round pick in 1982, Edelman has 
missed parts of the last four seasons due to injuries. He is a 
better pulling and trapping guard than a straight-on 
blocker. The Saints would like to make Edelman a swing 
guard. This could happen if Chuck Commiskey, a 290- 
pound superior drive blocker, continues to develop. How- 
ever, he is slow to react to quick inside pass rushers. 

Stan Brock, a No. | pick in 1980, has been Mr. Consis- 
tency at right tackle. Because of average feet and a lack of 
quickness, Brock isa better run blocker than pass blocker. 
But he’s the leader of this group. He'll play hurt (recently 
had disk surgery) and can muscle any end in close quar- 
ters. Once he gets a hold, he usually wins. Brock is a hard 
worker and knows his opponents, thus he’s able to survive 
despite a lack of flexibility. 

Jim Dombrowski has the longarms and the giant frame 
to be a great open-side pass blocker. His feet need improv- 
ing and despite being 6-6, 290 pounds, he’s not real physi- 
cal. He has excellent technique but lacks some positioning 
savvy, like locking onto the best angle on outside pass 
rushers. With time, the club’s No. | pick in 1986 should be 
the Saint’s best pass blocker. 

The subs are only fair. Daren Gilbert, a former No. 2 
pick, hasn't worked to develop his 295-pound body. He’s 
soft. Bill Contz knows how to use his hands, but lacks 
strength to be a dominating pass blocker. Contz can run, 
but durability remains a question. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 
QUARTERBACK Bobby Hebert blossomed 


last season. His nine interceptions tied for low among 
NFL starters, plus his 82.9 rating was the highest-ever fora 
New Orleans passer. Dave Wilson, the backup, might 
have better leadership qualities than Hebert, however. 

The key is for Mora to cool his Cajun’s hot temper. 
Hebert is mobile and though he’s never been accused of 
being a finesse thrower, he has developed a better touch 
while on the run. However, Hebert tends to get impatient, 
thus leaving the pocket way too early. Hebert’s talents are 
better suited to a wide-open offense because he is an 
accurate passer beyond 30 yards and has the scrambling 
itch that can result in big plays. Still, he’s the antithesis ofa 
Dan Fouts and it’s up to Mora to convince Hebert to use 
the upstairs before going out of the pocket and downfield. 
When that happens, the Saints could have a very special 
quarterback. 

Of the two, Wilson is tougher. Shoulder operations 
have hindered his throwing, forcing him to throw a flutter 
ball at times. But Wilson isa take-charge kind of guy who 
won't make many mistakes. The drawback is he lacks the 
ability to scramble and the magic touch to make big plays 


out of nothing. GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
RUNNING BACKS After averaging 4.7 yards 


per carry in 1986, Rueben Mayes slowed down last season, 


faifing to gain 1,000 yards (917) while his average dropped 
to 3.8. Still, the Saints got slightly more total yards (2,135 
to 2,055) out of the tailback position, thanks mostly toa 
fine sophomore effort from Dalton Hilliard. 

Mayes’ total did rank fourth in the NFL among runners 
who didn’t play during the strike. A tough inside runner, 
Mayes seemed to lack the outside burst last season. Mayes 
excels when given a chance to slide to his holes, where he 
has a Dorsett-like burst to break free. Although he weighs 
only 200 pounds, he prefers to attack defenders. Mayes is 
also a willing blocker, but is generally replaced in passing 
situations. 

The Saints had the league’s No, 3 rushing game because 
Hilliard rushed for 508 yards. Given a chance after an 
inconsistent rookie year, Hilliard was a much more 
relaxed player. He is an excellent open-field runner, rely- 
ing heavily on a cut-back style, Hilliard, who had |,020 
all-purpose yards, has great balance combined with the 
ability to change direction with a minimum loss of speed. 
Adept as a sideline receiver, he maneuvers well in the flat 
and has above-average hands. 

In fullbacks Buford Jordan and Barry Word, the Saints 
have a combination that can block and catch. Jordan is 
built like a fireplug at 223 pounds with the leg drive and 
toughness to shiver a linebacker. After shaking his drug 
image, Word was slow to develop last season but is quick 
enough to find the outside lanes and has above-average 
hands. Word, 24, is 6-2, 220 and could develop into a fine 
all-around back. A third-round pick three years ago, his 
untapped athletic ability would have projected him much 


higher this year. GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 
DEFENSIVE LINE The Saints. based on yard- 


age allowed, improved dramatically on defense last sea- 
son. Their overall ranking rose from 14th to fourth best in 
the league. They were third against the run and sixth 
against the pass. It was an improved team concept, rather 
than dominant line play, that enhanced the overall 
numbers. , 

Left end Bruce Clark led linemen with 34 tackles and 
will be beginning his seventh year as a starter. Once an 
outside pass rusher, Clark has been slowed by annual knee 
injuries, thus limiting his range. He sits out on some 
passing situations but still turned in a modest 444 sacks, 
arthritic knees and all. However. his play against the run 
remains strong. Clark has the strength and quickness to 
pounce ona blocker, hold him up and shift into the gap. 

The Saints plan to remain in their 34 scheme. which 
employs Clark, Tony Elliott and Jim Wilks vs the run, 
with Frank Warrenand James Geathers moving in on the 
outside when a pass-rush is needed. Elliott, the nose tackle. 
generally bull-rushes the centers he faces. Elliott tends to 
slow down when the going gets tough, and has difficulty 
with double teams. 

Wilks, a six-year starter, can release and blow around 
some blockers. Physically, he is undersized (265) when 
coping with a power sweep. Still he’s above-average rush- 
ing the passer and his 5!4 sacks last year were his most 
since 1983 and 84, when he totalled 8 and 7'4. The plan (or 
hope?) is to have last year’s No. | pick, Shawn Knight. 
develop into the strong-side defensive end. Knight has the 
physique (6-6, 290) but lacks the quickness and the tech= 
nique to compete. At BYU, Knight was so strong he 
overpowered people, a tactic he cun’t survive on tn the 
NFL. As strong as he is, Knight’s effectiveness would 
increase tenfold once he developed a rip move or a single- 
arm slip move. The pressure is on line coach John Pease 
and Knight to exhibit some progress. 

Warren and Geathers both have exvellent upper-body 
strength and the ability to knock the lighter tackles off 
balance, or to swim move by the slower types en route to 
the backfield. Warren has fine hands, but is not real tough 
and tends to be a one-play player. He did lead linemen 
with six sacks last year. Geathers was injured much of last 
season after collecting nine sacks in 1986. His height 
makes him difficult to throw over. The lone negative ts 


that he rarely makes an inside move or any move f 
other than going hard to the outside. j 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 


LINEBACKERS Youmight get anargu- 
ment from the Giants, but the Saints’ group of 
linebackers may be the best in the league. Vaughan 
Johnson, just 26, led the Saints with 74 solo 
tackles last year and could become. __, - 
another Harry Carson if his pro- 
gress continues at the present 
pace. Nicknamed “Meat,” John- 
son punishes ballcarriers and 
has impressive lateral range. 
Johnson’s partner at inside 
linebacker, Sam Mills, calls 
the defensive signals and is 
rarely out of position. Mills, 
also a great hitter, can handle 
most runners head-on, but 
lacks the bulk and quick- 
ness to close on backs who 
angle out of his territory. 

Still, his strengths are his 
utilization of the inher- 

ent leverage of his size (5- 

9, 225) and his quickness 
and agility sifting through 
traffic from tackle to tackle. 

Rickey Jackson, who turned 
30 this year, remains the big-name defender. He has 
learned to sacrifice his personal goals for the good of the 
team without downgrading his “numbers.” Blessed with 
outstanding speed, his blitzing prowess is evidenced by the 
fact he’s averaged over nine sacks in each of his seven NFL 
seasons. His idea of pass defense is frightening quarter- 
backs, so he’s not particularly fond of moving in reverse in 
zones or man coverage. He has, however, concentrated 
more on playing the run straight up, and demonstrated the 
strength and positioning at the point Mora wants. 

Pat Swilling, the right outside backer, may be a better 
overall athlete than Jackson, but Rickey still managed 94 
sacks and two interceptions. Swilling, who had 1014 sacks, 
is 6-3 and 245 and has the acceleration to make runners 
remember his impact. Swilling also has the agility and 
anticipation to cover faster receivers in his zone, and the 
speed to pursue. 

The Saints have more than four talented starters, 
though. Joe Kohlbrand has the strength to bea starter, but 
lacks the speed to be one. Alvin Toles, a No. | pick in 1985, 
is the best backup. Toles (218) has the speed for nickel duty 
and is highly effective “spying” a scrambling quarterback. 
James Haynes, another pass-rushing specialist, gives the 
Saints seven above-average linebackers. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.5 
DEFENSIVE BACKS. The Saints have a 


bunch of hitters but not enough man-on-man specialists. 
The abundance of one-dimensional DBs was dramatically 
exposed by Minnesota’s Anthony Carter in last season’s 
playoffs. With the exception of left cornerback Dave 
Waymer, 30, the Saints last year tried to survive on youth 
— 1988's returners average 2.5 years per player — and 
almost got away with it. 

Without the zone concept to team defense, this unit 
would be dead. Waymer doesn't have the outright speed or 
nimbleness to be a pure cover guy but survives on his 
experience and instincts. He likes to gamble and led the 
team with five interceptions and 16 passes defensed. 
Waymer has fine hands, can read offenses with the best of 
them and gives the Saints some big-play potential in the 
secondary. Van Jakes, the right corner, plays closer to the 
vest. He gives receivers a bit more cushion but still falls 
victim to the most basic fakes. Generally he’s not very 
responsive to receivers’ breaks. 

Gene Atkins took over at strong safety after Antonio 
Gibson went down with an injury. Both strong and quick, 
Atkins has the better speed of the two and consequently 
has better coverage abilities. Gibson’s advantage is in his 
experience and steady, error-free play. He’s a good run- 
supporter and while not spectacular in any area, the 
former USFLer will bea tough man to oust come training 
camp. 

If both are healthy, the Saints would like to rotate one 
(probably Atkins) to free safety, where Brett Maxie was 
slated as the starter heading into camp. Maxie is a smart 
player with good anticipation but lacks the raw physical 
tools to become a standout. Special teamer Toi Cook has 
shifted from corner to free safety and could wind up at 
either post. A college baseball centerfielder, he’s a natural 
free safety type and has the fluid back-pedal, quick reac- 
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tions and instincts for the job. 

Backup Michael Adams is the fastest man in the Saints 
secondary and will be groomed for the nickel back. Adams 
missed a lot of work last season with a hamstring pull and 
will never be accused (soon, anyway) of heady play. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 
SPECIAL TEAMS Tre Saints will be hard- 


pressed to top any aspect of their special teams play, which 
was superb. Kicker Morten Andersen was a perfect 18 for 
18 inside the 40 and led the NFL’s kickers in scoring with 
121 points. His long, high kickoffs allowed for blanket 
coverage. He thrives on pressure. Punter Brian Hansen 
was equally proficient, dropping 19 of his 52 kicks inside 
the opponents’ 20. 

The Saints also topped the league (nonstrike) in both 
punt- and kickoff-return averages, led by nifty cutback 
runner Mel Gray. Throw in the aforementioned eight 
blocked kicks and some vicious hitting, and the package is 


complete. 
GRADE (max. 10): 8.5 


COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION Mora built on his first-year 


record of 7-9 and created a playoff team from one that 
didn't add any significant offensive weapons. Never one to 
be satisfied, the USFL’s best coach ever should keep the 
Saints in the upper echelon. His staff, one of the most 
energetic groups in the league, can rival any club’s in the 
hard-work department. They caught many experienced 
staffs napping last year. 

President) General Manager Jim Finks has the ability 
and league-wide know-how to keep the Saints from 
returning to their past woes. The best thing owner Thomas 
Benson has done is to give Finks and Mora a free hand 
with the football operation. The Saints are now a dis- 
ciplined, tough bunch on the field, and Mora and Finks 
deserve the kudos that go hand-in-hand with success. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.5 


DRAFT The Saints know the inherent risks with 
Craig “Ironhead” Heyward, whose weight can fluctuate 30 
pounds ina matter of meals. By acquiring Heyward, Finks 
is admitting the club’s concern about Rueben Mayes’ 
reconstructive knee surgery in January. Heyward’s style 
suits the Saints’ emphasis on counters and off-tackle 
power plays. For his size, Heyward has excellent 
speed. 
Brett Perriman, the second choice, is 
. faster than any current Saints receiver, 
~~, and could develop into a great kick 
5 returner. Lydell Carr has game- 
breaking speed and the skills to be a blocking back. 
Eighth-round choice Glenn Derby, a potential reserve 
guard, should make the team as a deep snapper. 


1988 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): |. (25.24) 
CRAIG HEYWARD, RB, Pittsburgh; 2. (25.52) BRETT PERRIMAN, WR 
Miaim (FL); 3. (27.81) TONY STEPHENS, NT. Clemson; 4, (25.106) LYDELL 
CARR. RB, Oklahoma; S. (3.112) GREG SCALES. TE, Wake Forest; 5. (25.134) 
KEITH TAYLOR, DB, Illinois: 6. (25.162) BOBBY SIMS, OG. Florida: 7. 
(25,190) BRIAN FORDE. LB. Washington State: 8. (25.218) GLENN DERBY 
OT. Wisconsin: 9, (25.246) CLARENCE NUNN. DB. Sun Diego State: 10, (25,274) 
TODD SANTOS, QB. San Dicgo State: 10. (27,276) VINCENT FIZER. LB. 


Southern University: 11. (25,302) GARY COUCH. WR, Minnesota; 12. (25.330) aD 


PAUL JURGENSEN, DE, Georgia Tech 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 


VETERANS ROSTER 
BIRTH- 

. NAME POS. HT. WT. OATE COLLEGE 
Adams, M cB 5-10 195 4/5/64 Arkansas §t 
Andersen, M K 6-2 221 8/19/60 Michigan St 
Atkins, G DB 6-1 200 8/31/64 Florida A&M 
Benson. C TE 6-4 240 8/28/61 Purdue 
Brenner. H 6-4 240 6/2/59 USC 
Brock. S 6-6 292 6/8/58 Colorado 
Campen, J 6-3 260 6/11/64 Tulane 
Clark. B 6-3 275 3/31/58 Penn St 
Commiskey. C. 6-4 290 3/2/58 Mississippi 
Contz, B 6-5 270 5/12/61 Penn St 
Cook, T 5-11 188 12/3/64 Stanford 
Dawsey. S 5-9 154 10/24/65 Indiana 
Dombrowski. J 6-5 298 10/19/63 Virginia 
Edelman, B 6-6 270 9/3/60 Missouri 
Elliott. T 6-2 295 4/28/59 North Texas St 
Geathers, J 6-7 290 4/26/60 Wichita St 
Gibson, A 6-3. 204 7/5/62 Cincinnati 
Gilbert. D 6-6 295 10/3/63 Cal State-Fullerton 
Gray. M 5-9 166 3/16/61 Purdue 
Hansen. B 6-3. 209 10/18/60 Sioux Falls 

Mississippi Valley 

Hebert. B 6-4 215 8/19/60 N.W. Louisiana 

Hilgenberg, J 6-2 252 7/10/62 lowa 

Hill, L 5-11 189 9/25/65 Washington 

Hilliard. D 5-8 204 1/21/64 LSU 

Jackson, R 6-2 243 3/20/58 Pittsburgh 

Jakes, V 6-0 190 5/10/61 Kent St 

Johnson, V 6-3 235 3/24/62 N, Carolina St 

Jones. M 5-11 183 4/14/60 Tennessee St 

Jordan, B 6-0 223 6/26/62 McNeese St 

Kohlbrand. J 6-4 242 3/18/63 Miami 

Korte. S 6-2 260 1/15/60 Arkansas 

Mack. M 5-11 182 9/20/63 Alcorn St 

Martin, E 6-1 207 11/8/61 LSU 

Maxie. B ‘ 6-2 194 1/13/62 Texas Southern 

Mayes, R. 5-11 200 6/16/63 Washington St 

Mills, S 5-9 225 6/3/59 Montclair St 

Pattison, M 6-2 190 12/13/61 Washington 

Poe. J. 6-1 194 Missouri 

Sutton, R 5-10 180 2/15)/ Miami 

Swilling, P 6-3 242 (64 Georgia Tech 

Swoopes. P \ 64 280 Mississippi St 

Tice. J 6-5 249 Maryland 

Toles. A 6-1 227 3/23/63 Tennessee 

Trapilo. S 6-5 281 Boston College 

Warren, F 6-4 290 Auburn 

Waymer, D y 6-1 188 Notre Dame 

Wilks, J 6-5 266 3/12/ San Diego St 

Wilson. D 6-3 206 59 Illin 

Word. B 6-2 220 Virginia 


Haynes, J 6-2 233 8/9/60 
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After four consecutive playoff seasons, the Rams closed 
out 1987 with a 48-0 loss to the San Francisco 49ers, the 
worst defeat in franchise history. The slide began on open- 
ing day when the Rams unveiled a new offense and every- 
one looked lost, and totally out of sync. Young quarter- 
back Jim Everett had two horrible pre-strike games, 
completing only 24 passes with three interceptions and 
nary a touchdown. Then, on Halloween, the Rams traded 
the game's premier running back, Eric Dickerson, a clear 
signal to the fans and players that they were more inter- 
ested in the 1988 draft than anything else. 

Through it all, coach John Robinson kept his cool and 
the Rams responded with a late five game winning streak 
during which Everett was 68 for 108 and threw only three 
interceptions. A true people-person and a superb motiva- 
tor, Robinson milked the Lambs for all they had in 87. 

This ‘88 version figures to be a Rams team in transition 
from power running to true offensive balance. Offensive 
coordinator Ernie Zampese, a fixture in San Diego during 
the Dan Fouts glory years, will direct the new show. John 
Madden’s pal Robinson, 46-33 with the Rams, has rede- 
signed the defense, which was average in every way in ’87. 
The new scheme is aimed at producing the fervor of Buddy 
Ryan’s 46, a high-pressure, attacking defense that relies 
more on the team’s strengths at linebacker and in the 
secondary. Usually a 
solid’ defensive unit, 
the Rams slipped 
from fourth 
overall to 16th 
(nonstrike) last 
season. 


Irv Pankey 


112 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 
TIGHT END With Henry Ellard the lone return- 


ing receiver the coaching staff trusts, rookies Aaron Cox, 
Willie Anderson and Darryl Franklin should make an 
immediate impact. Ellard led the Rams in receptions (51) 
for the fourth consecutive season. Ellard, 27, runs well 
after the catch, but is shaky over the middle. His quick, 
stop-and-go moves allow him to break free, and he’s best 
on sideline up routes and wherever he can look the ball in. 
Ellard claims he can be an 80-catch receiver, and this year 
he should have the opportunity to back it up. 

Both Michael Young and Kevin House are limited 
receivers. Young has always been a better practice player 
thana game-day one. He and House combined for only 10 
catches last season. However, they are the only expe- 
rienced receivers remaining, following Ron Brown’s re- 
tirement and return to track and field. Young, who does 
have good hands, suffers from a lack of concentration and 
the ability to improvise ona pattern. He also lacks a burst 
out of his cuts. House, no longer the deep threat he was in 
Tampa Bay, has trouble avoiding the jam and doesn’t like 
the middle. 

With David Hill released, the Rams have two tight ends 
who concentrate more on receiving than blocking. Da- 
mone Johnson and Pete Holohan, the former Charger, 
aren't deep threats, but they work well underneath and can 
find the seam after going in motion. Johnson had 21 
receptions, two for touchdowns, last season, his first pro- 
duction after two seasons. Holohan has better (excellent) 
hands and a truer sense of Zampese’s offense, and should 
force Johnson into seeking another level. Greg Baty has 
the size (6-5, 242) to be productive, but he’s slow off the 
mark and is stiff turning on the ball. Baty is the best 


. blocker, though, so has a chance to stick if he can improve 


his reads and initial burst. 


GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 
OFFENSIVE LINE Although Dennis Harrah, a 


Pro Bowl guard and an inspirational leader, must be 
replaced, this unit remains the team’s strongest. The 
group’s new leader by example is Tom Newberry. Enter- 
ing his third season, Newberry has mushroomed to 292 
pounds without losing an ounce of his quickness. He has 
an excellent first step, can pull effectively to either side and 
explodes downfield unlike any lineman in the league. An 
amateur boxer, when Newberry extends his Popeye fore- 
arms it’s like being hit by an Ali jab. He is fiercely combat- 
ive while remaining a technically solid lineman. You need 
more than one man to push Newberry around. 

Right tackle Jackie Slater, 34, hopes to play two more 
seasons; this is his 10th asa starter. The right side is perfect 
for Slater, who needs to be turned and leaning to cut off 
looping pass rushers. An old warhorse, Slater studies his 
Opponents and usually figures a way to combat their 
moves. Quick linemen give Slater headaches, and he’s no 
longer a great drive blocker, but an adequate one. 

Left tackle Irv Pankey continues to be the least- 
appreciated starter in the group, despite allowing only 
three sacks the past two seasons. Pankey, who’s started 58 
consecutive games, is an extremely quick 300-pounder. 
Besides covering the flank, Pankey runs very well and 
provides a punch on counter plays. When set, he is tough 
to move, although he occasionally reacts poorly to inside 
moves. Pankey knows how to play the angles, rarely gets 
flustered and consistently rises to the occasion against the 
big-name defensive ends. 

Duval Love, another 300-pounder, will move into right 
guard. Love was a better player than Harrah last year and 
adds flexibility and speed to the rushing game. He’s light 
on his feet, adjusting to his opponent’s movement, and has 
the size and strength to dominate. 

Holding everything together is center Doug Smith. The 
smallest starter by more than 30 pounds, Smith survives 
on experience and guile. He needs help against quick, 
powerful nose tackles but uses his legs well to keep the 
struggle from being a mismatch. Smith, who has played in 


four consecutive Pro Bowls, will be 32 in November. A 
smart player, Smith generally improves as the game pro- 
gresses. His exchanges are smooth and he can still fire out 
on linebackers. 

In reserve, the Rams believe they have a future starter in 
second-year tackle Robert Cox. Cox is big and quick, but 
needs to toughen up and improve his hand checks. Mike 
Schad, a former No. | pick, is strong enough to be an 
adequate backup at either guard position. His once mis- 
erable techniques have improved some, and he does run 
well. This will be Schad’s summer to prove he truly 
belongs in the NFL. Because of arthritic knees, Tony 
Slaton has never been a threat to Smith at center. How- 
ever, he’s stronger than Smith and has better arm exten- 
sion. Jeff Walker has size and speed, but his toughness and 
competitiveness are questionable. 


GRADE (max. 10): 7.5 
QUARTERBACK The projection of the Rams 


as a Super Bowl contender was based on Jim Everett’s 
expected explosion as a quarterback last season. Well, it 
didn't happen. Everett struggled with the new offense and 
then lost whatever inroads he had made when the strike 
came. Everett does have the great size (6-5, 225) and the 
whip-like arm to be one of the league's finest. What he 
needs to do is work on his footwork and have the patience 
to milk the pocket before unloading. When pressured 
severely last season, Everett tended to bail out and unload 
off the wrong foot. And there’s only one quarterback who 
has the arm strength to compensate for such a fundamen- 
tal mistake, and he lives in Denver. 

Before chipping an ankle bone in the next-to-last game 
of the 87 season, Everett completed 63 percent of his 
attempts during the five-game win streak. Used to throw- 
ing sidearm, Everett must work on his over-the-top deliv- 
ery. At the moment, some of his best attributes are a will- 
ingness to work and a natural sense of leadership. What 
makes him special is the talent behind his ample supply of 
intangibles. He has the flat-out arm strength, touch, accu- 
racy and field vision to develop far beyond his current 
numbers. Ranked near the bottom among starting quar- 
terbacks, Everett eventually raised his rating to 68.4. The 
fact that he threw more interceptions (13) than touchdown 
passes (10) had a lot to do with the ranking, which in his 
case accurately reveals that more hard work lies ahead. 

Hugh Millen, whose arm strength is comparable to 
Everett's, will have the preseason to unseat Steve Dils for 
the backup position. Millen needs work under fire, espe- 
cially after falling apart against the 49ers last year. Millen 
must develop a softer touch and improve his accuracy 
while scrambling. With 24 NFL starts, Dils has proven to 
be a capable leader. He doesn’t have the ability to win 
games, but he’s smart enough not to lose many. He’s cool 
and reliable, but lacks deep-ball accuracy and throws too 


flat over the middle. GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 
RUNNING BACKS. Charles White overcamea 


drug relapse and the ghost of Eric Dickerson to enjoy his 
finest season, a gratifying experience after seven years of 
undistinguished service. White, who crossed the line dur- 
ing the players strike and gained 339 yards, won the NFL 
rushing title with 1,374 yards. 

Despite weighing only 195 pounds, White is more of a 
punishing fullback than a sweet-moving tailback. He can 
attack straight-ahead, make a quick lateral cut and main- 
tain his momentum. He gets into trouble whenever juking 
behind the line because once he slows down, he can’t ignite 
and take off again. Being 5-10 and reckless, White takes 
many blows on his arms and his chest, where he protects 
the ball. The collisions often cause fumbles, and he led 
NFC runners with eight. White is an adequate blocker 
and, though he caught 23 passes, is only a fair receiver and 
one relegated to swing passes. 

Of the returning veterans, fullback Mike Guman is the 
only one with starting experience. Guman, though, has 
been slowed by numerous knee injuries and finished last 


> 


“4 


season witha torn left arch. A reliable blocker when used 
as an H-back, Guman lacks the speed to project as the 
long-term starter but developed nicely as a receiver out of 
the backfield, catching 22 passes for 263 yards. 
Robinson has switched defensive end Donald Evans to 
fullback, and the second-year player has dropped to 246 
pounds. Evans has good hands, but is a stiff, straight- 
ahead runner with 4.6 speed. Fullback Tim Tyrrell is 
strictly a special teams player and Jon Francis, a replace- 
ment player, possesses only average skills, Greg Bell, a 
1984 first round choice by the Bills, returns after a 
shoulder injury sidelined his 1987 season. 
GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 


DEFENSIVE LINE There isn'ta dominant, Pro 
Bowl-caliber player in the bunch, but there’s a consistent, 
blue-collar thread which ranked 12th defending the run 
last season. Key to Robinson’s new defense is finding more 
pass-rushers in this group. 

Shawn Miller is the toughest and most active lineman, 
but he missed eight games last year with a severe ankle 
sprain. Miller (6-4, 265) has learned to use his hands as a 
pass rusher, although his forte is a power move and the 
ability to two-gap. He matured playing nose tackle and 
has no competition at right end. 

In 38 career starts, Doug Reed has managed I6 sacks at 
left end, a total that was once a good season for Jack 
Youngblood. Reed is blessed with natural strength and 
quickness, and has developed a good swim move. But he's 
not rugged, lacks intensity and often disappears for a 
quarter or more. Powerfully built, Reed can stand-up any 
blocker. However, he isn't motivated to be a success and 
Robinson's hopes of a born-again inside pass rusher are 
optimistic ones, indeed. 

Conversely, nose tackle Greg Meisner does work to 
improve, but simply won't follow coaching orders on the 
field. He has quickness to shoot the gaps and make plays 
for losses, but he also has this knack for being out-of- 
position. Meisner can be overpowered at the point, lack- 
ing solid leg-power to drive his man. 

Alvin Wright is strictly a bull-rush nose tackle, without 
any lateral moves. Despite three years in camp, Wright 
hasn't progressed beyond being a below-average player. 
Gary Jeter led the Rams with seven sacks in 1987, but has 
been considering retirement or asking to be traded to 
Cleveland, his hometown. Jeter, 33, relies on a quick, 
looping rush. He’s a smart player and onestill effective ina 
four-man scheme. Last year’s 12th round pick, Fred 
Stokes showed some promise last season. A natural ath- 
lete, Stokes can be tied up easily and probably lacks the 
meanness to be a good pro. 


GRADE (max. 10): 4.0 
LINEBACKERS The Rams may not have a 


Lawrence Taylor or a Wilber Marshall, but there’s good 
depth with six experienced players who are solid, forceful 
tacklers. In Robinson's new defense, the Rams plan to 
employ three outside backers much of the time in an 
attempt to blitz more often and put better pressure on 
opposing quarterbacks. 

Jim Collins, who played during the strike, led the team 
with 98 tackles, almost 40 more than any other linebacker. 
Collins will be at strong inside linebacker when the Rams 
opt for,their new 2-5-4 scheme. The position will allow 
Collins the freedom to roam, coupled with the responsi- 
bility to make the sure tackle. Because of an arthritic left 
knee, Collins loses quickness and speed, necessary for pass 
drops and pursuit, as the season wears on. When 100 
percent, Collins can press and fold running backs and is 
adequate in zone coverage. 

In the new defense, Mel Owens will play over the tight 
end, thus handling the strong side. Owens is a durable 
commodity, missing only one start over the last five sea- 
sons. He may lack the big-play skills, but no tight end can 
block him consistently. Owens can stick and move, plus 


_ uses his hands well when rushing the passer. 


Look for Kevin Greene to play more often and man the 
left outside spot. He will be asked to rush the passer as well 
as drop into coverage. Quickest among the starters, 
Greene is a natural 225-pounder who's had to bulk up in 
order to compete with huge offensive tackles. It has cost 
him some of his flexibility, but Greene knows only one 
speed: fast forward. 

Mike Wilcher will continue to man right outside line- 
backer. Wilcher is a complete player: he can rush, hold his 
ground, or turn it on and cover running backs. Wilcher 
has fine lateral pursuit and rarely is beaten. He can back 
pedal and turn likea safety, but look for the Rams to have 
him focused more on getting into the backfield. 

The plan is for the weak inside linebacker, probably 


« Mark Jerue, to have the dual capability of playing over 


center and slipping back into normal linebacker space. 
Jerue started when Collins missed the 86 season and 
proved to be a rugged, head-jarring defender. He loves 
collisions. Of course, he is returning after having two 
operations on his right knee. A former defensive lineman 
in college, Jerue has the instincts to play the position. 
Richard Brown, a 255-pound free agent, will battle Jerue 
for the spot. Brown excelled on special téams last year, 
displaying fine speed for a big man. 

Car] Ekern, a team captain and I I-year veteran, will be 
asked to rotate at strong inside linebacker. A Pro Bowl 
player two seasons ago, Ekern had a miserable 87 season 
and will be hard-pressed to beat out Collins. Never the 
most gifted linebacker, Ekern excelled through hard work 
and a complete knowledge of Fritz Shurmur’s system. He 
called the signals and filled the gaps. Whether there is 
room in the new scheme for Ekern, training camp will tell. 
Larry Kelm, a second-year player, has fine instincts, good 
height and 10 less years on his frame, though he’s not yet 


the player Ekern is. GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Tre status of LeRoy 
Irvin — will he play or won't he? — could undermine the 
cohesiveness of the secondary. Irvin wants more money 
from the Rams. When his mind (and wallet) is right, Irvin 
can be one of the game’s complete cornerbacks. He can 
force the run, make the open-field tackle and unleash the 
speed to blanket the best receivers deep. Irvin knows all 
the tricks, and has a great sense of timing. His weakness is 
to the inside because he doesn't move as well to his left, but 
with his fluid back pedal, keen anticipation and rapid 
close, offenses have few reasons to pick on him. 

On the left side, Jerry Gray has developed into one of 
the game's best cornerbacks. Very a kone Gray can jam 
receivers while having unique acceleration to recover 
when beaten. No one closes more ground — always taking 
the perfect angle — than Gray. He is cat-quick, plays the 
ball extremely well and knows when to turn out of his 
back-pedal. Clifford Hicks can match Gray's speed, but he 
missed most of his rookie season. He’s fine in man cover- 
age but doesn't know the intricacies of the Rams’ zone. 
With Irvin uncertain, Hicks may be forced into the lineup. 
He's a good hitter, but a fragile one. 

The Rams are loaded with experienced safeties. Johnnie 
Johnson’ knows the game and where to be. Johnsorf‘is a 
natural center fielder, and has better range than speed. 
Very physical for his size (6-1, 180), he has good hand-eye 
coordination and can still bump-and-run from his corner- 
back days. Nolan Cromwell planned to return for a 12th 
season and will primarily bring savvy to the lineup. His 
skills have eroded considerably, but he can still pinch-hit 
or help out in nickel coverages. 

Vince Newsome, the starting strong safety, is best when 
positioned near the line of scrimmage where he can force 
the run and jam tight ends. Newsome can blitz but doesn't 
change direction well. He’s a ballhawk, always perched to 
make the big hit, but didn't play well last season and has 
some proving to do. 

Reserve Michael Stewart, a second-year player, is a 
Newsome clone. He's great coming forward, and has fine 
lateral speed. His backpedal is choppy and when turning 
upfield, loses a step or two. He’s bright but still learning. 
Mickey Sutton, the nickel back, plays a sound cornerback, 
but lacks the athletic ability to dominate. At 5-8, 165, 
Sutton is a target when 6-3 receivers enter the game. 
Sutton has a short stride, which costs him on deép slants 


And. Dost Dati: GRADE (max. 10): 7.0 


SPECIAL TEAMS The Rams used to rank in 
the top five in most special teams categories, but last year 
they finished 23rd (nonstrike) in punt returns, 19th in 
kickoff coverage and 13th in punt coverage. Instead, the 
Rams concentrated on blocking punts, and were success- 
ful: four blocks, three returned for touchdowns. 

Dale Hatcher had the NFL's second-best net average 
(35.6). He can kick out of trouble, and generally has 4.8 
hang time. John Robinson has never been a field-goal 
coach, but Mike Lansford delivers (17 of 21) when asked. 
Lansford is a clutch kicker who's learned to place his 
kickoffs despite a lack of consistent depth. Ron Brown, 
one of the game’s most-feared kick returners, has retired 
and the Rams will be hard-pressed to replace him. One 
focus this summer will be to improve Henry Ellard’s punt 
return chances. Last year, he slipped to a 7.1 average. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 


COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION | John Robinson lost some of 


his players’ trust last season with the invention of the List 


of 13, purportedly 13 players who were prepared to cross 
the picket line. None were and it caused dissension. Now, 
with the offense firmly in Ernie Zampese’s hands, Robin- 
son may be bucking his own philosophy of run first, pass 
later. Known as a'master motivator, Robinson faces his 
toughest test since inheriting a 2-7 team in 1983. 

John Shaw, the club's vice-president of finance, has 
assumed the operating role of a general manager. A mas- 
terful contract negotiator, Shaw makes sure owner Geor- 
gia Frontiere enjoys a Park Avenue lifestyle by keeping a 
lid on salaries. He still knows more about stock options 
than football talent, forming opinions by listening to NFL 
people he trusts. Giants GM George Youngis one of them. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 . 


DRAFT with five choices in the top 47, the Rams 
selected what appeared to bea Pac-10 track team. The best 
40-yard times for the first four choices were: 4.29, 4.39, 
4.41 and 4.43. The other good news was that the Rams 
went for safe, productive players from major programs, 
not the Division II unknowns they selected in 1986-87. 

Although Gaston Green's durability has been ques- 
tioned, UCLA’s all-time leading rusher has home-run abil- 
ity. He will be given every opportunity to make a major 
impact this season. Suddenly the fastest back on the team, 
Green will likely be used in a two-back alignment with 
White. Green has excellent feet and balance and a spectac- 
ular open-field burst, but will need to beef up his 188- 
pound frame to last in the pros. 

Receivers Aaron Cox and Willie “Flipper” Anderson 
figure to be in the opening day lineup, while safety 
Anthony Newman could compete for a starting job. 


1888 DRAFT round number (pick in.round; overall sequence): 1.14.14) 
GASTON GREEN. RB. UCLA; I. (21.20) AARON COX. WR. Arizona State: 2. 
(8.35) ANTHONY NEWMAN, DB, Oregon: 2. (19.46) WILLIE ANDERSON, 
WR. UCLA; 2. (20.47) FRED STRICKLAND. LB. Purduc: 3. (28.82) MIKE 
PIEL, DT, Mlinois; 5. (8.117) ROBERT DELPINO, RB, Missouri; 5. (28,137) 
JAMES WASHINGTON, DB, UCLA: 6. (10.147) KEITH JONES, RB, Nebras- 
ka; 6. (28.165) JEFF KNAPTON, DT, Wyoming; 8. (8.201) DARRYL FRANK- 
LIN. WR, Washington; 9, (10.231) PAT FOSTER, DT. Montana: 10. (9.258) R.C. 
MULLIN, OT, Southwestern Louisiana; 12. (28.333) JEFF BEATHARD. WR, 
Southern Oregon Suc. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


VETERANS ROSTER 
BIRTH. 


NO. NAME | WT. OATE — COLLERE 
Baty, 6. 241 + 8/28/64 Stantord 
Brown. R. 240 9/21/65 San Diego St. 
Collins, J. 6/11/58 Syracuse 
Cox. R. 12/30/63 UCLA 
Cromwell, N. 1/30/55 Kansas 

Dils. S. 12/8/55 Stantord 
Ekern. C. 5/27/54 San Jose St. 
Blard, H. 7/21/61 Fresno St. 
Evans. D. 3/14/64 Win.-Salem St. 
Everett, J. 1/3/63 Purdue 
Francis, J. 6/21/64 Boise St. ’ 
Gray. J. 12/2/62 Texas 
Greene, K. 7/31/62 Auburn 
Guman, M. 4/21/58 Penn St. 
Harrah, 0. 3/9/53 = Miami (Fla.) 
Hatcher. 0. 4/5/63 Clemson 
Heimuli, L. 6/24/65 Brigham Yourg 
Hicks, C. 8/18/64 Oregon 
House, K. 12/20/57 S. \llinois 
Irvin, L. 9/15/57 Kansas 
Jeter. G. 1/24/55 USC 
Johnson,-0. 3/2/62 Cat Poly SLO 
Kelm. Larry 11/29/64 Texas A&M 
Lansford, M. 7/20/58 Washington 
Love, D. 6/24/63 UCLA 
McDonatd. M. 6/22/58 USC 
Meisner, G. 41/23/59 Pittsburgh 
Millen, H. 11/22/63 Washington 
Milter, S. 3/14/61 Utah St. 
Newberry. T. 12/20/62 Wis.-LaCrosse 
Owens. M. 12/7/58 Michigan 
Pankey. |. 2/15/58 Penn St. ' 
Reed, D. 7/16/60 San Diego St. 
Schad. M. 10/2/63 Queen's (Can.) 
Slater. J. 5/27/54 Jackson St. 
Slaton. T. 4112/61 USC 

Smith, D. 11/25/56 Bowling Green 
Stewart, M. 7/12/65 Fresno St. 
Stokes, F. 3/14/64 Geo. Southern 
Sutton, M. 8/28/60 Montana 
Tyrrell, T. 2/19/61 NV. tllinois 
Vann, N. 2/18/62 E. Carolina 
Wattelet, F. 10/25/58 Kansas 
White, C. 1/22/58 USC 
Wilcher. M. 3/20/60 N. Carolina 
Wright. A. 2/5/61 Jacksonville 
Young, M. 2/2/62 UCLA 
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ATLANTA 


FALCONS _ 


HEAD COACH: MARION CAMPBELL 


STADIUM: ATLANTA-FULTON COUNTY (59,601) 


1987 RECORD: 3-12 


Sometime in the next decade the Falcons will move 
their nest into something called the Georgia Dome, which 
is probably a good thing because Atlanta-Fulton County 
Stadium can only take so much (the Braves play there, 
too) before it rots and comes crashing down. At least most 
of the seats were spared last year as the Falcons crumbled 
to 2-10 (nonstrike). Only 15,909 fans dared watch the 
Week 12 loss to St. Louis, and 13,906 paper-bag-clad 
thrillseekers showed up for the season finale against 
Detroit. 

Until the new dome is ready, the Falcons will try to 
improve on some other hideous numbers, like 28th in the 
league in scoring, total offense, first downs, rushing yards, 
and time of possession. Like 28th in the league in points 
allowed, total defense, rushing yards allowed, sacks and 
first downs surrendered. 

Head coach Marion Campbell, who has never had a 
winning season in seven years as a head man, will try to 
improve upon his 26-60-1 coaching record. A supposed 
defensive specialist, Campbell has surrounded himself 
with a talented staff, including offensive coordinator Rod 
Dowhower, offensive line coach Jim Hanifan, receivers 
coach Jimmy Raye and secondary coach Fred Bruney. 
Still, with a paucity of proven talent and a tough schedule 
that includes four teams from the AFC West, plus the 
Rams, 49ers and Saints twice each, it’s difficult to imagine 
the Falcons finishing anywhere but last, as they have for 
four of the past five years. 


WIDE RECEIVERS/ 


TIGHT END This is a limited cast of Smurfs 
and slow-footed H-backs. Floyd Dixon (5-9, 170) 
has the most talent and had a team-high 600 
receiving yards on 35 catches in 87. Dixon, 
the NFC’s leading rookie pass-catcher in 
1986, plays the sidelines well and is a 
good leaper. Although better from the 
inside out, he doesn’t shy away from the 
middle, and he’s trouble for tacklers 
after the catch. With both Charlie 
Brown and White Shoes Johnson 
out of the picture, Dixon is definitely 
the main man here. 

On the opposite side is seven-year 
vet Stacey Bailey, who sat out much of 
last season with a shoulder injury. 
An exact route runner, Bailey no longer has 
the speed to beat anyone deep and won't 
make a catch ina crowd. He’s also inef- 
fective against physical, jamming 
cornerbacks. To start, hell have to 
beat out little Aubrey Matthews 
(5-7, 165), a USFL refugee 
who started six games while 
Bailey was injured and re- 
sponded with 32 catches 
for 537 yards. Not a 
burner, Matthews 


Chris Miller 
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can weave and dart under zone coverages, relying on good 
fakes and stop-and-go moves to get open. He’s excellent at 
circling back to the ball, and he'll take a hit. The other 
backup is speedster Joey Jones, who spent the entire 
season on injured reserve. 

At tight end, Ken Whisenhunt takes over for Arthur 
Cox, who was released after five years as the starter. A 
gritty overachiever, Whisenhunt is a better blocker than 
receiver. A college walkon at Georgia Tech and a 12th 
rounder in the 85 draft, he has made a career off of hard 
work and hustle, which have atoned for his dubious speed 
and limited skills. Blocking specialist Ron Middleton (one 
catch for one yard in 87) figures strongly now that Cox is 


out of the picture. GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Despite its expe- 


rience (six players have been in the league four or more 
years), this unit has been inconsistent. It was chiefly 
responsible for a league-high 32:35 average possession 
mark in 1986, but there was no such dominance last 
season. 
Right guard Bill Fralic still dominates, however. Twice 
a Pro Bowler, Fralic may be the league’s finest drive 
blocker. He can move any defender witn his leg drive and 
awesome upper-body strength. Fralic still needs 
some work on pass-blocking technique — he 
doesn't latch on as quickly as he should. He 
\is an excellent pulling guard, especially to 
<. his right, and he’s a heady, dedicated 
player. Fralic could be the game’s next 
John Hannah. 
What the Falcons need, however, is a 
J steady year from left tackle Mike Kenn, a 
five-time Pro Bowler, and an injury- 
free season by 300-pounder Brett 
Miller at right tackle. Kenn, 32, isa 
talent who gets by on finesse, 
experience and his renowned 
quick feet. He now has problems 
4 _ with quicker, younger pass rush- 
1 ers because he’s slow to set up 
and overprotects the inside. Kenn 
has never been a dominant run 
? blocker, although his initial grab 
tends to be a good one if the offi- 
cial isn’t looking. Miller is the miss- 
ing link. When 100 percent, Miller 
has the strength to cave in the right 
side, clearing the way for any run- 
ning game. At 6-7, Miller has the 
reach, coupled with average footwork, 
to handle smaller defensive ends. He 
wins most straight-ahead wars, but 
doesn’t move very well and can get caught 
off-balance. 
Leonard Mitchell, another giant, started 12 
games last season at tackle, but the Falcons 
would rather use him as a spot starter. Mitchell 
tires easily and is slow at getting out and attacking 
his man. A good straight-ahead blocker, Mitchell is top 
heavy and can be easily swung out of position. John Scully 
is tall (6-7) for a guard — he starts alongside Kenn — but 
he has a low center of gravity. Scully is more of a plugger, 
trying to get by on tricks and slick moves. He needs to play 
low or he’s easy prey for quicker defenders. In goal-line 
situations, Scuily has difficulty getting down, loses lever- 
age and doesn't have the super-powerful leg drive to 
compensate, 
Center Wayne Radloff uses his 275 pounds well when 


» hea = 


ey 


dropping to pass protect, but he’s too slow to make the 
cat-quick moves needed to fire out on linebackers. In close 
quarters, Radloff is adequate but he’s a liability when 
asked to pull and he doesn’t have the tenacity of a Jeff Van 
Note. 

This should be backup guard Jeff Kiewel’s make-or- 
break season. Kiewel has been slowed by major knee 
surgery. He needs to improve his flexibility; he’s slow to 
react. Billy Hinson, who spent last year on IR, will contest 
a backup role and may challenge if he turns some fat to 


miustle, GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
QUARTERBACK The job belongs to Chris 


Miller, the No. 1 pick from Oregon in 1987. Forced into 
action at the end of last season, Miller finished with a 26.4 
QB rating the result of a 9-1 interception/TD ratio. ‘If 
anything, Miller has been used to adversity (Oregon never 
gave him much support) and coaches praise his resilience. 
Known as a drop-back, pocket passer, Miller can also 
throw on the run. To his credit, he scrambles only when 
necessary. Miller has a strong arm, but needs work on his 
touch. Of course, the pressure on Miller is considerable 
since he’s still learning defenses and doesn’t have a talented 
cast to salvage his mistakes. Miller has a quick release, is 
an accurate intermediate passer and has the style of a 
young Joe Montana. A tough kid, he should develop into 
a firm leader. 

If Miller buckles under the pressure while learning on 
the job, the Falcons will turn to Scott Campbell, who 
started 10 games last year and passed for 1,728 yards. 
Campbell is a technically fine quarterback, but he’s stuck 
with an average arm and unwillingness to throw anything 
other than too-safe routes. His release point is too low and 
his deep ball has no zip. If Campbell didn’t have a job in 
Atlanta, he’d probably be out of football. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.0 
RUNNING BACKS. There is only one: Gerald 


Riggs, the league’s classic one-back. Riggs (6-1, 232) is 
powerful between the tackles, and has gained more yards 
(5,407) than all but Eric Dickerson over the last four years. 
You can't arm tackle him. Rarely does Riggs venture 
outside, although he does have a burst when needed. A 
straight-ahead runner with only a fair stiff-arm, Riggs has 
powerful thighs and is difficult to knock off his feet. He 
rolls-his hips a la Jim Brown, and lowers his shoulder likea 
260-pounder. With only average hands, Riggs doesn’t 
catch over the middle and he isn’t fond of turning his back 
on defenders. However, he has averaged 220 yards worth 
of swing passes over the last four years. Rumored headed 
to the Redskins all spring, Riggs can move the pile and is 
dominant when his line is motivated. 

Kenny Flowers, the second choice last year, has 4.4 
speed and could be an explosive pass receiver. Flowers isa 
slashing type runner who changes directions well and 
shows good body lean. Used as a fullback some at Clem- 
son, Flowers is a decent blocker and gives the Falcons 
options for a two-back set. 

John Settle, a second-year fireplug from Appalachian, 
has decent hands and knows only onestyle: straight ahead. 
Although a hard worker, he lacks moves and experience. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.5 
DEFENSIVE LINE Campbell is committed to 


the 3-4 scheme with occasional use of four linemen in 
passing situations. Last year, injuries knocked NT Tony 
Casillas and RE Rick Bryan out for a month each, other- 
wise there were no excuses. Along with Mike Gann the 
three have the breeding (Oklahoma, Notre Dame and 
Oklahoma) but managed only five sacks last season. 
Bryan, 6-4, 265, tends to be the most active lineman. He 
is quick and highly competitive, but can be overpowered 
by larger blockers. Bryan knows the game, is rarely out of 
position, uses his hands well and holds his ground, but 
doesn’t have the speed for the constant chase. The left end, 


Gerald Riggs 


Gann, is a little stronger (277) and a little better athlete 
than Bryan. Strictly a pass rusher at Notre Dame, Gann 
has learned to hold and look before charging. Gann has 
good leg drive and enough leverage to overcome most 
blockers, but has difficulty escaping once a blocker 
extends his arms. With only average mobility, Gann can’t 
recover once beaten. 

Despite being a former No. | pick, Casillas has yet to 
develop into a dominant nose tackle. A bulldozer at Okla- 
homa, Casillas hasn’t learned how to escape the double- 
team. A load straight ahead, Casillas struggles when he 
must change direction or when he realizes the play is going 
away from him. Casillas would benefit from more stunting 
along the line, anything that would help his lateral move- 
ment or create a mismatch for him. Casillas becomes 
frustrated when being handled or when the game gets out 
of reach. He needs to work on his agility, especially when 
trying to avoid the chop-blocks. Still, he’s a tough and 
talented player who has great potential. 

Greg Brown, an eight-year veteran, has been used 
strictly as a pass-rusher. He has 60 career sacks. Brown has 
slowed some, but he knows Campbell’s system and should 
be more effective this year than last season. Brown can 
apply a strong inside rush, but remains a one-dimensional 
player. Reserve Mark Mraz simply is void of technique 
and will struggle to remain on the roster. 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 
LINEBACKERS. Nine different Falcons got the 


starting linebackers call last year, but it made little differ- 
ence. Injuries or not, 3-4 or 4-3 set, it didn’t matter. The 
group combined for just three quarterback sacks (eight in 
two years), failed to intercept a single pass and forced but 
one fumble for the season. We're not talking big play here, 
we're talking big trouble. Pegged as a pass-rusher, Tim 
Green was only effective in replacement games. His sub- 
marining technique and subpar hands were worthless 
against larger blockers. He does move well, however, loves 
to mix it up and could be a huge producer at his natural 
inside spot where he would have more room to maneuver. 

If Green does go inside (depending how Aundray Bruce 
is used), outside backer Joel Williams, entering his I]th 
season, could be used extensively on the weak side, where 


his speed and coverage skills would be better suited. Wil- 
liams could turn into a specialist if Jessie Tuggle continues 
his rapid improvement. Tuggle has a DB’s quickness and 
unfortunately a DB’s height (5-9). Tuggle has strong 
hands, is good enough to slip blocks and can handle beefy 
tight ends. A rangy hitter, Tuggle, platooning with Wil- 
liams, could give the Falcons a complete outside backer. 
John “Relentless” Rade led the Falcons in tackles from 
his inside spot, averaging over | 1 a game. Rade’s strengths 
are his powerful legs and upper body. He held his ground 
better last season and was strong enough to combat cen- 
ters. He’s still better in pursuit or sliding to the off-tackle 
action than taking plays head-on. Joe Costello replaced 
Buddy Curry asa starter last year and showed more range 
than the 30-year-old Curry. Costello, who has a nice pass 
drop, doesn't slip blocks very well and is only fair laterally. 
He can be fooled, often misreading pulling plays. The 
knowledge Costello lacks, Curry has in abundance. But 
the former star of this unit has never adjusted well to the 
3-4 scheme. Curry has journeyman skills now, and is 
regularly taken out by run blockers. His lack of strength 
and feeble pass drops are getting the best of this aging, 
one-time outstanding veteran. 
LATE NOTE: Curry has retired. 
GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 


DEFENSIVE BACKS. tn recent years, this 
unit has seemingly had everyone limping with a broken 
leg. The loss of free safety Bret Clark in last year’s season 
opener (yes, a broken leg) deprived the cornerbacks of any 
savvy or deep help. 

Left cornerback Bobby Butler, the best coverage man, 
had an ‘off year. A 175-pounder, Butler can’t force the 
run, although he doesn’t shy away from contact. When 
motivated, Butler can be a fine bump-and-run specialist. 
He was beaten deep last year and there’s a concern he may 
be losing his legs and fluid backpedal after eight seasons. 

Still, the Falcons need Butler to have an exceptional 
year because right cornerback Scott Case has safety, not 
cornerback, reactions. Case is a liability in man coverage. 
He can jam and pursue but lacks recovery speed when 
beaten off the line. Case does do his filmwork, relying 
more on his knowledge and instincts. A tough competitor 
with the dedication of a hound dog, Case doesn’t have the 
athletic ability to create the big play. 

Strong safety Robert Moore led the secondary with 93 
tackles last season. Like most of the starters, Moore is 
under 6-feet tall, a definite liability when covering taller, 
broader tight ends. One of the best-conditioned Falcons, 
Moore can lower the hammer on fullbacks. He has poor 
backpedal technique, mediocre dropsteps and fails, at 
times, to draw a good angle on receivers. Moore has a 
tendency to fall for quarterbacks’ ball-pump fakes, a sure 
sign of tunnel vision. Tim Gordon was forced into Clark’s 
free safety spot and played like a free agent. Gordon has 
good speed, but played with too much cushion and 
allowed too much underneath. Pretty much an arm 
tackler, Gordon was best when the play was in front of 
him. Gordon isa natural athlete and could improve witha 
full summer of training camp. 

David Croudip, the nickel back, remains one of the 
game’s strongest 5-foot-8 performers. Croudip, an excel- 
lent special teams player, has worked hard on his footwork 
and turn-and-cover moves. He has a nose for the ball and 
rarely is out of position. Of course, the lone drawback is 
his size and limitations trying to outfight bigger receivers 


for the ball. 
GRADE (max. 10): 4.0 


SPECIAL TEAMS First, the good news. Punter 
Rick Donnelly led the NFL with a 44.0 average, Sylvester 
Stamps led the league in kickoff-return average (27.5), and 
kicker Mick Luckhurst was 9-for-13 FGs with two 50- 
yarders, and has made 134 straight PATs. The bad news? 
The Falcons were 23rd in kickoff coverage and 24th in 
punt coverage, and only nine of Donnelly’s 61 punts ended 
up inside the 20. 

Stamps (5-7, 171) has a quick burst of speed and wastes 
little time dancing around with the ball. With White Shoes 
in Indianapolis, the punt returning job is wide open. 
Stamps and sticky-fingered receiver Aubrey Matthews are 
the likely candidates. Despite a 70 percent career success 
rate on field goals, Luckhurst is a liability on kickoffs with 
his low trajectory and poor distance. Donnelly also hurts 
the team on occasion with line-drive punts and poor place- 
ment. New assistant Foge Fazio was hired to give the 
special teams a kick in the right direction. 


GRADE (max. 10): 5.5 


COACHING/ 
ORGANIZATION Owner Rankin Smith, Sr. 


has professed confidence in the Swamp Fox, but man- 


agement’s track record suggests that Marion Campbell 
will have difficulty surviving the season. Of course, Vince 
Lombardi would have had trouble bringing this team in 
8-8. Campbell suffers from an offensive identity crisis, and 
needs Rod Dowhower to make bold, almost-head-coach- 
like decisions with the offense. Many believe Campbell, 
59, is better suited as strictly a defensive coordinator. This 
could be his last chance as a head man. 

There have been some noticeable changes in the front 
office. Club President Rankin Smith, Jr. has had his 
decision-making power reduced while the addition of ex- 
Raider scout Ken Herock has stabilized the personnel 
department. In a sense, Hefock functions like a general 
manager with Vice-President Jim Hay negotiating the 
contracts. How Herock drafts over the next couple of 
years will go a long way towards deciding the fate of the 


franchise. GRADE (max. 10): 4.5 


DRAFT The Falcons first four picks are all potential 
starters. No. | Aundray Bruce will be asked to parallel 
Cornelius Bennett’s dominance last season in Buffalo. At 
6-5, 242 and 4.5 speed, Bruce can both radar receivers 
and take aim at quarterbacks. The Falcons figure to flop 
him to maximize his athletic abilities. Many scouts figure 
Bruce will benefit from the more specialized pro game. 

Marcus Cotton can't play above 225 pounds and most 
likely will be used as a weak-side pass rusher. Alex Higdon 
was the draft’s second-best tight end behind Oklahoma’s 
Keith Jackson. Charles Dimry had an injury-filled career 
at Nevada-Las Vegas but he’s faster and quicker than any 
current Atlanta cornerback. The lone negative against 
Dimry is his unwillingness to force the run. Stan Clayton 
could be a major surprise at offensive tackle. 


1988 DRAFT round number (pick in round; overall sequence): |. (!.!) 
AUNDRAY BRUCE, LB, Auburn: 2. (1.28) MARCUS COTTON, LB. Southern 
California: 3. (1.56) ALEX HIGDON, TE. Ohio State: 5. (1.110) CHARLES 
DIMRY. DB, Nevada (Las Vegas): 6. (1.138) GEORGE THOMAS, WR, Nevada 
(Las Vegas); 6. (3.140) HOUSTON HOOVER, OG, Jackson State; 7. (1,166) 
MICHAEL HAYNES. WR. Northern Anzona; 8. (1,194) PHILLIP BROWN. 
LB. Alabama; 9. (1.222) JAMES PRIMUS, RB, UCLA: 10. (1.250) STANLEY 
CLAYTON. OT. Penn State: 11, (1,278) JAMES MILLING. WR, Maryland; 12 
(1,306) CARTER WILEY. DB, Virginia Tech, 


GRADE (max. 10): 6.0 


T.Q.53.5 


VETERANS ROSTER .; 
BIATH- 
. NAME : . WT. DATE COLLEGE 

Bailey. S - 157 2/10/60 San Jose St 
Bohm. R -3 253 «9/3/64 Illinois 
Brown, G -5 265 1/5/57 Kansas Stale 
Bryan. R 265 3/20/62 Oklahoma 
Buller. B “11 175 5/28/59 Florida St 
Campbell, S -0 195 4/15/62 Purdue 
Case, S. -0 178 5/17/62 Oklahoma 
Casillas, T. “3 280 10/26/63 Oklahoma 
Clark, B 198 2/24/61 Nebraska 
Costello, J -3 244 6/1/60 CentralCT St. * 
Croudip. D. “8 183 1/25/59 San Diego St 
Curry, B 228 6/4/58 N. Carolina 
Dixon. F : 170 4/9/64 Stephen F. Austin 
Donnelly. R 5/17/62 Wyoming 
Dukes. J 6/14/64 Florida St 
Emery. L 7/13/64 Wisconsin 
Everett, M - 1/4/60 Mississippi College 
Flowers. K 3/14/64 Clemson 
Fralic. B 10/31/62 Pittsburgh 
Gann. M - 10/19/63 Notre Dame 
Gordon. T : o 5/7/65 Tulsa 
Green, T 12/16/63 Syracuse 
Hinson, B. - 1/8/63 Florida 


= 
so 


Huff, C - 2/24/63 Presbyterian 


Jackson. L 8/10/64 Presbyterian 
Jones, J 10/29/62 Alabama 

Kenn, M - 2/9/56 Michigan 
Kiewel, J 9/27/60 Arizona 

Kramer, E 11/6/64 North Carolina St 
Kraynak, R 1/20/61 Pittsburgh 
Luckhurst, M 3/31/58 California 
Matthews. A 9/15/62 Delta St 
Middleton, R. 7/17/65 Auburn 

Miller. B y 10/2/58 lowa 

Miller. C - 8/9/65 Oregon 

Mitchell. L 10/12/58 Houston 

Moore, R 8/15/64 Northwestern St 
Mraz. M 2/9/65 Utah State 
Rade, J - 8/31/60 Boise St 
Radloff. W. 5/17/61 Georgia 

Reid. M 6/25/64 Wisconsin 
Riggs, G. 11/6/60 Arizona St 
Scully, J : 8/2/58 Notre Dame 
Settle, J ! 6/2/65 Appalachian 
Shelley. E 12/24/64 Arkansas St 
Stamps, S. - 2/24/61 Jackson St 
Strauthers.T. OT/DE 4/6/61 Jackson St 
Tuggle. J LB - 2/14/65 Valdosta St. 
Whisenhunt. K. TE 2/28/62 Georgia Tech 
Williams, J LB 12/13/56 Wiscon,/LaCrosse 1 
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ARMY RESERVE PRESENTS: 


There’s at least one obvious aspect of college 
football in the late 80s: It has a marvelous sense 
of continuity. 
In 1984, BYU finished the season ranked 
No. |, although a lot of people thought 
Oklahoma deserved the rank prior to the 
bowl! games. The Sooners’ Orange Bowl 
loss to Washington silenced the “Who’s in 
first” debate. In 85, Oklahoma rebounded 
to go II-1 and beat Penn State in the 
Orange Bowl! for the national title. A year 
later, it was Penn State reviving itself from that 
defeat to go unbeaten and nail Miami in the Fiesta 
Bowl for No. 1, And it was Miami's turn in 1987. The 
Hurricanes overcame the bitter loss to Penn State, 
ended the regular season No. 2, then once again ham- 
mered their patsy, Oklahoma, in the Orange Bowl to win 
the title. 

To follow this logic, one might automatically tab OU as 
the heir to the throne in 1988. But wait. Miami's toughest 
foe in 87 wasn’t Oklahoma — it was Florida State, a team 
Miami beat by one point in September. Given the decision 
by Seminoles’ coach Bobby Bowden to play for a win 
instead of a tie, he was as integral to Miami's national title 
as Jimmy Johnson or Steve Walsh. 

Florida State starts 88 as our No. | pick ina field of 
two. The Seminoles and Nebraska have a clear edge on the 
rest of the nation’s top teams and, if they can endure tough 
September schedules, it’s likely they'll meet ina rematch of 

January's Fiesta Bowl, a three-point Florida State win 
and the most exciting of all the bow! games. 

If they don’t, then 88 could duplicate 1981, When 
Clemson parlayed a good team and an easy schedule 

to finish No. I. And if Clemson falters, it could be 
one of the wildest, most unpredictable seasons 
ever. Once one gets past the Seminoles and Corn- 
huskers, there are at least a dozen good teams 
with compelling reasons to look into the camera 
and shout, “We're number one!” 
That said, here’s our preseason Top 20 for 1988: 


1. FLORIDA STATE SEMINOLES 


Location: Tallahassee, FL 1987: 11-1 

1987 Ranking: 2 AP; 2 UP! Coach: Bobby Bowden 

Bowden loses two great players in QB Danny McManus 
and LB Paul McGowan, but the nucleus remaining is 
superb. At least four players — RB Sammie Smith, DB 
Deion Sanders, OT Pat Tomberlin, NG Odell Haggins 
—are candidates for post-season awards, new QB Chip 
Ferguson has thrown for more than 2,000 yards in his 
career as a sub/ starter, and the depth is exceptional. Flor- 
ida State’s biggest problem is a brutal September schedule 
that includes Miami, Clemson and Michigan State. After 
that, only South Carolina, Florida and a bow! date stand 
in their way. 


2. NEBRASKA CORNHUSKERS 


Location: Lincoln, NB 1987: 10-2 
1987 Ranking: 6 AP; 6 UPI Coach: Tom Osborne 


Picking Nebraska to win a national title is risky business 
Florida State's Sammie Smith since Tom Osborne has yet to find a way to close strong. 


His teams in Lincoln have lost one of their last two gaines 
(including bowls) in 13 of his 15 years, and those two 
exceptions featured regular season finales against Hawaii. 
Still, Nebraska's a contender. QB Steve Taylor leads an 
offense with an experienced line and a fleet of backs and 
Broderick Thomas a defense that can be oppressive, Like 
FSU, the Cornhuskers have to overcome two tough early 
dates, against UCLA and Texas A&M. 


3. CLEMSON TIGERS 


Location: Clemson, SC 1987: 10-2 

1987 Ranking: 12 AP; 10 UPI Coach: Danny Ford 

The year Clemson won the title, it opened with Wofford 
and closed against a Nebraska team that was without its 
starting quarterback and lounged around the pool on 
game day. Clemson expects those type of breaks, of 
course. The Tigers, assuming they can breeze through a 
weak-looking ACC, only have to worry about Florida 
State and South Carolina. Breaks aside, Danny Ford's 88 
team is very talented, with RBs Terry Allen and Wesley 
McFadden, QB Rodney Williams and CB Donnell 
Woolford. 


4. AUBURN TIGERS 


Location: Auburn, AL 1987: 9-1-2 

1987 Ranking: 7 AP; 7 UPI Coach: Pat Dye 

It'd be fitting to have Auburn tied with someone, wouldn't 
it? Anyway, Pat Dye’s programis so established that talent 
like Bo, Brent, Jeffand Aundray can come and go without 
much dropoff. The defense looks ferocious with Tracy 
Rocker and the schedule has a definite home-grown look: 
Eight of 11 games at home, and a date with Alabama in 
neutral Birmingham. It’s also a well-balanced schedule, 
with no tough streaks. 


5. NOTRE DAME FIGHTING IRISH 


Location: South Bend, IN 1987; 8-4 

1987 Ranking: 17 AP; Unranked UPI Coach: Lou Holtz 

The Irish play seven bowl teams, but also play seven of 11 
games at home. Lou Holtz essentially has his own team 
now and it’s a much faster, better prepared unit than any 
Irish squad in this decade. Mark Green, Ricky Watters 
and Tony Rice give the offense some zip and Ned Bolcar 
leads a stingy, very large defense. If the Irish win and the 
teams ahead of them. lose, the same bandwagon which 
carried Tim Brown to the Heisman could be back this year 
to carry Notre Dame to No. I. 


6. UCLA BRUINS 

Location: Los Angeles, CA 1987: 10-2 

1987 Ranking: 9 AP; 11 UPI Coach: Terry Donahue 

Things have progressed so far under Terry Donahue's 
stewardship that last year’s 10-2 season was something of a 
disappointment. The returnees from 87, then, have some- 
thing to shoot for in ‘88, and they include the best quarter- 
back, Troy Aikman, and the fastest linebacker, Carnell 
Lake, in the game. TB Eric Ball has a Rose Bowl MVP 
trophy at home and the Bruins cnough depth to carry 
them past,everyone on their schedule — seven of II at 
home — save Nebraska. 


7. TEXAS A&M AGGIES 

Location: College Station, TX 1987: 10-2 

1987 Ranking: 10 AP; 9 UPI Coach: Jackie Sherrill 

All the Aggies did in a “rebuilding season” a year ago was 
win the Southwest Conference and wallop Notre Dame in 
the Cotton Bowl. There’s a nucleus on both sides that 
looks absolutely nuclear — QB Bucky Richardson, RB 
Darren Lewis, WR Rod Harris on offense, and the best set 
of LBs in the nation on defense, led by John Roper. The 
only thing toxic is the nonconference schedule, which 
forces the Aggies to play Nebraska, LSU, Alabama and 
Oklahoma State. 


8. OKLAHOMA SOONERS 

Location: Norman, OK 1987: 11-1 

1987 Ranking: 3 AP; 3 UPI Coach: Barry Switzer 

The operative stats in Norman are 33 of 36 and ten 
months. The first reflects the number of wins OU has in its 
last 36 tries, with all three losses to Miami. The ten months 
reflects the amount of hoped-for time between games for 
Jamelle Holieway, The wishbone QB turned his knee into 
spaghetti last year and it won't be until fall drills before 
anyone knows if he can come back. Charlie Thompson is 
adequate but has liabilities (he can’t pass). This is also one 
of Barry Switzer’s youngest teams, too, and the schedule 
tosses North Carolina, USC, Arizona and Texas at the 
Sooners in the first five weeks. 


9. USC TROJANS 


Location: Los Angeles, CA 1887:8-4 , 

1987 Ranking: 18 AP; 17 UPI Coach: Larry Smith 

Larry Smith did nicely in his first season and has restored 
some pride into the Trojan program. He returns a strong 
core of starters for year two, led by QB Rodney Peete on 
offense and the best pair of safeties in the land, Mark 
Carrier and Cleveland Colter, on defense. Holes along the 
OL andat LB keep one from getting too excited, especially 
since Boston College, Oklahoma and Notre Dame are on 
the schedule and five of eight Pac-10 games are on the 
road. 


10. MIAMI HURRICANES 

Location: Miami, FL 1987: 12-0 

1887 Ranking: 1 AP; 1 UPI Coach: Jimmy Johnson 

Last year, the question was whether Steve Walsh was 
capable of extending the line of great ‘Canes QBs. The 
answer: he didn't need to be great, what with the 
assembled talent around him. This year, it’s whether 
Walsh is great enough to lead a very young team. The 
answer, again, may be that he doesn’t need to be great. 
Johnson recruits well (modest admission guidelines help) 
and there’s enough talent around to keep Miami in the 
January bowl picture, even with six bowl teams on the 
schedule. 


11. IOWA HAWKEYES , 

Location: lowa City, IA 1887: 10-3 

1987 Ranking: 16 AP; 15 UPI Coach: Hayden Fry 

The Hawkeyes took five weeks to recover from their 
heartbreaking loss to Tennessee in the Kickoff Classic last 
August. This year, Hayden Fry's team gets a schedule 
break with an easy non-conference slate and no back-to- 
back toughies, and has key returnees on offense and 
defense — QB Chuck Hartlieb, No. 3 in the nation in 
passing efficiency, TE Marv Cook and NG Dave Haight. 
lowa comes in with six straight wins, too. af 


12. MICHIGAN STATE SPARTANS 
Location: East Lansing, Mi 1987: 9-2-1 

1987 Ranking: 8 AP; 8 UPI Coach: George Perles 

George Perles meant it last year when he said, after his 
team won thé Big Ten title and Rose Bowl, that it was nota 
one-year run. The Spartans return QB Bobby McAllister, 
WR Andre Rison, OT Tony Mandarich and enough big 
players on defense to keep them in the Top 20 and Big Ten 
title race. They're every bit as good as lowa, in fact, but 
lack the blessing of a congenial schedule. Over four 
straight weeks, the Spartans must face Notre Dame, Flor- 
ida State, lowa and Michigan. Ouch! 


13. TEXAS LONGHORNS 

Location: Austin, TX 1987: 7-5 

1987 Ranking: Unranked AP; 19 UPI Coach: David McWilliams 
David McWilliams’ rescue of Longhorn fortunes seems 
complete. His record last year wasn't anything special, but 
he did what Fred Akers did infrequently — win a bowl 
game (Akers was 2-7). He also has Texas primed for a 
return to greatness with some old UT basics — tough 
defense led by LB Britt Hager and a basic running attack 
behind skittish Eric Metcalf. Given the softness of the 
Southwest Conference, the timing of McWilliams’ move 
back to his alma mater was propitious. 


14. GEORGIA BULLDOGS 

Location: Athens, GA 1987: 9-3 

1987 Ranking: 13 AP; 14 UPI Coach: Vince Dooley 

The Bulldogs have been good but rarely good enough in 
the post-Herschel Walker era, leading some along the 
acropolis to wonder if coach Dooley is still focused. The 
88 season should prove he is. Strong recruiting has pro- 
duced a stable of RBs, led by Rodney Hampton, and a 
strong defense that should be better in 88 than it was a 
year ago, even with the loss of LB John Brantley. The 
schedule is also favorable, assuming the “Dogs get past... 


15. TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS 
Location: Knoxville, TN 1987: 10-2-1 

1987 Ranking: 14 AP;13UPI Coach: Johnny Majors 

... The Vols in the season opener. They should, but only 
because Tennessee’s defense won't be as good in Sep- 
tember as it will be later on. There are only two starters 
back among the front seven, but the offense, with QB Jeff 
Francis and RB Reggie Cobb, should be good enough to 


keep things close. After Georgia, Tennessee must face , 


LSU, Auburn and Alabama in its first six games. 


16. BOSTON COLLEGE EAGLES 


Location: Chestnut Hill, MA 1987: 5-6 

1887 Ranking: Unranked Coach: Jack Bicknell 

The Eagles are the first of four teams welcomed back to 
the Top 20 after brief departures. Jack Bicknell’s teams are 
always competitive, but this year's squad looks like one of 
his best, what with a balanced offense of QB Mike Power 
and RB Jim Bell, and a defgnse that has good strength on 
the line. Road games at Penn State, West Virginia and 
Tennessee don't make things easy, but you can count on 
B.C. being in each game and pulling off an upset or two. 


17. W. VIRGINIA MOUNTAINEERS 


Location: Morgantown, WV 1987: 6-6 

1987 Ranking: Unranked Coach: Don Nehien 

The Mountaineers have blossomed on both sides after 
three so-so seasons. QB Major Harris runs the option 
superbly and has eight other starters back on offense, and 
the defense, led by LB Robert Pickett, boasts seven back 
and has that stingy look of Don Nehlen’s better teams 
earlier in this decade. The schedule is nicely balanced too. 


18. ALABAMA CRIMSON TIDE 
Location: Tuscaloosa, AL 1987: 7-5 

1887 Ranking: Unranked Coach: Bill Curry 

Bill Curry’s second year should be better, with LB Derrick 
Thomas a year older, RB Bobby Humphrey launching his 
Heisman bid, and QBs David Smith and Jeff Dunn bene- 
fiting from a new offensive package. ‘Bama couldn't win 
enough big games against the good teams last year but has 
a balanced schedule that should produce a few more 
victories in 88. 


19. BRIGHAM YOUNG COUGARS 
Location: Provo, UT 1987:,9-4 
1987 Ranking: Unranked Coach: LaVell Edwards 
The Cougars won or tied for the WAC title ten straight 
years but have failed the last two. That should be corrected 
in 88, what with QB Sean Covey looking as good as some 
of the other great BYU throwers (Jim McMahon, Steve 
Young), a fleet of WRs available and a secondary capable 
of handling the pass-happy WAC. Texas early and Miami 
late will be the litmus test. 

a 


20. PENN STATE NITTANY LIONS 
Location: University Park, PA 1887: 8-4 

1887 Ranking: 20 AP Coach: Joe Paterno 

The Nittany Lions don't have the awesome team they've 
had in the past, but they can be expected to be a Top 20 
team if RB Blair Thomas returns healthy from his January 
knee surgery. The offense has a great line and the defense is 
stocked as usual, even though Joe Paterno doesn't have a 
Super Linebacker. The fact the East is stronger this year 
also works against Paterno. 


OTHERS 
TO WATCH 


21. Loulsiana State — The toughest schedule 
in the country prohibits a Top 20 ranking for 
Archer and Hodson. 

22. South Carolina — Todd Ellis moves into 
the pro set and has Harold Green behind him. 

23. Indilaha — Bill Mallory has built a nice, 
quality program in Bloomington and returns most 
of his offensive stars. ’ 

24. Arkansas — Ken Hatfield has to prove his 
Hogs can pass the pass test and win some big 
games. ; 

25. Oktahoma State — Maybe the best offen- 
sive team in the Big Eight, but they still have to 
prove they can beat the Big Two. 

26. Syracuse — The Orangemen shouldn't 
fade much from 87, even without Don McPherson. 

27. Michigan — The Wolverines have good 
receivers and a great line, but can Demetrius 
Brown pass? 

28. Air Force — QB Dee Dowis may run the 
wishbone past BYU. 

29. Florida — Emmitt Smith, Louis Oliver and 
a soft September should help the Gators grow into 
beasts. 

30. Ohio State — John Cooper thinks the 
Buckeyes, the most disappointing team of %7, will 
rebound. 


BE ALL YOU CAN BE. ARMY RESERVE 


by Jay Freeman 


PROSPECTUS 


The magnificent 1983 draft produced a bevy of blue 
chip pros (Elway, Marino, Kelly, Dickerson, Warner, 
Covert) and numerous other solid pro players. It may well 
have been the strongest draft in the history of pro football. 
Since that time, it has become an annual ritual for scouts 
to bemoan the relative lack of talent as draft day 
approaches: “spare,” “mediocre” and “no better than ordi- 
nary” are descriptions heard year after year. 

In truth, there have been a few relatively good, if not 
spectacular drafts since 1983, especially if one factors in 
the play of former USFL players (i.e., Reggie White, Gary 
Zimmerman). Still, when scouts speak with such unchar- 
acteristic enthusiasm about the potential for the 1989 
draft, one has a right to expect something special. As one 
NFC personnel director put it, “There may never be 
another draft like 1983, but this one could be close. For 
some losing teams, it should give them a chance to get well 
very quickly.” 

At present, the talent pool appears strongest at wide 
receiver, offensive line and linebacker. But there appears 
to be excellent depth at all positions. 


1. TROY AIKMAN, QB, 6-3, 212, UCLA—After two 
frustrating seasons as a square peg in a round hole at 
Oklahoma, Aikman developed into a fine passer last sea- 
sonand should be even better as a senior. He always had a 
rocket arni and a good release; last season he showed he 
could take something off his fastball, deliver on the break 
and drop the ball over the LBs. While not a classic 
scrambler, Aikman shows good escape ability and a knack 
for sensing pressure. Aikman is a bright kid who seems to 
have a good mental grasp of the passing game, although 
his lack of playing time early in his career slowed his 
progress in reading coverages. 


2. BRODERICK THOMAS, LB, 6-2%, 237, Ne- 
braska—Thomas is a great physical talent and great 
producer, as longas he plays under control. He’s a power- 
fully built man who can use strength or quickness to beat 
blockers when he rushes the passer as a down lineman. 
With his explosive first step and fine speed, he makes plays 
all over the field and can stuff blockers at the point of 
attack. Despite overaggression that takes him out of some 
plays, he’s an impact player. 

3. BLAIR THOMAS, HB, 5-10, 204, Penn St.— 
After a brilliant junior season, Thomas tore up his knee in 
a December practice before the Citrus Bowl. His likeli- 
hood for his senior season is only 50-50. When healthy, 
however, Thomas is a great all-around back with an 
explosive start, very strong leg drive and the speed and 
quickness to run the flanks. He’s already a polished 
receiver and an unusually aggressive and effective blocker. 
4. DEION SANDERS, CB, 5-11%2, 180, Florida 
St.— Considered one of the best pure coverage CBs since 
Mike Haynes, Sanders has the speed, smooth turn and 
explosive burst to blanket pro caliber receivers in man-to- 
man coverage. And he has the strength and toughness to 
play bump-and-run. With his soft hands and jumping 
ability, Sanders is a constant threat to intercept. He’s a 
gambler who relies on his speed and quickness to get 
himself out of trouble. Not a destroyer against the run, he’s 
a reliable wrap-up tackler who doesn’t back down from 
anyone. He’s also a first-rate baseball prospect. 

5. TONY MANDARICH, OT, 6-6, 292, Michigan 
St.—Mandarich was probably the most dominant 
blocker (sorry, Paul Gruber) in the Big Ten last season. He 
is a genuinely huge man with awesome natural strength 
and above-average athletic ability. He’s a great drive 
blocker who rocks defenders back on their heels with his 
initial charge, then sustains his blocks with tenacity and 
technique. Even pro-sized defenders can’t get away from 
him once he spreads out his long arms. At present, he’s a 
rather crude pass blocker. However, with his bulk, wing- 
span and good foot movement his pass-blocking skills 
should develop quickly in the pros. 

6. BOBBY HUMPHREY, HB, 6-0, 190, Alabama— 
Humphrey isa gamebreaker who will probably be the first 
runner selected if Blair Thomas falters. His outstanding 
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straight-ahead speed and cutting ability, acceleration and 
instincts consistently turn short gains into long ones. He’s 
especially effective at bouncing dive plays to the outside 
when the middle is jammed. He’s a solid, if slender, inside 
runner, very quick-starting and able to break tackles with 
his legs. His soft hands make him a dangerous receiver and 
punt and kickoff returner. He’s not a heavy-duty blocker. 
7. TRACY ROCKER, DT/DE, 6-3, 264, Auburn— 
Rocker is coming off major knee surgery and must prove 
this fall his skills haven't declined. At his best, Rocker is a 
superb all-around lineman with excellent work habits and 
the ideal temperament for a down lineman. With his 
quickness and ability to stay low, he constantly disrupts 
blocking schemes by penetrating against the run. He’s very 
strong for his size and shows excellent discipline and 
technique against straight-ahead blocking. Unlike most 
Auburn linemen, he’s a relatively advanced pass rusher 
with some sophisticated moves. 

8. LAWYER TILLMAN, WR, 6-312, 200, Auburn— 
Always a superior athlete, Tillman appears ready to 
mature into a great receiver. With his giant reach, large, 
soft hands, and jumping ability, he frequently over- 
matches DBs. Last season, he learned how to avoid the 
jam at the line of scrimmage. And his long stride on deep 
patterns separates him even from “faster” defenders as he 
bursts to the ball. He still drops an occasional pass but he’s 
quite a load for smaller DBs in the open field. 

9. DERRICK THOMAS, LB, 6-3, 220, Alabama— 
If Thomas isn't the second coming of Cornelius Bennett 
(as once was predicted by Ray Perkins), he is still a fine 
player. He’s a cat-quick penetrator witha great first step, a 
solid tackling style, and exceptional speed and range. He 
usually blitzes on passing downs, but has the athletic 
ability to excel on pass coverage. He needs work on his 
upper body strength: Last year several teams gave him 
problems by keeping the TE on his side and running at him 
play after play. 

10. JOHN FORD, WR, 6-2, 195, Virginia— With his 
size and explosive downfield burst, Ford is always a dan- 
gerous deep threat. Last season, he showed considerable 
progress in reading coverages and running intermediate 
routes. Ford can jump, catch in traffic and block, -but 
hasn't shown a great knack for avoiding the jam, and still 
tends to round off his cuts on precision patterns. Still, he 
has come a long way in a short time. 

11. DAVID WILLIAMS, OT, 6-4, 295, Florida—At 
his best, Williams will remind you of another Florida 
standout, Lomas Brown. Despite his considerable girth, 
Williams is a very fluid, agile blocker with the bulk, arm 
leverage and foot movement to handle both power- and 
speed-type pass rushers. He sets up quickly, uses his hands 
and long arms effectively, and shows the ability to respond 
quickly to a pass rusher’s secondary move. Despite his size 
and a quick initial charge, Brown hasn't yet developed into 
a standout run blocker. He does a good job of seal- and 
position-style blocking, but does too much pushing and 
shoving on the drive block. 


12. DONNELL WOOLFORD, CB, 5-10, 187, 
Clemson—He doesn’t have the physical gifts of Deion 
Sanders, but this short, stocky and very tough prospect 
has more than enough talent to become a good CB at the 
pro level. Not especially smooth in agility drills, he uses his 
jerky sort of quickness and good closing burst to make up 
lost ground. He has short legs, allowing him to make 
compact turns as he breaks with receivers. Woolford can 
play the ball. He’s a hard, accurate tackler who doesn't 
hesitate to stick larger runners on run support. 


13. ERIC METCALF, HB, 5-8, 184, Texas—Eric 
has his father Terry’s quickness and elusiveness, with per- 
haps a bit more straight-ahead speed. He excels at cutting 
back against the grain and shows a great upfield burst once 
he spots a lane on wide plays. He can catch the ball and 
he’s a gamebreaker on punt and kickoff returns. While he 
can’t handle heavy-duty blocking or running, he will be a 
superb offensive threat if paired with a good power FB. 


14. HART LEE DYKES, WR, 6-3%, 210, Oklahoma 
St.—In a college crop less blessed with talent at WR, 


A Sneak Peek at 
the Top 20 Prospects 
in the 1989 Draft 


Dykes would probably rank at the top of the heap. As itis, 
he’s still an outstanding prospect who only needs a bit 
more polish and consistency to develop into a superb pro. 
Dykes is a very physical, aggressive receiver who uses his 
height and strength to good advantage. He’s fearless in 
traffic and has the quick feet and cutting ability to eventu- 
ally run sound, precise patterns. Although his 40 clockings 
are ordinary, he seems to get faster once the ball is in the 
air, especially on deep routes. As a senior, Dykes will have 
to show a bit more discipline in running routes. He has to 
learn to run every route as if he were the primary receiver. 
15. CARNELL LAKE, LB, 6-0, 210, UCLA—Lake is 
built more like a strong safety than a LB. However, he 
runs more like a CB thana LB. Also on the plus side, Lake 
was as productive as any LB in the country last season. 
With his speed and tremendous quickness, Lake consis- 
tently blows past blockers against the run. As a blitzer he 
accelerates too quickly for most college offensive linemen 
to wheel him outside. Of course, he has great range, and 
he’s a punishing hitter. True, his lack of size limits him to 
the weakside, but his assets far outweigh his liabilities. 


16. STEVE WISNIEWSKI, G, 6-3, 264, Penn St.— 
Wisniewski is a natural guard, although he has experience 
at tackle. Without the sheer size of the other top offensive 
line prospects, he’s a superb technician who grades out 
extremely high week after week. He hits with good “pop” 
on the drive block, keeps his shoulders square and his legs 
moving, and usually finishes off his man in convincing 
style. He’s nimble enough to handle quick inside pass 
rushers and excels hitting moving targets on sweeps. 


17. JOHN ROPER, LB, 6-2, 220, Texas A&M— 
Last season Roper emerged as a big-play defender, espe- 
cially as a blitzer. He has a quick first step and the ability to 
accelerate as he closes on the passer. His good speed and 
fluid lateral movement made it very difficult for teams to 
run wide to his side. As a senior, he has to show that he can 
do a better job of handling pressure at the point of attack. 
He also must show scouts that he can drop off as effec- 
tively as he can rush in passing situations. 


18. LOUIS OLIVER, S, 6-2, 220, Florida—His large, 
muscular physique, sub-4.5 clockings and hard-hitting 
style would seem to make Oliver the prototype strong 
safety. He generally does a competent job of coverage, but 
may not be nimble or instinctive enough for pro mian-to- 
man responsibilities. His natural spot could be outside LB, 
but the track record for converting oversized DBs to LB 
isn’t good. Still, given his physical talents and productive 
track record, Oliver should be drafted early. 

19. ANDRE RISON, WR, 5-10'2, 178, Michigan 
St.— Rison is a more productive player and a more stable 
personality than former teammate Mark Ingram, the 
Giants’ No. | choice in 1987. While he doesn’t have the 
blinding speed one looks for in a smaller receiver, Rison 
comes off the line very quickly. He’s particularly danger- 
ous on slants and quick posts because he gets into the 
seams so rapidly. He has solid hands, catches over the 
middle, and breaks his precision routes off sharply. 


20. MIKE ZANDOFSKY, T, 6-22, 295, Washing- 
ton—He’s about 20 Ibs. overweight and stopwatch-slow 
even when in top shape. Despite his flab, he has excellent 
strength and initial explosion as a run blocker, and gener- 
ally sustains well. He’s very light on his feet and has usually 
graded out well as a pass blocker, although his lack of arm 
leverage could be-a problem. Some teams won't risk an 
early selection on a player with a’ weight problem, but 
Zandofsky could become an excellent pro if he learns that 
less can be more. 

OTHERS WITH A SHOT AT BREAKING THE 
BANK: Eric Ball, HB, 6-1, 216, UCLA; Gene Jelks, CB, 
5-10, 180, Alabama; Bob Kratch, OT/G, 6-4, 288, Iowa; 
Walt Reeves, TE, 64, 247, Auburn; Mark Messner, DT, 
6-3, 244, Michigan; Larry Rose, OG, 6-4, 273, Alabama; 
Bill Hawkins, DE, 6-6, 245, Miami (Fla.); Eric Hill, LB, 
6-2, 245, LSU; Anthony Phillips, OG, 6-3, 280, Okla- 
homa; Joe Wolf, OG, 6-6, 284, Boston College; Andy 
Heck, OT/TE, 6-6, 246, Notre Dame; Cleveland Gary, 
HB/ FB, 6-2, 222, Miami (Fla.). 


THE ARMY RESERVE'S Gi BILL 
CAN MAKE YOU A PART-TIME SOLDIER 
AND A FULLTIME STUDENT. 


A part-time job in the Army Reserve is a smart 
way to work your way through college. Because the Army 
Reserve has its own GI Bill, and if you qualify, you can 
receive up to $5,040 for college, while you attend college. 

But the GI Bill isn’t the only valuable thing about 
being an Army Reservist. You'll also be paid for training 
in one of over 300 skills. 

In addition, you'll earn at least $1,870 a year for 
serving two days a month (usually on weekends) at your 
local Army Reserve Center, and attending two weeks of 


Prevetey mag itottelsmvatete Bim Yolen) <cnolelar: cero (ciola (o-loMm Vole) 
may qualify for a program that can help you repay it. 

With the GI Bill to help with tuition, and your 
monthly Army Reserve salary to help with other 
expenses, you could earn over $16,000 for college in one 
enlistment. 

If youd like to know more about taking the Army 
Reserve's GI Bill to college BEALLYOU CAN BE. 


vavegctsin™ ARMY RESERVE 


* EXPANSION 
FRANCHISE — 
—= Sia ; 
q’ > = . : le 


“Se. en 


DESPERATELY SEEKING 
EXPANSION 


Ready, break! New markets and 


old franchise-holders alike 
clamor for the NFL’s next Call. 


By Michael Wilbon 


If the National Football League said yes to everyone, 
pretty soon there wouldn't be a city left without pro 
football. Every town with more than 50 businessmen 
would raise the funds — from public or private sources 
— to construct a stadium, sell the skyboxes, guarantee 
the season ticket sales, and even find an owner to runa 
franchise which in short time would be worth approx- 
imately $100 million and be worth another $60 million 
per year to that community. 

But because the NFL is contemplating expanding its 
28-team league by only two, four at the outside, the race 
is on. Cities that had teams stolen away in the night want 
their stadiums full again; cities that never had teams 
want first shot at proving just how worthy they are of 
NFL membership. Chances are, the expansion con- 
tenders believe, the league’ fee for expansion entry will 
be $50 million to $75 million, and could go even higher. 
Indications are, no city would balk at that figure. Too 
many envelopes and stamps have been licked, too many 
cocktail parties have been thrown for the owners and 
members of the media, too many politicians have 
lobbied and been lobbied, too many hopes have been 
raised to quit now. 

In alphabetical order, Baltimore, Charlotte, N.C., 
Jacksonville, Fla.. Memphis, Oakland, Sacramento, 
San Antonio and St, Louis (did we miss anybody?) are 
interested, in no small way, in getting an NFL franchise 
or replacing one that got away. Baltimore, Oakland and 
St. Louis, all for different reasons, lost teams, they feel 
unfairly. Memphis is the only member of the 1976 
Expansion Final Four (Tampa Bay, Seattle, Phoenix 
and Memphis) which doesnt have a team. Memphis 
and Charlotte are cities trying to convince the NFL that 
they have a unique regional appeal, Jacksonville is 
quick to remind anyone that it is the fastest-growing city 
in the nation’ fastest-growing state. Sacramento and San 
Antonio are said to be two of the nation’ most livable 
cities. 

Every city has statistics from the size of the television 
market to how many people are in a 50-mile radius, 
100-mile radius, or three hours’ drive time. And they all 
have one thing in common: They’re all waiting. Com- 
missioner Pete Rozelle has said time and time again, 
most recently at the league’ winter meetings in Phoenix 
and the spring meetings in Miami, that he is in favor of 
expansion. He believes most of the owners and their 
executives are too, but says that expansion will have to 
wait until a collective bargaining agreement (CBA) 
between management and the players’ union is reached. 

Rozelle said that two years after the new contract is 
signed, hopefully putting the NFL into a period of labor 
stability and peace, two new expansion teams should be 
on the field. Optimists, who figure the NFL Manage- 
ment Council and NFL Players’ Association will settle 
their differences on free agency, pension contribution, 
etc., sometime this year, presume that two new teams 
will be on the field by 1990. 

It’ been a long time since Rozelle and other league 
officials have talked about having four eight-team 
divisions, totaling 32. Such an alignment would neces- 
sitate four expansion teams, perhaps two in 1990 and 
two more in 1992. There even been talk of altering the 
AFC and NFC so that each contains four divisions of 
four teams. Several expansion committee officials say 
owners have indicated to them that the time could be 
right — the talent pool has never been deeper — for four 
new teams; that if the NFL is to ever garner the necessary 
congressional support and thereby have the same 
antitrust status as baseball, the NFL better expand and 
do it relatively soon. 

New Orleans Saints President Jim Finks, when asked 


about the mood concerning expansion among club 
executives, said, “I expect spirited discussion on two 
things: the cities and the amount of money the league 
will have to charge as an expansion fee. But regarding 
the philosophy of expansion, | don't see any major 
opposition.” : 

And the liveliest discussion will undoubtedly center 
on the competing cities. Actually, the cities have been 
competing passively, courting the 28 NFL owners and 
Commissioner Rozelle shrewdly, but carefully avoiding 
any badmouthing of another desirous city. Even so, the 
league and its club executives have their favorites. And 
sources have indicated that the cities break down into 
two categories: frontrunners and those — to put it 
kindly — which are not frontrunners. 

Frontrunners: Baltimore, Memphis, Oakland and 
Jacksonville in no specific order. 

Non-frontrunners: Everybody else. 

Baltimore and Oakland, two of the jilted cities, are 
the easiest to understand. Baltimore was most sup- 
portive of its Colts until Baltimoreans got to be fed up 
with Bob Irsay for any number of understandable 
reasons before he moved the franchise to Indianapolis 
in 1984. And in Oakland, the Raiders sold out more 
than 150 consecutive games before Al Davis saw a 
sweeter deal down in Los Angeles in 1982. During the 
lawsuit involving the Raiders and the NFL, the city of 
Oakland has been most supportive of the NFL and its 
positions, which certainly won't hurt when the Rozelle- 
appointed expansion committee starts its work in earnest. 

In Baltimore, the Stadium Authority has already 
authorized its consultants to acquire the property foran 
$85 million, 70,000-seat downtown stadium, which 
could even be domed if thats what the eventual owner 
wants, Baltimore, of course, thought it would already 
have had a team by now. But Bill Bidwill decided to take 
his Cardinals to Phoenix, instead. That’ why the people 
in Baltimore, including Herb Belgrade of the Stadium 
Authority, say they dont want to hear the talk that 
Baltimore is the frontrunner of all frontrunners. “I built 
up some real false hopes with the Cardinals; | really 
thought they’d come to Baltimore,” he said. “I felt from 
talking to people in the NFL and media that the 
Cardinals would come here. | permitted myself to build 
up those enthusiasms.” 

So now, Baltimore is cautiously optimistic, even as 
the Washington Bullets move some of their home games 
to downtown Baltimore, even as Washington-Baltimore 
comes closer and closer to being one giant metropolis, 
even as Redskins owner Jack Kent Cooke expresses no 
opposition to Baltimore having a team. “Our consultants 
talked to’ Mr. Cooke, and he hasn't indicated any 
opposition to seeing a team back here,” Belgrade said. 

Belgrade and his group did, however, start out with 
major opposition from the community, which did not 
want public funds going to build a stadium. “We started 
out with major opposition and it was a long haul 


through the legislative process,” he said. It didn’t hurt 
that the famous Washington barrister Edward Bennett 
Williams, owner of the baseball Orioles, appeared at 
public town meetings to convince citizens that having 
two stadiums — one for the Orioles in Camden Yards, 
the same site for the football stadium — would be in the 
cityS best interest. 

“Once we got the nod from the NFL, we could 
instantly get started,” Belgrade said, emphasizing that 
the new owners, whoever they would be, would have a 
say in the design of the stadium and be able to negotiate 
the lease and skybox revenues. Baltimore is about 22nd 
in the nation in television market, but when you count 
Washington-Baltimore, as Belgrade and his people like 
to do, it’ the fifth-largest television market in the U.S. 

Oakland, of course, already has a stadium in place: 
Alameda County Stadium, the one that A! Davis 
thought was outdated six years ago. So, what$ changed? 
George Vukasin, president of the expansion executive 
committee in Oakland, and president of the Alameda 
Coliseum Commission, said the plan istalready in place 
for Alameda County Stadium to be increased from 
54,900 to 65,000, including seats closer to the field, a 
private club, new locker rooms and so on. 

And with that in place, “We're the only proven city,” 
Vukasin said of the expansion competitors. “We had 156 
consecutive sellouts (before people began protesting the 
Davis move in 1981). Oakland, in terms of the amount of 
money a team would take home after a game here, 
would’ be in the top 10 to IS percent based on ticket 
prices.” 

But the argument is made that Baltimore and Oakland 
(and St. Louis for that matter) have already had their 
shot. Regardless of why they lost NFL franchises, new 
cities deserve a chance, especially Memphis and 
Jacksonville, which have built great cases for why they 
should get teams. Vukasin and Belgrade say they both 
understand the argument. “I not only understand it,” 
Vukasin said, “! think that’ proper consideration.” 

The same St. Louis blue-ribbon committee — Project 
Pride — which flew to Phoenix to the NFL winter 
meetings in a desperate but unsuccessful attempt at 
keeping the Cardinals hasn't yet gotten aggressive inan 
attempt to bring home an expansion team, but it could 
still happen. 

Memphis and Jacksonville, however, are far ahead of 
the game. And Pepper Rogers, vice-president, envelope- 
stuffer, water-boy, cheerleader, etc. of Mid-America 
Football, is farahead of everyone else. There isno doubt 
Memphis and the surrounding region — which includes 
Arkansas and Mississippi — could fill the 63,000-seat 
Liberty Bowl, which underwent $21 million last year in 
renovations and is ready to add 40 skyboxes if a 
franchise is granted. Charged with getting that franchise 
is Mid-America Football, a two-man organization. 
Rogers is one, the other is Fred Smith, the 43-year-old 
chairman of Federal Express. Smith would be the owner, 
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if the NFL approved him. 

Rogers and Smith dont work the cocktail scene too 
much, Rogers just says this: “Look, we're an open 
window. No pro sports anywhere near here. No com- 
petition at all. 1 have nothing against Baltimore, but 
Baltimore’ got Philadelphia, Washington. Oakland’ 
got San Francisco. We can draw from Little Rock (100 
miles away) to Nashville (150 miles or so).” 

Rogers, for obvious reasons, feels cities like Memphis 
and Jacksonville bring a different brand of excitement. 
“Expansion, to me, means going into new cities,” he 
said. “It would create a whole new aura of excitement 
for the league. Ina city like Memphis, football would be 
it, much like Denver.” 

Already, there is a rock-video being played on the air 
waves in Memphis supporting an expansion franchise, 
and Rogers points out that if Memphis can sell out a 
Chiefs-Cardinals game as it did last year, sellouts for 
regular season games would be “no problem at all.” 

Jacksonville might have trouble each week selling out 
the refurbished 82,000-seat Gator Bowl, which is ready 
for 54 more skyboxes for a total of 80. But it certainly 
helps that the stadium is owned by the city and that new 
tenants would be charged $250,000 per game, instead of 
the 10 percent of the gross that some clubs find difficult 
to come to terms with. The Jacksonville NFL Task 
Force already has an ownership group in place con- 
sisting of local business leaders. The television market, 
however, is even smaller (52nd) than Memphis’. 

Rick Catlett, staff director of the task force, said that the 
city’s proposed package would “guarantee 10 years of 
sellouts.” The group has already pre-sold 80 skyboxes at 
$30,000 each, and has corporate underwriting for 25,000 
10-year season ticket packages. Catlett also points out that 
the Jacksonville Bulls of the USFL weren't a big winner, 
but drew an average of 47,000 the first season and 45,000 
the next. 

Charlotte doesn't have a set stadium or guarantees, 
which obviously hurts. And the television market is 
about 3lst in the country. But a spokesman for former 
NFL player Jerry Richardson says Richardson would 
privately fund a stadium and has already made site 
locations. 

But the expansion effort in Charlotte, which is less 
than five miles from the South Carolina border, is set to 
get support from the governors of North Carolina and 
South Carolina, who should appoint a commission to 
lobby for such a franchise. Whether the NFL owners 
care about such a show remains to be seen, but Max 


Muhlman, who does the leg work for Richardson, is - 


optimistic. “Our position is that this would bea regional 
franchise,” he said, sounding a lot like Memphis’ Pepper 
Rogers. “The driving habits (throughout the Carolinas) 
already exist. There are 5.3 million people within 100 
miles.” 

Muhiman knows the NFL execs like to hear about TV 
numbers and he has a pretty neat one worked out. “We 
are 3lst in TV market, but if you include Greensboro, 
Raleigh-Durham, that would push us to fourth. I’m just 
talking about the immediate contiguous market, nothing 
more than 120 miles.” 

Making matters in Charlotte more complicated, 
George Shinn, the same guy who led the successful 
charge to bring NBA basketball to town, has made 
rumblings about trying to start hisown NFL expansion 
effort. But the NFL certainly wouldn't be crazy about 
dual ownership, especially with one man involved with 
two expansion franchises in the same city. 

San Antonio and Sacramento are trying hard. The 
mayor of San Antonio even showed up at the winter 
meetings in Phoenix to shake some hands and do some 
lobbying. Sacramento’ high per capita income and 
near-perfect fall weather make it attractive. Sacramento 
even has the 20th largest television market. But thereS 
just no indication that the league is seriously interested 
in either city. 

Of the cities which have had football and lost it, 
Baltimore and Oakland seem to be the best bet. Of the 
new cities, Memphis, then Jacksonville. 

JacksonvilleS Catlett might have come up with the 
most penetrating comment when he said, “The key in 
figuring out which cities the owners will choose depends 
on how the owners feel about the cities that lost teams 
and how they lost them.” 

The only definitive statement that can be made is that 
the league will add two teams in exactly two years from 
the time the new CBA is signed. “Some (owners) won't 
be too enthusiastic,” New Orleans’ Finks says. “But 
what opened my eyes was in March at the league 
meetings, when St. Louis sent a blue-ribbon committee 
to try and do whatever they could to keep the Cardinals, 
and then say that they were coming hard foranexpansion 
club. They were almost pleading. The league has a 
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REALIGNMENT 


Sure, Atlanta and New Orleans in the NFC “West” is 
ridiculous. But when the NFL finally does decide to expand, 
expect politics, television markets and balancing the strong 

with the weak to all come before simple geographic 

: considerations. 


Due to the myriad of factors involved, realign- 
ment “has not even come up” in recent league 
meetings, according to Dallas’ Tex Schramm. 
Reports are, he’s not foolin’. 

There's good reason why the league is not in 
any hurry to realign itself. Until the expansion 
cities have been selected, there are simply too 
many variables. Before considering all the op- 
tions, remember the three constants on every 
GM's mind: Every team wants a dome in their 
division. Every team wants division opponents 
with sold-out stadiums. And no one wants a 
strong team ushered into their division. 

When you get 28 general managers in the 
same room and attempt to equitably disperse the 
two or four new franchises, complete with the 
appropriate reshuffling of the present alignment 


(or playoff structure), one begins to understand 
and appreciate why the league did what it did in 
1970. That was the year the AFL and NFL merged 
and Thelma Elkjer, the secretary to Commissioner 
Pete Rozelle, was called upon to decide the fates, 
and alignment, of the 26 teams. After days of 
special meetings, and numerous unsatisfactory 
plans, it was Ms. Elkjer who pulled out slips of 
paper from a glass vase and cast today’s current 
alignment. No kidding. 


Inspired by that bit of sophisticated research 
and analysis, here then are two possible rea- 
lignments for the 1990 or 1992 NFL expansion. 
Both realignments presume that Baltimore and 
Memphis, followed by Oakland and Jacksonville, 
will be awarded the new franchises. 


2-TEAM EXPANSION AND REALIGNMENT 


(Third and Fourth Expansion Cities in Parentheses) 


NFC WEST 
Dallas 

Los Angeles 
Phoenix 

New Orleans 
San Francisco 


Detroit 


AFC WEST 
Denver 
Kansas City 
LA Raiders 
San Diego 
Seattle 
(Oakland*) 


Green Bay 
Memphis* 
Minnesota 


AFC CENTRAL 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Houston 
Indianapolis 
Pittsburgh 


NFC CENTRAL NFC EAST 
Chicago . 


Atlanta 

New York Giants 
Philadelphia 
Tampa Bay 
Washington 
(Jacksonville*) 


AFC EAST 
Baltimore* 
Buffalo 

Miami 

New England 
New York Jets 


4-TEAM EXPANSION WITH DIVISIONAL REALIGNMENT 


NFC WEST 
Los Angeles 
Oakland* 
Phoenix 

San Francisco 


AFC WEST 
Denver 

LA Raiders 
San Diego 
Seattle 


Chicago 
Detroit 
Green Bay 
Minnesota 


AFC CENTRAL 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Kansas City 
Indianapolis 


tremendous responsibility to these cities, and we dont 
always realize the impact we have on those communities.” 

Finks was speaking only for himself, not the owners 
in general, but his comments are probably very similar 
to those that will be heard from club executives once the 
CBA is signed and this becomes an even hotter topic. “I 
think Oakland deserves a team” he said. “Jacksonville 
and Memphis would bring tremendous attendance. But 
do they bring the television market that Baltimore and 
St. Louis bring? You can't get away from the fact that 
our business is so heavily dependent on television 
income,” 


NFC CENTRAL NFC SOUTH 


NFC EAST 
New York Giants 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Washington 


AFC EAST 
Baltimore* 
Buffalo 

New England 
New York Jets 


Atlanta 
Dallas 
Jacksonville* 
New Orleans 


AFC SOUTH 
Houston 
Memphis* 
Miami 

Tampa Bay 


Finks also said he sees no downside. “We've had three 
uninterrupted drafts,” he said, referring to the absence 
of a rival league. “Nobody’ competing for the talent, 
plus there’ been an influx of USFL players. There’ 
more talent now than at any point in NFL history, | 
think. Personnel-wise, we can afford to stock expansion 
teams now.” 

The cities vying for new franchises like that kind of 
talk, but they know that perhaps only two of them will 
be chosen. “I don’t care who the second team is,” says 
Memphis’ Rogers, probably summing up about every- 
one’ sentiments. “I just hope we're one of them.” 5 


By Glenn Sheeley 


Okay, so who were the real “Hogs” in 
the NFL in 1987? The Washington Red- 
skins, who wallowed, walloped and Doug 
Williamsed the Denver Broncos in Super 
Bowl XXII? 

Oh, you're not sure, huh? Well, then 
how about the NFL owners? Didnt they 
value their television money far above the, 
ahem, “integrity of the game”? Didn't they 
make constant reference to it while play- 
ing three weeks of replacement games with 
guys who otherwise would haye been 
unloading trucks at K-Mart or double- 
checking whether that was a Lite ora Bud 
Light, sir, and what's the lady having? 

Just wondering. Actually, the season 
turned out a lot better than everyone 
thought it would. 

The players kept loose during the strike 
by throwing eggs at “scab” players and 

-reaching into empty pockets for those 

three missed paychecks. The coaches 
stayed sharp by trying to coach their 
respective groups of pot-bellied campers. 
The owners stayed in shape by repeating 
that the “integrity of the game” had been 
preserved. 

When it was all over, Washington’s 
Doug Williams became the first black 
quarterback to start a Super Bowl and the 
first black quarterback to win one. But 
before we put the brakes on 1987, take five 

“minutes on our annual quiz. Don't spend 
too much time on any one question and 
keep your eyes on your own paper. 


1. Which one of these was not a re- 
placement team during the NFL 
strike? 

a, The Los Angeles Masqueraders. 
b. The San Francisco Phony-Niners. 
c. The New England Ex-Patriots. 

d. The Baltimore Orioles. 


2. Last year Raiders Managing General 

Partner Al Davis: 

a. Madeit into the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame. 

b. Made it to Canton to present 
guard Gene Upshaw for his induc- 
tion into the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame. 

c. Made Tom Flores quit. 

d. Bought the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame. 


3, In 1987 Chicago Bears coach Mike 
Ditka: 
a. Skated down his office hallway on 


The players stayed loose during the strike by 
throwing eggs at scab players. The coaches stayed 
sharp by trying to coach their respective groups of 


pot-bellied campers. And NFL zealots all over 
stayed in shape by repeating that the ‘integrity of 
the game’ had been preserved. 


roller skates to make fun of play- 
ing in Minnesota’s “Rollerdome.” 
. Skated into the NFL playoffs. 
c. Hit a fan with a wad of chewing 
gum. 
d. Chewed out a fan. 
e. Put chewing gum under all the 
seats at the Metrodome. 


4. Which one of the following did line- 
backer Brian Bosworth not receive 
when he became a Seattle Seahawk?: 
a. An $I! million contract. 

b. An offer froma concrete company 

’ to build a driveway bearing the 
No. 44. 

c. A “Boz Sack” to take home his 
money. 

d. One hundred condoms from the 
Northwest AIDS Foundation. 

e. A44onhis class and humility test. 


5. The San Francisco 49ers and the 
Miami Dolphins are playing an exhi- 
bition this season at: 

a. The Orange Bowl. 

b. Joe Robbie Stadium. 

c. Joe Robbie’s banker’s house. 

d 

e 


s 


. London, England. 
. An Eddie DeBartolo shopping cen- 
ter in Youngstown, Ohio. 


6. Bo Jackson splits his time between: 

a. The Kansas City Royals and the 
Los Angeles Raiders. 

b. Figuring out his batting average 
and his bank account balance. 

c, Hitting home runs and hitting the 
hole. 

d. Talking about Bo Jackson and 
talking about Bo Jackson. 


7. The man who now owns the New 
England Patriots also owns: 
a. The Nike Co. 
b, The Reebok Co. 
c. The Adidas Co, 
d. The Irving Fryar Bail Bond Co. 


8. Ironhead Heyward is: 


a. A pro wrestler, 

b. The Pittsburgh Steelers mascot. 

c. The guy who comes to see you 
when you miss consecutive mort- 
gage payments. 

d. The first New Orleans Saints No. 1 
draft pick in history to demand 


performance clauses to be paid off ” 


in crawfish. 


9. San Francisco 49ers owner Eddie 
DeBartolo irked the NFL last season 
by: 

a. Giving his players $10,000 bonuses 
as incentive to make the playoffs. 

b. Taking away the $10,000 from 
each of them when the 49ers lost to 
Minnesota in the playoffs. 

c. Taking away coach Bill Walsh’s 
president title. 

d. Blow-drying his hair during an 
executive session at the owners 
meetings. 

10. The St. Louis Cardinals: 

a. Have moved to Phoenix. 

b. Have moved only their scouting 
department to Phoenix. 

c. Arestaying in St. Louis to practice 
and flying to Phoenix for the 
games to cash in on frequent flier 
triple mileage. 

d. Ran out of money on the way to 
Phoenix and have settled in Albu- 
querque. 


For those special, but not necessar- 
ily Hall of Fame-type achievements 
during the 1987 season: 


The Hey, You've Got To Have Your 
Priorities Straight Award —To Wash- 
ington Redskins guard R. C. Thielemann 
and safety Curtis Jordan, who gave a good 
explanation as to why most of the Red- 
skins were not among those NFL players 
responding in support of a technical 
workers strike at NBC-TV. It seems the 
union meeting held to address the issue 


conflicted with the players’ normal “happy 
hour” time and only two starters attended. 
“We're a strong union team,” said Thiele- 
mann, “but we're a stronger relaxation 
team.” Said Jordan, “That's our hour. The 
Russians invading the castern shore 
couldn't stop that.” 


The San Angelo, Texas, Sunstroke 
Award—To Houston Oilers coach Jerry 
Glanville, who raised eyebrows at training 
camp by introducing what he termed his 
“Huga Reporter a Day Program,” choos- 
ing a different reporter each day after 
practice and giving him a squeeze. At last 
report, Mike Ditka and Buddy Ryan 
hadn't picked up on it. 


The Offer He Couldn't Refuse Award 
—To Chicago Bears quarterback Jim 
McMahon, for his reply when hearing 
that San Francisco owner Eddie DeBar~ 
tolo Jr. had written into his 49ers’ con- 
tracts a clause providing a $10,000 bonus 
for making the playoffs. Prior to the 
Bears’ game with San Francisco, MéMa- 
hon said, “Tell Eddie if he gives us 10 
grand, we'll let them win.” 


The Why So Tense Robert Young 
Memorial Caffeine Award— To Minne- 
sota Vikings coach Jerry Burns, who was 
angered by media criticism that his team 
lacked the proper “killer instinct” to sur- 
vive in the playoffs. “What the (bleep) is 
killer instinct?” Burs snapped. “Who's 
the last (bleep)ing guy who had (bleep)ing 
killer instinct?” With barely a blink, 
Minneapolis Star and Tribune beat man 
Bob Sansevere offered, “Charles Man- 
son?” 


The Gee, | Wonder Why All My Play- 
ers Want New Contracts and Are 
Holding Out Award—To Los Angeles 
Rams coach John Robinson, who de- 
manded a five-year extension worth about 
$3 million, boosting his salary from 
$375,000 to about $600,000. 


The Wrong Place, Wrong Time From 
a Financial Standpoint Award—To 
former New York Jets wide receiver Don 
Maynard, who said on the day he was 
inducted into the Pro Footbali Hall of 
Fame that the highest salary he ever made 
was $40,000. According to Maynard, Jets 
coach Weeb Ewbank used to tell him after 
each time they settled on a salary figure, 
“Now don’t tell anybody what I’m paying 
you.” Replied Maynard, “Dont worry. 


123 


REVIEW NFL OFFICIAL TEAM STATISTICS 
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League Was Like Award—To St. AvgiGain/Rush 48 34 33 41 37 41 39 40 36 38 41 3g 41 38 
i i i Opp. Rush TDs ...... 24 5 19 18 15 8 9 6 14 1 1 1 
Louis Cardinals guard’ Joe Bostic, who Opp. Pass Yds/Game 2145 1868 2296 2135 2002 2259 2067 1867 1927 2404 2255 1656 1966 2229 
noticed the silent emptiness of Busch Sta- Completion Pct. ..... 536 503 536 54 59.5 aS So ag oie ad “ae ) = at 
j i é é Passing TDs ...... 14 1 
dium amidst reports that the team was BRS, eee ede hoe 1) Me20% SBI ac SBM. SRL ka Raz Re daz?) cat) Saye cok ss 
almost certain to leave town, When only Opp. Punt Ret. Avg. ............... 41:3) 3,0) 4842 952 A78s etdie 2965 UBS) BGs J8i7) iS) = G7" snot mmnnED 
24,586 fans showed up for the game Opp. 3rd On. Efficiency ...............204 59 354 430 403° 301 37.9 369 313° (325 31:9 46:1 (289 450 36 
against Philadelphia, Bostic said, after . 
glancing around the stadium, “I thought a American Football Conference 
DER eee EOE ik Td cae’ Gores AriaR ati’ dapeh aval) “ome Weer Gist ures Si eases tae 
IVOAWAYS ...,..0c0ceecereeceeees 31/43 26/ (29 47/ / / / 
eae Bon | aati et ab) oat oh ot oe ot Sh OS OR oe 
skins Always Trade eir Dra Total Yds/Game .. 16.1 ; k ; 
1227 1443 «41163 «1313 «©1282 41429:«1199 «146501108 «Ss «118.1 S114 «1429 )=S B72 S189 
AeavoNie Senta 0 eee as ofS oh ok aif gt of al ol oh oh og] alt ol 
who picked Winston-Salem defensive en Passing Yds/Game 193.4 214. Oy at ; ! R ; ‘ 7 
F . , df 7 
Donald Evans with their first pick of the Samp Fe Seg ier ae Pot een oe ees eee ee 
draft and ended uptrying him at fullback. SackSiactussetenee 7 32 29 30 0 24 48 53 13 33 66 27 39 36 
“He inferior as ¢ thlete.” said Interceptions: 4.2.01 <2 sve ews on tntos 19 20 12 19 23 16 7 18 20 18 15 25 23 21 
es not menor as an athicte,. sal 3rd Dn. Efficiency ..............-. 7.0 975 416 471 351 348 401 2375 475 373 406 397 201 487 
coach John Robinson, “but we're looking Net Punting Avg. ........+0se0-00s 339 (345 S24) B18) 314)" © 190/8" 8323) G4 185.9) S016) Sabra Sea soit 
at a guy who doesn't have a position.” Avg. Punt Return ....-++-2+nceser i ae ys ayalt Be a5 ve Hl oe ee spe me pas et 
* Panaltids targus Ralressc a tacses E 
The Hey, Eric, Can You Spare a FglFoa SoRe 3 SStarco ew Sd setae Bt Bo 12/20 25/32 21/31 21/29 26/32 «27/32 21/25 19/80 12/16 += 16/28 »=«20/26 + 22/29 «16/28 += «17/22 
, p DEFENSE 
Hundred for a Cup of Coffee Award pp. Points ROR anh ants Su fnhttestend 305 370 339 268 sg 238 388 289 335 23 360 209 a7 a4 
= j j ic TSt DOWNS Pe occ nscs oes bas “he 7 7 
— To running back Eric Dickerson, who Que: Vis! Game aera "ll 9271 313.4 «2843 «3209 3329 «3033-3759 2909 3630 «3251 ©4386.) 32B0 302 ©3438 
signed for all those millions when traded Opp. Rush Yas /Game iste ae ie 1368 109.4 ’ 95 134 1232 "93 1988 109 i 146.5 "188 1223 107 3 147 1467 
i j < 271 vg. Gain/Rush ....,.......-..- an H Hy i i \y ; 
to Indianapolis but must have left them in Ope RUSH TUS Les eee a 1) 45 7s Seige eto Bi Nee bate 18 a Hee OTE 
his other pants. Needing a pack of cheese Opp. Pass Yds/Game . . 1903 2037 1887 1864 209.7 1840 2204 1818 2165 2066 2137 2207 1855 1972 
crackers, Dickerson borrowed 45 cents SEB 2 yee ee 
from two Indianapolis sports writers anda acks ....... : 3A 40 34 31 35 39 6 44 4 43 39 6 45 37 
Padionreporten Opp. Punt Ret. Avg ‘ 54 7A 55 125 06 96 103 75 54 97 49 86 100 78 
P : Opp. 3rd Dn. Efficiency .......-....... 73 407 355 350 23 390 447 397 455 368 386 344 949 434 
_ The What Do You Mean You Forgot ‘ = . 
To Enter a Few Withdrawals Award NFL Team Rankings By Yards Takeaways/Giveaway 
—To Green Bay Packers executive vice TAKEAWAYS GIVEAWAYS NET 
i ‘ ations OFFEN: FENSE AFC INT. FUM. TOTAL INT. FUM. TOTAL DIFF, 
president for football operations Tom ai TOTALS Ha PASS TOTAL tbeae Pass Beer 6 8 7 8 i 
Braatz, who suffered a heart attack at his Atlanta’. 28 22 2 «288 Indianapolis 2 is a if 8 * i 
F ; anvioplasti ts Bulfalo .. 6 7 18 Ta sel ah) ew England 
home and required an angioplastic proce Picago LOSE we pace ; Pittsburgh o: oy i) lade ae , 8 i 
dure to cleara coronary artery. No, Braatz Cincinnati .. 5 4 9 8 B 14 Cleveland Roeper 23 13 % ie i 23 j 
vasn’ ine: > * et s{-seas Cleveland ........ 9 21 5 3 2 8 eattle .... 
wasn't Jooking atthe Packers’ post-season Dallas ees 1 16 oO 2 «6 «27 ~—«dHouston 3 4 a7 8d 0 
stats. He was at his desk balancing his and Denver .......... DAN SP oe 9 2 5 Los Angeles Raiders . 1 a gi St ee 
is wile 1" o Detroit <6 fee. ev Peace tke 26 25 17 24 23 19 lew York Jets ...... - 
his wife Jeri’s checkbook. Green ey detcimtcee cote z i 25 i i i Miami LRA ee i i @ 3 i g E : 
7 OUSION Ik. seamen et usenet we incinnati .......... - 
The Ralph Kramden Bus Driver of Indianapolis ................. eG 4 G i <4)  Buffalolitsrsacascvss Wy’ ah 34) 15) eed Mae Sap 
the Year Award—To CBS announcer Kansas City fades oo 24 9 2% 2 2 2 Kansas City) cn. 2es. " i 28 i 34 a 8 
¢ . pj 9 CUS a os Angeles Raiders .......... ANNOGOT 2550 ca,n2de cinedeas = 
John Madden, who was given a custom Los Angeles Rams 19 98 (27, 21 12 «(16 TAKEAWAYS GIVEAWAYS NET 
ized Greyhound to travel to NFL games Miami segs 4 23 3) 26 25 21 NFC Ts FM, TOTAL wT. FUN. TOTAL Or 
F ty innesota . lew Orleans ....... En 1 1 28 
around the country. The 40-foot, $500,000 New England 2B 20 24 41 14 45 Philadelphia .. of 27 48 1G. og! “as. ag 
Maddencruiser™ came equipped with a New Orleans : 4 a a 4 2 a San Francisco 3 i Se i 2 «626 12 
me - yes zr lew York Giants reen Ba 1 4 4 1 18 35 7 
kitchen complete with a microwave, two New York JelS .-....cccsces, 0 2 416 9 1 2 StLouis.... 4 19 3 1 12 BF 6 
VCRs, two color TVs. a CB radio, a Pladelphia Seenety eee: 40 e 1 a3 3 28 tampa Bay) 2.s0saa< 16 20 33 i 4 «(31 5 
inette z seve RtISDDION as erst tx sinned innesota ......... 11 7 3 10 «633 4 
dinette and Toon tOisicepSeyers SU Louis 0222 eas. 78 19 alas 2 Bo & 5 m7 3 
AN DIEGO =. 2.5 S85 Rtas seen 7 fashington ........ 1 9 = 
The Excesses of the Filthy Rich San eae isce BA REM IASAS IGN ai! =| 2 a 5 “1 Detroit — SByathigeadins 19 13 32 11 37 5 
Award—To Brian Bosworth, who spent Seattle Bay ccs te 40 23 % 2 2 os Angeles Rams .. a if a 8 15 3 -6 
ak is hai AMPA Bay Sacco sacnieeaes ew York Giants .... 20 4 -~ 8 
$50 to $70 per weck to get his hair to look Wisi actonicoeioass eae AumesT” kt 48° 10) 24s “Chicago! bs sauccn 13° di’ 24 24 on ah | Sag 
like that. * — League leader Atlanta: ic.cto asaasevacsae: 15 2. 42%. 20 49 -22 


The Not So Safe At Home Award— 
To Denver quarterback John Elway, who 
received a police escort out of Mile High 
Stadium after a Sept. 13 game against the 
Seattle Seahawks because of telephone 
threats against his life. Not only did the 
cops escort Elway off the field and to his 
car, they accompanied Elway to his house 
and instructed him to keep his helmet on. 
“Keep my helmet on?” Elway asked. “I’m 
at home.” 

The Wedding Guest of the Year 
Award—To Ladd Herzeg, the Houston 
Oilers’ general.manager, who crashed a 
wedding reception at a hotel in Buffalo. 


AFC vs. NFC: NFL Averages 
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Avg. Yds. 
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Avg. Yds. 
Per Game 


, 204.0 


200.4 


203.8 


Avg. 

Per Game 
329.5 
326.8 
326.1 


328.9 
327.8 


3rd Down 
Effcy. 
39.6 
38.4 
36.9 


38.1 
38.3 


PUNT 
Avg. Yds. 
Per Punt 


PUNT 
Avg. Yds./ 


KO 
Avg. Yds./ 
Return 


Return 
18.9 


39.1 9.0 


39.3 85 18.9 


39.4 92 19.9 


97 
94 


39.1 


FG 
Made 
19.6 
193 


19.7 


204 


FG 
Attempted 


274 
26.9 
28.9 


29,1 
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INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


15 Games 
AFC INDIVIDUAL Oe ( ) NFC INDIVIDUAL 
PASSIN 
ATT. COMP. COMP. YDS GAN TO 10 LONG INT NT POINTS PCT. - AVG. Pc PCT, RATING 
Kosar, Clev 389 241 62.0 3033 7.80 57 (4 9 23 954 Montana. S.F ee cy Ld Bs ” n i as Ltd oh ae 
Marino, Mia 444 263 592 3245 7.31 26 59 169 13 29 892 siantSsasusemnis. i rf ( ee tae 
Simms, Giants... 282 163 4578 2230 791 17 60 150 9 32 900 
Krieg, Sea. 294 178 605 2131 725 23 78 (75 15 51 876 Lomax, StL 463 275 504 “3987 732 24 52 ST 12 2 
Kenney, K.C 273 «154 «564 2107772 «15 «6255 «(181 09S 38385 B McMahon, Chi 210 12 595 1639 780 12 57 169 8 Bra 
Wilson, Raiders.. 266 «152 «57.1 «2070 «7.78 «(12 «6«45«t47:—S BC. BAG (sie. i i eee BB ae 
. DeBerg, T.B...... 275 «159 «57.8 «41801 «6.BBCa@s«‘«CS LS stGHCC7S 25 BBB 
Kelly, Buff... 419 250 597 2798 668 19 45 47 11 26 838 Cunningham, Phil 406 -223«549 «(27886 
410 224 546 31989 7.80 19 46 72 12 29 834 ane yD ee ae 
Hebert, N.O. .. 24 164 558 2119 721 15 51 6 9 3 
393 234 595 26% 68 13 33 59 8 20 828 Wilson, Minn... 264 140 «(530 2105 798 14 53 173 ‘3 eT 
229 128 «4559 1587 693 6 26 55 6 26 754 White, Dall. ... 362 215 594 2617 723 12 33 , Bae 
368 184 «500 2806 «763 21 «57 183 18 49 742 Schroeder, Wash 67 : Se ae ee 
ps Amey at nee eR ee a ee oeder, Wash. . 109 483 1878 703 12 45 14 10 37 710 
PaO as eel Ne a Everett, Rams... 302 162 536 2064 683 10 33 (81 13 43 684 
; . 0 27 46 15 41 700 Campbell, Atl 260 136 «523 «41728 «4665 11 42 (44 +14 54 650 
336-156 «46.4 «(1896 564 G8 319 7 AB Long, Det.. 416 232 558 2598 625 11 26 53 20 48 634 
SCORING—TOUCHDOWNS SCORING-KICKING Wright, G.B. ..........-+0-- 247 «(132«534 «1507 «6.10 6 OGsCiaM:i‘i‘iKS OGG 
TOT. RUSH PASS TDM PTS PTS 
Hecor, 88 een wom 9 0 60 Breech, Cin. 97 SCORING—TOUCHDOWNS SCORING-KICKING 
one sont 1M ? 2 0 60 Zendejas, Hou Rice, S.F. At es re a aL Andersen. N.0. es se A oe Eo bi 
entley, In 2 0 54 Karlis, Den..... 31 Quick, Phil. ............- ei Si 0 1| eesti 
enti : . : 66 —-Ruzek, Dall... - 06 206 2 
Pj Bu 3 4 3 A 7 aes Pit Bf White, Rams . i i f ee Prettiest 3638 17st Fd 
Kinnebrew, Cin 8 8 0 Oun48 a iite aa 4 utler, Chi......... 28 30 19 28 85 
Largent, Sea... Bae. bye ouedeltebee hages Se A ae ie Ma ial 6 36 16 Hm 
ee has ea eer pein talinin is 84 BBA | 8 patiahat Wersching, S.F 4446 «13 «17~«8 
Clayton, Mi 7 0 : 0 42 Frankia NE, 2 1 Q 48 Murray, Det. ... 21 21 2 32 81 
Johnson, Den.. 7 0 7 0 42 Jaeger, Clev... 75 Clark, Wash. . 7 7 He ane 23+ 20h Th oe ae 
Slaughter, Clev. . 7 0 7 0 42 Abbott, S.D. 61 Dozier, Minn. ; 0 if 0 42 Nelson, Minn 3% 37 (613! 24) 5 
Stradford. Mia... 7 6 1 0 .42' Norwood Buff 61 es ila Sh 2m AOA eB Roreee 2 22 13 19 © 
Winder; Den... : 6 ; 0 42 : Z i 4 q < Igwebuike, T.B.... 24 26 «14 «18:«O66 
Brennan, Clev. 6 0 6 0 36 
Collins) Essie. Sas Ole aa: ERO Oore-7 NO YARDS AVG. LONG TD Deiat Mcoptytiigs oe AVG. LONG TO 
DickoconRamsind. 6 B00 38 100M, ets a.nrseernee 68 «6976 «(144 «585 RO SOL 142l eaSHL 1117 123 
Givins, HOU... 6 O 6 O 36 Largent, Sea. . 58912 «157 «655 8B By 3 Br ecole, Some 3 38 OB 
6 0 6 0 36 Reed, Buff... 50 Oo752—«s13.2S4C*S Awalt, StL... 6 0 6c RD! 238 raig, S.F. 6 492 75 18 1 
8 9 § 2 3% Burkett, Bull. 5765 «137 Bryant, Wash. ere Loca Milan e bets & 1078 168 thf 2 
ate : 5 sates Harmon, Butt. 5 4477—~«wBS CD Manuel, Giants . 6 0 6 0 36 ~©Walker, Dall. 60 715 9 44 1 
Mack, Clev.. 6 5 + 0 36 Carson. K.C... 55 1044 190 t81 7 6 0 6 0 36  Mandley, Det 58 720 124 41 7 
TumnertSeabs B 0 5 0 36 Givins, Hou.... 53 933 17.6 83 «6 6 6 0 0 36 Clark, Wash... 56 1066 «19.0 147 
Allen, Raiders. Bh) dso Ol Oneagy MwSOn.S DI Pe Petre wee 6 0 § 9 3 Eta Rans.. 3] 900 187 tet 
TTS. Be ese igamagh amare Clevics 52 552 106 37 2 6 chy ot) Tor caere “Blaney Sih EB IST ee RS 
aie pages SP) Foose sre gn ieercokselnitts 51 722 142 152 3 By <0) 5h WO aoe eee 7 tS aes 
puneenaHGuss 5 0 5 0 30 Allen, Raiders 51 410 8.0. 39 0 5 0 5 0 30 Quick, Phil... 46 790 17.2 {61 Tf 
Pryat NE. meee vastod IT AT 49 989 202 152 6 5 10h 4g 10% oon, Baentio: Be BO) NOS SN eS 
Lofton, Raiders... Sn 0 op See Ss Bie ak HA $$ 9 0 30 Matin NiO. a ome ot oe 7 
5 8 8 (0 30 Slaughter, Clev........ 47 806 17.1 154 7 5 i5ie 10) Nop san) Sea Ai 178) Tet. 
2 8 BA 8) Christensen Raiders. 47 663 141 33 2 Mitchell, StL. Sy 8) 2 val ion sGieer Ste Pea CL TG. 
Fo oa Anderson, S.D......... 47 503 107 38 2 Payton, Chi 5 td) Tele OR 790, Mma 43 490 114 39 5 
Safer Clayton, Mia.. 46 776 169 43 7 Wilson, S.F. 5 0 5 o 39 Awalt, StL 42 526 125 3 6 
Brown, Cin. 44 608 138 47 3 Wilson, Minn 5 5 0 0 30 Wilder. T.B =a AG 328 «8.2 | 
RUSHING Collins, N.E. 4 M7 790=«CO 8 Sarak roneya st =e nals a eb 
ATT. YARDS AVG. LONG TD FUM. 43 707 164 51 A a So ee 
Dickerson, Ams-ind.. 283 1288 46 57 6 7 4 607 141 153 6 ATT. YARDS AVG, LONG TD FUM. Stanley, G.B.. - 3% 62 7 WO 3 
Warner Seas: Perper uaa te 43 434 «101 132 3 White, Rams... 324 1374 42 58 g Carter, TB... - 3B 586 154 97 5 
Rasieratl oleae rade ay gS 42 684 163 159 7 Mayes, N.O........... 243 917 38 38 1} g Monk, Wash... 38 483 127 2 6 
Bee Aiea ce ooe Ted) 44) Leon ae bouzaelnds, 42 569 135 144 4 Waves, More 8 aay a3 eo 74 Sanders; Wash........ 37 630 170 S73 
Winder Den 496 741 38 19. «65 Lofton, Raid 41 880 215 49 «5 Riggs, Atl. . $003, 1875143) 44, (2) yap. SDIXONI AIR Ss «2 000 1675 
Mack. Glev. spec wigl bls Ny bey SM ORFS SB) 41 593 145483 Craig, SF... 1215, *RISABBI tas ah Bp, eouenen Dal 6 421 NF =D 3 
Matt Clete a Poet 3g, 39) t,o Stallworth, 41 521 127 «452 Mitchell, Sil... 208 781 38 42 3 3  Neal.GB » © 420 Wir 3B 8 
Okoye, KC. ee eae ap ia a gp) Morgan NE 40 672 168 45 3 Mortis, Giants... 193 658 34 34 3 2 Spagnola Phi - 6 30 97 2B 2 
Bentley, ind Se ot ea Eh aera ie Chandlers. 39 617 158 27 2 Nelsoni|Minni..c.. 131 1642 49 72 2 g ‘GalltGhi... - $5 705 201 156 7 
Stradford, Mia... 145 619 43 51 6 6 Williams, Se 384200 1753 Rogers, Wash:s-..07, 168 W61a- SB 20) <6) a. MOrCONI MIN inate Sah SEN) oe ag 
Kinnebrew, Cin....... 145 570 39 52 8 1 Jennings. Cin Cate atthe TE LY i 499 «586 45 t33 3«2 «© Adams.Giants......... 35 298 85 2 | 
Jackson, Raiders... 81 554 68 191 4 2 Bentley, Ind... 4 447 «13.1 «1722 448 453337. «17 «4S EOWards, Dall.......... 34 521 153 138 3 
pollard. Pitt. 108 836 42«33~«:«S«g«SC«N@wsome, Cle 3 375 «110 «250 413° 512945) 135 7 10) \EpPS.GB..... - 4 516 152 40 2 
McNeil, Jets... 121 530 44 30 0 7 Duper, Mia... 3B 597 181 9 8 123 508 41 130, 7 4 Magee, TB... _ WH 44 125 FF 3 
Williams, Sea. 113: 500/44" “4g, Mp i (GullersSea: 33465 141 40S 76 505 66 45 3 12 ‘Newsome, Dall......... 34 274 0B @\ 2 
Harmon, Butt.. 116 485 42 212° 2 Hector Jets 22 78 #2 0 106 488 «46 «21 0 3 ones. Det............... H 2 77 3S 0 
colins, NE 5 9 3g (Mack, Clev 32 FiO Riza 17 473 37 6 5 INTERCEPTIONS 
KC. 643 «5 5635 24 1 3 No YARDS AVG. LONG TD 
Abercrombie, Pitt 2B AeA Ait No YARDS AVG. LONG TO PUNT RETURNS REE West 9” 135 150) 100) 1 
Re Ln de Fa NO FC YDS AVG LONG TD eee a et ee 
AVGLIGE TE” Cesc a2) Gray, N.O,.cceesessevees. 24 5 352147 «80 0 5 i 26 1 1 
Edmonds, Sea.......... 4 12.6 0 Woodruff, Pitt.. 182 133 1 freee ai ee ree eS 5 78 156 35 
Bomnonden Sea se ete ete) Mra 82 Lewis, Minn. . 2 7 25 25 78 1 ee aa 
Townsell, Jets . 119 191 1. Glenn’SD rs 2 0 Sikahema, StL. 44 7 590 125 {76 1 5 65 (13: f 
McNeil, Clev 114 40 0 Wright, Clev ead Mandley, Det. 23 6 20109 4 0 2 
Martin: Cin.. dat eoionmardent Oca SN 68 1 McKinnon, Ch 40 4 405 101 (9% 2 5 33 «O76 By 0 
Clemons, KG ast ag) tg! ABevant How mh 2 ai(H Martin, Dal .. 2 2 21 98 38 0 Griffin, SF. 5 at ar 
Schwedes, Mia 85 31 0 Marion, NE. Soe McConkey. Glants).... 4204) 3 94! 37 0 = ray 
Johnson, Hou... Sof ceetttby eilareee 33 B 0 Futrell, T.B............. 24 6 213 89 2 0 KICKOFF RETURNS 
Woods, Raiders .. 73 34 0 McElroy, Raiders a te yi Johnson, Atl. 21 6 168 80 45 O NO YARDS AVG LONG TD 
Pitts, Buff. .. rs 65 19 0 Minnificld Clev. eee Yarber, Wash. 37 9 273 74 33 0 Stamps.All..., 24 660 275 1% 1 
BiooReNI Teo Hae an metered “ 0 Stanley, G.B 28 4 173 62 48 0 Gentry, Chi, 25 621 248 188 1 
dson, Hou........ 40 9 (0 Morse. Phil 20 13 124 Rouson, Giants 22. 4 
: SACKS KICKOFF RETURNS Se Rey a neg DW Narctlase 32 ni 28 50 0 
TIpHOtN Eerste ete ete ere 125 NOYAROS AVG LONG TD Guggemos, Minn 36 808 24 42 0 
Smith, Buff... 490 Palmer, K.C............... 938 923 243 199 2 i Sikahema, StL. . 34 «761 «224 50 0 
Green, Sea. .. “95 bentley, Ind. 22 500 227 4 0 125 Clack, Dall. .... 29 635 219 48 O 
Young, Sea... go ‘Mueller. Raiders.. 27 «588 «(218 86946 «(0 Dol 12.0 Brown, Rams . 27 581 215 «6195 1 
Bennett, Bull. 32 Holland, SD... 19 410 216 46 0 oleman, Minn. 14.0 Fullwood, GB. 24 510+ 213 46 0 
Townsend, Raiders . ge Edmonds. Sea. 7 564 29 43 0 MEH rae 14,0 Gray. NO... 30 63 212 «8 «0 
Bickelt, Ind... 85 Stone, Pitt. 28 568 203 34 0 willing, N.O.. 10.5 Emery. Atl. 21 440 210 6 0 
Hairston, Ciev.. 80 Anderson, S. 2 43 197 31 0 Jones, Dall... 10.0 Futrell, T.B.. . 31 609 196 40 0 
Williams, §.0... 80 Duncan, Hou 2% 54 195 62 0 Jackson, NO. -9.5 McAdoo, StL. . 2 444 193 30 0 
Jones, Den. ..... 70 Starring, N.E ’ 2 445 193 43 0 Mann, Wash... -9.5 — Griffin, Wash............. 2 478 191 S O 
Mecklenburg, Den Fg BUSSEY, Cil...-seseenss 406 193 34 0 Banks, Giants -9.0 PUNTING 
Veris, NE. 70 BUNTING Martin Minn, -9.0 
Bell. K.C. . 65 IN| NET Cofer, Det...... 85 IN NET 
Childress, Hou. ae Fea NO YARDS LONG AVG 20 AVG Manley, Wash “85 - NO YARDS LONG AVG 20 AVG 
lores: Rajoars’ 80 Mojsiejenko, $.0....67 2875 7 429 15 335 Holmes, T.B... “gq Donnelly, Atl....61 2686 62 440 9 321 
Maas, K.C....... 60 Newsome, Pitt........64 2678 57 418 8 315 Marshall, Giants. 8.0 Amold, Det peseay 46 2007 60 436 17 33.6 
Williams, Gin. eS Fulhage, Cin. 52 2168 58 417 10 356 Harris, G. “70 Landeta, Giants. 65 2773 G64 427 13 310 
Merriweather, Pitt Bo Horan, Den............44 1807 61 411 11 334 Jeter, Rams “70 Hatcher. Rams..76 3140 62 413 19 356 
Puzzuoli Clev.. 53 oodburn, K.C........59 2412 55 409 13 324 Mays, Minn “Zo Bracken. G.B....72 2947 6 409 13 342 
por al 55 Talley. Raiders.....56 2277 63 407 13 346 McMichael, Ch g Gox.Wash......63 257) 77 408 14 350 
Thompson, Ind. ee Gossett, Clev.-Hou..44 1777 55 404 4 31.6 Greene, Rams 5 Hansen.N.0.....52 2104 60 405 19 356 
9 Camaro, ME 62 2489 73 401 14 317 Haley, S.F.. 5 Hore, Cin-Stl 43 1730 57 402 6 315 
odriguez. Sea....... 1880 63 40.0 17 340 Mclinerney, 5 Coleman, Minn.. 45 178) 54 397 5 305 
Stark, Ind. ........... Bi 240 8 400 12 309 Washington, T 5 Saxon, Dall...... 68 2685 395 2 M2 
Johnson, Hou.-Clev. 50 1969 66 394 8 328 Wilson. Chi.... "g5 © Runager.S.F..... 55 2157 56 392 13 330 
Kidd, Buff. ......c....- 2495 67 39.0 20 345 Garcia, 7.B.......62 2409 58 389 12 283 
Jennings, Jeis.......64 2444 58 382 12 348 Teltschik, Phil... 82 3131 60 382 13 320 
Cater, Stl......39 1470 68 377 10 307 
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(15 Games) 
arc YARDS RUSHING arc acc RECEIVING YARDS nec 
TEAM YARDS PLAYER TEAM YARDS PLAYER TEAM YARDS PLAYER TEAM YARDS PLAYER 
Buffalo 485 Ronnie Harmon Atlanta 875 _ Gerald Riggs Buffalo — 765 — Chris Burkett Atlanta 600 Floyd Dixon 
Cincinnati 570 Larry Kinnebrew Chicago 586 Neal Anderson Cincinnati 608 Eddie Brown Chicago 705 Willie Gault 
Cleveland 735 Kevin Mack Dallas 891 Herschel Walker Cleveland 806 Webster Slaughter t Dallas 715 ~~ Herschel Walker 
Denver 741 Sammy Winder Detroit 342 James Jones Denver 684 Vance Johnson Detroit 720 Pete Mandiey 
Houston 957 Mike Rozier Green Bay 413 Kenneth Davis Houston 989 Drew Hill Green Bay 672 — Walter Stanley 
Indianapolis 1011 — Eric Dickerson Rams 1374 Charles White Indianapolis 722 Bill Brooks Rams 799 ~——- Henry Ellard 
Kansas City 660 Christian Okoye Minnesota 642 Darrin Nelson Kansas City 1044 Carlos Carson Minnesota 922 Anthony Carter 
iders 754 ~~ Marcus Allen New Orleans 917 Rueben Mayes Raiders 880 James Lofton New Orleans 778 Eric Martin 
Miami 619 ‘Troy Stradford Giants 658 Joe Morris Miami 776 ~—- Mark Clayton Giants 867 = Mark Bavaro 
New England 474 Tony Collins Philadelphia 505 Randall Cunningham New England 672 Stanley Morgan Philadelphia 790 Mike Quick 
ets 530 Freeman McNeil St. Louis 781 Stump Mitchell Jets 976 — Al Toon St. Louis 1117 = JS.T. Smith 
Pittsburgh 696 Eamest Jackson San Francisco 815 Roger craig Pittsburgh §21 John Stallworth San Francisco 1078 Jerry Rice 
San Diego 343 Curtis Adams Tampa Bay 488 James Wilder San Diego 617 Wes Chandler ae Bay 586 Gerald Carter 
Seattle 985 Curt Watner ington 613 George Rogers Seattle 912 Steve Largent ington 1066 Gary Clark 
AFC RECEPTIONS NFC AFC POINTS NFC 
TEAM NO. PLAYER TEAM NO. PLAYER TEAM NO. PLAYER TEAM NO. PLAYER 
Buffalo 57 Andre Reed Atlanta 36 Floyd Dixon Buffalo _ 61 Scott Norwood Atlanta 44 Mick Luckhurst 
Cincinnati 44 Eddie Brown Chicago 47 Neal Anderson Cincinnati 97 Jim Breech Chicago 85 Kevin Butler 
Cleveland 52 Eamest Byner Dallas 60 Herschel Walker Cleveland 75 Jeff Jaeger Dallas 92 oe Ruzek 
Denver’ 42 Vance Johnson Detroit 58 Pete Mandley Denver 91 Rich Karlis | Detroit 81 Ed Murray _ 
Houston 53 Emest Givins Green Bay 38 Walter Stanley Houston 92 Tony Zendejas Green Bay 61 Max Zendejas 
Indianapolis 51 Bill Brooks Rams 51 Henry Ellard Indianapolis 96 Dean Biasucci Rams 87 Mike Lansford 
Kansas City 55 Carlos Carson Minnesota 38 Anthony Carter Kansas City 83 Nick Lowery Minnesota 78 Chuck Nelson 
Raiders 51 Marcus Allen New Orleans 44 Eric Martin Raiders 84 Chris Bahr New Orleans 121 Morten Andersen 
Miami 48 Troy Stradford Giants 55 Mark Bavaro Miami 55 Fuad Reveiz Giants = 76 Raul Allegre 
New England 44 Tony Collins Philadelphia 46 Mike Quick New England 82 Tony Franklin Philadelphia 84 Paul McFadden 
lets Al Toon St. Louis 91 J.T. Smith Jets 85 Pat Lea t Louis = 57 Jim Gallery 
Pittsburgh 41 John Stallworth San Francisco 66 Roger Crai Pittsburgh 87 Gary Anderson San Francisco 138 Jerry Rice 
San Diego 53 Kellen Winslow Tampa Bay 40 James Wil San Diego 61 Vince Abbott jae Bay 66 Donald Iqwebuike 
Seattle 58 Steve Largent ington 56 Gary Clark Seattle 85 Norm Johnson ington 68 Ali Haji-Sheikh 
acc INTERCEPTIONS src AFC FUMBLES NFC 
TEAM NO. PLAYER TEAM NO. PLAYER TEAM NO. PLAYER TEAM NO. PLAYER 
Buffalo 6 Mark Kelso Atlanta 4 Bobby Butler Buffalo 9 Willie Totten Atlanta 4 Gerald Riggs 
Cincinnati 3 Robert Jackson, Chicago 3 Dave Duerson ats me ‘ ; Scott Campbell 
David Fulcher Dallas 5 Everson Walls Cincinnati 10 Boomer Esiason Chicago 6 Mike Tomezak, 
Cleveland 4 Frank Minnifield, Detroit 6 James Griffin Cleveland 6 Kevin Mack Dennis McKinnon 
Felix Wright Green Bay 3 Dave Brown, Denver 5 Sammy Winder Dallas 9 White 
Denver 4 Mike Harden Jim Bob Morris Houston 8 Warren Moon Detroit 8 Chuck Long 
Houston 6 Keith Bostic Rams 2 Nolan Cromwell, Jerry Gray, Indianapolis 10 Jack Trudeau Green Bay 5 Don Majkowski, 
Indianapolis 6 Mike Prior ‘ LeRoy Irvin Kansas City 8 Bill Kenne Walter Stanley 
Kansas City 3 Deron Cherry, Kevin Ross Minnesota 6 Joey Browner Raiders 3 Marcus Allen, Rusty Hilger, Rams 8 Charles White 
Raider 4 Vann McElroy New Orleans 5 Reggie Sutton, Vance Mueller Minnesota 4 Ni Rufus Bess 
Miami 3 Glenn Blackwood, Dave Waymer Miami 7 Scott Schwedes New Orleans 8 Rueben Mayes 
Paul Lankford Giants 5 Terry Kinard New England 8 Steve Grogan Giants 7 Jeff Rutledge 
New England 4 Fred Marion Philadelphia 4 Elbert Foules Jets 8 Ken O'Brien Philadelphia 12 Randall Cunningham 
Jets 3 Hary Hamilton, St. Louis 5 Travis Curtis Pittsburgh 10 Mark Malone St.Louis _ 7 Neil Lomax 
; Carl Howard, Rich Miano San Francisco 5 Don Griffin, Ronnie Lott San Diego 10 Dan Fouts San Francisco 5 Roger Craig 
idl : bware es ‘na Tampa Bay : Paul iit Seattle 11 Dave Krieg Tampa Bay 7 nee aaa) 
in Diego Wy mi ington Barry filbum d 
Seattle 4 Ken Easley dc) Washington 5, Jay x chroeder 
RUSHING KICKOFF RETURNS 


NFL OFFICIAL STATISTICS 


Yards. Game—221, Bo Jackson, Raiders at Seattle, November 30 (18 attempts, 2 TD); Longest— 91, Bo Jack- 


son, Raiders at Seattle, November 30 — TD; Attem; 


Game— 35, Mike LeBlanc. New England vs. Buffalo, 


October 11 (146 yards); Eric Dickerson, Indianapolis vs. San Diego, November 8 (138 yards); Dwight Bev- 


erly, New Orleans at St. Louis, October 11 (139 yards, 2 TD 
23 (112 yards 1 TD); Yards Per Attempt—4.9 Darrin Nelson, 


PASSING 


jonas White, Rams at Washington, November 
innesota. 


Yards, Game—221, Paul Palmer, Kansas City at Seattle, September 20 (9 returns); Longest—97, Syivester 
Stamps, Atlanta at San Francisco, December 20 — TD. 


PUNTING 


tones Reggie Roby, Miami at Buffalo, November 29; 77, Steve Cox, Washington at Buffalo. November 


unts, Game— 
SACKS 


, John Teitschik, Philadelphia at Giants, December 6 — OT (541 yards). 


Yards, Game—457, Neil Lomax, St. Louis at San Diego, September 20 (32-61, 3 TD); Longest—88, Ed Rubbert 
(to Anthony Allen), Washington vs. St. Louis, October 4 — TD; Touchdown Passes, Game—5, Gary Hogeboom. 
oan olis apie October 4 (17-25, 259 yards); 5, Steve DeBerg, Tampa Bay vs. Atlanta, September 13 
-34, 333 yards). 

PASS RECEIVING 
Receptions, Game—15, Steve Largent, Seattle at Detroit, October 18 (261 yards, 3 TD): Yards, Game—261, Steve 
Largent, Seattle at Detroit, October 18 (15 receptions, 3 TD). 

INTERCEPTIONS 
Longest—103, Vencie Glenn, San Diego vs. Denver, November 29 — TD. 


PUNT RETURNS 


Most Sacks, Game—4.5, Richard Dent, Chicago at Raiders, December 27. 

SCORING ’ ; ’ 4 
Longest Field Goal—54, Nick Lowery, Kansas eo! at Detroit, November 26; Most Paints. Game—19, Norm John- 
son, Seattle vs. Kansas City, September 20 (4 XP, 5 FG). 

FUMBLES é ‘ . 
Most Fumbles—12, Randall Cunningham, Hace) Stl Most Fumbles, Game—S, Willie Totten, Buffalo vs. indi- 
anapolis, October 4; David Walter, Cincinnati at Seattle, October 11; Own Fumbles Recovered—6, Steve Gro- 
gan. New England; Warren Moon, Houston; Randall Cunningham, Philadelphia; Most Qwn Fumbles fi 

ame—3, Dave Krieg, Seattle at Chicago, December 20; Opponents’ Fumbles 5, Brian Noble, Green 

Bay; Longest—77, Mark Jackson, St. Louis vs. New Orleans, October 11 — TD. 


Yards, Game—144, Kevin Clark, Denver vs. San Diego, December 27 (6 returns, 1 TD); Longest—94, Dennis 


McKinnon, Chicago vs. Giants, September 14 — T! 


REVIEW 


Herzeg was upset that the band continued 
to play past I] p.m. So he charged in and 
got in a fight with a Bills’ fan, James 
McDonald. Explained the bride, Aileen 
Stewart, “I couldn't believe it was the gen- 
eral manager of the Houston Oilers. He 
came in and mooned [dropped his trous- 
ers to] the reception twice after complain- 
ing about loud music. After a band mem- 
ber made a wisecrack about the Oilers, 1 
saw arms swinging, my brother on the 
floor and that big guy [Herzeg] hitting my 
husband.” 


The Coach Who Came Closest To 
Playing The Bobo Award—To Sam 
Wyche, whose Bengals were leading the 
49ers, 26-20, with 54 seconds to play and 
only needed to run out the clock from 


their 45-yard line to win. Wyche myste- 
riously elected to run on fourth down 
instead of sending in his punting unit, and 
the Bengals fumbled the ball over to the 
49ers. With two seconds left, Joe Mon- 
tana threw the game-winning TD to Jerry 
Rice. 


The Fightin’ Words of the Year 
Award—To Fred Smerlas, the Buffalo 
Bills’ nose tackle, who promised that evil 
things would befall players who crossed 
picket lines during the NFL strike: 
“They're dead men. Just look at it this 
way: If the truckers went on strike and 
they had scabs come in, how many new lily 
pads would there be in Lake Erie?” 


The Time Traveler of the Year Award 
—To Lawrence Taylor of the Giants, who 
had this reply when he was asked where he 
would go if he could get in a time machine: 
“I'd probably go back to the time when 


, 


Jayne Kennedy was a virgin. That might 
be going back a long way, though.” 


The Best Thoroughly Rotten Review 
Award—To William Taaffe, Sports /llus- 
trated TV critic, who lambasted Frank 
Gifford’s interview with Jack Donlan prior 
to the NFL strike: “Gifford’s cream-puff 
questioning of NFL labor negotiator Jack 
Donlan on August 31 was an embarrass- 
ment, and he seemed il] at ease sharing the 
question-and-answer time with partner Al 
Michaels. Viewers would be better served 
if at halftime Gifford went off to get a 
bratwurst.” 


The At Least He Was Honest Award 
—To Brian Bosworth of the Seahawks, 
who showed up on the Carson show, 
MTV and Good Morning America during 
the NFL strike. When Kathleen Sullivan 
asked Bosworth what he was doing during 
the shutdown, Bosworth said, “I’m just 


trying to stay in the limelight as much as 
possible.” 

The Reach Out And Touch Some- 
one Award—To ESPN, which invited 
viewers to call and voice their feelings on 
the NPL strike. More than 300 people 
phoned the network just to say they were 
undecided. 

The Taunt Victim of the Year Award 
—To Vince Rafferty, a replacement player 
who'd had tryouts with Denver, Dallas 
and Green Bay, while he was practicing 
with the replacement Packers. “Hey Raf- 
ferty.” a Packer veteran yelled, “what are 
you going to put in yourscrapbook? Trans- 
actions?” 

The Legal Eagle ofthe Year Award— 
To former Dallas Cowboy Dextor Clink- 
scale, for filing a $500,000 damage suit in 
San Antonio after an incident in which a 
hotel guest allegedly urinated on Clink- 
scile’s new sports car. 


NFL NONSTRIKE TEAM STATISTICS 


(12 Games) 
Turnover Table American Football Conference 
OFFENSE BUF CIN CLE DEN HOU IND Ke LA MIA NE NY PIT 80 SEA 
WA 
ME Tor RUIN. TOT OIF Games (W-L-T) .. Svetereuriea dts. 660 390 640 831 750 750 460 480 750 660 570 660 57:0 7-50 
Atlanta .......- 13 7 19 -19 Take-Giveaways . a 26/24 18/26 30/18 37/27 30/30 32/25 21/31 23/21 22/27 31/30 17/19 32/29 24/38 31/29 
New Orleans.... 11 9 20 17 24 41 +21 IstDowns ...... i} 244 280 250 269 240 228 219 244 257 224 230 205 213 239 
Buffal ABSA, 24° ule "dee eoures. Total YOs/Gamehii.ystesaevsctaceers ses 3399 3924 3559 3904 365 3327 3143 S486 3715 3123 3084 2793 3082 3094 
13° 18> 231) Se "198 eo2echal Rushing Yds/Game .....-.......seeeeaee 123.8 134.2 1129 1858 1235 1440 1218 1421 97.5 WB 17 1334 828 1483 
18 19 37 6 11 17 -20 Avg. Gain/Rush ........-00eeeeee eee cere 41 40 3.8 39 4.0 43 45 45 3.9 35 37 4.0 33 43 
8 21 29 9 17 2 -3 Passing Yds/Game .........++eerereeeee 216.2 2583 243.0 2646 0 188.7 1925 2065 2740 1915 1968 1459 2253 1612 
7 19% 9267 7 AA) 8S 18 Completion Pct. .......+-..csseeeeseeces 59.6 54.5 61.6 54.0 49.9 §7.0 54.0 §5.6 59.2 55.1 59.5 46.0 $7.5 60.1 
10 15 2 8 12 20 -5 Passing [DSi tavseeass<nreaieerant tse he 19 16 22 19 21 10 16 14 26 20 13 6 1 24 
1414 28 20 13 33 +5 SACKSMiutints ea vie wince sicieaine rotiokre aie’ 27 27 22 24 25 20 39 46 9 29 50 20 28 28 
1314 «27 144 «9 23 -4 Aterceptions: acs csarscccnc re areose 
p y Int tions 11 19 9 14 19 12 14 14 14 7 8 22 22 i) 
Indianapolis .... 13 12 25 19 13 32 +7 3rd Dn. Efficiency .......--+seeeeeee eens 39.3 38.2 411 §2.9 30.6 36.8 422 36.2 442 40.3 40.8 38.2 26.4 49.0 
St. Louls ....... 11 12 23 15 10 25 +2 Net Punting Avg. .......--secererseereee 345 33.5 32.3 33.0 30.8 30.9 32.5 34.8 35.6 29.2 wg 31.4 336 34.0 
LA.Raiders .... 7 14 21 10 13 23 +2 Avg. Punt Return ......---.--+..eeneseee 65 96 11.4 91 6.0 6.0 7.9 75 79 9.6 117 75 12.3 10.9 
Houston ....... 119 30 13 17 30 O Penalties ......... ; 68 80 80 74 89 70 91 92 56 101 89 83 58 
Minnesota ..... 6 17 23 10 24 34 +11 Fo/FQa"s 335.0 2.a0% 10/15 24/30 16/25 18/25 20/26 24/27 19/23 18/27 10/14 15/25 16/22 21/28 13/22 14/19 
Kansas City ..... 17 14 31 12 9 21 -10 Total Points ac stdeise sien meteinylnsitd aan es 1 259 326 31 283 23 235, 215 300 
Pillsburgh 2.22. pb me WB s3 DEFENSE 
ittsburgh ...... + 
NY Giants... 15 18 33 7 WW 24 -9 OpphPolnst wosenesiae ance Weare 41)» S168 214 «= 217" 3B) 219 274 9 285 A(t 
Miami ......... 1314 #27 #13 22 -5 Opp. ist Downs ...... 235 225 218 225 247 223 275 206 262 240 242 246 243 242 
NewEngiand ... 13 17 30 14 17 31 +4 Opp. Yds/Game ...... 3233 3175 «308.3 «3235 «| 3578 «= 3165 5 2022 «3699 96-3356 «| 3426 «| 413-3525 «3559 
Washington .... 16 15 31 7 21 28 -3 Opp. Rush Yds/Game . 1288 1113 9619 1366 1372 1159 1486 1004 1545 1118 1183 1058 1403 1393 
Philadelphia .... 13 12 25 22 18 40 +15 Avg. Gain/Rush ...... 3.8 39 3.8 47 43 39 42 3.3 46 36 38 34 41 47 
Sanfrancisco... 10 11 21 9 20 29 +8 Opp. Rush TDs ....... 8 14 7 13 9 § 9 8 16 11 11 7 14 1 
Seattle ...... 4 15 29 17 #14 #31 +2 Opp. Pass Yds/Game . 1945 2062 2123 1869 2207 2006 2199 1918 2154 2238 2243 2355 2123 2166 
San Diego 16 38 13 #411 «24 -14 Completion Pct. ...... $8.1 574 54.1 57.3 54.3 51.5 52.4 61.0 55.5 55.0 60.8 53.8 57.6 
Denver ... 13 14 27 #13 24 37 +10 Passing TDs ......... 20 19 13 13 22 16 20 15 15 15 22 18 15 7 
Cleveland 9 9 18 10 20 30 +12 SackS qatwes sone astes 30 30 28 27 25 27 27 33 16 36 23 23 34 30 
Opp. Net Punt Avg. ... 34.2 33.3 30.9 34.2 “5 31.2 341 36.6 33.8 32.3 31.4 33:3 92.8 H3 
Opp. Punt Ret. Avg. ... 57 6.1 4.6 8.5 11.8 10.7 93 72 5.5 98 42 104 10.6 83 
Opp. 3rd Dn. Efficiency 38.2 40.6 37.0 33.1 WA 40.7 43.5 41.0 46.2 36:5 38.2 KS 38.4 432 
Team Efficiency OFFENSE ATL CHY«=sODAL.s«SséOET.~«Ss—‘siSBSCi‘i ASSN )=ONO)SONY~—s PHLSSsOSTL«C ‘ésSF!s~——s«=STC'’”SCs«SWWAASS 
Games(W-L=T)) ose aise ss congener sees, 2-10-00 93-0 57:0 390 381 57-0 840 10:20 66-0 & 6-6-0 10-20 2-100 84-0 
Offense Take-GiveawayS .............- .. 19/38 17/37 32/31 26/29 33/28 20/25 34/23 41/20 24/33 40/25 25/23 29/21 23/27 28/31 
TSUIDOWNSScel ai ane css teers i 175 260 242 221 196 228 245 237 220 234 271 229 240 
OFF. RUSH PASS OFF Total Yds/Game .........-.... .. 2726 3539 3388 2992 2923 3151 347.3 3297 3291 3423 3718 3954 3078 3692 
PLAYS AVG. AVG. AVG. Rushing Yds/Game . . of 946 1303 122.9 93 1107 1389 1518 1426 1004 1424 1173 1363 872 1332 
1. Miami 779 387 689 572 Avg. Gain/Rush . . 4 41 3.9 37 40 43 3.3 44 4.0 4.4 3.5 42 
De SaniFrancisccimeink B42 411 700 564 Passing Yds/Game 1780 2236 2159 2059 181.7 1762 1956 187.1 2287 1999 2545 2692 2206 236.0 
3. Cleveland vr e376 703 551 Completion Pct 49.1 57.5 58.0 5 §3,2 51.9 57.5 54.7 59.1 63.7 §22 51.1 
1 Washington... "Bid 424 «651 546 fessin TDs . 12 17 14 12 12 11 18 18 22 23 24 37 19 23 
5. Denver ....-. ‘60 392 688 5.45 np are SE ieee ee Rae ac te EE Me A tet Os 
8. Cincinnati 869 400 664 542 Interceptions ................. Se 25 19 18 21 14 15 17 9 18 12 12 ul 14 15 
7ivonstona. eee "78 403 656 536 3rd Dn. Efficiency ............. 25 31.9 39.9 36.5 32.2 29.8 37.8 39.5 41.6 37.0 30.5 7.6 46.5 418 38.7 
8 LA Raiders... «6797 «452 «590 525 Net Punting Avg. .............- 2 31.9 2 34.2 8 34.2 36.2 31.9 35.6 32.5 32.0 30.2 334 283 34.7 
9. Kansas City ... ' 553 4350 578 522 Avg. Punt Return .........-..-- 8.0 10.1 9.3 10.9 6.2 7.4 11.5 13.6 91 5.2 125 #119 89 7.8 
10. Chicago ... B19 406 618 519 PénaltieStass saa cacicutcaseds byes 74 100 72 1 75 71 85 74 86 79 63 86 63 
11. Minnesota 803 435 611 519 foi aa eI 9/13, 19/28 22/25 20/32 14/22 13/16 13/24 28/36 17427 16/26 13/22 13/17 14/18 15/22 
12. St. Louis -. 866 401 593 515 plalipoints y 4 oie ee 22-308 
Rhea oo A AS by 
. New Orieans 
; eet ea Opp. Points 963-253-289 255 «279 85232 207 BBB 187 0G 2S 
ene ere conep eedey op Opp. 1st Downs 293 213 «= 29's S038 203 2408148 
803 332 624 492 Opp. Yds/Game ... 4038 3003 3373 3648 3251 3425 3260 3222 232 3442 3430 2752 3469 3448 
755 332 593 490 Opp. Rush Yds/Gam 180.7 96.1 1066 1438 1301 1153 1098 106.0 96.6 978 861294 1103 1489 1143 
Py Bian Se fy | Av-Ganitu ob Me ew a ee 
Lar Me AON Sis | ae - Opp. Pass Yds/Game 232 2042 2307 2209 «1950 2273 «2163 2162 1966 2463 2139 1648 1980 2304 
ited 681 416 524 480 Completion Pct. ............. 54.1 52.0 52.2 56.6 61.1 §5.6 66.1 §3.1 58.4 §3.9 54.7 48.8 4 54:2 
76 352 553 476 Passing TDs .... 20 22 7 16 12 22 23 22 15 24 22 8 g 7 
806 352 576 465 sat s 11 47 33 30 29 28 34 39 51 45 37 27 26 38 
755 381 537 465 pp. Net Punt Avg. .......... Saha 34.7 325 35.1 30.3 35.3 33.4 32.3 29.8 31.0 33.4 33.1 33.6 345 34.0 
883 407 548 465 Opp: PuntiRetiAval tes cay <5 aap cowapeta 13.2 15.4 7.2 47 79 8.1 10.0 5.9 15.2 6.5 12.3 73 14.6 67 
808 372 527 458 Opp. 3rd Dn. Efficiency ...........-...06- §2.5 36.7 421 39.1 42.0 35.2 39.5 33.8 30.9 29.9 42.3 30.2 47.8 315 
769 399 476 4.36 
NFC ! AFC 
paisa ATL CHI DAL DET GB LA MIN NO NY PHL STL SF TBWAS BUF CIN CLE DEN HOU IND KC LA MIA NE WY PIT SD SEA 
james (W-L-T) ..............- Zee 3 SBP 2524 BS) IS Gets, ae eee Opie 4 
Take-Giveaway Dif. ... tesnel, 920) 14) 48) 28) 2T) 4" 4 9248) 2100 46 18 10 33 3 5 ri " 5 6 at HF ¢ 3 0 
rl PASS ee 1st Downs/Game ..... oats 28) 5's AMP22. (27/19) 188 15923 1G) BP WMS ASM! Ge it. Ape) OOPS DAE SiO) 1G pete 25 «(14 
; A es Ie Total Yds/Game .... 220628) UB) 14t 525) 260 1B) 10) 16s A?) 12> 4 Ay 524) BETIS 92" sven SBre eT 5D SOL Ot 5 2 27 23 21 
3 Sao apa pusiing Visibaie :, . 2 13 16 22" 2 We 4, 123) 85. AG BS 2% 12: dds 101 20% 89) 15) G84 1 56, 26 evi). Ha 2) 
“5 th ieee Sa] vg. Gain/Rush ...... s PZe Ale 7 24213) Si) 1S 27s ONT 145 29 6 8 15 22 18 12 4 1 2 25 2 16 2 56 
a Speh eee) bet Passing Yds/Game . . 2 10 14 16 24 19 Be WF Sy 92) 2b FH AS, 33) TG) o4he Ti! 22" (2) 15) Sih 20) tet (28's semaer 
= vee Te Completion Pct. .... 5 4h Bi AS25121 VSS IS oe iene tt 24 4) AB) 2) AQ 26. 12: 19) 14) SBE Ibi “Sr 28) 8) og 
: ae en eee eee eee eee eek ce 
y Cert ; 1 16 4 14 
Hh 4 oe aan Interceptions ... S2BVE22 2015259 SOI1S ys M8 OOD NIG Gs a uetOl 15 4 2) 7Bir22) 6 19) TS) cSt BL A Ps 26 15 
* Sf Ge 3rd Dn. Efficienc' » 244A 20 2B A AT AZ! 7 19 2B AS, 3° NB, 4 PASE AG: eB hy 185,20 SACABs APIO 70! “7S aR: oe 
10 413, 265 504 a pais Avg. 219 EDL ot etDT2 22h SY 616). 20u 26 era LORS: a7, Br 13° 18> 15: 25). 24 AT BP Gi 27) Bo eR tee 
11, Clevelang TOT Ata beey ha Ave Fant etum 2 1% 10. 18° 9-25 23) 6) (A 44) 2h 2. 4p 16) (20 24) “42? by 27> 26) AB) 22 AB 8S) Bh SO 
AB Mhinesota “sabes fd 399 884 B05 Fred Goal Pot... BV oak Sa YD me 0 Bole 68 8 1 3 em 4 me 
| Ota ay wee aati ‘ y ; 1 Wee <n 1 
ist eT eee yee a Ae a ao Points/Game ..............0.5 28:11 17) 25 27. 16 5) 2 99) 6 8) Ae 28) BB. 5) 3" de SHOP 20) 21 122) ta DS) ea! oy 
ict Westingh airy ae a 33 pe at) DEFENSE 
‘\Dallasoc sc. esconees i . . Opp. Points/Game ............ 284 AI 23.248 12) AB AS) Wy 1G) 522) PL AU eSn 8 8 27) 3 4 26 2:20) (5 16) 18° 19 10° 1% 14 
VP. Pittsburgh .....2.... m5 340 671 5.15 Opp. 1st Downs/Game .-....... 2 4«11«Ok COG 14 2 16 1 2 1 113 10 5 ein ehe 18 18 2 21 19 
19. Tampa Bay . 6805 428 6.14 517 Opp. Rush Yds/Game ihe esate 58 { 5 5 3 7 4 f 3 i Hf 0 56 13 7 ni 3 ‘i a BS 5s 2 i 2B 6 ° 5 B 
ee a en ee eee eee eee eee eee 
20 624 5) 5 ; 2 16 7 2 16 
Mee Re aaa | | eaten oe eas i ehnreeas es at all eg eg a ee 
24, L.A. Rams ........... 762 420 630 5.39 Passing TDs . 18 21 12 10 2 21 27 21 5 2B 
25 ADetroiticeaertreeree: 801 437 653 546 Sacks oa feie2e i SetOG2) Bate idl at tee IPE Teme he oe 8 
26) Midi eases 804 460 645 552 Opp. Net Punt Avg. ............ 5 10 2% 2 2 1% 8 1 4 2 oT eB or Ane cheitaat 1S ont Nene auth Mele 
Bb: Miatnidedaesecenceesr B04 4 0) G9 65.02 Dons Net nk VOL rea BUS 27 6 8 1 ae BT B® 139° 3.21 24. 5 3% 8 9 7 4s 6 
. NAVOs cae Ganes sent 16 24 11 8 5 2 15 23) 
28; Seattle... isa saa 762 471 639 5.60 Opp. 3rd Dn. Efficiency ........ Be 1 VeeeG? 21" Sz Tr GS 23 av 4141 1 12 6 8 ‘6 % 20 Ps 1b 3 % is i 


Nonstrike Stats Courtesy Pro Footbal] Weekly 


ed 
SS SS ee eee ee ee ee SSS Se eee, 
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NFL REGULAR SEASON PLAY 


BUFFALO (7-8) CINCINNATI (4-11) CLEVELAND (10-5) DENVER (10-4-1) 
N.Y. Jets 31 W) 23 at Indianapolis 21 th 21 at New Orleans 8 () 40 Seattle 17 
Houston 30 {ty 26 San Francisco 27 W) 34 Pittsburgh 10 T) 17 at Green Bay, OT 17 
at Dallas canceled at L.A. Rams canceled Denver canceled at Cleveland canceled 
Indianapolis 47 *(L) 9 San Diego 10 *(W) 20 at New England 10 *(L) 10 Houston 40 
at New England 14 *(W) 17 at Seattle 10 *(L) 10 Houston 15 A WW 30 L.A. Raiders 14 
AM ER | CAN N.Y. Giants, OT 3 *(L) 0 Cleveland 34 | Ww 34 at Cincinnati 0 "(W) 26 at Kansas City 17 
at Miami, OT 31 L) 20 at Pittsburgh 23 W) 30 L.A. Rams 17 L) 27 at Minnesota 34 
FOOTBALL Washington 27 L) 29 Houston 31 L) 24 atSanDiego, OT 27 W) 34 Detroit 0 
Denver 14 L) 14 Miami 20 W) 38 Atlanta 3 L) 14 at Buffalo 21 
at Cleveland 27 W) 16 at Atlanta 10 W) 27 — Buffalo 21 W) 31 Chicago 29 
CONFERENCE at N.Y. Jets 14 L) 16 — Pittsburgh 30 W) 40  atHouston 7 W) 23 at L.A. Raiders 17 
Miami 0 L) 20 at N.Y. Jets 27 L) 24 at San Francisco 38 W) 31 at San Diego 17 
at L.A. Raiders 34 W) 30 Kansas City, OT 27 L) 7 — Indianapolis 9 W) 31 New England 20 
at Indianapolis 3 L) 24 at Cleveland 38 38 Cincinnati 24 L) 21 at Seattle 28 
New En ils ie L) 24 hid Orleans a yy aa at et Mie “i Wi a bela City i 
at Philadelphia L) 17 at Houston at Pittsbu an Diego 
*STRIKE GAME ; = 3 
HOUSTON (9-6 INDIANAPOLIS (9-6 KANSAS CITY (4-11 LOS ANGELES RAIDERS (5-10) MIAMI (8-7) 
W) 20 LA. ron 6 L) 21. Cincinnati igs) 23 W) 20 San Diego } 13 MW 20 at Green Bay 0 (L) 21 at New a 28 
L) 30 at Buffalo 34 L) 10 Miami 23 L) 14 at Seattle 43 W) 27 Detroit 7 (W) 23 at Indianapolis 10 
L.A. Raiders canceled at St. Louis canceled Minnesota canceled at Houston canceled N.Y. Giants canceled 
*(W) 40 at Denver 10 *(W) 47 at Buffalo 6 *(L) 17  atL.A. Raiders 35 *(W) 35 Kansas City 17 *(L) 20 at Seattle 24 
“f Ww 15 at Cleveland 10 *(W) 6 N.Y. Jets 0 *(L) 0 at Miami 42 “(L) 14 at Denver 30 "(W) 42 Kansas City 0 
*(L) 7 New England 21 *(L) 7 — at Pittsburgh 21 *(L) 17 Denver 26 *(L) 17 San Diego 23 ° (} 31 at N.Y. Jets, OT 37 
W) 37 Atlanta 33 W) 30 New England 16 L) 21 at San Diego 42 L) 13 Seattle 35 L) 31 Buffalo, OT 34 
W) 31 at Cincinnati 29 W) 19 at N.Y. Jets 14 L) 28 at Chicago 31 L) 23 at New England 26 W) 35 Pittsburgh _ 24 
L) 20 at San Francisco 27 L) 13 San Diego 16 L) 16 Pittsburg) 17 L) 20 at Minnesota 31 W) 20 at Cincinnati 14 
W) 23 at Pittsburgh 3 W) 40 — at Miami 21 L) 9 NY. Jets 16 L) 14 at San Diego 16 L) 21 — Indianapolis 40 
L) 7 Cleveland 40 L) 0 at New England 24 L) 3 Green Bay 23 L) 17 Denver 23 W) 20 at Dallas 14 
L) 27 at Indianapolis 51 W) 51 Houston 27 W) 27 at Detroit 20 Wh} 37 _—at Seattle 14 L) 0 at Buffalo 27 
W) 33 San Diego 18 W) 9 at Cleveland 7 L) 27 at Cincinnati, OT 30 W) 34 Buffalo 21 W) 37 N.Y. Jets 28 
L) 10 at New Orleans 24 L) 3 Buffalo 27 W) 16 L.A. Raiders 10 L) 10 at Kansas City 16 W) 28 at Philadelphia 10 
W) 24 Pittsburgh 16 W) 20 at San Diego 7 L) 17 at Denver 20 L) 17 Cleveland 24 W) 23 Washington 21 
W) 21 Cincinnati 17 W) 24 Tampa Bay 6 W) 41 Seattle 20 L) 3 Chicago 6 L) 10 New England 24 
NEW ENGLAND (8-7) NEW YORK JETS (6-9) PITTSBURGH (8-7) SAN DIEGO (87) SEATTLE (9-6) 
W) 28 Miami 21 W) 31 at Buffalo, 28 W) 30 San Francisco 17 {W 13 at Kansas City 20 fy) 17 at Denver 40 
L) 24 atN.Y. Jets 43 W) 43 New England 24 L) 10 at Cleveland 34 W) 28 St. Louis 24 W) 43 Kansas City 14 
at Washington canceled at Pittsburgh canceled N.Y. Jets canceled Seattle canceled at San Diego canceled 
*(L) 10 Cleveland 20 *(L) 24 Dallas 38 *(W) 28 at Atlanta 12 *(W) 10 at Cincinnati 9 “(W) 24 Miami 20 
*(W) 14 Buffalo 7 *(L) 0 at Indianapolis 6 *(L) 21  atL.A. Rams 31 *(W) 17 at Tampa Bay 13 *(L) 10 Cincinnati 17 
*(W) 21 at Houston yk *(W) 37 Miami, 0 31 ‘| Ww 21 Indianapolis 7 *(W) 23 at L.A. Raiders 17 “(W) 37 at Detroit 14 
L) 16 at Indianapolis 30 L) 16 at Washington 17 W) 23 — Cincinnati 20 W) 42 Kansas City 21 W) 35 at L.A. Raiders 13 
W) 26 L.A. Raiders 23 L) 14 — Indianapolis 19 L) 24 at Miami 35 W) 27 Cleveland, OT 24 W) 28 Minnesota 17 
L) 10 atN.Y. Giants 17 W) 30 Seattle 14 W) 17 at Kansas City 16 W) 16 at Indianapolis 13 L) 14 at NY. Jets 30 
L) 17 Dallas, OT 23 W) 16 at Kansas City 9 L) 3 Houston 23 W) 16 LA. Raiders 14 v} 24 ‘Green Bay 13 
W) 24 Indianapolis L) 14 Buffalo 17 W) 30 at Cincinnati 16 L) 3 at Seattle 34 W) 34 — San Diego 3 
L) 31 Philadelphia, OT 34 W) 27 — Cincinnati 20 L) 16 New Orleans 20 L) 17 Denver 31 tt 14 L.A. Raiders 37 
L) 20 at Denver 31 L) 28 at Miami 37 Ww 13 Seattle 9 L) 18 at Houston 33 L) 9 at Pittsburgh 13 
W) 42 NY. Jets 20 L) 20 at New England 42 W) 20 at San Diego 16 L) 16 — Pittsburgh 20 W) 28 Denver 21 
W) 13 at Buffalo 7 L) 27 Philadelphia 38 L) 16 at Houston 24 L) 7 Indianapolis 20 W) 34 at Chicago 21 
W) 24 — at Miami 10 L) 7  atN.Y. Giants 20 L) 13 Cleveland 19 L) 0 at Denver 24 L) 20 at Kansas City 41 
ATLANTA (3-12) é CHICAGO (1-4) DALLAS (7-8) DETROIT (4-11) 
10 at Tampa Bay 48 W) 34 N.Y. Giants 19 ty) 13° at St Louis 24 ft} 19 at Minnesota 34 
21 Washington 20 WW 20 Tampa Bay 3 W) 16 at N.Y. Giants 14 L) 7 atL.A. Raiders a7 
at New Orleans canceled at Detroit canceled Buffalo canceled Chicago canceled 
12 ‘Pittsburgh 2 *(W) 35 — at Philadelphia 3 fe We 38 at N.Y. Jets 24 a i 27 ~—- Tampa al 31 
N ATION AL 17‘ San Francisco 25 4 W 27 ~—“ Minnesota 7 *(W) 41 Philadelphia 22 *(W) 19 at Green Bay. OT 16 
24 L.A. Rams 20 *(L) 17 New Orleans 19 i 7 Washington 13 *(L) 14 Seattle 37 
F O OT B ALL 33 at Houston 37 W) 27 at Tampa Bay 26 L) 20 at Philadelphia 37 L) 33 Green Bay 34 
0 New Orleans 38 W) 31 Kansas City 28 W) 33  N_Y. Giants 24 L) 0 at Denver 34 
3 at Cleveland 38 W) 26 at Green Bay 24 L) 17 at Detroit 27 ) 27 Dallas 7 
CO N FER ENCE 10 Cincinnati 16 L) 29 at Denver 31 W) 23  atNewEngland,OT 17 L) 13 at Washington 20 
13 at Minnesota 24 W) 30 Detroit 10 L) 14 Miami 20 L) 10 at Chicago ae 
21 St. Louis 34 W) 23 Green Bay 10 L) 38 Minnesota, OT 44 L) 20 Kansas City 27 
21 at Dallas 10 W) 30 at Minnesota 24 L) 10 Atlanta 21 L) 16 L.A. Rams 37 
0 atL.A. Rams 33 L) 0 at San Francisco 41 L) 20 at Washington 24 W) 20 at Tampa Bay 10 
7 at San Francisco 35 L) 21 Seattle 34 My 29 at L.A. Rams 21 L) 14 Minnesota 17 
“STRIKE GAME 13 Detroit 30 ) 6 atL.A. Raiders 3 W) 21 St, Louis 16 ) 30 atAtlanta 13 
GREEN BAY (5-9-1) LOS ANGELES RAMS (6-9) MINNESOTA (8-7) NEW ORLEANS (12-3) NEW YORK GIANTS (6-9) 
7 0 _L.A. Raiders 20 tt 16 at Houston 20 WW 34 ~—— Detroit 19 W) 28 Cleveland 21 L) 19 at Chicago 34 
T) 17 Denver, OT 17 L) 16 Minnesota 21 W) 21 at L.A. Rams 16 L) 17 at Philadelphia 27 L) 14 Dallas 16 
at Tampa Bay canceled Cincinnati canceled at Kansas City canceled Atlanta canceled at Miami canceled 
*(W) 23 at Minnesota 16 *(L) 10 at New Orleans 37 *(L) 16 Green Bay 23 *(W) 37 L.A. Rams 10 *(L) 21 San Francisco 4) 
*(L) 16 Detroit, OT 19 *(W) 31 Pittsburgh 21 *(L) 7  atChicago 27 *(L) 19 at St. Louis 24 *(L) 12 Washington 38 
= 16 Philadelphia, OT 10 *(L) 20 at Atlanta 24 *(L) 10 at Tampa Bay 20 *(W) 19 at Chicago 17 *(L) 3 at Buffalo, OT 6 
W) 34 at Detroit 33 L) 17 at Cleveland 30 W) 34 Denver 27 L) 22 San Francisco 24 W) 30 — St. Louis 7 
L) 17 Tampa Bay 23 L) 10 San Francisco 31 L) 17 at Seattle 28 W) 38 at Atlanta 0 L) 24 at Dallas 33 
L) 24 Chicago 26 L) 14 New Orleans 31 W) 31 L.A. Raiders 20 W) 31 at L.A. Rams 14 W) 17 New England 10 
L) 13 at Seattle — 24 W) 27 at St. Louis 24 W) 23 Tampa Bay 17 W) 26 at San Francisco 24 W) 20 at Philadelphia 17 
W) 23 at Kansas City 3 W) 30 at Washington 26 W) 24 Atlanta 13 W) 23 NY. Giants 14 L) 14 — at New Orleans 23 
L) 10 at Chicago 23 W) 35 Tampa Bay 3 W) 44 at Dallas, OT 38 W) 20 at Pittsburgh 16 L) 19 at Washington 23 
L) 12 San Francisco 23 W) 37 at Detroit 16 L) 24 Chicago 30 W) 44 Tampa Bay 34 W) 23 Philadelphia 20 
W) 16 Minnesota 10 W) 33 Atlanta 0 L) 10 at Green Bay 16 W) 24 — Houston 10 L) 24 at St. Louis 27 
t} 10 at N.Y. Giants 20 t} 21 ‘Dallas . 29 W) 17 at Detroit 14 W) 41 at Cincinnati 24 W) 20 Green Bay 10 
L) 24 at New Orleans 33 L) 0 at San Francisco 48 L) 24 Washington, OT 27 W) 33 Green Bay 24 W) 20 N.Y. Jets 7 
PHILADELPHIA (7-8) ST. LOUIS (7-8) SAN FRANCISCO (13-2 TAMPA BAY (4-11 WASHINGTON (11-4 
tt) 24 at Washington 34 ) 24 Dallas 13 {Ww 17 at Pitsburan 30 W) 48 Atlanta (en) 10 W) 34 Ea ata eea 24 
W) 27 New Orleans. L) 24 at San Diego 28 W) 27 at Cincinnati 26 L) 3. atChicago 20 L) 20 at Atlanta 21 
3 at San Francisco canceled Indianapolis canceled Philadelphia canceled Green Bay canceled New England canceled 
5 L) 3 Chicago 35 *(L) 21 at Washington 28 *(W) 41 at N.Y. Giants 21 *(W) 31 at Detroit 27 “(W) 28 = St. Louis 21 
L) 22 at Dallas 41 *(W) 24 New Orleans. 19 *(W) 25 at Atlanta 17 *(L) 13 San Diego 17 *(W) 38 at NLY. Giants 12 
*(L) 10 at Green Bay, OT 16 *(L) 28 at San Francisco 34 *(W) 34 — St. Louis 28 *(W) 20 Minnesota 10 *(W) 13 at Dallas 7 
W) 37 Dallas 20 L) 7  atN.y. Giants 30 W) 24 at New Orleans 22 L) 26 Chicago 27 W) 17 ~~ NLY. Jets 16 
W) 28 at St. Louis 23 L) 23 Philadelphia 28 W) 31 at L.A. Rams 10 W) 23 at Green Bay 17 W) 27 at Buffalo 7 
W) 31 Washington 27 W) 31 Tampa Bay 28 W) 27 Houston 20 L) 28 atSt. Louis 31 L) 27 at Philadelphia 31 
L) 17 N.Y. Giants 20 L) 24 L.A. Rams 27 L) 24 New Orleans 26 L) 17 at Minnesota 23 ) 20 Detroit 13 
L) 19 St. Louis 31 W) 31 at Philadelphia 19 W) 24 at Tampa Bay 10 L) 10 San Francisco 24 i) 26 A. IS 30 
W) 34 atNewEngland,OT 31 W) 34 at Atlanta 21 W) 38 Cleveland 24 L) 3  atL.A. Rams 35 23 N.Y. Giants 19 
L) 20 atN.Y.Giants,OT . 23 L) 17 Washington 34 W) 23 at Green Bay 12 L) 34 at New Orleans 44 W) 34 at St. Louis 7 
L) 10 Miami 28 W) 27 N.Y. Giants 24 W) 41 Chicago 0 L) 10 Detroit 20 W) 24 Dallas 20 
Ww 38 at N.Y. Jets 27 W) 31 at Tampa Bay 14 W) 35 Atlanta 7 L) 14 St. Louis 31 L) 2% at Miami 23 
W) 17 ‘Buffalo 7 L) 16 at Dallas 21 W) 48 L.A. Rams 0 L) 6 at Indianapolis 24 W) 27 at Minnesota, OT 24 
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NFL POST-SEASON PLAY 


AFC 


OILERS SEAHAWKS COLTS sia BRONCOS 


(9-6) (9-6) (9-6) 


Denver 34 


(10-4-1) (11-4) 


REDSKINS BEARS 
(11-4) — (13-2) (8-7) (12-3) 


NFC 


ASERS VIKINGS SAINTS 


Washington 21 


Houston 23 


Houston 10 


Indianapolis 24 


Seattle 20 


Cleveland 38 


AFC WILD-CARD GAME 
OILERS 23, SEAHAWKS 20 


Seattle ........ 73 3 7 0 — 20 
Houston ....... 310 7 0 3 — 23 
FIRST QUARTER 


Sea — Largent 20 pass from Krieg (Johnson kick), 3:16 
Hou — FG Zendejas 47, 11:16 


SECOND QUARTER 
Hou — Rozier 1 run (Zendejas kick), 1:43 
Hou — FG Zendejas 49, 8:11 
Sea — FG Johnson 33, 11:50 


THIRD QUARTER 
Sea — FG Johnson 41, 6:47 . : 
ols Drewery 29 pass from Moon (Zendejas kick), 
12: 


FOURTH QUARTER 
Sea — Largent 12 pass from Krieg (Johnson kick), 14:34 


OVERTIME 
Hou — FG Zendejas 32. 8:05 
A — 49,622 


AFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFFS 
BROWNS 38, COLTS 21 


Indianapolis ....... fo Ol Ot — 2 
Cleveland ......... 7 7 717 — 38 
FIRST QUARTER 


Cle — Byner 10 pass from Kosar (Bahr kick), 6:46 
Ind — Beach 2 pass from Trudeau (Biasucci kick), 12:44 


SECOND QUARTER 
Cle — Langhorne 39 pass from Kosar (Bahr kick), 13:09 
erg Dickerson 19 pass from Trudeau (Biasucci kick), 


THIRD QUARTER 
Cle — Byner 2 run (Bahr kick), 13:04 


FOURTH QUARTER 
Cle — FG Bahr 22. 3:51 ' 
Cle — Brennan 2 pass from Kosar (Bahr kick), 11:16 
Ind — Bentley 1 run (Biasucci kick), 13:53 
ap Minnifield 48 interception return (Bahr kick), 


14:21 
A — 78,586 


AFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFFS 
BRONCOS 34, OILERS 10 


Houston .......... 03 07— 10 
Denver ........... 1410 3 7 — 34 
FIRST QUARTER 


Den — Lang 1 run (Karlis kick), 6:19 
Den — Kay 27 pass from Elway (Karlis kick), 13:34 


SECOND QUARTER 
Den — FG Karlis 43, 3:20 
Hou — FG Zendejas 46, 9:03 
Den — Kay 1 pass from Elway (Karlis kick), 13:08 


THIRD QUARTER 
Den — FG Karlis 23, 2:29 


FOURTH QUARTER 
Hou — Givins 19 pass from Moon (Zendajas kick), 6:38 
— > Elway 3 run (Karlis kick), 10:33 


Denver 38 


Cleveland 33 


WASHINGTON 
42 


DENVER 
10 


SUPER BOWL 
REDSKINS 42, BRONCOS 10 
Washington ....... 035 0 7 — 42 
Denveriee aascaisicac. 10 0 0 O — 10 
FIRST QUARTER 


Den — Nattiel Pe from Elway (Karlis kick), 1:57 
Den — FG Karlis 24, 5:51 


SECOND QUARTER 
Was — Sanders 80 pass from Williams (Haji-Sheikh 


kick) : 
3 — Clark 37 pass from Williams (Haji-Sheikh kick), 


Was — Smith 58 run (Haji-Sheikh kick), 8:33 

Was — Sanders 50 pass from Williams (Haji-Sheikh 
kick), 11:18 

wad Didier 8 pass from Williams (Haji-Sheikh kick), 


FOURTH QUARTER 
Was — Smith 4 run (Haji-Sheikh kick), 1:51 
A — 73,302 


NFC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
REDSKINS 17, VIKINGS 10 


Minnesota ........ 0 7 0 3 — 10 
Washington ....... 703 7—17 
FIRST QUARTER 


Was — Bryant 42 pass from Williams (Haji-Sheikh 
kick), 10: 


SECOND QUARTER 
Min — Lewis 23 pass from Wilson (C. Nelson kick), 13:00 


THIRD QUARTER 
Was — FG Haji-Sheikh 28, 10:30 


FOURTH QUARTER 
Min — FG C. Nelson 18, 4:54 
Was — Clark 7 pass from Williams (Haji-Sheikh kick), 


9:45 
A— 55,212 


AFC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
BRONCOS 38, BROWNS 33 
Cleveland ......... 0321 9 — 33 
Denverir caducise sats 14 710 7 — 38 
FIRST QUARTER 


Oen — Nattiel 8 pass from Elway (Karlis kick), 3:38 
Den — Sewell 1 run (Karlis kick), 11:06 


SECOND QUARTER 
Cle — FG Bahr 24, 1:41 
Den — Lang 1 run (Karlis kick), 6:59 


THIRD QUARTER 
Cle — Langhorne 18 pass from Kosar (Bahr kick), 3:44 
Den — Jackson 80 pass from Elway (Karlis kick), 5:03 
Cle — Byner 32 pass from Kosar (Bahr kick), 8:10 
Cle — Byner 4 run (Bahr kick), 11:15 
Den — FG Karlis 38. 14:50 


FOURTH QUARTER 
Cle — re 4 pass from Kosar (Bahr kick), 4:12 
Den — Winder 20 pass from Elway (Karlis kick), 10:59 
nS Sees Horan ran out of end zone, 14: 


Washington 17 


Minnesota 10 


Minnesota 44 


Chicago 17 


Minnesota 36 
New Orleans 10 


San Francisco 24 


NFC WILD-CARD GAME 


VIKINGS 44, SAINTS 10 
Minnesota ........ 10 21 310 — 44 
New Orleans ...... 7 3 0 0 — 10 

FIRST QUARTER ~ 


NO — Martin 10 pass from Hebert (Andersen kick), 1:23 


Min — FG C. Nelson 42, 6:59 
Min — Carter 84 punt return (C. Nelson kick), 11:57 


SECOND QUARTER 
Min — Jordan 5 pass from Wilson (C. Nelson kick), 3:19 
Min — Carter 10 pass from Rice (C. Nelson kick), 8:50 
NO — FG Andersen 40, 11:54 
bee Jones 44 pass from Wilson (C. Nelson kick), 


THIRD QUARTER 
Min — FG C. Nelson 32, 13:45 


FOURTH QUARTER 
Min — FG C. Nelson 19. 7:46 
Min — Dozier 8 run (C. Nelson kick), 13:14 
A — 68.127 


NFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFFS 


VIKINGS 36, 49ERS 24 
Minnesota ........ 3.17 10 6 — 36 
San Francisco ..... 3.014 7 — 24 

FIRST QUARTER 


Min — FG C. Nelson 21, 5:43 
SF — FG Wersching 43, 13:23 


_ SECOND QUARTER 
Min — Hilton 7 pass from W. Wilson (C. Nelson kick), 


2: 

Min — FG C. Nelson 23, 6:33 

Lh Rutland 45 interception return (C. Nelson kick). 
THIRD QUARTER 

Sig Fuller 48 interception return (Wersching kick), 

ete Jones 5 pass from W. Wilson (C. Nelson kick). 


SF — Young 5 run (Wersching kick), 10:59 
Min — FG C. Nelson 40, 13:38 


FOURTH QUARTER 
Min — FG C. Nelson 46, 3:21 
i, Frank 16 pass from Young (Wersching kick), 


Min — FG C. Nelson 23, 14:33 
A — 62.547 


NFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFFS 
REDSKINS 21, BEARS 17 


Washington ....... 0147 0 — 21 
Chicago .......... tT 3) 0) — 17 
FIRST QUARTER 


Chi — Thomas 2 run (Butler kick), 8:37 


SECOND QUARTER 
Chi — Morris 14 pass from McMahon (Butler kick), 6:54 
Was — Rogers 3 run (Haji-Sheikh kick), 10:09 
LS Didier 18 pass from Williams (Haji-Sheikh kick). 


THIRD QUARTER 
Was — Green 52 punt return (Haji-Sheikh kick), 3:20 
Chi — feeascy 5, 10:13 


REVIEW 


The Hey, You’ve Got To Have Your 
Priorities Straight Award, Part I—To 
Vance Johnson of the Denver Broncos, 
who was fined $500 by coach Dan Reeves 
for missing a treatment session because he 
opted to film a Three Amigos video. 


The Pro Football Restaurant Owner 
of the Year Award—To Steve Locke. a 
Chicago restaurateur, who got the job of 
feeding the Bears the night before they 
played Washington in the NFC playoffs. 
Locke decided to serve alligator meat. say- 
ing, “J think alligator meat is to the Bears 
as spinach is to Popeye. ... You are what 
you eat. Thisshould make them mean and 
nasty like an alligator.” The next day, the 
Bears got whipped by the Redskins. 


The So Much For Heroes Award— 
To Timmy Smith of the Washington Red- 
skins. After rushing for a Super Bowl 
record 204 yards in Washington’s 42-10 
victory over Denver, the Redskins run- 
ning back was nailed for failing to make 
$6,000 in child-support payments. 


The Retirement Speech of the Year 
Award—To Dennis Harrah of the Los 
Angeles Rams, who had this to say about 
Mark Gastineau of the Jets; “Who's the 
biggest —— in the league? Oh, 
yeah, Mark Gastineau. I'd rather have 
people think about me what they have 
than what they think about a guy like 
Mark Gastineau. | feel fortunate they 
don't think I'ma puke like Gastineau.” 


The Best Imitation of a Replacement 
Player by a Real Player Award—To 
Tony Collins of the New England Patri- 
ots, wha crossed the picket line to play 
against the replacement Browns on Oct. 4. 
Instead of running wild, as he figured to 
do, Collins fumbled three of the first four 
times he touched the ball and finished with 
only 24 yards on 15 carries, a |.6 average. 


The Best Imitation of a Real Player 
by a Replacement Player—To Larry 
Mason of the replacement Browns. In a 
game against New England, Mason rushed 
32 times for 133 yards. Only the fabled Jim 
Brown had ever carried the ball more 
times in a game for Cleveland. 


The Dumbest Question Asked at the 
Super Bow! Award—To a radio repor- 
ter who asked dozens of players how they 
would feel about being a tree, and what 
kind of tree they would most like to be, 
Walt Bowyer of the Broncos said he would 
be a cheese tree (huh?). 


Second Dumbest Question Asked at 
the Super Bowl Award—To Terry 
Chick of CNN, who asked players, “If you 
were ananimalin the San Diego zoo, what 
animal would you be?” Vance Johnson 
said he would bean ostrich because “They 
run fast and have eyes on both sides of 
their heads so they can see everything.” 
When Chick informed Johnson that os- 
triches have no hands, Johnson said, 
“What is this, a trick question?” 

The No Threat To Replace Jimmy 
the Greek Award—To Jerry Glanville, 
coach of the Houston Oilers, who pre- 
dicted a Super Bow! trip for his club after 
it defeated the Seattle Seahawks in the 
AFC wild card game. “We're going to San 
Diego [site of the Super Bowl],” declared 
Glanville. “The miniseason is four games. 
Weve gonna win all four. You're not 
going to win in Denver [Houston's next 
game] unless you believe you are going to 
win in Denver. We believe that we are 
going to win in Denver.” When the Oilers 
went to Denver, they got waxed, 34-10. 
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EAMS OF THE ‘SOs 


Is Washington really the team of the ’80s? Parity plus unimpressive performances following Super 
Bowl championships are major reasons why no team has dominated the decade. 


By Ron Borland 

When the Washington Redskins emerged from Super 
Bowl XXII last January with a convincing victory, many 
began to hail them as the NFL's “Team of the '80s." After 
all, the Redskins had just won their second Super Bowl of 
the decade in three tries, and, in the process, run their 
playoff record to an NFL best 11-3 since 1980. An 
engaging collection of Hogs, Smurfs, and larger-than- 
life characters like Joe Theismann, John Riggins, Dexter 
Manley and Doug Williams further prompts the man on 
the street to proclaim that the decade's best football team 
resides in the nation’s capital. 

But have the Redskins really been all that dominant? 
At a similar point in the 1960s, the Green Bay Packers 
had won five NEL titles in eight years. The Pittsburgh 
Steelers won four championships in six seasons in the 
late 1970s. There's virtually no doubt that those teams 
were the elite of their respective decades, but what about 
the Redskins of the '80s? 

Fact is, even in the wake of their Super Bow! win, the 
Washingtonians have plenty of competition for the 
“Team of the 80s” honor. So far both the San Francisco 
49ers and Miami Dolphins have slightly better regular- 
season records than the Redskins in the 1980s. The 
Niners have scored more points than any other team in 
football since 1980 and allowed fewer than any team 
except Chicago. Miami has posted the best conference 
record in the AFC in the decade andis topsin the NFLin 
interconference play. 

Like the Redskins, both the Raiders and 49ers have 
won two Super Bowl championships in the '80s while 
Denver and Miami have both appeared in two Super 
Bowls. Though the 'Skins are the only team to make 
three Super Bowl appearances since 1980, some of that 
glory is diminished when it's realized that both Wash- 
ington’s Super Bowl victories came during abbreviated, 
strike-plagued seasons (1982, '87). 

The Los Angeles Raiders have also won a pair of Super 
Bowls in the ’80s and own the NFL's second-best playoff 
record for the decade at 8-3. They're only six games 
behind the Redskins in regular-season play and could 
easily catch them if they can recapture their former fury 
and the Redskins falter in the decade's final two seasons. 

Although Washington could cement its standing as 
the “Team of the 80s" with performances approximating 
last year’s, it won't be easy amidst a decade of unprec- 
edented competitiveness. Parity plus unimpressive per- 
formances following Super Bowl victories are major 
reasons why in seven seasons the '80s have produced 
four different champions and no clearcut dominating 
team. 

In the '80s, the collective regular-season record of the 
Super Bowl victors “the season after” their champion- 
ship is not inspiring, a mediocre 65-39 (.625). That's a 
composite effort of about 9-6 from each year’s title 
defender. Three times the defending Super Bow! cham- 
pion has posted a losing record: The Raiders went 7-9 
following Super Bowl XV; San Francisco fell to 3-6 after 
its Super Bowl XVI win and last year's New York Giants 
followed up their Super Bow! XXI act with a 6-9 mark. No 
team has won back-to-back Super Bowls in the '80s. 

In the '70s, the NFL’s upper crust held up better. 
Pittsburgh twice won back-to-back Super Bowls (after 
the '74-75 seasons, and '78-79) and Miami once ('72 and 
'73 seasons). The decade's five champions also per- 
formed more admirably in the year after each Super Bowl 
victory, accumulating a collective regular-season mark 
of 109-37 (.746), an average title defense of about 11-4. 
And not once did a title defender follow with a losing 
season. In fact, with the exception being Baltimore (1971 
Super Bowl V winner), the remaining four champions 
had only one losing season (Miami's 6-8 mark in 1976) 
between them from the time they-won their individual 
Super Bowls throughout the remainder of the ‘70s. 

So, let's hold off on awarding any “Team of the '80s” 
trophy, at least for right now. Indeed, we may not havea 
clear-cut winner until Super Sunday 1990. 


OFFENSIVE TEAMS OF THE ’80s 

Since Joe Montana came on board to take the helm of 
the 49er offense in 1980, the San Franciscans have devel- 
oped the league's most ingenious, entertaining and 
successful offense. They've scored more points than any 
team in the NFL during the decade and with the formerly 
state-of-the-art San Diego Charger scoring machine 
now ina state of repair, the 49ers would seem to have a 
lock on “offense of the decade” honors. Miami's potent 
attack has a slight chance to catch San Francisco, but 


Don Shula's club has scored more than 100 points jess 
than the Niners since 1980. 


DEFENSIVE TEAM OF THE ’80s 

In a decade in which situation substitution and exotic 
defensive alignments have become commonplace in pro 
football, the Chicago Bears have dominated defensive 
statistics in the league. The 1980s edition of the Monsters 
of the Midway has featured a physically intimidating 
group of players armed with an array of innovative 


NFL Overall Record 1980-87 


TEAM 
. San Francisco 


. Washington 
. Dallas 


. Chicago 
L.A. Raiders 


New England 
. Cleveland 
. Pittsburgh 


. Cincinnati 

. San Diego 

. NY. Giants 

. Minnesota 

. Philadelphia 

. Kansas City 

. Green Bay 

. St. Louis 

. Detroit 

. Atlanta 

. Buffalo 

. New Orleans 

. Houston 

. Indianapolis 

. Tampa Bay 
League leaders underlined in each category 


SFRASSSSSSSSLSSSSSISSHRS 


AVE. 
POST- PEN/ 
ROAD SEASON 


TAKEAWAYS/ 
TURNOVERS 
+69 

18 

+60 

+39 

+30 

+1 

=52 

-2 

+13 

-9 

+13 

+58 


NFL Offense 1980-87 


AVE 
POINTS 1ST 
TEAM SCORED DOWNS 
. San Francisco 3,037 21 
. San Diego 


. Washington 
. Cincinnati 

. LA. Raiders 
. Seattle 


. New England 
. Pittsburgh 

. L.A. Rams 

. Denver 

. Minnesota 


. Kansas City 
. Cleveland 

. Green Bay 

. Atlanta 

. St. Louis 

. Detroit 

. Philadelphia 
. N.Y. Giants 
. New Orleans 
. Houston 

. Tampa Bay 
. Indianapolis 
. Buffalo 


AVG 
RUSHING TOs 

yos RUSHING 
130.0 
106.2 
120.0 
1317 
138.1 
134.6 
130.5 
115.9 
129.2 
131.2 
140.7 
148.2 
117.8 
108.0 
156.0 
108.2 
114.8 
116.7 
133.8 
130.0 
128.0 
114.6 
115.5 
129.0 
116.8 
104.4 
131.4 
118.4 
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NFL Defense 1980-87 


POINTS 


TEAM AGAINST 


. Chicago 

. San Francisco 
. Philadelphia 

. Washington 


. Cleveland 

. Denver 

. Pittsburgh 

. New England 
. LA, Raiders 


. Seattle 
. Detroit 


. Kansas City 

. Cincinnati 

. Minnesota 

. New Orleans 
Green Bay 

. Atlanta 

. Tampa Bay 

. St. Louis 

. Houston 

. San Diego 

. Indianapolis 


NFL Special Teams 1980-87 


AVG 
RUSHING 
YDS 
1053 
116.0 
125.7 
114.4 
137.2 
113.3 
120.1 
119.2 
110.0 
132.7 
106.5 
121.0 
116.0 
131.4 


PCT 
comP 
483 
56.1 


Standings below are based on average ranking for all categories. 
FIELD GOAL ACCURACY 


PUNT RETURNS 


TEAM OFF. 
. Miami (62) 8.8(24) 
. Denver (81) 

. New Orleans (82) 

. LA. Raiders (84) 

. Washington (85) 

. St. Louis (85) 

. NY. Jets (87) .... 

. Cleveland (87) 
. Minnesota (87) 
. Seattle (88) 

. Dallas (90) 

. LA. Rams (91) 
. New England (92) 

. Detroit (96) 

. San Diego (97) 

. Kansas City (98) ” 

. Atlanta (99) 

. Houston (101) 

. Pittsburgh (102) 

. San Francisco (110) 
. Green Bay (112) 

. Chicago (113) 

. Baltimore (123) 

. Philadelphia (126) 
. Cincinnati (134) 

. N.Y. Giants (136) 

. Buffalo (139) 

. Tampa Bay (155) 


(NFL rankings in parentheses) 


defensive sets (including Buddy Ryan's “46 defense”) 
that they've used to keep ahead of the opposition. 

The Bears have allowed less than 300 yards a game 
during the decade and badgered enemy passers into 
completing less than 50 percent of their tosses. In the 
1986 season, the Bears set an NFL record by surrender- 
ing only 187 points but since then some chinks in the 
armor have begun to show. The 49ers gave up only 253 
points last year and, if the Bears fall apart, San Francisco 
could conceivably catch the leaders. 

The NFL's worst defense, owned by the Indianapolis 
Colts, has allowed almost 1,000 more points than the 
Bears during the decade. 


SPECIAL TEAMS OF THE '80s 

Based on the average ranking of the NFL clubs in 
several special teams categories, the Miami Dolphins 
have the inside track here. Miami rates high marks in 
kickoff returns, punting (thank you, Reggie Roby) and 
defensing both punt returns and field goals. Unlike most 
other teams, who seem to have a persistent problem in 
one or more special teams areas, the Dolphins have 
remained respectable in all facets of special teams play. 
Denver rates a distant second place here; Tampa Bay by 
far the worst. o 


DEF. 
7.9(5) 
9.1(20) 
9.2(22) 
8.6(13) 
6.9(3) 
8.8(15) 
6.8(2) 
8.1(7) 
8.2(9) 
7.2(4) 
6.) 
8.2(8) 
9.2(23) 
9.0(18) 
8.5(12) 
9.4(25) 
9.0(19) 
8.7(14) 
8.9(16) 
9.4(24) 
8.4(10) 
8.4(11) 
10.0(27) 
9.0(17) 
9.1(21) 
9.6(26) 
8.1(6) 
10.7(28) 


PUNTING 
41.8(3) 
41.0(9) 
41.4(5) 
41.5(4) 
39.8(22) 
40.2(18) 
39.5(27) 
40.1(19) 
40.9(11) 
39.1(28) 
40.0(21) 
40.4(16) 
41.1(8) 

41.4(6) 

41.2(7) 
40.7(13) 
40.8(12) 
40.1(20) 
40.6(14) 
39.8(24) 
39.7(24) 
39.7(26) 

42.4(1) 
40.3(17) 
40.4(15) 

42.0(2) 
39.8(23) 
41,0(10) 


FOR 
69.4(13) 
71,0(10) 

72.6(6) 
65.5(26) 
67.3(20) 
§5.8(28) 

72.2(7) 
68.1(15) 
70.4(12) 
67.7(16) 

76.0(3) 
67.7(17) 
69.3(14) 

73.4(5) 
66.5(23) 

77.3(2) 
70.4(11) 

715i) 
75.3(4) 
71.8(8) 
71,2(9) 
67.3(21) 
66.0(25) 
67.0(22) 
67.5(19) 
66.3(24) 
§7.3(27) 
67.6(18) 


AGAINST 

64.1(4) 
69.5(13) 
69.7(14) 
70.1(16) 
71.3(21) 


TITLE DEFENSE (“The Season After’): 
Composite regular-season 


record of SB victor “the 


season after” 
Regular-season winning % for 


“the season after’ 


SB victory 
Avg. regular-season record 


“the season after” 


SB victory 
Losing seasons after ~ 
SB victory 
Number of back-to-back SB 

championships 
Number of different SB 
champions 


TOS 
PASSING 


KICKOFF RETURN 


OFF. 
20.4(6) 
20.3(7) 
21.7{1) 

20.0(13) 
21.2(3) 
20.5(4) 
20.2(9) 
20.3(8) 
21.2(2) 

20.0(15) 

19.8(17) 

20.1(11) 

20.1(10) 

19.3(24) 

19.4(23) 

19.6(21) 

19.9(16) 
20.4(5) 

19.8(19) 

20.0(14) 

18.8(26) 

20.0(12) 

19.8(18) 

18.8(27) 

19.8(20) 

18.8(28) 

19.6(22) 

19,0(25) 


DOMINATING A DECADE 
80s vs. the ’70s 


80s 


65-39 109-37 


19,6(12) 
19.4(7) 
21.0(26) 
19.0(5) 
19.6(11) 
17.9(1} 
27,0(25) 
20.0(14) 
18.8(3) 
19.4(6) 
19.5(10) 
20.6(21) 
20.4(20) 
20.7(22) 
21.9(28) 
20.9(24) 
18.5(2) 
20.7(23) 
19.5(9) 
20.2(16) 
20.0(13) 
20.1(15) 
19.4(8) 
21.4(27) 


70s 


COMPUTER 
SPORTS 
WORLD 


The nation’s largest and oldest 
computerized data base with 
over 4200 files of 
UP TO THE MINUTE 
sports information. 


At your fingertips and 
available 24 hours, 
7 days a week! 

750 FOOTBALL FILES 
INCLUDING: 
Scores ¢ Injury Reports 
Stats ¢ Game Previews 
Boxes ° Standings 
Match-ups ¢ Weather 
Fantasy Football Stats 


FOR A FREE 
ON-LINE 
DEMONSTRATION 
OR BROCHURE 
CALL NOW! 


1-800-321-5562 


All major credit cards accepted. 


A service of 
The Chronicle Publishing Company 
San Fransisco, CA 


FEARSOME 
FIVESOME! 


asm THE BASEBALL ANNUAL FOR THE SERIOUS FAN! 
'S 


‘Set THE PRO FOOTBALL ANNUAL FOR THE SERIOUS FAN! 
ad 


[owe Ere 


sms THE PRO/ COLLEGE ANNUAL FOR THE 


(early July) (early March) 


“RATING THE TOP COLLEGE CONFERENCES ie aE 
i pres reas usta ope Cay iii Seer renee RE 
wa Sy STATS, J) + HANDICAPPING TRENDS 


(mid-October) On Sale July 19 (November) 


When it comes fo sports annuals, ing sacks the competition. 


Preview Publishing offers a better Don Heinrich’s Pro Preview. Bill 
package than anyone. Expert com- Mazeroski’s Baseball. Dick Vitale’s 
mentary and scouting information. Basketball. The National Sports Re- 


Crisp, quality writing. And big, bold view. And coming to your news- 
photography. For cover-to-cover, stand July 19, Don Heinrich’s Col- 
in-depth analyses of your favorite lege Football. 

teams and sports, Preview Publish- 


FOR INFORMATION AND PRICES ON BACK ISSUES, WRITE TO: 
Preview Publishing 
P.O. Box 19200 
Seattle, WA 98109 


FANTASY LEAGUE STATS B////]B)// 


Fantasy Football Leagues, a.k.a. Rotisserie Leagues, are found in fertile football grounds throughout the country. Based on 
“drafting” current players into new teams, participants gain the chance to be “owners.” Team competition is based on various 
point-value formulas, but most such leagues employ four scoring positions (one quarterbacks, one kicker, two wide receivers, two 
running backs) and attach points to scored touchdowns and field goals (with respect to distance), as well as,extra points and returns. 
For the purposes of this list, all touchdowns scored (rushing, passing and receiving) are valued at 6 points each, field goals 3 and extra 


joints 1. ‘ ; 
5 On the following list, the number of quarterbacks and kickers was limited to 18 each, 36 for wide receivers and running backs. Stats 


do not include scoring during strike games. 


RUSHING PASSING RECEIVING KICKING KO/PUNT TOTAL 
PLAYER POS, TEAM 19 10-39 40-UP 1-9 10-39 40-UP 1-9 10-39 40-UP XP 1-39 40-UP RETURN POINTS 
O Marino, 0. OB; Miarn|_—__ Sa mp1 162 
© Montana, J. QB, San Francisco 1 10 "1 5 162 
OCunningham, R. OB, Philadelphia ___3 4 13 6 156 
O Krieg. 0. OB, Seattle {ae es 8 13 2 150 
© Lomax, N. QB, Phoenix g__ 14 1 144 
O Moon, W. QB, Houston 3 > Se See Se 
O Elway, J. 08; Denver 4 Se 88 3 3 138 
O Kosar, B. QB, Cleveland____1 6 12 4 138 
O Rice, J. WR, San Francisco__1 8 8 6 138 
OC Andersen, M. K, New Orleans w 18 10 121 
D Kelly, J. OB; Buffalo: aes Sg 1) 114 
O Wilson, W. OB, Minnesota___5 5 4 5 114 
O Simms, P. OB, N.Y. Giants Smarty 1 102 
O Breech, J. K, Cincinnati_ 25__18___6 97 
O Biasucci, D. K Indianapolis SS oy 
O Esiason. B. 08: Chcindt( 5 eG 5 96 
o pe R. 7 K 0 —————— A 92 
O Zendejas, T. Houston —— ——————— ee 
O Karlis, R. K. Denver __ 37__13 5 —9 
O Kenney, B. OB; Kansas C (ty SS GES —— 1) 
O Schroeder, J. QB, Washington___2__1 3 6 3 90 
O Anderson, G. K, Pittsburg' 21 12 10 Ss 87. 
O Butler, K. K Chicajo__—_ = Eee 28 6 eee 05 
O Leahy, P. K.N.Y. Jets — 16 2 a 85 
DO DeBerg, S. 08) Kansas City a gee es —_84 
O Hebert, B. 0B, New Orleans _ aS 76 ee SSS SS Se 
© McFadden, P. K, Philadelphia 36 10 6 84 
© McMahon, J. 08) Chicago === ee eS ee ——————————————————— 
D Lowery, N. K, Kansas City asf Se eS 
O Wersc ing R. —_K,SanFrancisco 44__10 3 83 
O Murray, E. K Detroit eee 2 eee Ss 
D Bahr. C. K, L.A. Raiders 25___15 3 79 
D Campbell. S. OB, Atlanta 2 2 8 1 78 
O Johnson, N. K Seater ee ee — 78 
O Franklin, T. K, New England 32__11 4 77 
D Allegre, R. K.N.Y. Giants 25 e 12 5 76 
O Nelson, C. K, Minnesota SS ——— ————— 7) 
O Hector, J. RB.N.Y. Jets 7 4 —66 
O Quick, M. WR, Philadelphia 1 7 3 66 
O Byner, E. RB, Cleveland ___ 6 ___2 2 60 
O Warner, C. RB, Seattle ___-7 1 2 60 
O Bentley, A. RB, Indianapolis___ 5 ___2 1 1 54 
OHilliard, D. RB, New Orleans Ss 1 1 54 
_ O While, C. RB, L.A. Rams 8 I — 4 
O Bavaro, M. TE, N.Y. Giants yj 2 48 
O Duper, M. WR, Miami 3 3 2 48 
OKinnebrew,L. RB, Cincinnati___8 48 
O Riddick, R. RB, Suffdlo = = rr ee a ee 48 
O Smith, J.T. WR, Phoenix Ang 48 
O Walker, H. RB, Dallas 4 2 1 1 48 
O Carson, C. WR, Kansas City A 3 42 
O Carter, A. WR; Minnesota __ =e eee ees 42 
O Clark, G. WR Washi) = ae ee 42 
O Clayton. M. WR: Mani See es Cee 42 
O Dozier, OJ. RB, Minnesota__5. 1 1 42 
O Gault. W. WR, Chicago 4___3 42 
O Johnson, V. WR, Denver 1 es 42 
O Mandley, P. WR, Detroit AEG, 42 
O Slaughter, W. WR. Cleveland___ =e eee ee, 42 
O Stradford, T. RB} Miami sae 5 ey 1 42 
O Winder, S. RB; Denver ee 1 42 
O Anderson, N. RB, Chicago _____3. 1 (—) ST 
OD Awalt. R. TE, Phoenix 3 i ee 
O Bryant, K. RB, Washington___1 (fp 36 
O Collins, T. RB, New England 3 1 2 — 36 
O Dickerson, E. RB. Indianapolis 2 4 36 
O Givins, E. WR, Houston 2 2 2 36 
OHill. D. WR, Houston 2 Ses, 36 
O Jackson, B. RB, L.A. Raiders __2__ 1S 2 36 
O Mack, K. RB, Cleveland __3___2 1 36 
O Manuel. L. WR.N.Y. Giants § 1 __36 
O Monk, A. WR, Washington kisSe:) 36 
O Rogers, 6. RB, Denver = 36 
O Tice, J. TE, New Orleans 4 2 36 
O Toney, A. RB, Philadelphia 5 1 36 
O Turner, D. WR, Seattle 2 4 36 
O Duncan. C. WR, Houston ees 1 30 
OC Allen, M. RB, L.A. Raiders __5 J 30 
© Anderson, G. RB, San Diego____3 1 1 30 
O Brennan, 8. WR, Cleveland a=} ss 
O Butler, R. WR, Seattle 1 see 30 
O Carruth, P. RB, Green Ba 3 1 1 30 
O Carter, 6. WR, Tampa Bay pra 30 
O Dixon, F. WR, Atlanta 3 2 EEE 30 
O Ferrell, E. RB, Phoenix 32 — 30 
o HK L WR, New England 2 3 SS 30 
O Fullwood, B. RB, Green Bay 30 
O James, L. RB, San Diego_____1 1 1 2 30 
O Largent, S. WR, Seattle 4 30 
a re : ae ea 5 1 1 3 —30 
yes, H. . New Orleans__ 30 
O Mitchell, S. RB, Phoenix 3 7 30 
O Payton, W. RB. Chicago 4 1 30 
a ros e We See 3 se OEE 30 
oon, N.Y. Jets 2 —— 
O Williams, D. WR, San Francisco 4 3 30 
O Wilson, M. WR, San Francisco 3 30 
iS Ellerson, 6. AB, Detroit 3 1 24 
louza, M. . Indianapolis 1 2 1 eS! 
O Burkett, C. WR, Buffalo 1 3 = 
O Byars, K. RB, Philadelphia 3 1 24 
O Green, R. WR, Phoenix 1 3 24 
OD Harmon, R. RB, Buffalo 2 -2 as 
O James. 6. RB, Detroit 3 3] = 4 
© Lang. G. RB, Denver 2 2 24 
O Martin, E. WR, New Orleans } Sap 1 24 
O Newsome, T. RB, Dallas =) SS) a ee 
O Rathman, T. RB, San Francisco 1 3 24 
O Rentro, M. WR, Dallas 1 3 24 
O Brooks, B. WR, Indianapolis ___— 1 2 18 
O Brown, E. WR, Cincinnati 2 1 18 
O Carrier, M. WR, Tampa Bay Ss 18 
O Cosbie, D. TE, Dallas 2 1 18 
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“THE NATION’S 
BEST AND LOWEST 
PRICED ROTISSERIE 
GAME” 


Now you can draft that ‘impact player’ 
your team needs to win the TOP TWENTY 


FOOTBALL National Championship and 
WIN A TRIP FOR TWO TO THE PRO 
BOWL IN HAWAII! 


TOP TWENTY FOOTBALL... 


...is a statistical, computerized football 
league you can join. 


. .. lets you decide who plays and who gets 
traded, benched or released. 


...Mmakes you head coach, GM and owner of 
your own team. 


.. uses real NFL player stats in actual NFL 
league games. 


...uses the unique TTF scoring matrix to 
compute your team’s weekly productivity. 


...sends weekly standings and updates 
during the entire NFL regular season. 


.. .has special discounts for businesses. 


Take the snap and get your team ready for the 
1988 season. You can join as an expansion 
team, using computer draft, or form your own 
league with nine of your pigskin pals! 


APPLICATION FORM 


0 Please rush me a brochure and sampie 
reports. 

0 | can't wait! Enclosed is a $25 deposit (one- 
half the team fee). Please rush me the start-up 
packet and brochure. 


O | prefer to take advantage of the exclusive 
10% discount and pay in full now ($45 total). | 
understand it's a one-time offer for Don Hein- 
rich Pro Preview readers only. 
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10 YEARS AGAINST THE ODDS 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


WEST 


ATLANTA FALCONS 
HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 

Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. dog Fav. 

1987 3-12 26 1-6 5-9-1 = 35 01 2-3-1 
1986 7-8-1 251 53 97 1-2 32 01 52 
1985 4-12 35 17 6-10 0-1 34 - 35 
1984 = 4-12 26 26 4-12 1-5 1 0-1 25 
1983 7-9 44 35 8-7-1 34 1-0 = 4341 
1982 54 23 31 54 2-3 - 0-1 Ww 


Totals 6487-1 3541-1 2946 69803 1827 17-15 414 30-243 
°B7 RESULTS: at Tampa Bay 10-48 (-11), Washington 21-20 (+6'2), Pittsburgh 12-28 (+3), 
San Francisco 17-25 (+232), LA. Rams 24-20 (+12), at Houston 33-37 (+4), New Orleans 
0-38 (+2'2), at Cleveland 3-38 (+13), Cincinnati 10-16 (+5'2), at Minnesota 13-24 (+13), 
St. Louis 21-34 (+3), at Dallas 21-10 (+9%4), at L.A, Rams 0-33 (+10), at San Francisco 7-35 
(+16), Detroit 13-30 (+1) 


LOS ANGELES RAMS 


HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 
Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. dog Fav. 
6-9 . - 


26-29-5 6-10 1422 25-141 
“87 RESULTS: at Houston 16-20 (-5), Minnesota 16-21 (-4%%). at New Orleans 10-37 (+5), 
Pittsburgh 31-21 (+5), at Atlanta 20-24 (-12), at Cleveland 17-30 (+6), San Francisco 10-31 
(+4%2), New Orleans 14-31 (+3), at St. Louis 27-24 (+5), at Washington 30-26 (+9), Tampa 
Bay 35-3 (-4'2), at Detroit 37-16 (-4), Atlanta 33-0 (-10), Dallas 21-29 (-7%2), at San 
Francisco 0-48 (+9'). 


NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 
Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. dog Fav. dog 
1987 = 12-3 61 62 105 33 1-0 41 24 


1982 4-5 23 22 44 01 24 — 22 
1981 4-12 26 26 6-10 — 35 — 35 
1980 (1-15 08 17 694 0-2 15 _ 52-1 


1979-88 35 53 88 33 0-2 10 43 

44 10-6 2-2 2:2 11 51 
Totals 6389 3145 3244 71-764 14231 1522 951 33-262 
"87 RESULTS: Cleveland 28-21 (+2), at Philadelphia 17-27 (-1), LA. Rams 37-10 (-5), at St. 
Louis 19-24 (+22), at Chicago 19-17 (+6'%), San Francisco 22-24 (+3), at Atlanta 38-0 
(-2%2), at LA. Rams 31-14 (-3'), at San Francisco 26-24 (+4), N.Y. Giants 23-14 (-2), at 
Pittsburgh 20-16 (-22), Tampa Bay 44-34 (-10'), Houston 24-10 (-7'), at Cincinnati 41-24 
(-3'%), Green Bay 33-24 (-10'2) 


SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 
AWAY—  Under- 


Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. dog Fav. 
96 43 = 43 10 
_ 33 1-1 
_ 43 1-0 
1984 = 15-1 7 80 124 44 - 80 — 
- 52 10 
5 — 30 01 
1981 13-3 7 62 124 51 20 WW 42 


1979 2-14 26 08 7-9 1 43 = 35 


08 5 as 
Totals 8467-1 4433 = 40-34-1 34653 28-27-2 126-1 28-12 16:20 
‘87 RESULTS: at Pittsburgh 17-30 (-5'%), at Cincinnati 27-26 (P), at N.Y. Giants 41-21 (-6), at 
Atlanta 25-17 (-23'2), St. Louis 34-28 (-14), at New Orleans 24-22 (-3), at LA. Rams 31-10 
(-4%2), Houston 27-20 (-9%), New Orleans 24-26 (-4), at Tampa Bay 24-10 (-6'), Cleveland 
ah (-3), at Green Bay 23-12 (-7), Chicago 41-0 (-5), Allanta 35-7 (-16), L.A. Rams 48-0 
(-9'2). 


CENTRAL 


CHICAGO BEARS 


HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 


Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. dog Fav. dog 
1987 11-4 6-2 §2 86-1 43 1-0 2-2 1-1-4 


1978 = 7-9 44 35 97 33 20 2-2 2-2 
Totals 91-61 78-704 3426 97 15-161 20-21-3 
"87 RESULTS: N.Y. Giants 34-19 (+1), Tampa Bay 20-3 (-3). at Philadelphia 35-3 (-2'%), 
Minnesota 27-7 (-19), New Orleans 17-19 (-6%), at Tampa Bay 27-26 (-10). Kansas City 
31-28 (-14), at Green Bay 26-24 (-10), at Denver 29-31 (+2), Detroit 30-10 (-12'), Green Bay 
23-10 (-12), at Minnesota 30-24 (+14), at San Francisco 0-41 (+5), Seattle 21-34 (-3'2), at 
LA. Raiders 6-3 (-2'2). 


DETROIT LIONS 


HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 
Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. dog Fav. dog 


9 53 26 88 21 41 — 
Totals § 59-92-1 3837-1 21-55 76741 21-22 21-12 68-10 2630-1 
87 RESULTS: at Minnesota 19-34 (+6), at LA. Raiders 7-27 (+7). Tampa Bay 27-31 (+12). 
at Green Bay 19-16 (+7), Seattle 14-37 (+22), Green Bay 33-34 (-5), at Denver 0-34 (+10'2), 
Dallas 27-17 (+5), at Washington 13-20 (+13). at Chicago 10-30 (+124), Kansas City 20-27 
(-5%), LA. Rams 16-37 (+4), at Tampa Bay 20-10 (+6), Minnesota 14-17 (+6), at Atlanta 
30-13 (-1). 


GREEN BAY PACKERS 


HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 
Fav. dog Fav. 


1982 5-3-1 3-1 22-1 63 24 1-0 0-2 30 
1981 _ 8-8 4-4 44 88 23 12 1-0 43 
1980 5-101 44 161 88 21 23 0-1 43 
1979 5-11 44 17 7-9 31 2-2 - 26 
1978 = 8-7-1 §21 35 88 24 32 — 

Totals 64844 38362 26482 73763 23-181 1618 S81 232-1 
"BT RESULTS: L.A. Raiders 0-20 (+5), Denver 17-17 (+10), at Minnesota 23-16 (-3). Detroit 
16-19 (-7), Philadelphia 16-10 (-8%), at Detroit 34-33 (+5), Tampa Bay 17-23 (-2), Chicago 
24-26 (+10), at Seattle 13-24 (+13), at Kansas City 23-3 (+4), at Chicago 10-23 (+12), San 
Francisco 12-23 (+7), Minnesota 16-10 (+4), at N.Y. Giants 10-20 (+7), at New Orleans 
24-33 (+10%). 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. dog Fav. dog 


1987 87 53 uM 411 34 4 0-2 14 
1986 997 53 44 10-6 42 1 31 22 
1985 7-9 4-4 35 88 24 1 WW 42 
1984 = 3-13 26 17 511 WW 15 — 35 
1983 8-8 35 53 87-1 4-100 1-1 im 1 
1982 8654 41 13 54 24 11 — 2-2 
1981 7-9 53 26 88 23 2-1 08 4-2 
1980 «= 9-7 53 44 97 32 24 1 43 
9797-9 53 26 88 42 0-2 — 44 


3 34-1 6-10 34 0-1 14 - 
Totals = 71-80-1 «43:34 «= 2846-1 71-80-19 25-27-1 9-15 612 (31-26 
"87 RESULTS: Detroit 34-19 (-6), at LA. Rams 21-16 (+4'4), Green Bay 16-23 (+3), at Chicago 
7-27 (+19), at Tampa Bay 10-20 (+6), Denver 34-27 (-2), at Seattle 17-28 (+6'), L.A. Raiders 
31-20 (-4), Tampa Bay 23-17 (-8'), Atlanta 24-13 (-13), at Dallas 44-38 (P), Chicago 24-30 
(-1'4), at Green Bay 10-16 (-4), at Detroit 17-14 (-6), Washington 24-27 (-3). 


TAMPA BAY BUCS 


Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. dog Fav. 
7-8 


1978 = 5-11 35 2-6 87-1 13 2-2 
Totals §=S0-101-1 32431 1858 69-785 16261 17-133 24 435-1 
87 RESULTS: Atlanta 48-10 (+12), at Chicago 3-20 (+14), at Detroit 31-27 (-1%), San Diego 
13-17 (-4%). Minnesota 20-10 (-6), Chicago 26-27 (+10), at Green Bay 23-17 (+2), at St. 
Louis 28-31 (+2'2), at Minnesota 17-23 (+8'4), San Francisco 10-24 (+6'), at L.A. Rams 
3-35 (+4%2), at New Orleans 34-44 (+10%), Detroit 10-20 (-6), St. Louis 14-31 (+3), at 
Indianapolis 6-24 (+10%). 


EAST 


DALLAS COWBOYS 
HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 
Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. tog Fav. tog 


2) 
21 
7 10 
1984-97 53 44 7-9 Ke 0-1 2-2 2-2 
52 


88 04 
4234 T1761 333 2428 = 10-13-1 


'B7 RESULTS: al St. Louis 13-24 (P), at N.Y. Giants 16-14 (+12), at N.Y. Jets 38-24 (-7), 
Philadelphia 41-22 (-21), Washington 7-13 (-7'2), at Philadelphia 20-37 (+2), N.Y. Giants 
33-24 (+7), at Detroit 17-27 (-5), at New England 23-17 (+3), Miami 14-20 (-2), Minnesota 
38-44 (P), Atlanta 10-21 (-9¥), at Washington 20-24 (+914), at A. Rams 29-21 (+72), St 
Louis 21-16 (+252). 


NEW YORK GIANTS 
HOME— Under- AWAY— Under. 
Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. Fav, deg 
1987-69 53 16 5-10 42 02 1-4 0-2 
1986 = 142 80 62 952 54-2 — 13 341 


41 - $5 
1978 = 6-10 53 17 87-1 24 40-1 0 25 
Totals 7180-1 4334 28461 72-764 22242 16121 7-1) 21-294 
87 RESULTS: at Chicago 19-34 {-1), Dallas 14-16 (-12), San Francisco 21-41 (+6), Washing- 
ton 12-38 (+10), al Buffalo 3-6 (-3), St. Louis 30-7 (-10), at Dallas 24-33 (-7). New England 
17-10 (-4), at Philadelphia 20-17 (-1), al New Orleans 14-23 (+2), at Washington 19-23 
(+31), Philadelphia 23-20 (-4'4). at St. Louis 24-27 (-3), Green Bay 20-10(-7), N.Y. Jets 20-7 
(-8). 


PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 
HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 
Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. Fav. dog 
1987 7-8 44 34 10-5 22 22 - 6-1 
1986 5101 251 3-5 97 1-2 32 O41 $2 
1985 7-9 44 35 7-9 03 23 — 53 


1983 5-11 17 44 6-10 06 1 = 5-3 
1982 36 14 2-2 36 46 — = 22 
1981 10-6 62 44 10-6 62 _ 33 1-1 
1980 12-4 A 53 11-5 53 — 51 1-1 
7911-5 5-3 6-2 8-8 2-4 1 11 42 


53 44 % 31 a 
Totals §=75-752 40361 3539-1 8467-1 229 1513 107-1 39:18 
'B7 RESULTS: at Washington 24-34 (+9¥), New Orleans 27-17 (+11), Chicago 3-35 (+2), 
at Dallas 22-41 (+21), at Green Bay 10-16 (+8), Dallas 37-20 (-2), at St. Louis 28-23 (+22), 
Washington 31-27 (+3%), N.Y. Giants 17-20 (+1'4), St. Louis 19-31 (-6%2), at New England 
34-31 (+3%), at N.Y. Giants 20-23 (+442), Miami 10-28 (-1), at N.Y. Jets 38-27 (+212), Bulfalo 
17-7 (-2'2). 


PHOENIX CARDINALS (St. Louis’ to 1987) 


HOME— Under- AWAY— 
Year Record Home Away Spread = Fav. dog Fav. 


1979 5-11 3-5 2-6 97 24 20 1-0 
1978 = 6-10 35 35 7-81 32 12 014 
Totals §=G61-892 34401 27491 73781 1920 17:19 11-101 
87 RESULTS: Dallas 24-13 (P), at San Diego 24-28 (+5'), at Washington 21-28 (-3), New 
Orleans 24-19 (-2'2), at San Francisco 28-34 (+14). at N.Y Giants 7-30 (+10), Philadelphia 
23-28 (-2'2), Tampa Bay 31-28 (-2%), LA. Rams 24-27 (-5), at Philadelphia 31-19 {-6¥), at 
Atlanta 34-21 (-3), Washington 17-34 (+3), N.Y. Giants 27-24 (+3), at Tampa Bay 31-14 (-3), 
at Dallas 16-21 (-2'2). 


WASHINGTON REDSKINS 


HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 


SESRUEELREEE 


is 


Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. deg Fav. deg 
1987114 61 5-3 96 24 1-0 32 3 
1986 12-4 7A 53 97 53 - 23 24 
1985 10-6 53 53 8-7-1 23-1 1 H 2:2 
1984115 7A 44 10-6 62 — 43 OF 


B7 RESULTS: Philadelphia 34-24 (-9'2), at Atlanta 20-21 (-619), St. Louis 28-21 (+3), at N.Y 
Giants 38-12 (-10), at Dallas 13-7 (+7%), NY. Jets 17-16 (-7). at Buffalo 27-7 (-3%2), at 
Philadelphia 27-31 {-3%), Detroit 20-13 (-13), LA. Rams 26-30 (-9'), N.Y. Giants 23-19 
(-3%), at St. Louis 34-17 (-3), Dallas 24-20 (-9'2), at Miami 21-23 (+3). at Minnesota 27-24 
(+3) 
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JOHNNY UNITAS 


ieome ot OE y 
(\ so —<»~ Now has a League 


of His Own 

You can be in JOHNNY’s league too, by playing in the Johnny Cnitas 

Fantasy Football League (JUFFL), the most exciting game since foot- 

»,| ball. If you ever wanted to own a pro team, JUFFL is the game for you. 

1 Now you can be general manager and coach of your own professional 

team in which you draft the players—you make the trades—you make 

| the cuts—you sign the free agents—you decide who plays and who rides 
i the bench. 


j Unlike other fantasy football games which only play half a game, 
7 JUFFL gives you all the action. When you play JOFFL, your team will 
eee have 28 to 32 pro players, including specific defensive players. Each 
“eas week you will start 13 players, your starting team consists of the 
8 following: 


2 Defensive Linemen 
2 Linebackers 
2 Defensive Backs 


1 Quarterback 
2 Running Backs 
2 Wide Receivers 
1 Tight End 

1 Kicker 


Each week you will play a game against another owner in one of JOHNNY (’s Regional Leagues. The 
winner of the game is determined by the statistics of the players you selected and you started. You will 
be in a regional league of 16. The 4 division winners will win a certificate of achievement signed by JOHNNY 
UNITAS and your league Superbow! winner will win a handsome trophy and qualify for the National Grand 
Prize: a night out (for 4) with JOHNNY UNITAS including dinner in your favorite hometown restaurant, 
with JOHNNY picking up the tab. 


In addition, each week you will receive: 

1. a game report, which scores your weekly game and provides statistics for all your players; 

2. a League Report which gives you a weekly update on all teams in your Regional League; and 

3. a National, JAFFL Weekly Newsletter, with tips from JOHNNY UNITAS himself, and which allows you 
to compare your team with the best in the nation. 


Get in on the action and find out why JOHNNY says, “JUFFL is the most authentic and exciting foot- 
ball game available.” ; 


For less than $5 per week ($75 KONE a a ET an ea j 
total for a guaranteed 16 weeks : CALL: 
g JUFFL 1-800-52-JUFFL 1-3 Franchises $75.00 ea. ! 


of excitement) you are in 


Dept. P1 (orders only) 4-7 Franchises $71.25 ea. | 
JOHNNY’s league and a part of P.O. Box 14067 Illinois or other info. 8-15 Franchises $67.50 ea. | 
the action. In addition, there are Rockford, IL 61105 1-815-399-4400 16 Franchises $60.00 ea. | 
roup di joi 
group discounts (when 4 join, 57% | CO I have enclosed a check or money order for franchises. 


off each; when 8 join, 10% off 5 
each; when 16 join, 20% off | Please rush my coaching packets. 


each). All persons joining 
together will be placed in the 


| 

| 

] 

| 

! 

same division, conference and/or | I 
league. [ARDRESS: 
Send your check or money a Ges SEE Se Cs | 
order today, or credit cards call UO Check here if you wish to charge your payment to: 1) MasterCard | 
1-800-52-JUFFL, in Illinois(815) | O vIsA 
399-4400 and we will place you [fo ee 5g ee 
in a regional league and send eS Pee 
your coaching packets to get you | SC™ATRE Sctaghe nice persons 
started on:an exciting pro draft (SS eee : 


immediately. 


j O Johnny, JUFFL sounds interesting, please rush me more information. 
| NAME: 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL 


WEST 


DENVER BRONCOS 


HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 


Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. dog Fav. 
1987 104-1 7-1 33-1 7-7-1 42-1 10 2-3 0-2 


1978 106 6-2 4-4 8-7-1 §2 10 1-4-1 1-1 
Totals 9457-1 56-19 36-381 76-724 3231-1 102-1 15181 1921-1 
“87 RESULTS: Seattle 40-17 (-3), at Green Bay 17-17 (-10), Houston 10-40 (-6), L.A. Raiders 
30-14 (+1012), at Kansas City 26-17 (-12), at Minnesota 27-34 (+2), Detroit 34-0 (-10!2), at 
Buffalo 14-21 (-5), Chicago 31-29 (-2), at L.A. Raiders 23-17 (-1), at San Diego 31-17 (-1), 
New England 31-20 (-8), at Seattle 21-28 (+3%), Kansas City 20-17 (-11), San Diego 24-0 
(-11). 


KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 


HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 
Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. dog Fav. dog 
17 = 44 


1987 4-11 wu 87 1-3 30 = 

1986 = 10-6 62 4-4 8-8 2-3 2-1 0-1 43 
1985 6-10 53 17 7-9 3-2 2-4 WW 1-5 
1984 88 53 35 8-8 0-4 4-0 0-1 43 
1983 6-10 53 1-7 106 41 241 — 44 
1982 36 2-2 14 346 0-1 2-1 01 1-3 
1981 97 53 44 11-5 4-2 1 _ 62 
1980 «8-8 35 53 8-8 1-5 11 —- 62 
1979 7-9 35 44 96 2-2 2-2 10 42 
1978 = 4-12 35 17 88 0-3 41 - 4-4 
Totals 65-87 4035 2552 8071 17-26 «623.9 24 38-32 


‘87 RESULTS: San Diego 20-13 (-3), at Seattle 14-43 (+7), at LA. Raiders 17-35 (+7'2), at 
Miami 0-42 (+10), Denver 17-26 (+12), at San Diego 21-42 (+412), at Chicago 28-31 (+14), 
Pittsburgh 16-17 (-4), N.Y. Jets 9-16 (-3), Green Bay 3-23 (-4), at Detroit 27-20 (+5'2), at 
Cincinnati 27-30 (+42), LA. Raiders 16-10 (+5), at Denver 17-20 (+11), Seattle 41-20 (+6). 


LOS ANGELES RAIDERS (Oakland to 1981) 


HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 


1987 5-10 35 2-5 3-2 0-3 1-2 31 
1986 8-8 35 53 8-8 35 = 32 21 
1985 124 a 53 10-6 6-1 0-1 2-3 ra 
1984 11-5 62 53 8-8 35 = 2-3 30 
1983 12-4 62 62 105-1 4-4 - 41 2-0-1 
1982 8-1 40 44 63 2-2 _ 10 31 


34 1 
Totals 9260 4927 43:33 78722 3234 55 18-23-1 23-11-1 
'B7 RESULTS: at Green Bay 20-0 (-5), Detroit 27-7 (-7), Kansas City 35-17 (-7), at Denver 
14-30 (-10¥), San Diego 17-23 (-11), Seattle 13-35 (-2'2), at New England 23-26 (+3'), at 
Minnesota 20-31 (+4), at San Diego 14-16 (+3'2), Denver 17-23 (+1), at Seattle 37-14 (+9), 
Buffalo 34-21 (-4), at Kansas City 10-16 (-5), Cleveland 17-24 (+2'2), Chicago 3-6 (+2). 


SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 


HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 
Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. dog Fav. dog 


1987 8-7 43 44 69 2-4 0-1 0-1 43 
1986 4-12 26 26 79 1-3 +1 10 25 
1985 62 26 7-8-1 2-2 31 O11 24 


1982 6-3 v1 32 63 31 - 11 r 
1981 10-6 53 53 79 3-5 = 24 20 
1980 = 11-5 62 $3 7-9 35 — 33 11 
1979 12-4 7-1 $3 97 $2 1-0 2-4 Ww 

1 


97 9 0- 4 
Tolals 81-71 46-29 3542 7180-1 2532 135 12-241 21-19 
‘87 RESULTS: at Kansas City 13-20 (+3), St. Louis 28-24 (-5%), at Cincinnati 10-9 (+2), at 
Tampa Bay 17-13 (+4¥2), at L.A. Raiders 23-17 (+11), Kansas City 42-21 (-4'), Cleveland 
27-24 (-1). at Indianapolis 16-13 (+1), LA. Raiders 16-14 (-3'), at Seattle 3-34 (+B), 
Denver 17-31 (+1), at Houston 18-33 (-1¥2), Pittsburgh 16-20 (-3), Indianapolis 7-20 (-3'2), 
at Denver 0-24 (+111). 


SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 


HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 
Year Record Home Away — Spread Fav. dog Fav. 
1987 96 6-2 44 87 4-3 1-0 1:3 21 


1982 4-5 23 22 45 1-2 1-1 — 2-2 
1981 6-10 53 17 6-10 2-3 30 = 17 
1980. 4-12 08 44 6-10 0-5 12 = 53 


44 = 
Totals 80-72 4730 3342 77-732 253 156-1 97 28-30-1 
‘87 RESULTS: at Denver 17-40 (+3), Kansas City 43-14 (-7), Miami 24-20 (+2), Cincinnati 
10-17 (-6'%), at Detroit 37-14 (-2%), at L.A. Raiders 35-13 (+2'4), Minnesota 28-17 (-6'2), at 
N.Y. Jets 14-30 (-3%), Green Bay 24-13 (-13), San Diego 34-3 (-812), L.A. Raiders 14-37 (-9). 
ee Pittsburgh 9-13 (-3'), Denver 28-21 (-3¥2), at Chicago 34-21 (+3'), at Kansas City 20-41 
(4). 
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CINCINNATI BENGALS 


HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 
Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. dog Fav. dog 


- p - 2-2 2-2 041 3341 
41-35 2848 «= 70-77-55) 26-221 13-11-3816 23-28-1 
"87 RESULTS: at Indianapolis 23-21 (-5/2), San Francisco 26-27 (P), San Diego 9-10(-2), at 
Seattle 17-10 (+62), Cleveland 0-34 (+4), at Pittsburgh 20-23 (+2's). Houston 29-31 (-6'2). 
Miami 14-20 (-1), at Atlanta 16-10 (-5'2), Pittsburgh 16-30 (-6). at N.Y. Jets 20-27 (+4), 
Kansas City 30-27 (-4'), at Cleveland 24-38 (+7), New Orleans 24-41 (+3'2), at Houston 
17-21 (+6%). 


CLEVELAND BROWNS 


HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 
way Spread Fav. dog av. dog 
$6 


> 
oo 

| 
ao 
ne) 


1986 124 62 62 96-1 35 — 201 44 
1985 8-8 53 35 97 32 2-1 10 34 
1984 05-11 2-6 35 96-1 1-4 241 1-0 5-1-1 
1983 9-7 6-2 35 88 43 1-0 0-3 32 
1982 4-5 2-2 23 36 0-2 11 2-0 0-3 
1981 5-11 35 2-6 610 14 2-1 _ 35 
1980 11-5 6-2 53 97 33 1-1 0-2 5-1 
1979 9-7 53 44 88 24 1-1 10 4:3 
1978 = 8-8 5-3 35 871 32 1-2 11 3-24 
Totals 81-71 4530 3641 76-713 2432 118 127-1  31-24-2 


87 RESULTS: at New Orleans 21-28 (-2). Pittsburgh 34-10 (-7), at New England 20-10 (+3), 
Houston 10-15 (-2'2), at Cincinnati 34-0 (-4), L.A. Rams 30-17 (-6), at San Diego 24-27 (+1), 
Atlanta 38-3 (-13), Buffalo 27-21 (-7'), at Houston 40-7 (-2'%), at San Francisco 24-38 (+3). 
Indianapolis 7-9 (-8), Cincinnati 38-24 (-7), at L.A. Raiders 24-17 (-2'), at Pittsburgh 19-13 
(4) 


HOUSTON OILERS 


HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 
Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. dog Fav. dog 
86-1 1-2-1 2-1 - 5-3 
1986 5-11 4-4 17 88 HH 2-2 = 35 
1985 5-11 44 17 7-9 1-0 34 0-1 34 


1984 3-13 26 17 411-1 02 24 = 2-5-1 
1983 2-14 2-6 08 6-10 = $3 = 1-7 
198218 1-4 04 27 0-1 1-3 = 1-3 
1981 7-9 $3 2-6 7-8-1 42-1 1-0 0-1 25 
1980 11-6 6-2 53 7-8-1 35 — 421 04 


979 11-5 6-2 53 7-7-1 33 1-0 1-24 2.2 
1978 = 10-6 $3 53 6-8-2 14-2 04 1-3 4.0 
Totals 6488 40:36 2452 62827 16204 17-18 69 23-35-1 
7 RESULTS: L.A. Rams 20-16 (+5), at Buffalo 30-34 (+3). at Denver 40-10 (+6), at 
Cleveland 15-10 (+2'), New England 7-21 (-6%4), Atlanta 37-33 (-4), at Cincinnati 31-29 
(+62), at San Francisco 20-27 (+9'2), at Pittsburgh 23-3 (+3'), Cleveland 7-40 (+214), at 
Indianapolis 27-51 (+3%2), San Diego 33-18 (+12), at New Orleans 10-24 (+714), Pittsburgh 
24-16 (P), Cincinnati 21-17 (-6%) 


PITTSBURGH STEELERS 


HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 
Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. dog Fav. 
1987 8-7 4-3 44 87 241 2-2 11 3-3 


1986 6-10 4-4 26 96-1 31 12-1 = 53 
1985 7-9 53 26 610 35 — 1-2 2-3 
1984 9-7 62 35 88 5-2 0-1 1-5 2-0 
1983 10-6 4-4 62 88 26 _ +1 31 
1982 896-3 4-0 23 63, 4-0 1-3 10 
1981 8968-8 5-3 35 87-1 53 13 2-1-1 


3-1-1 2-0-1 
3641 71-774 «3432351 14-27-1  20-13-2 
‘87 RESULTS: San Francisco 30-17 (+5!), at Cleveland 10-34 (+7), at Atlanta 28-12 (-3), at 
L.A. Rams 21-31 (-5), Indianapolis 21-7 (-12), Cincinnati 23-20 (-2'%), at Miami 24-35 (+62), 
at Kansas City 17-16 (+4), Houston 3-23 (-3), at Cincinnati 30-16 (+6), New Orleans 16-20 
ne Seattle 13-9 (+3%), at San Diego 20-16 (+3), at Houston 16-24 (P), Cleveland 13-19 
(+4). 


EAST 


BUFFALO BILLS 


HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 
Year Record Home Away Spread = Fav. dog Fav. dog 
z 96 2 


Totals 60-92 3839 2253 76733 22-16 18183 69 0-30 
'B7 RESULTS: N.Y. Jets 28-31 (+14), Houston 34-30 (-3), Indianapolis 6-47 (+2), at'\New 
England 7-144+10), N.Y. Giants 6-3 (+3). at’ Miami 34-31 (+9), Washington 7-27 (+3), 
Denver 21-14 (+5), at Cleveland 21-27 (+7'4), at N.Y. Jets 17-14 (+3'2), Miami 27-0 (+11), at 
LA. Raiders 21-34 (+4), at Indianapolis 27-3 (+32), New England 7-13 (-4). at Philadelphia 
TAT (+2'8) 


INDIANAPOLIS COLTS (Baltimore to 1983) 


HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 
Fav. 


Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. dog 
1987 = 96 4-4 5-2 9-6 2-3 a4 1-0 4-2 
1986 3-13 1-7 2-6 7-9 — cay ~ 35 
1985 = 5-11 44 17 87-1 20 33 - 3441 
1984 4-12 26 2-6 7-9 1-0 25 ~ 44 
1983 7-9 35 44 10-6 2-4 23 = 6-2 
1982 0-8-1 031 05 4-5 - 22 _ 23 
1981 2-14 17 17 3-12-1 1 1-5-1 — 26 


1978 = 11 26 35 5-10-17 03 32 
Totals 47-104-1 2253-1 255 68-81-3 9-16 23-27-1 1-2 35-36-2 


"87 RESULTS; Cincinnati 21-23 (+5'%), Miami 10-23 (+5), at Buffalo 47-6 (-2!). N.Y. Jets6-0 
(-11), at Pittsburgh 7-21 (+12). New England 30-16 (+6), at N.Y. Jets 19-14 (+7%), San 
Diego 13-16 (-1), at Miami 40-21 (+7), at’ New England 0-24 (+1), Houston 51-27 (-3,), at 
Cleveland 9-7 (+8), Buffalo 3-27 (-3'), at San Diego 20-7 (+3%2), Tampa Bay 24-6 (-10'2) 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 
HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 
Year Record Home Away Spread Fav. dog Fav. 

1987-87 43 4-4 7-8 34 = 13 34 
1986 88 4-4 4-4 7-9 33 1-1 13 2-2 
1885 124 B40 4-4 8-7-1 33-1 1-0 33 1 
7- 10-51 431 — 52 1-0 
5 62 = 23 21 
1982 7-2 4-0 32 63 * 21 1-0 1.2 20 
1981 11-4-1 6-1-1 53 1-4-1 43 1-0 1-0-1 bo | 
1980 «8-8 53 3-5 7-9 05 30 0-1 43 


1979 10-6 62 4-4 9-7 62 = 34 0-1 
1978 =—-11-5 7A 4-4 97 62 — 23 1-2 
Totals 101-50-1 5816-1 43:34 84653 37-282 7-1 19-25-1 21-12 


"87 RESULTS: at New England 21-28 (+6), at Indianapolis 23-10 (-5), at Seattle 20-24 (-2), 
Kansas City 42-0 (-10), at N.Y. Jets 31-37 (-5%»), Buffalo 31-34 (-9), Pittsburgh 35-24 (-6'4). 
at Cincinnati 20-14 (+14), Indianapolis 21-40 (-7), at Dallas 20-14 (+2), at Buffalo 0-27 
(-1!8), N.Y. Jets 37-28 (-5), at Philadelphia 28-10 (~1%). Washington 23-21 (-3), New 
England 10-24 (-5) 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 
HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 
Year Record Home eh Spread Fav. Fav. dog 


1979 97 6-2 3-5 6-4 43 0-1 24-1 01 


. 2-4 
Totals 8468 48-28 3640 69-821 3230 68 1423-1 17-2) 
87 RESULTS: Miami 28-21 (-6), at N.Y. Jets 24443 (-2), Cleveland 10-20 {-3), Buffalo 14-7 
(-10), at Houston 21-7 (+6)s), at Indianapolis 16-30 (-6). LA. Raiders 26-23 (-3'). atNY 
Giants 10-17 (+4\4), Dallas 17-23 (-3%2), Indianapolis 24-0 (-1), Philadelphia 31-34 (-3%), at 
Denver 20-31 (+8), N.Y. Jets 42-20 (-4), at Buffalo 13-7 (+4). at Miami 24-10 (+5) 


NEW YORK JETS 


HOME— Under- AWAY— Under- 
Year Record Home Away Spread = Fav. dog Fav. dog 
1987 «6-9 44 2-5 8-7 13 o1 1-0 33 
1886 = 106 53 5-3 6-10 0-6 20 22 22 
32100 1-1 2-2 22 
1984 7-9 35 4-4 6-341 4 1-2 1-1-1 3-2 


1981 105-1 62 431 9-7 23 30 1-2 32 
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1979 8B 62 2-6 97 32 30 iD a4 
1978 88 44 4-4 7-61 1-1-1 32 34 
Totals = 77-74-1 42-34 «3540-1 68-81-39 «15-34-2 17-8 12-14-1 24-25 


"87 RESULTS: at Buffalo 31-26 (-1). New England 43-24 (+2), Dallas 24-38 (+7), at Indiana- 
polis 0-6 (+11), Miami 37-31 (+5'), at Washington 16-17 (+7), Indianapolis 14-19 (-7%), 
Seattle 30-14 (+3%), al Kansas City 16-9 (+3). Buffalo 14-17 (-3!%), Cincinnati 27-20 (-4), at 
Miami 28-37 (+5), at New England 20-42 (+4), Philadelphia 27-38 (-2). a NY. Giants 7-20 
(+8) 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette 
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide. 


Also available 
in Box and 
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Seagram’s Seven Crown America’s Good Time Spirit. 


